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Information & Active Living Fair
This event is hosted by The Township of Woolwich 

in partnership with the Older Adult Centres’ 
Association of Ontario (OACAO) and sponsored by 

the Ministry of Seniors and Accessibility.

Join us for 
this FREE 

event!

PLEASE CALL 519-664-1900
OR TOLL-FREE 1-855-664-1900

Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2019
9 am - 1:30 pm 

Calvary United Church
48 Hawkesville Road, St. Jacobs

Speakers, displays on 
community supports for 
seniors, door prizes and 
lunch/snacks included!

REGISTRATION REQUIRED!
RSVP BY FEBRUARY 7, 2019

POLITICIANS HAVE TO START ASKING QUESTIONSCOMMENT
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TIMING IS KEY 
WHEN CLOTHES 
MAKE THE MAN

30 Benjamin Road, Waterloo, ON • 519-746-0060 • www.furniturehouse.ca

Want to transform your space, but not sure where to start?
Let one of our experts bring your dreams into reality!

Ask Us About 
OUR IN HOME CONSULTATIONS!

Do Not Pay for 90 Days – No Interest!

4 Pc Wall 
Unit Only 

$2,399

Ken Seiling spent 33 
years at the helm of Water-
loo Region, helping to steer 
the municipality through 
many changes. Though 
now retired, he may be 
involved in more transfor-
mations. That will depend, 
however, on what comes 
of the province’s review of 
regional governments.

Seiling was selected as 
one of two special advisors 
for the Ford government’s 
review, which will see some 
nine upper-tier govern-
ments and 73 lower-tier 
governments put under 
the microscope – and pos-
sibly on the dissection 
table as well. Along with 
former deputy minister 
Michael Fenn, he’ll be ad-
vising Queen’s Park about 
possible changes to the 
structure of regional gover-
nance.

Locally, the review has 
raised concerns of the pos-
sibility of amalgamation, 

with the smaller townships 
facing the risk of being 
absorbed by their bigger 
neighbours.

“There’s not a lot I can 
say to you right now,” said 
Seiling in an interview this 
week. “We’re just designing 
the consultation and try-
ing to get a handle on how 
we’re going to proceed, 
because it’s a pretty short 
timeframe to do such a ma-
jor review. So I really can’t 
say much more than I’m 
pleased to be working with 
Michael Fenn.”

The timing is indeed 
tight, as the special advi-
sors will have until the 
summer to complete their 
interviews and research, 
and submit their recom-
mendations on the 82 mu-
nicipalities. They’ll be an-
swering such specific ques-
tions as “are two-tier struc-
tures appropriate for all of 
these municipalities?” and 
“does the distribution of 

Too early to say 
if amalgamation 
is an option

PROVINCE / REGIONAL REVIEW

Former Waterloo Region chair is 
getting set for consultation stage as 
province reviews regional governance

FAISAL ALI

AMALGAMATION | 4

If amalgamation is on the agenda 
as part of the Doug Ford’s ersatz 
review of regional government, pro-
vincial officials would have plenty to 
think about had they sat in last week 
on a Wellesley council meeting.

The local buzz has been over-
whelmingly negative.

Full of questions and concerns but 
short on answers, township council-
lors spoke in turn about the regional 
government review and its implica-
tions.

Mayor Joe Nowak opened the floor 
to discussion to fellow Wellesley 
council members, who were resound-
ingly of one mind on any attempt 
made to fold the smaller townships 
into the neighbouring cities.

“I think it’s going to be a mistake, 
and I would definitely not support it,” 
said Ward 2 Coun. Herb Neher, who 
gave a long list of concerns and prob-
lems that an amalgamated system of 
government would risk.

“Well I’ve got a few of them. Big-
ger is not always better, that’s been 
proven,” said Neher. “Usually they do 
not save money as they claim they’re 

ROCK-ING THE HOUSE AT THE WMC

Wellesley 
councillors take 
a united stance 
against the 
prospect of 
amalgamation

COUNCIL / WELLESLEY

FAISAL ALI
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Rachel Homan of Team Homan takes on Team Tippin during curling action Wednesday at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre. Hers was Canada’s team at the 2018 Winter Olympics, and took the gold at the 2017 World Women’s 
Curling Championship. [FAISAL ALI]
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Notice of Intention to Pass a Fees and Charges By-Law
The Region of Waterloo intends to pass a By-law to Establish Fees and 
Charges which includes new fees and charges, as well as amendments 
and/or removal of existing fees and charges. Some of the changes included 
in the by-law are for transit services, waste management services, 
community planning, legal services, airport services, Sunnyside Home 
programs and amenities, cultural services and paramedic services.

The by-law will be considered at the Special Regional Council Meeting, 
where the Final 2019 Budget approval will also occur, scheduled for:

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Regional Municipality of Waterloo

Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, Administration Building
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

A copy of the proposed fees and charges will be available for review after 
Friday, January 25, 2019 in the Council and Administrative Services Office, 
Region of Waterloo, 2nd Floor, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener. If you have 
questions concerning the amendments, please contact Christopher Wilson 
at 519-575-4757 ext. 3544 or at chwilson@regionofwaterloo.ca .

If you wish to speak at the Special Council meeting regarding the proposed 
2019 Fees and Charges by-law, please register as a delegation with the 
Region's Council and Administrative Services Division at 519-575-4400 or 
at regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, February 
18, 2019. If you require accessible services to participate, please contact 
the Council and Administrative Services Division at least five days in 
advance of the meeting.

This notice is in accordance with the “Municipal Act, 2001”, as amended.

Kris Fletcher, Director, Council and Administrative Services/Regional Clerk

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder 
groups and agencies regarding this by-law are being collected to assist the 
Region of Waterloo in making a decision. Under the “Municipal Act”, 
personal information such as name, address, telephone number, and 
property location that may be included in a submission becomes part of the 
public record. Questions regarding the collection of this information should 
be referred to Council and Administrative Services.

Woolwich should 
probably be setting aside 
more money to maintain 
its buildings, suggests the 
recreation and facilities 
director Ann McArthur.

The facilities, particular-
ly the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre, continue to be a big 
drain on township financ-
es, both in terms of operat-
ing costs and repairs.

Each new facility added 
to the roster, from the likes 
of a splash pad that opened 
in Elmira last year to the 
new community centre in 
Heidelberg, brings with it 
operating costs, repairs and 

Woolwich council still looking to trim costs from 
growing rec. and facilities budget

COUNCIL / WOOLWICH

STEVE KANNON the prospect of eventually 
replacing it, she told coun-
cillors at a special budget 
meeting January 24.

The WMC continues 
to be the most pressing 
concern, as the township 
spent $100,000 last year 
in unbudgeted repairs 
to the facility, which has 
been a sore spot since it 
opened a decade ago. From 
day-one, the $23-million 
building been plagued with 
problems, including costly 
repairs, soaring utility bills 
and runaway staffing costs.

Operating the facility 
makes up almost half of the 
department’s $5.3-million 
budget. Overall, the facil-

ity is expected to cost $2.53 
million to operate in 2019, 
generating $1.5 million in 
revenue, for a shortfall of 
just over $1 million. 

This year, the township 
is facing large costs to re-
place the frigeration plant 
that serves both arenas in 
the building. The unit has 
been a problem from the 
beginning, said McArthur, 
noting the manufacturer of 
the equipment is no longer 
in business. Not only are 
parts unavailable, making 
matters worse is the fact 
that any changes to the 
current system, such a re-
placing the condenser unit, 
would require approval 

from the federal Technical 
Standards and Safety Au-
thority (TSSA).

While the township is 
looking at heat-and-energy 
cogeneration system in the 
building, along with a geo-
thermal system for cooling 
and heating, the refrigera-
tion issues are more press-
ing than the timing of that 
project, said McArthur. 
The system will eventually 
help reduce the soaring 
energy costs at the facility, 
however.

It’s not all grim news at 
the WMC, she stressed, 
pointing to the more than 
400,000 visits to the facil-
ity last year. On an aver-
age day, there some 1,100 
visitors, jumping to about 
2,000 during ice season 
and double that on a day 
when the Sugar Kings are 
playing.

The department is also 
looking to increase conces-
sion sales and boost fitness 
club memberships this 
year.

Both the latter issues are 
a longstanding concern for 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan, 
who has monitored conces-
sion losses at both Elmira 
and the St. Jacobs arena, 
along with fluctuating rev-
enues at the fitness centre, 
which had a money-losing 

history. 
“I find it weird that you 

have a business opportu-
nity that you lose money 
on,” he said as council re-
viewed the St. Jacobs arena 
budget.

Councillors also flagged 
cost-versus-revenue con-
cerns at other facilities, 
including community cen-
tres in Breslau, Conestogo 
and Heidelberg. 

In Breslau, the township 
is looking to reduce pro-
gramming hours and costs 
due to lack of demand, 
following a similar move 
last year, said McArthur. 
Budgeted expenditures are 
$227,826, with revenues of 
$122,000.

At Conestogo, the gap 
between expenses ($17,312) 
and forecasted revenues 
($16,000) is much smaller 
than in past years, but the 
township has to make some 
upgrades to the building 
to accommodate the lone 
tenant’s application for a 
daycare license, with rental 
fees rising accordingly. 

Newly built and origi-
nally proposed to be run by 
the Heidelberg Recreation 
Association, the facility in 
the village is expected to 
cost almost $24,000 more 
to operate than it will take 
in through revenues such 

as ball diamond rentals (ex-
penses of $44,387, revenues 
of $20,500).

The low rental income 
coupled with a facility 
being run by costly staff 
instead of community 
volunteers, as is the case 
in Bloomingdale and Mary-
hill, for instance, is some-
thing of a warning sign, 
suggested Merlihan.

“Those are indicators 
that people aren’t using 
it,” he said of the facility 
where costs are well above 
revenues.

“That seems not good 
to me – it just seems like a 
lot of effort for very little 
benefit.”

That sentiment was 
shared by Coun. Larry 
Shantz.

“It feels like it’s not mon-
ey well spent.”

Following last week’s 
tweaks to the budget, the 
proposed tax increase for 
2019 stands at 3.6 per cent, 
which includes a 1.5 per 
cent levy for infrastructure 
projects and 0.5 per cent 
for a township greening 
initiative. Woolwich plans 
one more special council 
session tonight (Thursday) 
before moving to finalize 
the budget. On tap this eve-
ning is the capital projects 
budget. 

A LAUNCH WITH SOME POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE

The opening ceremonies for the provincial curling championships were held Monday evening at the Woolwich Memorial Centre. Local dignitaries, 
event organizers and CurlOn officials welcomed the competing athletes, and launched the championships with a ceremonial first curl.
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The rocks were flying 
at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre this week as titans 
of the curling world com-
peted on Elmira ice – or 
just about. Typically the 
sight of all things hockey, 
the Dan Snyder arena was 
transformed last week in 
preparation for the curling 
provincial championships, 
which run through Sunday.

Gone was the single slab 
of ice in favour of five curl-
ing sheets. The boards were 
also removed, body check-
ing being frowned upon in 
the sport of curling.

And there’s the ice. On 
the surface, it all looks the 
same. ‘Ice is just ice, right?’ 
you may find yourself say-
ing. What’s the difference? 

“The biggest difference 

A 45-year concert 
tradition is coming to 
Gale Presbyterian Church 
in Elmira to raise money 
for a good cause. All the 
proceeds raised from a per-
formance by the  Waterloo 
Region Police Chorus event 
will go towards the capital 
campaign of Hospice of 
Waterloo Region. 

The group has a new 
twist as of January this 
year, adding women into 
their traditionally male 
group. 

“That’s never happened 
before, it’s always been a 

Putting 
it on ice
 The crew that transformed Elmira’s 
WMC arena for the 2019 Provincial 
Curling Championships

CURLING  / TRANSFORMING WMC

Elmira church to host police chorus in Hospice of Waterloo Region  fundraiser
VERONICA REINER male chorus,” said cho-

rus manager Bob Brown. 
“We now have 21 ladies 
that come out to rehearse. 
If they all stay, we’ll be 
thrilled.

“It’s a different dynamic, 
but I’m very much looking 
forward to it. I think it’s 
just the way of the future. 
They have a lot to offer, 
and it’ll be good. The ladies 
have been out to two re-
hearsals.”

Since this is a very recent 
addition, the Gale Presby-
terian Church concert will 
feature the male chorus 
this time around. 

Their shows are approxi-

mately an hour-and-a-half 
to two hours long, featur-
ing a wide variety of music. 
They do not charge for 
any event. Brown said the 
amount of money raised 
for each charitable cause 
varies. 

“It really depends. Some 
church will do it as a good-
will offering,” said Brown. 
“They will usually make a 
little less than a structured 
concert. So it really var-
ies – if it’s for a hospital 
that wants a fundraiser for 
a roof, we’ll usually make 
$4,000 to $5,000.

“We just did one for our 
local hospitals at Christmas 

with John McDermott, 
and we’ll be giving them a 
cheque on February 5 for 
$30,000.”

For larger concerts, the 
chorus will team up with 
other musicians such as 
Scottish-Canadian tenor 
McDermott and Aboriginal 
recording artist Susan Ag-
lukark.

Over the years, they have 
managed to raise some $1.5 
million for the community 
and those in need. The 
tradition started all the way 
back in 1973, with about 
20 singers drawn from the 
ranks of the police service.

“As we progressed into 

the mid-1970s, it became 
much harder to keep 20 
singers with people work-
ing different times of the 
day, so we opened it up 
to the public in the late-
1970s,” said Brown. “We 
started taking members 
of the public in that were 
good-standing in the com-
munity. Since then, we’ve 
never looked back, and it’s 
just been a great thing to 
do.”

“There’s a rule, about 
how many practices you 
have to attend,” added Gale 
Presbyterian church mem-
ber Marilyn Coupal. “When 
they would do the 12-hour 

shifts, they couldn’t do 
that. So the group had to 
start getting volunteers in. 
Now, a lot of the officers 
that started the police 
chorus are retiring, and 
they’re coming back to the 
chorus.”

The concert will take 
place on February 10 at 10 
Barnswallow Dr. in Elmira 
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Des-
sert and beverages will be 
served afterward. Tickets 
are $15, and free for chil-
dren 12 and under. They 
can be purchased by call-
ing the church office at 519-
669-2852 or Marilyn Coupal 
at 519-669-5734.  

FAISAL ALI

Technicians spent last week pebbling, colouring and leveling the ice at the Dan Snyder arena in time for the provincial curling championships. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

between hockey ice and 
curling ice is that a curling 
rock is way smarter than a 
hockey puck,” explains Tom 
Leonard, an ice technician 
with CurlOn and an avid 
curler in his own right. Over 
the course of just a day, the 
crew prepped the ice for a 
44-pound curling rock.

“Because a curling rock 
will find the little idiosyn-
crasies in the ice before a 
hockey puck ever will. It 
doesn’t matter if the ice is 
slopped one way or the other 
for hockey, the puck’s going 
to go up and down. And the 
travel of the puck doesn’t re-
ally dictate the game, where 
it’s so important for the rock 
to have the right curl and 
travel on the right lines for 
these players.”

That means keeping a 
level playing field – liter-

ally – as the slightest varia-
tions can send rocks ca-
reening off their expected 
paths. Noticing that the ice 
at the Dan Snyder tended 
to “bowl” in the middle 
and rise along the edges, 
the crew trimmed up to 
two inches of ice along the 
sides of the arena with a 
laser level.

“We have to have a level 
surface. There can’t be any 
fluctuation,” said fellow ice 
technician Jim Gleason. 
“One side can’t be higher 
than the other. If it does, 
it’ll make a difference in 
the way the rock travels. 
You throw a rock down 
the centre line going to 
the outside, it might only 
go three feet if the side is 
high. But if you throw one 
to the eight foot coming 
back, it wouldn’t even get 

to the centre because it’s 
not level.”

But while the ice should 
be level, that’s not to say 
it should be flat; rather, 
the entire playing surface 
is “pebbled,” or coarsened 
with bumps to give the rock 
something to glide along.

“Pebbling is applying 
water to the surface, so it 
freezes in like a really tiny 
frozen droplet,” explained 
Leonard. “And that’s what 
the rock travels on. The 
rock doesn’t like to travel 
on flat ice, it likes to travel 
in pebbled ice. There’s way 
less friction for the rock to 
travel.”

When the slightest devia-
tions or inconsistencies in 
ice quality could jeopardize 
the players’ precision, the 
technicians admit there 
is some pressure to get-

ting the ice just right – and 
keeping it that way over the 
entire championship.

“Yes and no,” said Leon-
ard. “It can be a lot of pres-
sure, but at the same time 
you have to have the confi-
dence in your abilities, so 
you can’t be just a bag of 
nerves either.”

The confidence comes 
with experience, of which 
the crew has it in spades. 
“This will be, I believe, my 
twenty-third for Ontario. 
I’ve done a pile for North-
ern Ontario, along with 
stuff for Curling Canada, 
the Briers, Scotties. I was in 
North Bay last year for the 
World Championships.”

During his time, he’s also 
got to meet with many of 
the curling legends – defi-
nitely a perk of the job for a 
curling fan.

“Oh it’s cool. These are 
the best players in the 
province, so it’s cool,” said 
Leonard. Asked about his 
favourite, and he points to 
Kendra Lilly from Sudbury. 
“She grew up in my town, 
she’s curled on my ice since 
she’s been six years old, 
and just to see her grow 
into the player and the per-
son she is, is just cool.”

Leonard and company 
will be keeping the ice in 
pristine condition for the 
remainder of the champi-
onship, which culminates 
with the women’s finals 
on Saturday at 7 p.m., and 
Sunday at 2:30 p.m. for 
the men. In the meantime, 
however, draws will be run-
ning continuously through-
out the week at 9:30 a.m., 
2:30 p.m. and 7 p.m., until 
the Sunday finals.
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/lb

$5.99
$6.99

PLAIN AND GARLIC
PORK SAUSAGE

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
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9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:
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/lb

/lb
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Reg.$5.55 /lb

Reg.$3.99/lb

Reg.$7.45 ea.MEDIUM CHEDDAR CHEESE
ST ALBERT

STEWING BEEF
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councillors represent the 
residents well?”

“The timeframe is rather 
short but hopefully we can 
get a lot accomplished in 
that period of time. It’s a 
pretty far-ranging review, 
and we’ll have to see where 
it takes us,” said Seiling. 

“At the end of the day, 
what they do is their deter-
mination. All we can do is 
give them our best opinion 
of what we see and what we 
hear and what we think they 
should be doing. But at the 
end of the day it will be the 
government that makes the 
decision as to what to do.”

Over the course of the 
review, the advisors will 
be tasked with meeting 
municipal politicians and 
stakeholders from the 82 
municipalities. Seiling 
says he’s keen to listen to 
the advice and opinions 
received; but whether that 
willingness will be mir-
rored by the province has 
yet to be seen.

When the Ford govern-
ment chose to redraw the 
ward boundaries for Toron-
to council last year – which 
served as the precursor for 
the current review – no in-
put was sought from either 
council or residents.

Moreover, the only gov-
ernment review on the 
city’s wards was conducted 
by the city itself two years 
earlier. Taking two years 
to complete in 2016, “The 
Toronto Ward Boundary 
Review” recommended the 
number of city wards be 
expanded from 44 wards 
to 47, in direct opposition 

to the Ford government’s 
eventual decision to reduce 
city wards from 47 to 25.

“Well I think that it is 
quite different in the To-
ronto decision. I mean, that 
was done quite differently 
than this,” said Seiling. 
“Did you see anybody ap-
pointed to do a review of 
Toronto before they did it? 
So it’s quite different.”

“I would like to think 
they were looking for good 
advice. If I didn’t think 
they were looking for ad-
vice, I wouldn’t have been 
involved in it,” he added.

Though Seiling seemed 
to leave politics behind 
when he stepped down as 
regional chair, he is hoping 
his years of experience can 
help the province make an 
informed decision.

“I thought, well, if I have 
experience, if my knowl-
edge and that of Michael 
Fenn’s can help this govern-
ment make good decisions. 
At the end of the day, you 
can’t complain after the fact 
that you’ve been given an 
opportunity to give advice, 
and you turned the oppor-
tunity down. I think I’ve al-
ways looked to make things 
better in municipal govern-
ment, and so I thought this 
was an opportunity poten-
tially to do that.

“I think anybody who 
offers advice to the govern-
ment does it with the full 
knowledge that the govern-
ment may or may not take 
their advice,” said Seiling. 
“[But] as I said earlier, we 
can’t blame government’s 
if they ask for our advice 
and we refused to give it to 
them.”

AMALGAMATION: Working 
with a tight timeline for report
FROM | COVER

going to save in the long 
run. Service is not going 
to be the same, because 
right now if somebody has 
a problem, I know in my 
ward we have excellent 
[service] – it can be re-
solved in 20 minutes, half-
an-hour.”

Currently, the Region 
of Waterloo’s two-tier sys-
tem splits service delivery 
between the two levels of 
government. The lower-tier 
municipalities, such as the 
Township of Wellesley, are 
responsible for managing 
local streets, operating rec-
reation centres and staffing 
fire departments, while the 
Region of Waterloo over-
sees police, paramedic ser-
vices, regional roads and 
housing services.

Under a single-tier sys-
tem, these services would 
all be handled by a single 
government, potentially 
trading a uniformity of 
services and cost-savings at 
the risk of a reduced ability 
for local residents to decide 
their own priorities.

“And if anybody has ever 
dealt with the city, with a 
large municipality, they 

realize that you’re lucky 
if you get somebody out 
in a couple days or so. So 
people have to decide what 
kind of service do they 
want. I think that we pro-
vide an excellent service in 
the long run.”

Neher also pointed 
to the loss of effective 
representation that an 
amalgamated government 
would invariably bring. In 
such a system, the town-
ship council would no lon-
ger exist – instead being 
replaced by a single gov-
ernment with representa-
tives from multiple town-
ships and cities. In such a 
scenario, it would be easy 
to see the township’s inter-
ests eclipsed by the larger 
cities, he contended.

“I think we’re going to 
be forgotten. We have a 
uniqueness out here with 
the Mennonite commu-
nity, the rural setting, the 
farms,” said Neher.

“That would be a con-
cern of mine, that we’re 
dealing with people in the 
city that are making deci-
sions for us out here. And 
expansion, and protecting 
our farm lands and protect-
ing our farmers. I think 

that’s going to go down the 
tube somewhere along the 
line, because the money 
people are going to start 
saying they’re going to ra-
tionalize why they should 
put everything under ce-
ment.”

Fellow councillors were 
largely in agreement with 
Neher’s position, sharing 
many of the same con-
cerns.

“I would just echo what 
Herb said. I don’t even 
know where to start,” 
said Ward 1 Coun. Shelley 
Wagner. “There are maybe 
some things that could be 
amalgamated in the cities. 
But I worry about them 
trying to amalgamate us 
here.”

“It’s just a way for them 
to get our taxes for the 
trains and the ION,” added 
Ward 4’s Carl Smit.

“We’ve escaped their 
clutches so far,” pointed 
out Neher.

Mayor Nowak also took 
issue with the province’s 
ambitious timeframe for 
the review, which will see 
82 upper- and lower-tier 
municipalities in Ontario 
evaluated by summer.

“The review is supposed 

to be completed in June, 
July. I just don’t think 
it’s going to happen that 
quickly,” said Nowak. “I 
think if you’re going to do 
a review like this, you need 
more than six months to 
do it.”

Two special advisors 
have been appointed to the 
review: recently retired Re-
gion of Waterloo chair Ken 
Seiling and former deputy 
minister Michael Fenn. The 
review will have until the 
summer to answer some 
very broad questions about 
the 80 governments under 
their purview, including: 
“Are two-tier structures 
appropriate for all of these 
municipalities?” and “Does 
the distribution of council-
lors represent the residents 
well?”

“Well I think we’ve got a 
pretty good sense of where 
we all stand,” said Nowak, 
adding that more talks 
were likely to come. “We all 
stand strong.”

Nowak said he will be 
joining other Region of Wa-
terloo mayors at Queen’s 
Park for an “advocacy day,” 
and planned to bring his 
councillors concerns to 
provincial lawmakers.

WELLESLEY: Keeping it local is the best option, say councillors
FROM | COVER

go with the anniversary 
year was award-winning 
Canadian author and art-
ist Barbara Reid, who is 
also honourary chair of the 
event.

“It is no secret that fami-
lies that learn together, 
grow together,” said Reid 
in a statement. “There 
are many free learning re-
sources available at home 
and throughout local com-
munities. A little imagina-
tion can go a long way.”

ABC Life Literacy Canada 
is a charity organization 
that aims to inspire Canadi-
ans to improve their literacy 
and essential skills. More 
information is available at 
www.abclifeliteracy.com.

You may not have jotted 
it down in your calendar, 
but January 27 was the 
20th anniversary of Fam-
ily Literacy Day, which in 
the region was marked by 
displays and activities at 
Conestoga Mall in Water-
loo. Among those taking 
part were representatives 
of the Region of Waterloo 
Library.

This year’s theme is 
“Take 20,” encouraging the 
public to dedicate 20 min-
utes of their day towards 
creative and literacy ac-
tivities with their families. 
ABC Life Literacy Canada 
executive director Mack 
Rogers says he hopes it has 
a lasting effect, a habit that 
families can practice daily. 

“What we really hope to 
do is inspire people with 
those first January 27th 
Take 20 Challenge,” said 
Rogers. “And make those 
20 minutes part of your 
day, every day after that as 
well. So always try to find 
those 20 minutes to play 
and learn and have fun 
with your family.”

Featured at the Con-
estoga Mall event were 
informative booths, 
children’s books such as 
Curious George, colour-
ing books, and interactive 
events. ABC Literacy sug-
gested 20 different ways 

Marking the 20th milestone of Family Literacy Day
VERONICA REINER

to spend that 20 minutes, 
everything from making 
a grocery list to drawing a 
map of your local neigh-
bourhood.  

The activities expand be-
yond reading and writing, 
with other examples being 
drawing, singing, baking, 
and board games. The goal 
is to improve literacy skills 
and bond as a family. 

“We always try to give 
a variety, because every-
body likes to do different 
things,” said Rogers. “So 
it’s really just about find-
ing what activities and fun 
works for you, and then 
carving out those 20 min-
utes to enjoy it.”

More than 100 Family 

Literacy Day events were 
hosted in Canada, with 
some 20 taking place in 
Ontario. Rogers said there 
is a wide variety to the way 
each area celebrates Family 
Literacy Day. 

“They can really range – 
that’s the cool thing about 
them. We see everything 
from big, loud events – 
we’ve done events at the 
Ontario Science Centre 
with hundreds of kids and 
families with amazing au-
thors reading – and we’ve 
also seen these really quiet, 
focused art pieces come 
out of this type of work.”

Contributing 20 Fam-
ily Literacy Day-themed 
Plasticine illustrations to 

Families flocked to Conestoga Mall for the interactive activities and live music in celebration of Family Literacy Day on Sunday. 
[VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER
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1:15 PM | Wellington County 
OPP received a report of a break 
and enter into an unoccupied 
residence located on Guelph Town-
ship Road 3 just north of Highway 
7. The investigation revealed that 
sometime over night between 
January 23 and the time of 
the report, unknown suspects 
smashed the front window of 
the residence giving them access 
to the front door.  Once inside, 
suspects cut the waterline and 
stole the double door stainless 
steel refrigerator.  Approximately 
$6,000 worth of damage was 
caused to the residence due 
to flooding. Police continue to 
investigate and are asking anyone 
who may have noticed any suspi-
cious persons or vehicles, or may 
have any information regarding 
this incident to contact them at 
1-888-310-1122. Should you wish to 
remain anonymous, you may call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
or leave an anonymous message 
at www.csgw.tips where you 
may be eligible to receive a cash 
reward of up to $2,000.

J A N U A R Y  2 5

12:03 PM | A 44-year-old 
woman from Drayton was driving 
a black Hyundai south on Arthur 
Street south of Elmira when she 

The taxman may be trying to 
contact you, but it’s likely a scam
With tax season on the 
horizon, officials from the 
Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA) are warning the 
public to be on the alert 
for scammers. And while 
phone calls and emails 
purporting to be from CRA 
are in fact attempts to de-
fraud you, they also want to 
make sure they can get their 
hands on your tax money if 
the contact is legitimate. 

With that in mind, they 
note scammers have creat-
ed fear among people who 
now automatically assume 
that any communication 
from someone represent-
ing the CRA is not genuine. 
But the agency now does 
indeed contact taxpayers 
by phone, email and mail 
for legitimate reasons. 

If you receive a phone 
call, the first step is to en-
sure the caller is a CRA em-
ployee, the agency advises:

• Ask for, or make a note 
of, the caller’s name, 
phone number, and 
office location and tell 
them that you want to 
first verify their identity. 

• You can then check 
that the employee call-
ing you about your 
taxes works for the 
CRA or that the CRA 
did contact you by call-
ing 1-800-959-8281 for 
individuals or 1-800-
959-5525 for businesses. 
If the call you received 
was about a govern-
ment program such as 
Student Loans or Em-
ployment Insurance, 
call 1-866-864-5823.

To protect yourself from 
scams, verify your tax sta-
tus and make sure the CRA 
has your current address 
and email:

• Confirm your tax sta-
tus through one of the 
CRA’s secure portals. 

• You can also call the 
CRA’s Individual Tax Ac-
count Balance Automat-
ed Service at 1-866-474-
8272. This automated 

phone service provides 
information about your 
tax account balance, as 
well as your last pay-
ment amount and date. 
To use this service, be 
ready to give your social 
insurance number, date 
of birth and the total 
income you entered on 
line 150 of your 2017 or 
2016 tax return. 

• Call 1-866-864-5823 to 
update your address or 
contact information for 
government programs 
that you owe money to, 
such as student loans or 
employment insurance.

The agency does some-
times attempt to contact 
people by point, particu-
larly if  they wrote to you 
previously or any of the 
following situations apply:

• you owe tax or money to 
a government program. 
A collections officer 
may call you to discuss 
your file and ask you to 
make a payment. In this 
case, you may need to 
provide some informa-
tion about your house-
hold financial situation. 

• you did not file your 
income tax and benefit 
return. A CRA officer 
may call you to ask you 
for the missing returns. 

• the CRA has questions 
about the tax and ben-
efit records or docu-
ments you sent. A CRA 
officer may call you for 
more information. 

• you are a small business 
and the CRA is offering 
a Liaison Officer visit.

Check www.canada.ca/
taxes-fraud-prevention for 
more infomation. To report 
a scam, go to www.anti-
fraudcentre.ca or call 1-888-
495-8501. If you think you 
may be the victim of fraud 
or you unknowingly pro-
vided personal or financial 
information, contact your 
local police service, finan-
cial institution, and credit 
reporting agencies.

crossed the centre line and struck 
a propane truck that was being 
driven north by a 52-year-old 
man from Walkerton.  No injuries 
reported.  The storage of the 
propane was not compromised and 
both vehicles were towed from the 
scene. The driver of the Hyundai 
was charged ‘with careless driving.’

12:05 PM | A driver and 
passenger were arrested in the 
Township of Perth East when 
members of the Perth County OPP 
were investigating a theft of motor 
vehicle in the area and initiated 
a traffic stop on a suspicious car 
in Milverton. Officers observed 
methamphetamine and drug 
paraphernalia in the car. A 21-year-
old Township of Wellington North 
man was arrested and charged 
with ‘possession of a schedule i 
substance – methamphetamine.’ A 
26-year-old Township of Southgate 
man was arrested and charged 
with ‘possession of a schedule i 
substance – methamphetamine’ 
and ‘fail to comply with probation 
order.’ The driver and passenger 
are scheduled to appear in the On-
tario Court of Justice, Stratford on 
February 25 to answer the charges.

J A N U A R Y  2 7

5:25 PM | Members of the 
Wellington County OPP responded 

to a report of a single-vehicle 
collision involving a motorized 
snow vehicle on the Third 
Line at Wellington Road 19. 
Police attended the scene and 
while speaking with the male 

operator, officers formed the 
opinion that he was under the 
influence of alcohol. A roadside 
screening test was conducted 
which resulted in a fail. He was 
arrested and brought to a local 
OPP operations centre for further 
testing. The 41-year-old Fergus 
man was charged with ‘opera-
tion while impaired – 80-plus.’  
A 90-day administrative driver’s 
licence suspension (A.D.L.S.) and 
seven-day vehicle impoundment 
were initiated as per statute. He 
is scheduled to appear in Guelph 
court on March 1.

J A N U A R Y  2 7

11:58 PM | A 26-year-old 
Kitchener man was driving a blue 
Honda northbound on Chilligo 
Road near Breslau when he lost 
control of his vehicle, left the 
roadway, entered the ditch and 
struck a fence. No injuries were 
reported, but the vehicle had to 
be towed from the scene. The 
driver was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

ELMIRA COLLISION COULD HAVE BEEN WORSE

Police responded to a collision between a black Hyundai and a propane truck last Friday just south of Elmira. No injuries were reported, but 
the Hyundai driver was charged with careless driving. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

School strike for 
climate change

Tomorrow (February 1) will see 
young people from across Waterloo 
Region skip classes in favour of taking 
to the streets to press for action on 
climate change. The Fridays for Future 
School Strike for Climate takes places 
at Waterloo City Hall on from 12:30 to 
1:30 PM. 

Organizing behind Swedish climate 
activist Greta Thunberg, 16, climate 
strikers will ask cities and councils 
across Waterloo Region, as well as the 
federal and provincial governments, to 
declare a climate emergency.

Thunberg’s movement gained 
traction after she blasted politicians for 

their inaction on climate change.
“Some people say that we are not 

doing enough to fight climate change. 
But that is not true. Because to ‘not do 
enough’ you have to do something. 
And the truth is we are basically not 
doing anything,” she has said.

Another youth activist, Jamie 
Margolin of Zero Hour, has begun her 
own campaign to rouse global leaders 
into concrete measures to stabilize the 
shared climate. 

Recently, Margolin compared climate 
change to “a time bomb about to go 
off and everyone [is] ignoring it.” 

The movement is gaining ground: 
Some 35,000 students in Brussels went 
on strike from school last week alone, 
joining school strikers across Europe 
and heatwave-stricken Australia.

Given that the world has until 2030 to 
cut emissions in half in order to secure 
a safe climate future, cities across the 
UK have declared climate emergencies, 
intending to fully decarbonize their 
economies. Canada’s precedent for 
declaring a climate emergency has just 
recently been set by Vancouver.

Though a youth-led movement, 
organizers note supporters of all ages 
are welcome at Friday’s event.

Road safety aim 
of campaign

The Region of Waterloo this week 
launched the Safe Roads Waterloo Region 
campaign. The multi-phase public educa-
tion campaign aims to reduce injuries and 
fatalities on area roads. 

In line with the values of the global 
Vision Zero movement first launched 
in Sweden in 1994, the campaign ad-
vances the philosophy that no injury or 
loss of life is acceptable on our roads. 
The campaign will be implemented 
in phases through a variety of digital 
and traditional methods. It will aim to 
reach a wide target audience of road 
users in Waterloo Region, including 
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians.

“The purpose of this education 
campaign is injury and fatality 
reduction,” said Bob Henderson, the 
region’s manager of transportation 
engineering, in a release. “As part of 
our overall strategy, to continue to 
implement safety improvements on 
Regional roads, the education cam-
paign supports these efforts by adding 

an awareness piece. We want residents 
to be aware of the data – where, when 
and why collisions are happening – so 
we can empower them to play their 
part in road safety. Achieving our goal 
requires an effort on the part of all 
stakeholders – motorists, pedestrians, 
cyclists, Waterloo Regional Police 
Services and local government.”

Based on a comprehensive review 
of collision data by the Region’s 
transportation staff, the campaign 
brings awareness to four collision 
patterns within the community: 
rear-end collisions at intersections; 
roundabout collisions resulting from 
fail-to-yield behaviours;  cyclist 
collisions at signalized crosswalks; 
pedestrian collisions at signalized 
crosswalks.

GRCA re-elects 
chair, vice-chair

Helen Jowett has been acclaimed to a 
fourth one-year term as chair of the Grand 
River Conservation Authority (GRCA). Chris 
White has also been acclaimed to a third 
one-year term as vice-chair.

Both Jowett and White were 
acclaimed by the GRCA board of 
directors at the general membership 
meeting on Jan. 25. As per the GRCA 
bylaws, a member is eligible to be 
re-elected to the role of chair or 
vice-chair for up to a maximum of five 
one-year terms. The 26-member GRCA 
board is composed of representatives 
appointed by the municipalities within 
the Grand River watershed.
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WOOLWICH NEEDS MORE MONEY to main-
tain its buildings, councillors heard last week. 
When they meet again this week for another 
special budget session, they’ll discuss capital 
spending and the growing gap between available 
money and the cost of replacing roads, bridges 
and facilities – aka the infrastructure deficit. 

The township is certainly not alone in that regard – every 
government everywhere finds itself in the same boat. Nor is 
it alone in failing to adequately budget for such expenses, in 
the past through to this very day. 

The reality is that there’s little hope for most municipali-
ties to get caught up with such deficits. They’re burdened 
by past spending decisions that did not account for future 
replacement costs, and such planning is still not part of the 
equation today. We’re still inflicted by short-term political 
thinking that wants to spend today but let some future citi-
zens pay the bills and deal with any fallout. 

To its credit, Woolwich has been setting aside more money 
for a rainy day – i.e. the coming infrastructure storm. It’s 
been allocating some surplus funds to reserves, and has in 
place a special infrastructure levy: it’s another tax, but with 
the money allocated for a real need rather than being flushed 
away. In that vein, however, the township has done little to 
rein in its operating budget in order to make a real dent in 
the deficit rather than taxpayers’ wallets. The extra funds 
set aside are a good start, but they have not kept up with the 
growing list of projects. Even at today’s estimates – real costs 
are likely to be much higher, as there’s a history of being well 
off the mark with forecasts – the township is losing ground. 

Again, Woolwich is not alone in that regard. Despite plenty 
of lip service, governments continue to do very little in the 
way of long-term planning, let alone actual follow through. 
The township is somewhat ahead of the curve, even if prog-
ress is limited.

The first step to breaking out of this failing mould is for 
politicians to demand each expenditure is justified, the op-
posite of what generally happens today. There’s a simple 
question – who benefits, and at what cost? – that should be 
asked of every expenditure. Take, for instance, the recreation 
budget discussed in this week’s issue: programs and facilities 
cost more money than they generate, but there’s an argu-
ment to be made that there’s a social good to at least some of 
what’s on offer. Yet the debate, if it can be called such, is nev-
er framed in that way, though councillors sometimes reach 
that mindset when outside groups ask for money. 

Leaving aside government expenditures for the most 
vulnerable members of society – some expenses are just 
things we do as part of a civil society – there’s a whole lot 
of discretionary spending that goes on without question. 
There’s often a notion that spending is good just because it’s 
government spending or, worse still, that because it’s always 
been in the budget that it should always be in the budget, 
unchecked.

Long-term thinking is not just for issues such as climate 
change, though we’re not prepared to tackle even that issue, 
despite the consequences. No, it’s all about living for today. 
But long-term planning is crucial for a host of issues that 
are part of today’s political reality, encompassing all levels: 
long-term resource consumption, human migration, trans-
portation demands, retirement and pensions and the like. 
Weighty issues. By comparison, decisions at the township 
level should be much easier ... if questions got asked.

Better governance 
starts with asking 
the right questions

The decision to pro-
mote Juan Guaidó as a 
rival president to Nicolás 
Maduro in Venezuela was 
clearly made in Washing-
ton, not in Caracas. The 
speed with which U.S. al-
lies in the Americas and 
western Europe recognised 
Guaidó’s claim on Janu-
ary 23 to be the legitimate 
president of Venezuela 
would not have been pos-
sible without a lot of prior 
coordination – and a lot of 
pressure by the Trump ad-
ministration.

It’s no surprise that 
right-wing governments in 
Latin American countries 
like Colombia and Brazil 
are going along with a U.S. 
attempt to overthrow a left-
wing regime. (The support 
of Brazil’s new neo-fascist 
president, Jair Bolsonaro, 
was a foregone conclusion.) 
But it’s shocking when 
Canada, the United King-
dom, France, Germany and 
Spain also back this sort 
of intervention in another 
country’s internal affairs.

Maduro’s government 

Mucking about in Venezuela isn’t likely to end well
does not deserve to survive. 
It has run the country’s 
economy into the ground, 
its ‘re-election’ last year 
was the product of a ruth-
lessly rigged vote, and 
three million Venezuelans 
(10 per cent of the popu-
lation) have fled abroad. 
But this is a problem for 
Venezuelans to solve, not 
foreigners, and least of all 
Americans.

There is a long, bad his-
tory of American attempts 
to overthrow left-wing gov-
ernments in Latin America. 
Some of them, like Cuba 
(1960), Nicaragua (1981) 
and Venezuela (2002), were 
against regimes born in 
revolutions; others, like 
Brazil (1964), Chile (1973) 
and Argentina (1976), were 
against democratically 
elected governments. It 
made no difference to 
Washington.

It used to make a differ-
ence to Washington’s allies 
in Europe and North Amer-
ica, however. They were 
all in favour of democracy, 
but not ‘democracy’ de-
livered by American guns. 
They also fretted that these 
U.S. interventions were all 
made in defiance of inter-
national law as embodied 
in the charter of the United 

Nations. It was American 
exceptionalism run wild: 
Maduro is historically quite 
right to talk of the “gringo 
empire.”

Now the Europeans and 
the Canadians are willing 
to back an intervention of 
the same sort in Venezuela, 
which is very hard to ex-
plain. Recognizing a rival 
president as legitimate (on 
very flimsy grounds) opens 
the way to supplying his 
alternative regime with 
money and weapons, and 
thence to civil war in Ven-
ezuela.

It also creates the pre-
conditions for direct U.S. 
military intervention 
in Venezuela, and sure 
enough U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo was 
soon saying that “all op-
tions are on the table.” As 
everybody knows, that’s 
U.S. government diplomat-
ic-speak for “we may in-
vade you.” So will they?

You’d think that senior 
American military officers 
and government officials 
would have figured out by 
now that this is not a great 
option. Overthrowing gov-
ernments they disliked by 
military force didn’t work 
out so well in Afghanistan, 
Iraq and Libya, so why 

would they think that do-
ing it in Venezuela would 
work out any better? Even 
invasions undertaken with 
good intentions generally 
end in tears.

But hang on. Almost all 
the ‘adults in the room’ in 
the Trump administration 
have quit or been fired by 
now, and the second-raters 
and nonentities who re-
placed them have no feel 
for how these things work. 
Would any competent and 
well-informed U.S. admin-
istration be toying publicly 
with the notion of attack-
ing Iran? (“Options on the 
table” again.)

Invading Venezuela 
would not be as stupid as 
attacking Iran, but there 
would certainly be an 
armed resistance, and even 
Venezuelan patriots who 
despise Maduro would be 
tempted to become part of 
it: foreign armies of occu-
pation almost always end 
up being hated. Cuba, Rus-
sia and perhaps even China 
would help the resistance 
with money, and perhaps 
with arms (although there 
are quite enough of those 
in Venezuela already).

This is a dangerous 

DYER | 8

Given the weather, the WMC isn’t the only place for adventures on ice.
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The rise of the machine is disrupting our social cohesion

Like a bunch of tech-
nology zombies, we’re in 
danger of becoming slaves 
to our devices, if we haven’t 
already crossed that line. 
Even if you put down your 
smartphone and venture 
out into the world, you’ll 
immediately notice that 
others remain enthralled 
by the tiny screen in their 
hands, enraptured by the 
latest Tweet or Facebook 
update, no matter how 
meaningless.

Of course, bearing wit-
ness to that spectacle does 
require both leaving the 
house and taking note of 
your fellow human beings. 
Both are rarer than ever 
before.

Technology has enabled 
us to become less depen-
dent on others, or even to 
interact with other people 
even in the most casual way 
– bank machines instead of 
tellers and self-checkouts 
instead of cashiers, for in-
stance. In the most extreme 
cases, one could work from 
home via technology, order 

food and other goods online 
and never leave the house 
again. 

Of course, we’re still 
social creatures, so there 
remain some interactions, 
though we don’t know 
where the normalization of 
computer-driven communi-
cations will take us.

We do know, however, 
that society has already 
become less social. That’s 
probably a bad thing in and 
of itself, but we run the risk 
of loosening social cohesion 
still further. Take for ex-
ample our silo-ed approach 
to politics: the fragmented 
media and its echo chamber 
make it possible to avoid 
alternate views, much as we 
can avoid interacting with 
those of differing opinions/
backgrounds/economic 
status/skin colour ... or any 
other way we care to differ-
entiate. 

Quite aside from the loss 
of privacy and the enhance-
ment of the police state 
– those are big asides – via 
our use of technology, we 
run the risk of abdicating 
the very essence of society 
to private interests and the 
political evildoers who’ll 
take advantage of the situa-
tion while we’re all distract-

ed by other people’s reac-
tion to our posted selfies.  

An increasingly frag-
mented society means we’re 
removed from one another 
and drifting away from a 
sense of shared purpose, 
the very idea that we’re in 
this together. We initially 
formed human groups to 
enhance our chances of 
survival. Technology and 
urbanization have rendered 
that dependence somewhat 
obsolete, though we’re now 
tied to the nanny state and 
detached from nature. Our 
chances of survival without 
the cocoon we’ve built is 
pretty close to zero.

The unlikely prospect of 
having to forage for nuts 
in the wild aside, the more 
imminent threat is the dis-
solution of social bonds 
that creates a vacuum for 
the forces already looking 
to divide and conquer, from 
corporations looking for 
profits to those bent on con-
trol (often tied to the profit 
motive). 

There’s no denying that 
the fabric of society is 
strained due to our volun-
tary isolationism. There 
have been a large number of 
studies and surveys point-
ing out the new reality.

“In recent years, the 
amount of time we spend 
in the public realm has 
declined. While we have 
more leisure time, we spend 
more of it alone or isolated 
by technologies as diverse 
as the private automobile 
and personal headphones,” 
writes Joe Cortright, an 
economist who specializes 
in urban/regional analysis 
and director of City Obser-
vatory, in City Report: Less 
in Common.

He notes that the civic 
commons, the spaces lit-
eral and figurative what we 
share with others, is now 
strained, more notably in 
our growing cities.

“[T]here is compelling 
evidence that the connec-
tive tissue that binds us 
together is coming apart. In 
particular, it appears that 
the level of social capital – 
the connections and norms 
of reciprocity that smooth 
interpersonal actions and 
support community – has 
declined ... over several 
decades.

“Many of the community 
resources that were nearly 
universally shared across 
the population have eroded 
or become fractured. We 
spend less time in public 

pools and more time in pri-
vate gyms. We ride the bus 
or streetcar less and spend 
more time alone in our cars. 
High income people in-
creasingly live in separate, 
wealthy neighborhoods, 
while people of modest 
means live in their own, less 
wealthy neighborhoods.”

That’s the silo effect. In-
creasingly, we don’t have to 
interact with anyone, par-
ticularly in a world of “the 
other.” By distancing our-
selves, we lose the ability to 
connect and to empathize 
with others, the basis of a 
shared humanity.

That’s a risk of technol-
ogy identified by Sherry 
Turkle, a sociologist and 
clinical psychologist at MIT, 
who’s written about the is-
sue for a couple of decades, 
penning the likes of Life on 
the Screen: Identity in the 
Age of the Internet and Re-
claiming Conversation: The 
Power of Talk in a Digital 
Age.

“Empathy requires that I 
get into your mental space, 
into your head, into your 
experience, and give you 
the comfort of knowing 
that I made that effort to 
listen and care, and that 
I’m taking responsibility 

for what I hear. It’s a com-
mitment that we make to 
other people that involves 
us getting out of our own 
heads, and the constant 
self-curation online, the 
constant self-gratification 
of smartphones and social 
media, makes it harder for 
us to do this,” she said in an 
interview last year with Vox. 

“The thing about some-
thing like Facebook is that 
it’s not really authentic. 
People are curating what 
they share on Facebook; 
they’re always putting on 
their happy face. They’re 
posting about their fancy 
dinner or their fancy vaca-
tion or their fancy outfit. 
It’s not real, or at least it’s 
not the whole picture of our 
complicated lives. But em-
pathy is about diving into 
other people’s sadness, and 
there’s just not much space 
for that on social media.”

Today, we don’t have to 
stay shut away at home to 
spend days on end without 
having to make contact 
with other people – technol-
ogy makes that possible, 
but replacing the need to 
interact with humans with 
the need to interact with 
machines may not be a path 
we want to follow.

What book are you reading with your kids?

“The Princess and the Pony.”

 » Andrew Humphreys

“Walter the Farting Dog.”

 » Rebecca Pister

“Star Wars.” - Laura
“I want to be a Librarian.” - Scott

 » Laura Law & Scott McManus

“Brown Bear, Brown Bear.”

 » Nora, Laura & Mike Andrews

“Kiss Kiss.”

 » Steph Snyder

“Perhaps demands from homeowners have changed from necessities to conveniences.” Leonard Freeman | 8
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Best to tread lightly as 
tensions grow in Venezuela
FROM | 6

 » Global Consumer Pulse Research 

Amos & Naomi Weber Tours
326 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON  N3B 2P4 

2019 Tours
TULIP FESTIVAL ........................ May 7 – May 10
Holland Michigan

EAST COAST ............................... May 22 – June 8 
Quebec, N.B.,N.S., PEI., and Newfoundland    

HORSE PROGRESS DAYS .......... July 4 – July 8
Arthur Illinois

ALASKA ..................................... June 17 – July 13 
Fairbanks, Denali Park, Anchorage, Skagway etc.     
WEST COAST ............................. Aug. 12 – Aug. 30 
Lake Louise, Jasper, Vancouver, Victoria, Butchart Gardens,  
Grand Coulee Dam, Yellow Stone Park, Mt Rushmore, etc      
AGAWA CANYON ...................... Oct. 8 - Oct. 11
Salt Ste. Marie

OHIO AMISH COUNTRY ........... Oct. 22 - Oct 25 
Holmes County Ohio 
ARK/CREATION MUSEUM  ....... Oct. 29 - Nov. 1
Kentucky 

For more information on these tours join us for an 
OPEN HOUSE Feb. 9, 2019 at 2 p.m. at  Farmers Plus, 

21 Church St. W. Elmira, Ont. • RSVP by Feb. 2, 2019

Call Amos 519-501-9526 for more info.
(Bus chartered from Country Mile Bus Lines) 

These tours are organized by Diane Cook, TPI Travel Advisor  
TICO# 50013851  Direct # 226-979-5751 

game, and it is hard to be-
lieve that sensible govern-
ments like those in France, 
Spain and Canada really 
think encouraging Juan 
Guaidó to claim that he 
is president of Venezuela 
on the grounds that he is 
president of the legislature 
is a good idea.

Maybe they are so fright-
ened of Donald Trump 
that they feel compelled 
to go along with his hare-
brained scheme, but that 
seems unlikely.

Trump is not that 
frightening once you have 
worked out that he will 
settle for even the slightest 
symbolic concession and 

claim it as an historic vic-
tory. The Mexicans and the 
Canadians both exploited 
that fact in the NAFTA re-
negotiation, North Korea’s 
Kim Jong-un is about to do 
it again in his second ‘sum-
mit’ with Trump, and in 
due course China will do it 
over the alleged China-U.S. 
‘trade war’ too.

The darker possibility 
is that America’s NATO 
allies are afraid that he is 
going to drag them into 
a war with Iran, and are 
willing to contemplate the 
risk that he may stumble 
into a war in Venezuela 
instead. After all, it would 
do less damage – except 
to the Venezuelans, of 
course.

Some 55% of Canadian consumers prefer to buy from companies 
that stand for a shared purpose that reflects their personal values 
and beliefs, and are ditching those that don’t; 52% want companies 
to take a stand on issues close to their hearts. Consumers are 
attracted to organizations that are committed to using good quality 
ingredients (83%), treat employees well (66%), and believe in 
reducing plastics and improving the environment (58%). 

 » Allison Kelly, a psychology professor at the University of Waterloo, addresses the 
findings of a new study into how social interactions influence body image

“Body dissatisfaction is ubiquitous and can take a huge toll on our 
mood, self-esteem, relationships, and even the activities we 
pursue. It’s important to realize that the people we spend time 
with actually influence our body image. If we are able to spend 
more time with people who are not preoccupied with their bodies, 
we can actually feel much better about our own bodies.”

 » From the Feb. 2, 2002 edition of The Observer

It may have come in like a lamb, but January left like a lion as area 
residents were treated to a rude awakening Jan. 31. Having enjoyed 
the recent record high temperatures and a lack of snow, residents 
woke up to find almost 15 centimetres of the white stuff blanketing 
the region. The vast transformation from the recent balmy weather 
had throngs of shovellers out clearing sidewalks and driveways for 
only the third or fourth time this season.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

Bridge closures: 
how is this 
progress?

To the Editor,
In 1904, Woolwich 
Township council con-
sisted of farmers and the 
like serving as a sideline 
to their other occupations. 
They met monthly with a 
clerk-treasurer who worked 
from his home. Elections 
were held annually.

That year, two new 
bridges were built across 
the Grand River – one west 
of Winterbourne, the other 
at the east end of Cones-
togo. Both bridges were 
washed out in the spring 
flood of 1904. (In Cones-
togo, a two-room school 
was build that is still in use 
today.)

A council delegation 
met with Waterloo County 

council, requesting aid for 
the Conestogo bridge – it 
was on a main road used 
by many out-of-township 
travellers – but received a 
definite “no.” 

In a June 1904, a plebi-
scite vote was held autho-
rizing Woolwich council to 
advertise for debentures 
to finance these projects – 
passed 371 for, 64 against – 
as the bridges were needed.

Now, more than a hun-
dred years later, Woolwich 
has a large municipal 
building with highly edu-
cated staff receiving high 
wages, with an assessment 
base many times larger and 
access to modern equip-
ment, yet it cannot afford 
to repair or replace those 
bridges. Is this progress? 

Perhaps demands from 
homeowners have changed 
from necessities to conve-
niences. 

LEONARD FREEMAN | ELMIRA

observerxtra.com/ads/

TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS

We’re Delivered to 16,000 homes in Woolwich, 
Wellesley & Waterloo every week.

Beef
Minute Steak

Fresh

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from February 4th - February 9th

$3.99 REG. PRICE
$4.99 /lb.

Store Made

Blackforest Hams
(All sizes)

Burger Meat
(1 lb. Tube)

REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

$7.99

$7.99
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$4.99

Peameal
Bacon Ends

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$3.49 /lb.

$2.49

REG. PRICE
$4.69 /lb.

$3.99

Smoked
Turkey Breast

Dressed
Rolled Ribs

Store Made Originally Harmony Lunch

Store Made Deli Sliced

REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR C

Jacks end the regular 
season with a string of wins
Third-place finish in division sees the team face the Ayr Centennials in first round of playoffs

VERONICA REINER

GALEA |  11

OPEN
COUNTRY

The  
deer by 
moonlight 
thing is for 
the birds

If the song title “Deer 
by Moonlight” has not yet 
been copyrighted by some 
old, romantic crooner, 
allow me to introduce 
the concept.  For I can 
think of nothing more 
beautiful  or serene than 
the sight I witnessed last 
night at midnight when 
I looked out our picture 
window and saw a young 
deer silhouetted before 
an untouched landscape 
of trees, moonbeams and 
freshly fallen snow. It was 
truly magical.

That’s one way of look-
ing at it. The other way is 
to curse the darn animal 
for cleaning out a bird-
feeder I had just filled.

It was at that moment I 
realized I have been had. 

You see, up until then, 
I thought I was moving 
towards being declared 
some sort of patron saint 
to our local bird popula-
tion by feeding them in 
their darkest times. At 
the very least, I imagined 
winning some sort of hu-
manitarian award from 
the Audubon Society or 
Cornell University for 
keeping so many birds 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks wrapped up their 
regular season on a high 
note, extinguishing the 
New Hamburg Firebirds 
4-3 last Friday and taming 
the Burford Bulldogs 8-1 the 
following day.

The winning weekend 
came after a midweek 6-2 
victory over the Norwich 
Merchants in a makeup 
game following the previ-
ous weekend’s weather-
related postponement. 

The Jacks finished the 
season with a record of 27-
8-2-3, their 59 points good 
enough for third place in 
the Provincial Junior Hock-
ey League’s South Doherty 
Division. The Jacks were 
just one back of the second-
place Firebirds (29-9-0-2), 
while the Tavistock Braves 
took the regular-season 
crown with 67 points (32-
5-1-2). 

Friday’s game at the 
neighbouring Wilmot arena 
started strongly, with the 
Jacks’ Jonathon Tsiampas 
drawing first blood at 17:44, 
taking advantage of a power 
play. James Ranson and 
Daniel Tsiampas picked 
up assists. That would be it 
for goals in the first frame, 
giving Wellesley a 1-0 ad-
vantage heading into inter-
mission.

The second stanza was 
much dicier, with New 
Hamburg claiming the lead 
after potting three consecu-
tive goals. The Firebirds’ 
Tyler Randerson began this 
streak at 7:57, then followed 

up shortly after at 8:32. 
Their third goal was scored 
at 13:25 on a power play. 

The Jacks weren’t go-
ing down without a fight, 
finally finding their footing 
at 14:56. Jordan Hoekstra 
(James Ranson) cashed in 
on a power play opportu-
nity, of which there were a 
few as the period was filled 
with roughhousing and the 
teams racked up nine pen-
alties. There was just the 
one goal, however, so the 
Jacks still trailed 3-2 after 
40 minutes.

That being the case, the 
Jacks didn’t let the pressure 
get to them: James Ranson 
scored almost instantly 
after play resumed, just 
38 seconds in, with Colton 
Culbert and Zachary Lyons 
assisting. Reade MacInnes 
(Daniel Tsiampas, Lyons) 
got the go-ahead market at 
1:43. They managed to hang 
on to the lead until the final 
buzzer went off, resulting in 
a 4-3 win.

Wellesley also narrowly 
outshot New Hamburg 32-
31 in this matchup.

The victory gave the 
Jacks momentum heading 
into their last game of the 
regular season, with the 
Burford Bulldogs making 
the trek to Wellesley. The 
Jacks dominated the game, 
with Alex Uttley (Lyons, 
Hoekstra) getting things 
rolling at 12:26. Hoekstra 
followed up quickly at 13:38, 
with Uttley and Keegan 
Saunders picking up assists. 

The Jacks unleashed on 
the Bulldogs in the second 
period, racking up five 

The Applejacks’ final regular season game Saturday night against the Bulldogs saw tempers flare in the last period. A fight broke out 
between several players, with 13 penalties being doled out in the aftermath. Wellesley won the game 8-1. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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Proud Supporter of the 2019 Ontario

at the Woolwich Memorial Centre. 
Dates are January 27th to February 3rd, 2019

Men’s & Women’s Curling Championships
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goals. Jonathon Tsiampas 
(Daniel Tsiampas, Kyle 
Soper) kicked off the scor-
ing frenzy just 57 seconds 
in. Their next goal was 
courtesy of Danny Ranson 
(Hoekstra, James Ran-
son) followed by Daniel 
Tsiampas (Uttley, Jonathon 
Tsiampas) at 5:10. Hoekstra 
managed to score another 
goal shorthanded at 13:06, 
before Uttley wrapped 
things up at 15:26. Daniel 
Tsiampas grabbed the as-
sist. This gave the Jacks a 
significant 7-0 lead going 
back into the room for the 
second intermission.

The third period was no-
table more for the fisticuffs 
rather than the scoring, 
as a huge fight broke out 
amongst several players at 
around 12:17. Penalties were 
doled out on both sides, 
ranging from inciting an 
opponent to major fight-
ing, with ejections in the 
mix. Hockey equipment 
was sprawled all over the 
ice in the aftermath, and 
the game was momentarily 
paused while the ref had a 
discussion with the team 
captains. 

When play resumed, 
Burford finally found the 

net, scoring shorthanded 
at 13:31. James Ranson re-
sponded shortly after on a 
power play, with Saunders 
and Daniel Tsiampas pick-
ing up assists. When the 
buzzer went, the scoreboard 
read 8-1 for the home team.

Having potted a pair and 
assisted on two others, Alex 
Uttley set a new record for 
the most points in winning 
the division scoring race 
with 98 (45 goals, 53 assists).

The Jacks open the play-
offs Saturday night at home 
against the sixth-place Ayr 
Centennials (19-19-2-0). 
Game time is 7:30 p.m.
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On the road, Elmira makes fairly short work of Brantford, but continues struggle against Waterloo

Shifting fortunes see the Kings win one, lose one

FAISAL ALI

What started out as a 
good weekend with a 5-0 
win in Brantford turned 
as quickly as the recent 
weather when the Elmira 
Sugar Kings fell 5-1 the fol-
lowing day in Waterloo. It 
was their biggest loss to the 
Siskins this season, and the 
third in a row to the neigh-
bouring team.

With just ten games left 
in the season, the Kings 
will need to start laying 
into the top teams – Strat-
ford, Waterloo and Kitch-
ener – if they hope to be 
competitive in the playoffs.

The Kings’ weekend 
started on a high, however, 
as they handed another 
loss to the hapless Brant-
ford 99ers (10-27-1-2), bury-
ing the puck five times 
while keeping the opposi-
tion at bay through 60 min-
utes. Special teams were a 
key part of the win, as the 
Kings struck four times on 
the power play.

Though the Sugar Kings 
have consistently outper-
formed the 99ers this sea-
son, earning two shutouts, 
they couldn’t get cocky. 
Their previous meeting 
saw the teams play to a 
3-3 draw that not even an 
additional two overtimes 
could solve.

So there may have been 
a collective sigh of relief 
from the Elmira side when 
the goals started to accu-
mulate. Tyson Hillier (Ivan 
Brewer, Jakson Kirk) broke 
ice with the first of the 
match, 12:32 into the frame, 
and from there the points 
kept coming. A second goal 
was buried four minutes 
later courtesy of Jonah 
Burley (Anthony Azzano, 
Hunter Dubecki) on the 
power play to make it 2-0 
by the first intermission.

The second played out 

same as the first in this 
game, with the Kings put-
ting up another two goals 
in 20 minutes, both on the 
power play. Azzano (Du-
becki) fired off a dinger at 
7:10 with the man advan-
tage, and Brewer followed 
up minutes later for anoth-
er, with Burley and Azzano 
getting assists.

The scoreboard read 4-0 
for the visitors when the 
final frame opened, and 
the Kings were looking for 
a shutout: the Elmira con-
tingent went on the defen-

sive, but nonetheless saw 
another point added to the 
board when Harrison Toms 
(Damian Figueira, Kurtis 
Goodwin) slotted the final 
power play marker of the 
match at 9:15.

The final score read 5-0 
Kings, earning Elmira net-
minder Mat Woroniuk his 
first shutout of the season.

Penalty trouble appeared 
to be the 99ers’ biggest 
hurdle, as the Kings were 
given 10 man advantages to 
work with, and scored on 
four. The Kings in turn had 

seven penalty kills over the 
game, and locked down all 
of them. 

Knocking out the 99ers 
Saturday with little diffi-
culty, the Kings hit a dead 
zone the following after-
noon in Waterloo. The roles 
were almost reversed from 
the night before, with the 
home team running ahead 
to a clear victory and the 
visitors struggling to put up 
a fight.

Waterloo made it 1-0 in 
the first five minutes of 
play, and added a second to 
the board at the 18-minute 
mark for a 2-0 spread by 
the first intermission.

The second saw Elmira 
make a small comeback, 
but not before the Siskins 
potted their third point just 
over three minutes from 
the drop. Mason McMahon 
(Harrison Toms, Damian 
Figueira) put the Kings on 
the board just one minute 
later to make it 3-1, but the 
visitors couldn’t work the 
momentum to make it a 
closer game.

The board stayed frozen 
in place for the remainder 
of the frame, and when 
the next goal came, it was 
again off a Waterloo stick.

Just nine seconds into 
the final frame, the Sis-
kins created a three-point 
chasm by going up 4-1. 

With the minutes count-
ing down, the Kings pulled 
Woroniuk for the addition-
al firepower, but instead 
saw a fifth goal knocked 
into their net to end the 
game as a 5-1 loss.

With the playoffs now 
on the horizon, moving up 
in the standings becomes 
more pressing.  The Kings 
have six points on the table 
this weeked as they take 
on three teams in as many 
days. They’ll have to com-
pete without a home crowd 
to back them up, however, 
as all three games will be 
on the road.

On Friday night, the El-
mira team will be in Strat-
ford for a 7:30 p.m. match 
against the first-place 
team in the Midwestern 
Conference. The following 
evening, the Kings will be 
at the Galt arena to take on 
the Cambridge Redhawks. 
And on Sunday the Kings 
will have a shot at some 
comeuppance as they face 
off against the Waterloo 
Siskins in a 1:30 p.m. mati-
nee.

The Kings remain on the 
road as curling has taken 
over the Woolwich Me-
morial Centre, where the 
provincials culminate Sat-
urday and Sunday with the 
finals for the women’s and 
men’s games, respectively.

Checking the depth of the ice is an essential first step before thinking about dropping a line.

The Sugar Kings celebrate their lone goal against the Siskins during Sunday’s matchup at the Waterloo Memorial Recreation Complex. 
[VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Cold snap allows GRCA to open one of its ice-fishing spots
VERONICA REINER

Better late than 
never? Local ice-fishing 
enthusiasts may be among 
the few who appreciate the 
cold snow that has allowed 
the Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority to open one 
of its three winter venues 
for anglers.

“Bit of a late start to the 
season but we are in good 
shape now with over 12 
inches of ice,” said Bel-
wood Lake superintendent 
Derek Strub. “Getting good 
reports of Pike and Wall-
eye being caught and by 
the looks of the number of 
people coming out in less 
than comfortable condi-
tions, they must be catch-
ing them.”

The two other locations 
that offer ice fishing oper-
ated by the GRCA, Shade’s 
Mills in Cambridge and 
Pinehurst Lake in Paris, 
are currently closed for the 
season.

Shade’s Mills cannot op-
erate the program due to a 
50,000-litre jet fuel spill on 
Highway 401 on January 
13. The impact may have 
gone as far as Cambridge 
and is under investigation 

by the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Conservation and 
Parks.

“We won’t offer ice fish-
ing at Shade’s Mills until 
we can determine the 
impact of the fuel spill,” 
said GRCA spokesperson 
Lisa Stocco. “And we can’t 
do that right now – the 
ministry is still working on 
that, but it is ice-covered, 
so it makes it quite difficult 
for them to have a good 
understanding of the full 
impact.”

The third and final ice 
fishing location, Pinehurst 
Lake in Paris, is also closed 
for the season, effective 
January 25. Pinehurst is 
typically the last location 
to open for ice fishing out 
of all reservoirs for the sea-
son due to its more south-
ern location.

“Ice fishing is not avail-
able at Pinehurst Lake at 
present due to insufficient 
ice thickness on the lake,” 
said GRCA communica-
tions coordinator Cam Lin-
wood. “The park itself re-
mains open for land-based 
activities like hiking.”

The timing of the open-
ing of each program is 
unpredictable since it 

depends entirely on the 
climate.

“It’s weather-depen-
dent,” said Stocco. “So 
it really depends on the 
weather because you need 
enough time and enough 
cold temperatures to build 
up the appropriate amount 
of ice to meet our safety 
standards before we can 
open.”

“Our winter park activi-
ties season is variable and 
changes from year-to-

year,” added Linwood. “It 
is highly dependent upon 
factors such as snowfall, 
cold temperatures, weather 
systems, freeze/thaw 
events, etc.”

Last year in comparison, 
the sport was available for a 
very short season because 
of dryer weather. The GRCA 
needs to consider ice thick-
ness and potential impact 
on the fish population be-
fore deciding to open for ice 
fishing. The organization 

seeks a specific type of ice 
before they open, according 
to Linwood.

“To open ice fishing, 
GRCA staff look for con-
sistent ice thickness of at 
least six inches of ‘blue’ ice 
across the surface of the 
lake,” said Linwood. “Blue 
ice is usually clear and con-
sidered the strongest type 
of ice that forms on a lake. 
‘White’ or ‘opaque’ ice is 
less strong and is generally 
required to be double the 

thickness of blue ice before 
it’s considered safe for ice 
fishing.”

Conditions at Belwood 
Lake are being monitored 
regularly to ensure the ice 
thickness meets safety 
requirements. If the ice be-
comes too thin, the program 
will be suspended until it is 
safe to resume.

“We’re looking for a cer-
tain amount of thickness to 
ensure safety,” said Stocco. 
“So we also take fish into 
consideration. So if the 
reservoir is low, we may not 
offer ice fishing as an ex-
ample, because it’s not good 
for the fishery.

“In that case last year, 
we did delay for a period 
of time. We did eventually 
open when we were able to 
fill the reservoir and had a 
sufficient amount of ice.”

Pike, perch, smallmouth 
bass, and walleye are among 
the fish varieties in Belwood 
Lake, open from 8 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. for land-based 
activities at 8282 Wellington 
County Road in Fergus. 

Fishers should bundle 
up and come prepared with 
their own equipment, as the 
park is not selling bait or 
renting huts at this time.



SPORTS | 11THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 2019

well-fed through winter. 
The amount of bird seed 
I have bought this winter 
seemed to be ample proof 
of that. 

Until I saw that deer, I 
had wondered how those 
few little chickadees 
could pack so much away 
in so short a time and 
still keep so trim – which 
is why I have also been 
working on “The Chicka-
dee Diet and Exercise 
Program” infomercial 
that I thought was go-
ing to make me millions. 
(Spoiler alert – it’s basi-
cally flap your arms con-
stantly, chirp, and eat all 
the birdseed you want.)

But, alas, it was this 
midnight raiding deer 
that was doing the dam-
age all along. 

This wouldn’t bother 
me so much if not for the 
fact that the birdseed I 
am using does not even 
represent so much as a 

minor snack to a deer-
sized animal – so it’s 
hardly doing it any good 
and is in fact detrimental 
to the birds. Plus it costs 
$7.99 a bag, and my gen-
erosity towards wildlife 
only goes so far.

I guess I should have 
suspected the deer a 
couple of weeks ago 
when I started noticing 
its fresh tracks under the 
feeder each time I refilled 
it. But, gullible me, I 
thought the deer was just 
visiting to marvel at my 
compassionate efforts 
directed towards hungry 
winter birds. For the re-
cord, that’s what happens 
when you are exposed to 
too much Bambi in your 
childhood. 

What threw me off was 
that the chickadees, nut-
hatches and woodpeckers 
still were still visiting 
the feeder during the day 
and, apparently, picking 
up all the seeds the deer 

could not eat.  And now I 
know they were probably 
not as impressed with me 
as I thought.

The sad part is there 
is no way to clear up this 
misunderstanding since I 
am not very good at whis-
tling. Unfortunately, this 
is the kind of thing that 
gets you a bad reputation 
with the local avian popu-
lation. And, believe me, 
you definitely don’t want 
to get on their bad side.

It’s like being the 
person who gives out 
healthy snacks or apples 
at Halloween. I don’t 
expect my house to get 
egged but birds can do 
some pretty nasty things 
to your car.

To avoid this, I’m going 
to have to resign myself 
to buying enough feed for  
birds by day and deer by 
night. That should keep 
everyone happy – at least 
until the @#$! squirrels 
come along. 

GALEA: Augmenting nature’s bounty 
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Goals: Seb Garrett
Assists: Nate Whittom

Bantam: LL2
Jan 26 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies 3
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Tristan Kraemer, Will 
McDougall (2)
Assists: Adrian Kocan (2), Owen 
Hackert, James McCormick, Seb 
Garrett

Bantam: MINOR A
Jan 26 vs New Hamburg
Home: 4 Visitor: 3
Goals: Ethan Martin, Ryan 
Brubacher, Keenan Martin (2)
Assists: Ryan Brubacher, Jordan 
Chang, Parker Alles, Emmett 
Weissenboeck

Bantam: MINOR A
Jan 27 vs New Hamburg
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Isaiah Shantz, Emmett 
Weissenboeck, Ethan Martin
Assists: Will Lavigne, Teagan 
Cadeau, Eric Hutton
Shutout: Ian Darroch

Bantam: MINOR AE
Jan 27 vs Oakville Rangers
Home: 2 Visitor: 9
Goals: Tucker Armstrong, David 
Taylor
Assists: Ben Wilkie (2)

Bantam: LL1
Jan 26 vs Embro
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Oscar Fitch, Carter Rollins, 
Sam Goebel
Assists: Ethan Murr, Josh Moore, 
Corbin Schmidt (2), Gabe 
Hicknell

Tournaments

Atom: LL#3
Jan 25 vs West London C4
Home: 4 Visitor: 5
Goals: Ryder Bauman, Tyler 
Bauman, Cohen Clemmer, Aaron 
Dolson
Assists: Ryder Bauman, Cohen 
Clemmer, Johnny Petrone

Atom: LL#3
Jan 25 vs NobleKing Knights 
LL2

THE SCORE
WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: LL#1
Jan 20 vs Beverley
Home: 4 Visitor: 5
Goals: Kolton Brubacher (3), 
Ronan Doherty
Assists: Owen Dally, Ethan Level, 
Nolan Beatty, Ronan Doherty

NOVICE: LL#1
Jan 26 vs Beverley
Home: 1 Visitor: 5
Goals: Brylee Patterson
Assists: Edwin Martin, Nolan 
Beatty

Novice: MAJOR A
Jan 26 vs Owen Sound Attack
Home: 10 Visitor: 3
Goals: Kolten Noot (2), Cody 
Paquet (2), Nathan Seller (2), 
Bryce McFadden (2), Carter 
Crane, Owen Porter
Assists: Nathan Seller (3), 
Carson Kellough (2), Ethan 
Straus, Owen Porter, Bryce 
McFadden, Jackson Gillies, 
Kitson Bakker

Novice: LL2
Jan 19 vs Plattsville
Home: 5 Visitor: 2
Goals: Nicholas Shardlow (3), 
Madden Habermehl (2)
Assists: Madden Habermehl (3)

Novice: LL2
Jan 27 vs Embro
Home: 5 Visitor: 1
Goals: Braun Draper (2), 
Madden Habermehl (2), 
Nicholas Shardlow
Assists: Madden Habermehl (2), 
Aiden Basler (2), Braun Draper, 
Nicholas Shardlow, Dexter 
Mannhardt

Atom: AE
Jan 14 vs Ancaster Avalanche
Home: 8 Visitor: 2
Goals: Cam Dawson, Luke 

Forbes, Sammy Krushchat, 
Owen Hallman, Josh Thompson, 
Cohen Clemmer (2), Owen 
McAdam
Assists: Cam Dawson, Luke 
Forbes, Owen McAdam, Sammy 
Krushchat, Sam Houston, Brody 
Habermehl, Charlie Basler, Owen 
MacGregor, Josh Thompson (2)

Atom: AE
Jan 18 vs Ancaster Avalanche
Home: 9 Visitor: 3
Goals: Luke Forbes (3), Owen 
McAdam (3), Sammy Kruschat 
(2), Will Krubally
Assists: Luke Forbes (2), Owen 
McAdam, Sammy Krushchat, 
Sam Houston, Brody Habermehl 
(2), Fraser Allen, Josh Thompson

Atom: AE
Jan 19 vs Guelph Gryphons
Home: 2 Visitor: 4
Goals: Will Krubally, Owen 
Hallman
Assists: Owen MacGregor, Fraser 
Allen

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan 26 vs Halton Hills Thunder
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec (2)
Assists: Sutton Meier, Alex 
Veitch

Atom: MINOR A
Jan 27 vs Burlington Eagles
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Mason Gear, Matthew 
Kochut, Nolan Martin (2), Cruz 
Balog
Assists: Jordan Martin, Cruz 
Balog (2), Thomas McCarthy
Shutouts: Cohen Patterson

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Jan 26 vs Guelph Gryphons
Home: 1 Visitor: 4
Goals: Hunter Brown
Assists: Keegan Martin, Josh 
Uhrig

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Jan 26 vs Halton Hills Thunder
Home: 2 Visitor: 3
Goals: Preston Hackert, Matthew 
Ramage
Assists: Owen Tettman, Josh 
Uhrig

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Jan 19 vs Milton
Home: 3 Visitor: 8
Goals: Drew Snyder, Owen 
Weppler, Blake Dueck
Assists: Gavin Sager, Drew 
Snyder, Owen Weppler, Nate 
Dyck

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Jan 24 vs Caledon
Home: 0 Visitor: 4

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Jan 26 vs Flamborough
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Bryson Rozema, Brooks 
Lehtonen
Assists: Nate Dyck
Shutouts: Reid Deyell

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Jan 22 vs Brampton 45’s
Home: 0 Visitor: 6

PeeWee: MINOR
Jan 24 vs Halton Hills Thunder
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Josh Carson (2), Blake 
Mayer
Assists: Evan Woods
Shutouts: Mitch Roemer

PeeWee: MINOR A
Jan 26 vs Halton Hills Thunder
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Danny Schaefer (2), 
Karsten Smith, Evan Woods
Assists: Evan Woods, Karsten 
Smith, Carter Snider

Bantam: LL2
Jan 25 vs Embro Edge 2
Home: 1 Visitor: 2

Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Shutouts: Ben Hacock

Atom: LL#3
Jan 26 vs Mariposa
Home: 1 Visitor: 3
Goals: Tyler Bauman
Assists: Cohen Clemmer

Atom: LL#3
Jan 26 vs West Lorne Comets
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Max Stains (2), Cohen 
Clemmer, Wade Holland
Assists: Cohen Clemmer (2), 
Ryder Bauman, Wade Holland, 
Max Stains

Atom: LL#2
Jan 25 vs Barrie Colts Orange
Home: 10 Visitor: 3
Goals: Oliver Horn (3), Grant 
Rintoul (5), Christien Desroches, 
Carter Crummer

Atom: LL#2
Jan 26 vs Caledonia Thunder
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Grant Rintoul (2)

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL#1
Jan 26 vs Kitchener lady Rang-
ers Red
Home: 0 Visitor: 0
Shutouts: Haylee Turcott

Novice: LL#2
Jan 26 vs Guelph Novice White
Home: 4 Visitor: 4
Goals: Maria Martin, Kailey 
Hardman, Tatianna Kocan, Ava 
Weber
Assists: Sophie Hahn, Brook 
Wilson, Bronwyn Rozema (2), 
Tatianna Kocan, Kailey Hardman 
(2), Eden Ropp

Novice: LL#2
Jan 27 vs Cambridge Roadrun-
ners 1
Home: 0 Visitor: 0
Shutouts: Alanna Pickett

Atom: LL
Jan 27 vs Ayr Rockets
Home: 0 Visitor: 0
Shutouts: Emily Bauman

Atom: B
Jan 24 vs Grand River Mustangs
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Alexa Grundy, Madison 
Klaehn
Assists: Callie Gruhl
Shutouts: Hailey Thom

Atom: B
Jan 27 vs Waterloo Ravens
Home: 1 Visitor: 3
Goals: Sophie Hallman
Assists: Addison Birmingham

Atom: A
Jan 25 vs Waterloo
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Lexie De Jeu (2), Emma 
McCoubrey
Assists: Maya Slot, Emily 
Metzger, Kylie Rayfield
Shutouts: Riley Nelson

PeeWee: BB
Jan 25 vs Kitchener
Home: 1 Visitor: 1
Goals: keira Lavellee
Assists: Avery Grundy, Sara 
Forwell

PeeWee: BB
Jan 26 vs Brampton
Home: 4 Visitor: 0
Goals: Avery Grundy, Sophie 
Payne, Olivia Straus (2)
Assists: Claire Catton, Tiana 
Bender (2), Brie Brezynskie (2), 
Olivia Straus, Sophie Payne (2)
Shutouts: Makenna Kroetsch

PeeWee: LL
Jan 27 vs Guelph Mustangs
Home: 1 Visitor: 5
Goals: Maggie Ropp
Assists: Kelly Grant

Bantam: B
Jan 26 vs Chatsworth Rebels 
Bantam B
Home: 0 Visitor: 0
Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

Bantam: B
Jan 27 vs Chatsworth Rebels 
Bantam B
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Marlee Fraser (2), Taylor 
Schmitt

Assists: Taylor Schmitt, Cara 
Wing

Tournaments

Atom: LL
Jan 18 vs Upper Maitland 
Mustangs
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Addison Bettke (2), 
Addison Searth
Assists: Mia Medeiros

Atom: LL
Jan 18 vs Hamilton Hawks
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Addison Bettke (2), Mia 
Medeiros (2), Addison Fitzgerald
Assists: Emma Huber (2), 
Amelia McLeod (2)
Shutouts: Emily Bauman

Atom: LL
Jan 19 vs North Middlesex Stars
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Addison Bettke (3)

Atom: LL
Jan 19 vs Wallaceburg Lakers
Home: 0 Visitor: 2

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: MINOR AA
Jan 27 vs London Jr Knights
Home: 2 Visitor: 4
Goals: Joel Venerus, Emre Alves
Assists: Rohan Jobanputra, 
Preston Murray

WOOLWICH 
THRASHERS

Tournaments

Open Non-Contact 
Jan 25 vs Durham Steelhawks
Home: 0 Visitor: 2

Open Non-Contact
Jan 26 vs Buffalo Sabres
Home: 5 Visitor: 1
Goals: Gideon Chamberlain (2), 
Dustin Hoag, Josh Chambers, 
Logan Gillingham
Assists: Dillon Stuebing (2), 
Jeramee Snethlage, Troy 
Clemmer

Open Non-Contact
Jan 26 vs London Blizzard
Home: 7 Visitor: 0
Goals: Gideon Chamberlain 
(2), Josh Chambers (2), Troy 
Clemmer, Logan Gillingham, 
Dillon Stuebing
Assists: Logan Gillingham (3), 
Troy Clemmer
Shutouts: Daniel Peters

Open Non-Contact
Jan 26 vs Kawartha Blazers Jr
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Josh Chambers, Gideon 
Chamberlain
Assists: Megan O’Brien (2), 
Hunter Karn

Open Non-Contact
Jan 27 vs Durham Steelhawks
Home: 0 Visitor: 5

Intermediates
Jan 25 vs Long Island 
RoughRiders
Home: 1 Visitor: 1
Goals: Andy Menkveld
Assists: Carl Kraayenbrink

Intermediates
Jan 25 vs Niagara Thunder-
blades
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Matt Byars (2), Andy 
Menkveld
Assists: Kevin Menkveld, Evan 
Kraayenbrink, Christy Campbell, 
Matt Byars

Intermediates
Jan 26 vs KW Sidewinders
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Matt Byars (2), Evan 
Kraayenbrink
Assists: Tracey Growden
Shutouts: Dean Clemmer

Intermediates
Jan 27 vs Johnstown Sitting 
Bulls
Home: 1 Visitor: 6
Goals: Matt Byars
Assists: Paul Carere, Devon Sivill

LINING IT UP AT THE PROVINCIALS

Charley Thomas of Team Thomas delivering the rock during Monday action at the provincials at the WMC in Elmira.  Thomas comes out of 
the Kitchener-based Westmount Golf and Country Club. As of Wednesday morning, with five games played Thomas is tied in second in the 
standings with Team Epping and Team Howard at 4 wins and a loss. Sitting in first is Team McDonald at 5-0. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]



12 | VENTURE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 2019

VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

TECHNOLOGY / BUILDING ON DEVELOPMENT

Region looks to become 
green-tech hub with evolvGREEN

When researchers at 
the University of Guelph 
started shining a light on 
the isolation faced by farm-
ers – and the accompany-
ing mental health chal-
lenges that come with be-
ing alone – alarms started 
ringing. Farmers feed us; 
we need them healthy and 
productive for everyone’s 
sake, including their own.

But what about their ru-
ral neighbours, particularly 
the elderly? 

Keeping track of how the 
elderly live is important, 
particularly as Canadians 
are living longer and the 
elderly proportion of Ontar-
io’s rural population grows. 

“How many elderly 
people are living indepen-
dently affects the demand 
for home-support services 
in rural communities, while 
also demonstrating why 
caregiver support is becom-
ing more necessary,” says 
Norman Ragetlie, executive 
director at the Rural On-
tario Institute.

Indeed, elderly people 
are living longer, and as 
time marches on, they too 
experience feelings of iso-
lation not unlike farmers. 
That may not be as true for 
those living in the com-
munities they were born 
and raised in, where they’re 
well known to their neigh-
bours.

But in Ontario, there’s 
a new breed of elderly – 
namely, those who move to 
rural Ontario to get some 
relief from the crippling 
cost of housing in urban ar-
eas, or to enjoy the relative 
serenity of rural life in re-
tirement. That pursuit isn’t 
limited to elderly people, 
but it may be among the 
last choice they ever make 

Shedding 
light on 
rural 
housing for 
the elderly
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Canada’s first zero carbon building will be home to an incubator for environmentally friendly ventures

FAISAL ALI

Developed by the Cora Group, the evolv1 office building celebrates its opening on Friday. [CORA GROUP | SUBMITTED]

In and of itself, the 
evolv1 office building is 
an impressive feat of en-
gineering. Aptly situated 
in the “Idea Quarter” of 
the City of Waterloo, the 
evolv1 became Canada’s 
first project to receive 
a carbon-zero building 
certificate. So what better 
place to grow and develop 
the region’s burgeoning 
green industry?

That’s the intent with 
the official launch this 
week of evolvGREEN. A 
collaborative project to 
put the Region of Waterloo 
at the forefront of sustain-
able business and tech-
nology, evolvGREEN will 
operate from the green 
open office spaces of the 
evolv1 building, sending 
an important message in 
the process.

“To me it’s very simple,” 
said Paul Parker, associate 
dean in the University of 
Waterloo School of Envi-
ronment, Enterprise and 
Development, of the loca-
tion. “It’s to demonstrate 
we can have the future 
today. So how do we grow 
the green economy, a low-

carbon future? We start by 
saying we don’t need fos-
sil fuels in our buildings. 
So that’s the message of 
evolv1 being zero carbon 
building.”

Owned and developed 
by the Cora Group, the 
evolv1 office building 
is a net positive energy 
producer, meaning that it 
contributes more clean en-
ergy to the Ontario electric 
grid than it subtracts. It’s 
still a private operation, 
however, proving that the 
net-positive buildings are 
commercially viable. Cru-
cially, the office building 
was designed to be repli-
cable, using conventional 
technologies readily avail-
able on the market today, 
and employing local talent 
to build.

“The Cora Group want-
ed to build a Class A of-
fice building, with a high 
degree of sustainability, 
and at market rates,” said 
Cora Group COO Adrian 
Conrad in an email to the 
Observer. “We wanted to 
build a commercially vi-
able building that operates 
without carbon emissions 
and show there is no lon-
ger an excuse to develop 

without sustainability in 
mind.”

The office building is 
designed to be the ideal 
place for start-ups and 
sustainable businesses to 
set up shop. The ground 
floor of the evolv1 build-
ing, meanwhile, will serve 
as the base of operations 
for the evolvGREEN proj-
ect, which is a combined 
effort by Sustainable 
Waterloo Region, the Ac-
celerator Centre, Wilfrid 
Laurier University and the 
University of Waterloo.

“We want to provide a 
pathway for our students 
and colleagues and friends 
with good ideas to say, 
‘how do we make the fu-
ture a reality with sustain-
able services and low-car-
bon goods and services?’” 
said Parker.

“Essentially it’s a col-
laboration between those 
four organization to cre-
ate a community hub that 
focuses on the green econ-
omy and really foster the 
culture of sustainability in 
Waterloo Region,” added 
Tabatha Laverty of the 
Accelerator Centre, which 
has years of experience 
in helping young start-up 

businesses in the region. 
It now hopes to apply that 
same expertise to growing 
green industry businesses 
as well.

“The  Accelerator Cen-
tre’s role in that is we’re 
going to be operating 
Ontario’s only green-tech 
dedicated accelerator. An 
incubation space. So, what 
that is we’re calling it the 
TD Sustainable Future 
Lab,” she explained.

Through the lab, and the 
centre’s accelerator pro-
gram, the hope is to give 
more green-tech start-ups 
in the region the support 
they need to flourish. 
It’s just one piece of the 
evolvGreen puzzle, which 
in its entirety hopes to 
drive the green sector for-
ward in the region.

“The evolvGREEN is 
a collaborative space,” 
explained Tova Davidson 
executive director of Sus-
tainable Waterloo Region, 
which led the charge on 
the evolvGREEN project. 
“And what has happened 
in there is the four part-
ners, and then people who 
then come in and work 
there as well ... together 
are all working to take ad-

vantage of the green tech 
sector world-wide which 
is a $3-trillion sector, but 
Canada is losing market 
share.”

Of course, the area is no 
slouch when it comes to 
science and technology; 
the talent and leader-
ship exists in Waterloo, 
contends Davidson, but it 
needs to be leveraged to 
spur on rapid growth.

“We in Waterloo Region 
are a strong leader in 
sustainability and innova-
tion, and I think it’s an 
opportunity for diversifi-
cation and strengthening 
of our economy through 
the adoption and leverag-
ing of that innovation and 
leadership that happens 
here. So the idea, the vi-
sion from Sustainable Wa-
terloo Region, is that what 
we want to do is to acceler-
ate that to the economic 
benefit of our region,” she 
said,

The evolvGREEN pro-
gram will be officially 
launching tomorrow 
(Friday), at the evolv1 
building located in the 
David Johnston Research 
+ Technology Park at the 
UW campus.
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for housing. If it doesn’t 
work out because of lack of 
services, their options for 
alternatives are limited.   

And how about new Ca-
nadians who arrive with 
elderly parents and can’t 
afford urban housing, or 
move to the country for 
jobs doing what other 
Ontarians won’t do, such 
as manual labour or farm 
work? They too may not 
have the asset base to remo-
bilize once they set down 
roots. 

Whatever the case, many 
seniors require support of 
various kinds as they age. 
Inevitably, almost all will 
be less dependent than 
they once were. And the 
Rural Ontario Institute fig-
ured municipalities needed 
a better understanding of 
this situation. 

So it conducted a series 
of studies that revealed 
details about the living 

arrangements of seniors – 
one of the most fundamen-
tal facts to know about any 
demography.

It found a huge range of 
results. Depending on the 
region in the province, for 
example, its survey showed 
that among seniors in col-
lective dwellings, about 
one-half of seniors 75-plus 
years of age were residing 
in specialized-care settings 
such as nursing homes or 
long-term care. 

That has huge implica-
tions for municipal plan-
ning, not to mention for 
in-province migration: if 
you’re a senior and you 
know the odds are 50-50 
that you’ll be headed for 
long-term care, you’ll be 
more likely to head to a 
rural municipality that isn’t 
struggling to meet seniors’ 
housing needs. Conversely, 
if you now live where needs 
aren’t being met, and think 
you’ll need accelerated 

care, you might consider 
leaving. 

“This data also gives us 
insight into why the avail-
ability of beds in long-term 
care facilities is such an 
important concern,” says 
Ragetlie.  

And this was an eye-
opener: in rural Ontario, 
a whopping 54 per cent of 
seniors 90-plus years old 
are living alone in a private 
dwelling. It stands that old-
er seniors living alone may 
need home care as they 
continue to age. Seniors liv-
ing alone are more likely to 
be accessing formal home 
care.

Traditionally, rural 
Ontario was a help-your-
neighbour kind of place. 
By the looks of the figures 
gathered by the institute, a 
lot of your neighbours are 
seniors – and given the par-
ticularly nasty winter we’re 
having, no doubt a lot of 
them could use help.

ROBERTS: Research shows huge implications
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TERRAIN 
 DENALI MODEL SHOWN

ACADIA
DENALI MODEL SHOWN

YUKON
DENALI MODEL SHOWN

ELIGIBLE COSTCO
MEMBERS RECEIVE

PREFERRED
PRICING
MUST BE A MEMBER  SINCE JAN 4/19 OR EARLIER. 
CONDITIONS APPLY.

PLUS A
$500

ON SELECT 2019 MODELS
COSTCO CASH CARD*

WINTER SALES EVENT

SHOP LIKE A PRO WITH OUR LIMITED TIME COSTCO OFFER

Incredible performance meets extraordinary comfort 
in Kubota’s SSV Series. The Kubota Tier IV Diesel 
engine is easy-to-maintain and provides plenty of 
power to move large square or round bales with ease. 
Features like new side lights expand your visibility, 
and the roll up door and wide operator area help you 
stay alert and  more productive. Finally getting the job 
done right also means getting it done easily.

PERFORMANCE AND 
COMFORT ALL ROLLED 
INTO ONE.

kubota.ca  |  kubota.ca  |  

UNBEATABLE

DEALS

+ADDITIONAL
SAVINGS FROM

O N E  D AY  O N LY !

0519 Wellington Road 7, Elora  |  519.846.5388
1.800.661.7006  |  www.deboersequipment.com    

*For base model SSV65P canopy with std bucket only. No other attachments or options 
included in this price. $35,950 cash price only, regular rate Kubota financing available 
OAC. Limited quantities. 

SSV65P
CANOPY MODELS

STARTING AT

$35,950 *

Please check to make sure 
that the information is 

correct. Mark any errors on 
this copy and email or fax 

back to (519) 843-7607
or call (519) 843-5410
by TUESDAY NOON.

IF WE DO NOT HEAR 
FROM YOU, YOUR AD 

WILL BE PRINTED 
IN THE NEWSPAPER 

AS IT IS HERE.

DEADLINES:
Our deadlines for 
ad submission is 

MONDAY AT 3:00 P.M.
Our deadline for 

error corrections is
TUESDAY AT NOON.
Please feel free to call 
us to discuss your ad.

Ads are designed for our 
publication ONLY.

We do not charge for 
design however if you 

would like a jpeg version of 
your ad for social media a 

nominal $20 charge 
will apply.

Please sign your APPROVAL

The
Wellington 
Advertiser

Fergus, Ont.

PLEASE
READ:

NOTE: 
A CANCELLATION FEE OF

$50
applies to any ads 

cancelled after 
MONDAY AT 5PM.

PROOF OF YOUR AD 
for the January 31 issue.  
3 columns x 7” - $451.50 less 40% 
discount + colour + HST per issue

PLEASE REPLY WITH YOUR APPROVAL 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

Thank you,
Jacqueline Furfaro
Production Dept.

UNBEATABLE

DEALS

+ADDITIONAL
SAVINGS FROM

O N E  D AY  O N LY !

SERVING YOU SINCE 

1965
FARM | INDUSTRIAL | RECREATIONAL | HOME

SERVING YOU SINCE 

1965

0519 Wellington Road 7, Elora  |  519.846.5388
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OAC. Limited quantities. 
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SSV65P 
CANOPY MODELS

STARTING AT

$35,950*
• 65 HP, 1950 lbs. lift 

capacity
• Units in Stock, 

Ready for Delivery
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

A man out of time has to tie up loose threads
Elmira Theatre Company gets you thinking in staging Norm Foster dramedy The Gentleman Clothier

VERONICA REINER

Take a journey through 
the centuries in Elmira 
Theatre Company’s pro-
duction of The Gentleman 
Clothier, written by famed 
Canadian playwright Norm 
Foster.

The dramedy centres 
around Norman Davenport 
(Brian Otto), who fulfills 
his lifelong dream of open-
ing up his own men’s cloth-
ing store in present-day 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. De-
spite his success with doing 
so, there is another wish 
of Norman’s that is a little 
harder to accomplish. 

“Norman all his life has 
felt like he was born in the 
wrong century,” explained 
veteran director Thom 
Smith. “He thinks that if 
he were born in a different 
time, he’d be a much hap-
pier person because things 
were ‘better’ in that time.

“He is putting up with 
the distractions of the 
modern-day, and ends 
up meeting a couple of 
people.”

A bold Sophie Tomesko, 
played by ETC newcomer 
Jessica Blondin, bursts 
through the door of his 
clothing shop as though 
she owns the place. Sophie 
explains to Norman that 
she is an excellent tailor – 
her father and grandfather 
worked the job, making her 
a perfect fit at his clothing 
store.

She is not so much ask-
ing Norman as she is just 
getting down to work, no 
matter what he has to say 
on the issue. 

Next, we meet Alisha 

Sparrow (Michelle Salmon), 
a socialite that Norman 
takes a liking to. Sparrow 
comes in looking for a suit 
for her husband, however, 
the store is still not open 
yet.

Rounding out the cast is 
Patrick Markham (James 
Noble), who comes in on 
the opening day of the 
shop, pulls on Norman’s 
heartstrings, and gets a job 
out of it.

“What ends up happen-
ing is Patrick convinces 
Norman that he needs to 
make a wish,” said Smith. 

“Norman makes this wish 
to be a tailor in 1894.”

After wishing on a lady-
bug, the dream becomes a 
reality, and the entire cast 
gets transported back to 
19th century London.

“So at the end of the 
play, Norman has to make 
a decision to right what he 
has done,” said Smith. “He 
has the choice of staying in 
the past where he is happy 
now, or moving ahead and 
putting everything back to 
rights and coming back to 
being in the 21st century, 
where everyone’s life goes 

back to normal, as far as he 
knows. It’s a bit of a moral-
ity play; it’s a play about 
consequences.”

The story is guaranteed 
to make you think about 
your place in time. Otto 
said that when creating the 
character of Norman, he 
avoided looking at other 
interpretations of the char-
acter and made it his own.

“Most directors and act-
ing teachers will tell you 
it’s all in the text,” said 
Otto. “Everything you need 
is in the text. Now you 
make your own interpre-

tation on it – don’t copy 
someone else’s interpreta-
tion.”

He described the titular 
character as fastidious, 
well-dressed, and proud 
of his skills. To form Nor-
man’s unique spoken 
accent, Otto found inspira-
tion from a Canadian actor.

“I’ve been using Christo-
pher Plummer – he’s Cana-
dian, but he speaks with a 
sort of cultured, not quite 
British, but very cultured 
Canadian-British hybrid 
speech,” said Otto. “I’ve 
been trying to mimic that 

Brian Otto, Jessica Blondin, Michelle Salmon and James R. Noble rehearse a scene from the Elmira Theatre Company production The Gentleman Clothier. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

because I think it fits Nor-
man’s character.”

The cast is a mix of new-
comers and ETC veterans.

“Both Brian Otto and 
Michelle Salmon are very 
experienced actors,” said 
producer Bev Dietrich. 
“They have been with El-
mira Theatre Company for 
a number of years.

“James was with us for 
the Sleepy Hollow, so this 
is his second time. But for 
Jessica, this is her first time 
with Elmira. They all have 
acting experience and that 
sort of thing.”

The play is also suited to 
audience members of all 
ages.

“It’s a fairly safe play,” 
said Smith. “It doesn’t deal 
with some of the other is-
sues that other plays deal 
with that might not make it 
kid-friendly. The language 
isn’t an issue, and even the 
subject matter isn’t really 
difficult to wrap around it. 
It’s geared towards an all-
encompassing age range.”

The Elmira Theatre 
Company production of 
The Gentleman Clothier 
runs February 1-16. Tickets 
are $20, available at the 
Centre In The Square box 
office in Kitchener by call-
ing 519-578-1570 or 1-800-
265-8977, online at www.
centre-square.com or www.
elmiratheatre.com. Along 
with the regular show, 
there’s a special Valentine’s 
Day package on February 
14, with a dinner catered 
by Elmira’s Never Enough 
Thyme – dinner at 7 p.m., 
followed by the show at  
8 p.m. Tickets are $63.

Elmira Lions Hall 
Tuesday, February 5th, 7PM
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Part of the Skarni 2019/20 Canadian Small Halls Tour www. skarni.com

A Nostolgic Musical Jounrey 
Stories From The Road 

Classic Hits Through The Ages 
Inspired Originals by Skarni

$20

JIMMY’S OLD TIME 
RADIO SHOW

Presents

 Please visit:  
www.wellesley.ca Career Opportunities for details

Application deadline: February 18, 2019

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

Members Wanted
Seeking three persons to sit on the

Committee of Adjustment
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Visit our store in Kitchener

Colonial Acres Coins & Jewellery
991 Victoria St. N., Kitchener

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm
519-579-9302 x212 - www.colonialacres.com

Gold Jewellery Silver Jewellery

Paper MoneyOld Coins

We Pay The Most!
Contact us for house calls or
Visit our store in Kitchener

Colonial Acres Coins & Jewellery
991 Victoria St. N., Kitchener

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm
519-579-9302 x212 - www.colonialacres.com

Gold Jewellery Silver Jewellery

Paper MoneyOld Coins

We Pay The Most!
Contact us for house calls or
Visit our store in Kitchener

Colonial Acres Coins & Jewellery
991 Victoria St. N., Kitchener

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm
519-579-9302 x212 - www.colonialacres.com

Gold Jewellery Silver Jewellery

Paper MoneyOld Coins

We Pay The Most!
Contact us for house calls or
Visit our store in Kitchener

Colonial Acres Coins & Jewellery
991 Victoria St. N., Kitchener

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm
519-579-9302 x212 - www.colonialacres.com

Gold Jewellery Silver Jewellery

Paper MoneyOld Coins

We Pay The Most!

Contact us for house calls or
Visit our store in Kitchener

Colonial Acres Coins & Jewellery
991 Victoria St. N., Kitchener

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm
519-579-9302 x212 - www.colonialacres.com

Gold Jewellery Silver Jewellery

Paper MoneyOld Coins

We Pay The Most!
Contact us for house calls or
Visit our store in Kitchener

Colonial Acres Coins & Jewellery
991 Victoria St. N., Kitchener

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm
519-579-9302 x212 - www.colonialacres.com

Gold Jewellery Silver Jewellery

Paper MoneyOld Coins

We Pay The Most!

Contact us for house calls or
Visit our store in Kitchener

Colonial Acres Coins & Jewellery
991 Victoria St. N., Kitchener

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm
519-579-9302 x212 - www.colonialacres.com

Gold Jewellery Silver Jewellery

Paper MoneyOld Coins

We Pay The Most!519-579-9302 x 212



CLASSIFIED | 15THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 2019

Looking for motivated, hardworking and 
confident licensed 310T Truck & Coach 
Technicians, including a Lead Hand and 
Mobile Tech to grow with our team. 

Must be able to work independently and 
willing to learn new skills. Shifts consist of 
days and afternoons on rotation with 
additional Saturday shifts available. 
Extremely competitive wages based on 
years of experience and knowledge. We 
provide shift premiums, comprehensive 
health and dental benefits, uniforms, and 
an annual tool and work boot allowance. 
Techs use leading edge shop software with 
iPads to log work. Come for the opportuni-
ties and build your career with us!

Please call 519-885-9166
and ask to speak to Kyle, or email us at 

kyle@apextruckandtrailer.ca

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$9.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$15.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

NEWS 
SOURCE#1

IN THE REGION

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Wightman, a leading independent telecom 
company offering internet, digital TV, phone, 

and mobility products,  has an immediate 
opening for a Field Operations Technician.

FIELD OPERATIONS TECHNICIAN
If you are a technician with telecommunications, 
digital TV, and business systems experience, or 
have an electronics background, you may be 
the candidate to join our installation and service 
team. A valid, clean Ontario Driver License is 
required. Applicants must be bondable.

Additional details of the position can be 
found on our website in the Careers section at 
www.wightman.ca

The chosen candidate(s) will play an integral 
part on the company team, delivering award-
winning customer service. Wightman offers 
a competitive compensation package, and 
provides a safe and fulfilling work environment.   

Qualified candidates should send 
resumes by March 1st 2019 to 
fieldoperations@wightman.ca 

We thank all who apply, however only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

HOME  
HARDWARE

MATERIAL  
HANDLERS

JOB FAIR

Each year Home Hardware Stores Limited employs over 
150 Terms and Students to work in the St. Jacobs Dealer 
Support Centre during the summer to cover holiday shifts 
and help during our busiest time of the year. Material 
Handlers pick and pack product for our Dealers.  Must 
be able to perform strenuous physical activities, including: 
walking, standing, bending, lifting and must be willing to be 
trained on powered lift equipment.
Term Material Handlers 
– We are hiring for the Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) and 
Night Shift (11pm-7am) from March to October.  Rate of pay 
will start at $18.27, 3 months $19.18, 6 months $20.14, plus 
7.5% shift premium for Afternoons and Nights.
Student Material Handlers 
– We are hiring for the Day Shift (7am-3pm) and the 
Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) from May to August.   
Applicants must be 16 years old to be eligible. Students 
need to be available to work Saturdays and public 
holidays as required. Rate of pay for students is $16.00.

AT HOME HARDWARE’S  
DEALER SUPPORT CENTRE

34 HENRY STREET, ST. JACOBS
(ENTER THROUGH RECEPTION)

BRING YOUR RESUME  
AND REFERENCES!

WALK-IN FOR AN INTERVIEW!
Unable to attend?

Please send your resume or inquiries to  
hr@homehardware.ca

We look forward to meeting you!

WE WILL ACCOMMODATE THE NEEDS OF QUALIFIED APPLICANTS UNDER THE HUMAN RIGHTS CODE  
IN ALL PARTS OF THE HIRING PROCESS.

TERM & STUDENT  
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE JOB FAIR

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2019
3:00pm to 6:00pm

ELMIRA OBSV_2019 4col-5.063x4.617-FEB6-19.indd   1 2019-01-11   4:04 PM

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery has 
an immediate opening for a motivated 
general laborer. 
Duties include:
chick handling, egg handling and clean-up. 

Competitive wage.

HELP WANTED

Part time DZ Driver wanted.
Must have clean driver’s abstract, be physically 
fit, and be able to drive standard transmission.

Perfect for retired person. Local freight, Toronto, 
London, Stoney Creek areas

Fax resume to: 519-669-3845 or 
Email: haffnertrucking@rogers.com 

Administrative Assistant
Programmed Insurance Brokers Inc., and RWAM 
Insurance Administrators Inc., (“PIB RWAM”) are 
looking for Administrative Assistants, in a variety of 
departments, who will be required to perform an 
array of administrative duties.

Core Competencies

•  Customer Focus; Time Management; 
Problem Solving; Accountability and Dependability; 
Decision Making and Judgement; 
Ethics and Integrity; Planning and Organizing; 
Communication; Team Work.  
Proficient use of various office based software 
including Word, Excel and Outlook.

Job Duties

•  Provide administrative support to all departmental 
members. 

• Maintain a high level of confidentiality in all 
interactions. 

• Maintain a professional image and demeanor with 
all employees and management, at all times. 

• Other duties, relevant to the particular department, 
shall be assigned as required. 

PIB RWAM is Canadian-owned, innovative, and a 
leader in the insurance industry. We offer a stimulating 
work environment and a competitive benefits package. 
Visit our web sites: www.PIB.comwww.RWAM.com  If 
you have the above qualifications and thrive in a 
team environment, we’d like to hear from you.  
Please send your resume in confidence by Friday 
February 8th, 2019, to the attention of Human 
Resources, Programmed Insurance Brokers Inc., 
49 Industrial Drive, Elmira, Ontario, N3B 3B1.  
Fax (519) 669-1923, or email Ldemerling@pib.com.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

RECREATION & FACILITIES DEPARTMENT
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

(6) Parks positions  
(1) Junior Arborist position

Applications accepted until March 1, 2019. 
Detailed employment postings can be 

viewed at

https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/
Careers-and-Volunteering.aspx

HELP WANTED
We are looking for a full time team member to join 
our warehouse team at our Ariss, Ontario location
Responsible for the loading and o�oading of 
skidded and bulk agri commodities.  

REQUIREMENTS: 
•  Be able to safely handle large trucks
•  Be physically capable of repeated lifting 

and climbing
• Possess a strong level of attention to 

detail and quality processes. 
•  Previous experience with handling of bulk 

commodities and forklift operation is 
preferred but not required.

•  An AZ or DZ license is an asset. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN FULL TIME, YEAR ROUND 
WORK WITH A GROWING FAMILY BUSINESS, 
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RESUME VIA EMAIL TO 

TGERBER@SPRUCEBROOKFARMS.COM.

Full Time 
Warehouse Team member
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FOR RENT

AUCTION

St Jacobs Home Lofts, 
12 Albert Street East, St Jacobs Ontario 

offers a 1+ Bedroom with Balcony.   
Available February 1st, 2019. Unit comes 

equipped with all appliances, parking, storage 
space, secured entry and use of amenity rooms. 

$2075 per month +utilities. 

Call (519)664-1919 
or email leadership@stjacobsplace.ca 

to book a tour or further information.

HELP WANTED

IS HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITION:

PARTS 
COORDINATOR  
Please visit our website for more information

www.horstsystems.com/careers
or submit your resume directly to: recruiting@horstsystems.com

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

TOY AUCTION
Of

65 PRECISION PIECES (farm & 
construction), pedal tractors, local tractor 
trailers, tractors, machinery, Nascar, coin 
banks, train sets, literature and other 
interesting items, to be held at the K.W. 
Khaki club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for Bruce & Ruth Steinmann, 
Wellesley & an Elmira area collector, on
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH @ 9:30 a.m.
550 PLUS LOTS to be offered!  Many 
rare items, 1/8 scale tractors, lots of highly 
detailed construction and farm.  Lots of 
Erb Transport, JM Schneider & other local 
trucking companies.  Highly detailed train 
sets.  Something for everyone.  See www.
gerberauctions.net for complete catalogue 
and photos.  
TERMS – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D.  
10% buyer’s premium.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Fitter Welder  
(minimum 3 years experience)
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.)
 

Mig Welder 
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.) 
Are you capable of: 
• Layout of plate and sheet metal from       
   blueprints 
• Able to work with minimum supervision 
• High quality workmanship 
• Regular and punctual attendance 

Spray Painter 
Knowledge of:
• Electrostatic 
• Air assisted airless 
• Conventional Pot Gun would be an asset 

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefits 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIMITED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

   519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com

a better 
opportunity awaits
Discover a better place to grow your career: a place that’s caring,
engaging and rewarding. We’re proud of our diverse culture of trust
and respect. It’s a culture guided by solid leadership and collaboration
from every member of our organization.

Allen Morrison, an exclusive advisor of The Co-operators, a leading
Canadian-owned insurance and financial services company, is looking
for a qualified:

Associate Insurance Advisor
Elmira, ON

the opportunity
As an Associate Insurance Advisor, you will be responsible for the sales and
service of The Co-operators products. In addition to responding to client
requests, you will complete front-line risk assessments and match new,
prospective and existing clients to all lines of insurance.

your qualifications
You have, or will acquire within three months, a General Insurance Licence. You
must also be proficient with the Microsoft Office suite and other technology.
Other financial services licenses, flexible hours, and travel may also be required.

If you are interested in a career with The Co-operators, send your resume to:

Allen Morrison Insurance Inc, Allen Morrison
Financial Advisor
5-25 Industrial Dr
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
519-669-2632
Allen_Morrison_Insurance@cooperators.ca
www.cooperators.ca/Allen-Morrison-Insurance

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Hiring
Sales/Parts Person 

E & F Sauder's Sales and Service is seeking 
a dynamic individual for the position of Parts & 
Sales. Computer knowledge and strong 
technical background, knowledge of small 
engines, and customer relations skills are 
essential.

Experience is preferred, however all qualified 
applicants will be considered. Please drop off 
a resume in confidence to Darrell Sauder at 
address below. Only applicants to receive 
interviews will be contacted. 

4790 Herrgott Road, Wallenstein
519-669-2192

FIND IT TODAY!
IN THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

CONTEMPLATING WHAT’S NEXT

The men’s teams took the ice a day earlier than the women at the curling championships that got 
underway over the weekend. The finals are set for Saturday and Sunday. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

FIND IT TODAY!
IN THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

WELCOME TO
YOUR HOME 

FOR AREA-WIDE 
AUCTIONS.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT 
THE LATEST SALE DATES 

EVERY WEEK.
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REAL ESTATE

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

From $499,900

These brand new freehold townhomes 
offer an oversized garage w/10’ door. 
Lovely kitchen w/lots of cabinetry, pan-
try, island & granite. Open concept to 
great rm. w/gas fireplace , tray ceiling. 
Open stair case to basement. Oversized 
window & walkout. M/bed will accom.a 
king sized bed, has a walkin closet & full 
ensuite. Everything is on one level! Prices 
start @ $499,900 Exclusive Listing.

BUR OAK, ELMIRA

LISTINGS NEEDED! PLEASE CALL!

4433 Line 72 Newton

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

MLS# 30700766

Dream Garage/Work Shop This one will not last long

$460,000

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Cozy 3 bedroom Bungalow in quiet town of Newton.  This 
Property offers a large 25’ X  50’ a�ached workshop, pipes 
already installed for in floor hea�ng.  Main floor windows and 
doors all replaced in last 6 years … Roof only 7 years old.  Large 
lot for Summer BBQ’s …  invite all your friends and family …. 
Overnight parking for ALL!!!!

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Drayton | $419,900
Nice open concept bungalow on a good sized lot backing onto schoolgrounds . 
3+2 bedrooms and 2 full baths for the growing family. Enjoy the gas fireplace in 
the finished rec room. Lots of storage. MLS Call Dale direct.

Drayton -  Newly built bungalow in Drayton with triple car heated garage!!!Entertaining has never 
been easier with the bright, large open living area, beautiful kitchen with island & walk-out to covered 
8ft x 15ft deck.  This 3 bedrm home provides a spacious master bedrm with a walk-in closet & ensuite 
bathrm.  Situated on an oversized lot equipped with an invisible fence & walking distance to doctors 
office, library, grocery & elementary school.  You will have no problem storing your vehicles & 
enjoying your hobbies in your heated triple car garage. Shows AAA!    

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

����������������������������������������
������	����

Drayton -  A rare opportunity to own a custom built bungalow in a picturesque country setting only 
30 minutes to KW. This meticulously maintained home has an open concept feel and is finished 
from top to bottom.  With the sprawling island, formal living room, family room and main floor 
laundry, this home has been well thought out. Entertaining is a breeze in this huge rec room, two 
bedrooms and an office in the basement.  In addition to the single garage, the 24X24 ft detached 
workshop will impress. Call today to visit this property!

$874,900$874,900 $649,000$649,000 SOLD

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

ELMIRA - Let your creative side run wild!!! This affordable home is located in desirable Elmira and 
offers 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. Enjoy the sun rise while looking over your private yard, backing 
onto fields.  Don't miss out on this great opportunity!!!!

$319,900$319,900
NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

OPEN HOUSE Sat, Feb 2nd, 10am-12pm  |  65 Arthur St. N., Elmira

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

ONLY ONE UNIT REMAINING IN THE 
FIRST PHASE OF TOWN HOMES! 
Base Price includes finished basement 
$492,000.  2+1 bedroom, 3 full bathrooms, 
central air conditioning, gas fireplace, 
hardwood & ceramic flrs, custom kitchen 
with island, master ensuite, main floor 
laundry, walkout + more!  EXCLUSIVE

PARADIGM ELMIRA HOMES

 

WANT TO SELL? CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

$444,000 ELMIRA BUNGALOW
Looking to down size?  This lovely 
maintained home has had many 
updates completed  and close to 
the local amenities, ie; Rec Centre 
and downtown minutes away.  MLS.

$599,000  ELMIRA - BACKSPLIT
Welcome to your new family home, loads of 
space to occupy on all 4 levels. 4 Bedrooms 2 
baths, Open concept kitchen, beautiful yard, 
double garage, across from a park.   MLS

$509,000 GLEN ALLAN - .8 ACRE
Intriguing conversion, Church to Home.  
2600 sq ft offering an amazing open concept 
main floor with beautiful natural light and 
sunshine from the many windows. Huge 
Kitchen and a dining area that can 
comfortably seat your extended family. Ideal 
location for outdoor lovers with many 
amenities close by. MLS 

$629,900  ELMIRA
Superb two storey home, completely 
finished top to bottom.  Inviting main 
floor layout complete with great 
room, hardwood flrs, gas fireplace, 
bright kitchen offers stainless appl's, 
walkout to deck & fenced yard.  3 
bedrooms, 4 baths including ensuite, 
large finished rec room with gas 
fireplace.  NEW MLS

OPEN HOUSE | SAT, FEB 2ND 
10 AM  12 PM •  244 PARK AVE WEST, ELMIRA

HELP WANTED

FOSTER TRANSPORT HIRING AZ truck 
driver for hauling livestock. Experience 
with livestock an asset but willing to 
train. Please fax resume and abstract 
to: 519-698-2444. For more info call 
519-698-2907.

FULL TIME OR part time position avail-
able at Schnurr’s Grocery Store in 
Linwood. Call 519-897-2600.

WORK WANTED

GOOD, RELIABLE DRYWALL taping and 
sanding work. No job is too small.  
226-622-7648.

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, new, never 
used, still in sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 519-635-8737.

AUCTIONS

TOY AUCTION OF 65 precision pieces 
(farm & construction), pedal tractors, 
local tractor trailers, tractors, machin-
ery, Nascar, coin banks, train sets, 
literature and other interesting items, 
to be held at the K.W. Khaki club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south of Wellesley, 
for Bruce & Ruth Steinmann, Wellesley 
& an Elmira area collector, on Saturday, 
Feb 9th @ 9:30 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 698-0138 

AUCTIONS

WED. FEB 13 at 9:45 AM - Clearing 
auction sale of furniture; antiques; col-
lectibles; tools; household effects and 
miscellaneous items to be held at the 
St. Jacobs Lions Hall (29 Parkside Dr) in 
St. Jacobs for an area estate with addi-
tions. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, stamps, 
household goods & miscellaneous 
items, to be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for the Earl Stieler Estate, 
Waterloo & additions, on Saturday, 
February 16th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 698-0138 

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS Agricultural 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN - at com-
petitive pricing. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice salt comes in 
20 & 40kg’s, Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

FARM SERVICES

ORGANIC FERTILIZER FOR sale. Sulfur 
90 and Sulfate Potash. Call George 
Haffner Trucking at 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

HORSES

WANTED TO BUY Crossbred 15 hand 
horse. Broke to drive and ride. Must be 
traffic proof. Phone 519-222-9999.

TRADES & SERVICES

RON’S DRYWALL AND Renovations. 
Over 35 years experience. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

COMING EVENTS

KARATE! SESSION 3 BEGINS FEB. 
11TH AT SCHWEITZER’S MARTIAL 
ARTS. Learn Self-defense, Self-
discipline, Self confidence. No 
experience needed. Beginners 
welcome! GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 
4 TO ADULT Taught by Sensei Becky 
Schweitzer, 3rd Degree Black Belt 
and World Karate Champion. Loca-
tion at the Heidelberg Community 
Centre – 2915 Lobsinger Line, Hei-
delberg. Our 10 week session $90 
+ HST. Call 519-580-1418 or e-mail  
becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com THE PLACE TO  

SELL YOUR HOME.
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OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Humidity or Heating
Issues in Your Home?

CALL 519-206-0336
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE   www.koebelhcm.com

Give us a call or visit us online.

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN AND MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.
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Ditner Construction

Wayne Ditner
Gary Ditner

5120 Perth Line 91, RR #2 Palmerston, ON N0G2P0

519-741-6937 Palmerston
226-339-6607 Elmira

Concrete Construction
Floors * Patio * Driveway

Walkways 
Broom-Stamped-exposed 

Foundations - ICF 
Also Post Hole Drilling, 

Fences and Framing 

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES



20 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 2019

LIVING HERE
NATURE / OUT ON THE TRAIL

Cold enough for you? 
No matter your take on 
winter, chances are you’re 
looking for something 
hearty and comforting to 
eat when the mercury dips 
as low as it has this week.

This pie is wonderful 
served aprés-ski or follow-
ing any outdoor winter 
activity ... if you’re the kind 
to bundle up and head out 
into the world. But even 
if your preference runs to 
throwing an extra blanket 
on while sitting on the 
couch and catching up on 
movies, this mushroom pie 
is sure to hit the spot, espe-
cially when piping hot out 
of the oven.

In the spirit of conserv-
ing energy, the filling can 
be prepared ahead to fill 
either a double-crust pie 
for dinner or tart shells for 
appetizers.

Country-
Style 
Mushroom 
Pie
Pastry for double-crust

Right 
now, a 
hot pie is 
just the 
thing to hit 
the spot

CHEF’S TABLE | 23

VERONICA REINER

CHICKADEES | 23

Next time you’re tak-
ing a stroll along the Kiss-
ing Bridge Trail, you can 
get the chance to feed a 
bird by hand.

Riverside PS have set 
up a chickadee feeding 
area along the trail, using 
funding from the Elmira 
Lions Club and support 
from The Miller’s Stone in 
Heidelberg. 

Another local chickadee 
feeder along Mill Race 
Trail in St. Jacobs inspired 
Riverside PS kindergarten 
teacher Connie Lepp to 
create one in Elmira. 

“I take my students for 
nature walks regularly, so 
the two of us were talking 
about how nice it would 
be to have a feeding area 
that we could access with 
our students easily from 
the school,” said Jenny 
Soehner, a kindergarten 
teacher at Riverside.

“So we wrote a proposal 
to the Lions Club, and 
they have funded the 
project. So they’ve given 
us money for a feeder and 
seeds and whatever else 
we needed to get the sta-
tion set up.”

The feeding area fea-
tures a squirrel-proof 
feeder, three platform 
feeders, and a green bin 
filled with black oil sun-
flower seeds (a favourite 
of chickadees) along with 
instructions for refilling.

Anyone who visits the 
station can try their hand 
at feeding a chickadee, as 

The food may be for the birds, but it’s the humans who get a whole lot out of the Riverside PS project

well as replenish the seeds 
when needed. Soehner 
said the goal is to get the 
birds comfortable enough 
around humans so that 
they land in the palm of 
your hand. 

“It’s pretty awesome 
when a tiny feathered 
creature trusts you 
enough to land on your 
hand, even just for a mo-
ment,” said Soehner. 
“They are definitely not 

hand-trained yet. Connie 
did have one land on her 
hand one morning when 
she went to check on 
them.”

Unfortunately given the 
current weather condi-

tions, the Riverside PS 
students have not got the 
chance to visit the chicka-
dee feeder. Soehner said a 
big motivation behind the 

CHEF’S TABLE/

RECIPE
NOTES

Riverside PS staff hope to hand-train the chickadees at their new feeder on the Kissing Bridge Trail near the Elmira school. 

Lending a hand in 
feeding the chickadees

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Visit us for your chance to win a $100 
gift card to Kitchen Kuttings this month! 
Congratulations to their team for the 
success and exciting addition of a cafe that 
will be coming to Elmira in the next month. 
We are very excited for you guys and are 
proud to support you as a local business in 
the community!

- The Leroy’s Auto Care Team
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

FEBRUARY 2

EARLY VALENTINES DANCE AT the Elmira Legion from 
8 p.m. to 1 a.m. $15/person. Limited tickets. Light 
lunch provided. Live band: Kanyon.

FEBRUARY 6

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB. Join us for cards, friends 
and of course snacks! 1p.m. to 4 p.m. at St. Clements 
Community Centre.

FEBRUARY 9

LIONS TRIVIA CHALLENGE AT Lions Hall, Elmira. Join 
other teams battling over the most obscure facts in 
this exciting and fun filled Trivia Challenge. Prizes! 
7 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. $20/person or $160/
team of 8

FEBRUARY 13

AGING WELL IN WOOLWICH. Information and Active 
Living Fair at Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs. Join 
us for this free event featuring speakers, 24 agencies 
with information booths, fitness breaks. For lunch 
and/or transportation register by Feb 1 by calling 
519-664-1900.

FEBRUARY 14

EVERGREEN SENIORS’ FELLOWSHIP. “MUSIC and 
Drama” with David and Nancy Seiling. Ventriloquists. 
“Valentine Memories”  Evergreen show and tell. 
Join us at Woodside Church, Elmira at 10:30 a.m. $7 
donation includes hot lunch.

NEW HORIZONS, A GROUP for boomers, zoomers and 
seniors. Be informed, inspired and socialize. Enjoy 
coffee or tea and a delicious snack. $2 admission. 
Kevin Snyder, Heritage Farms will speak on “The 
Sweet Smell of Success and Maple Syrup.”

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Breslau Community Centre 
at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to join 
us for a light lunch and fellowship. $7. Please call 519-
664-1900 by noon Feb 11 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 18

FAMILY FUN DAY AT Floradale Mennonite Church, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Featuring two shows by children’s 
entertainer Barry O (ll a.m. and 1 p.m.) Bouncy castle, 
games, magic shows and cookie decorating.

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society presents: 
Andria Fromanger “Rare and Unusual Houseplants.” 
at Trinity United Church, Elmira 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Members free; $2 for non-members.

FEBRUARY 19

TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE Presbyterian Church, 
Elmira from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Ham & scalloped 
potatoes, hot vegetable, salad, bread, cherry 
cheesecake, beverage. $12 per person.

FEBRUARY 20

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB make your own lavender scented 
hand salve with  Louisa. Please call 226-789-8904 or 
email s.mar@sympatico.ca to reserve. Space is limited.  
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at St. Clements Community Centre.

WOOLWICH SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION BOOK Club at 
Woolwich Community Centre, 10 a.m. Our book 
selection is “Blindness” by author Jose Saramago. 
Come on out and join the conversation. Limited 
number of copies available for lone. Call 519-669-2643.

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Wellesley Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship. $7. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by Feb 15 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 25

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Elmira at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship. $7. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by noon Feb. 22 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 27

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Linwood Community 
Centre, Linwood at noon. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment. $12. Please call 519-664-1900 by noon 
Feb. 25 to sign up.

MARCH 14

EVERGREEN SENIORS’ FELLOWSHIP AT Woodside 
Church, Elmira at 10:30 a.m.. “Images and Stories 
From Nature” with Merri-Lee Metzger, Photographer. 
Spiritual encouragement with Pastor Paul 
Westerholm. Music: Emily Schlueter. $7 donation 
includes hot lunch.

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

10: 45 am Worship Service

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Jesus Is The True King

Sunday, Feb 3rd

10:45 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Racism
Andy Martin 

(Lay preaching team)

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service REACH OUT

Spread the word, 
advertise your service 
here every week.

To place an ad, or learn more, call Donna Rudy

519-669-5790 ext. 104519-669-5790 ext. 104
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.
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ACROSS

1. Cousin of a clog

5. Hunting call

10. Episode, Airplane, 
Project

15. Occupy a point in space

16. Butter and sacrifice site

18. With frighenting 
intensity

20. In name only

23. A grump, a talking dog 
and a boyscout

24. Digitally unending

25. Personals, e.g.

26. Double-helix

27. Ashtabula’s lake

29. Costa del ___

31. We can be the transport

32. Bowlers

34. Unburdening

37. Not under, over or on.

38. Balsam, for one

40. Bikini, e.g.

42. Litter member

43. “So ___!”

45. Pitches, rolls, ____

48. La ocean cooling

49. Lump removal

50. “Didn’t I tell you?”

51. Principal

52. Bookish Freudian slip

53. Sad drop

54. Carpentry tool

55. Short-term intern

56. Russians drink it neat

57. Ego? Superego? No!

59. Action film staple

60. Breakfast staple

61. When repeated, like 
some shows

62. Condo, e.g.

63. Brawl

64. All there

DOWN

1. Underground  
construction worker

2. Discordant

3. Death, to a “T”

4. Steady note

6. Lawrence __ Arabia

7. You can spend it in 
Romania

8. Sped up time

9. Logical operator

10. Hawaiian dish

11. __ outta here!

12. Grasslands

13. ___ ways are best

14. Ear-biting boxer

17. Dismal, cramped 
quarters

19. Hair trouble

21. Appearance after 
teleporting

22. Oxymoron, if true

28. Snob

30. Egg-related cancer

31. Truth is often this

33. In good shape

35. Belong

36. Not under, over or in, 
backwards.

39. Half a double-helix, 
translated

41. Shot with a Pew-Pew!

44. “... happily ___ after”

46. Watered-down

47. Word repeated after 
“Que”

48. World, To me, 
 -townabbey

49. Numbered shooter

51. “We’ve been ___!”

52. Me

53. Marks subject of 
destination

58. Kitchen set

59. Astronomy Muse

60. Makes unclear

Technology of DNA matching is racing ahead of laws to protect our privacy

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. Are you one of the more 
than 12 million Ameri-
cans that have sent spit 
samples to companies like 
AncestryDNA or 23andMe 
to uncover your family 
origins? How might crime 
solvers utilize this same 
information?
A. Using a forensic tech-
nique called genetic gene-
alogy, investigators comb 
GEDMatch, a public data-
base, to track down crime 
suspects based on their DNA, 
says Tina Hesman Saey in 
“Science News” magazine. 
About 60% of Americans of 
mainly European heritage 
can be identified through 

their relatives’ DNA, and 
those who’ve had their DNA 
tested can also upload their 
results to GEDMatch. Already 
about 1.5-2 million people 
have done so, and when the 
number reaches 3 million, 
U.S. investigators should be 
able to determine the source 
of any anonymous DNA 
sample.

Genetic genealogy analyz-
es DNA left at a crime scene 
(found in blood or semen, for 
example) for the same genetic 
markers used to determine 
ethnicity, and GEDMatch’s 
terms make clear that the da-
tabase can be used to identify 
perpetrators of violent crimes 
or remains of the deceased. 
As the site’s co-founder Cur-
tis Rogers explains, to offer 
assistance to crime solvers, 
genealogists typically need a 
DNA match to a third cousin 

or closer relative on both 
sides of the suspect’s family. 
In the past year, some 18 cases 
have been solved after genetic 
genealogy searches.

Still, legal and privacy ex-
perts worry about the sweep 
and intrusiveness of this new 
sleuthing tool. Advocates, 
on the other hand, contend 
that even with a direct DNA 
match, police must still build a 
case to show the person could 
have committed the crime. 
Q. An estimated 500,000 
deer in the U.S. and 100,000 
hedgehogs in the U.K. are 
hit and killed each year. 
Also, animal accidents 
cause some 200 driver 
deaths in the U.S. alone. 
What innovative approach 
has saved hundreds of ani-
mals from being run over 
in Australia?

A. In the state of Tasmania, 

which has one of the highest 
roadkill rates in the world, a 
“virtual fence” was installed 
on a five-kilometer stretch of 
highway, says Alice Klein in 
“New Scientist” magazine. 
A car’s headlights triggered 
alarms set up on posts along 
the road, which in turn emit-
ted loud sounds and flashing 
lights to scare animals away. 
Over the three-year trial, 102 
animals died on the protected 
section, while 408 died on the 
unprotected area. In particu-
lar, only five Tasmanian dev-
ils, an endangered species, 
were run over and killed in 
the fenced section, whereas 
14 died in the unfenced area.

Concludes Klein: “The 
Tasmanian government now 
plans to install the system 
at other roadkill hotspots. 
Other parts of Australia may 
do so too.”

Q. A “mystery” material: 
It’s composed of a single 
layer of carbon atoms, 
arranged in a repeat-
ing honeycomb-shaped 
pattern. It has both great 
flexibility and strength 
and is considered one 
of the most conductive 
materials known. Many 
layers are needed to create 
the key component of 
pencil lead, and the carbon 
lattice has been used to 
create a cheap and effec-
tive solar-powered water 
purifier and desalinator 
that turned seawater and 
sewage runoff into potable 
water. What is it?
A. It’s graphene, but not 
until 2004 did two physi-
cists prove that it “could 
exist on its own without 
being bonded to other ele-
ments,” says Gemma Tar-
lach in “Discover” maga-

zine. (Their work earned 
them the Nobel Prize in 
Physics six years later.) 
Regarding pencil lead, it re-
ally contains no lead at all, 
just graphite, and graphite 
consists of layers of gra-
phene. It takes “3 million 
graphene layers to make a 
graphite crystal that’s just 1 
millimeter thick.”

Currently, not enough is 
known about graphene to 
be sure direct contact is safe 
either for us or for the environ-
ment, says Tarlach. Nonethe-
less, researchers are experi-
menting with ways to get this 
“miracle material” out of the 
lab and into everyday use.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN ‘TIL MIDNIGHT | 7 DAYS A WEEK

SUBMIT PHOTOS ONLINE: www.ObserverXtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroadSUBMIT PHOTOS ONLINE: www.ObserverXtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroad

ATTENTION:

WORLD TRAVELLERS
Bring your Observer,

snap a pic with it when 
on vacation, send to 
the Observer and get

published in a future edition.

Bring your Observer,
snap a pic with it when 

on vacation, send to 
the Observer and get

published in a future edition.
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CHICKADEES: Feeding area provides a chance to get an up-close-and-personal look at the birds

FROM | 20

feeder project is to give 
children an opportunity 
to connect with nature.

“I feel it’s really im-
portant to give children 
opportunities to connect 
with other living things,” 
she said. “I think it’s im-
portant for them to de-
velop empathy for other 
living things, and a sense 
of giving back to other 
living things and not just 
using the earth for our 
own purposes, but helping 
out other living creatures 
and caring about their 
welfare.”

As it is a seed feeder, 
any bird can visit for a 
meal. However, the food 
and location were chosen 
explicitly with chickadees 
in mind.

“Chickadees are pretty 
bold out of all the little 
birds,” said Soehner. 
“Chickadees are the most 
likely to become familiar 
and come to your hand to 
eat. They’ll get comfort-
able with you more easily 
than most other birds 
will.”

The feeder can be ac-
cessed along the Kissing 
Bridge trail using Snyder 

Avenue or Kissing Bridge 
Drive to get there. At the 
north end of Snyder Av-
enue, there is a parking lot 
down a laneway. The feed-
ing area is located about 
half a kilometre west of 
this parking lot.

Alternatively, it can be 
accessed through the new 
subdivision of Kissing 
Bridge Drive, following 
the path near the storm-
water pond, then meets 
up with the main trail past 
the memorial shelter. It is 
located near an outhouse 
and cedar hedge area that 
shelters the chickadees.

Roll out pastry and line 9 
in. (23 cm) pie plate.

Mushroom filling:
In saucepan, cook pars-

nip and carrot in chicken 
broth until tender; do not 
drain.

In nonstick skillet, 
melt butter on medium-
high heat. Add onion 
and mushrooms; cook 5 
minutes until most of the 
liquid has evaporated. 
Reduce heat to low. Stir in 
flour, cream, cognac, salt, 
nutmeg and pepper; cook, 
stirring, until thickened. 
Stir in parsnip mixture. 

9-inch pie

Mushroom filling:
1 large parsnip, peeled and 
diced
1 large carrot, diced
1/2 cup chicken broth
2 Tbsp. butter
1 medium onion, chopped
1/2 lb mushrooms, sliced
4 tsp. all-purpose flour
1/2 cup half-and-half cream
1 Tbsp. cognac or brandy
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. each ground nutmeg 
and freshly ground pepper

CHEF’S TABLE: Hot and hearty is just the thing

Cool slightly.
Turn filling into pastry-

lined pie plate; arrange 
second crust over filling, 
crimping edges. Slash 
crust in several places 
for steam vents. Bake in 
425ºF (220ºC) oven 25 to 
30 minutes until pastry is 
browned. Cut into wedges 
to serve.

Variation:
Fill two dozen small 

unbaked tart shells with 
Mushroom Filling and bake 
15 to 20 minutes in 425ºF 
(220ºC) oven.

Enjoy!

FROM | 20

The feeder on a stretch of the Kissing Bridge Trail can be accessed via Snyder Avenue or Kissing Bridge Drive.

MAINTENANCE WORK ON TRACK IN ST. JACOBS

The track maintenance carried out Saturday was done in the comfort of the great indoors as volunteers with the St. Jacobs Model Railway 
carried out some cleaning and adjustment. The display spans more than 3,000 square feet, showcasing southern Ontario during the 1950s, 
and is made up of hundreds of little details. The trains can be operated from a single control room.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

THIS WEEKS
 DEALS!

IN STOCK

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT
67

/ LIN FT
67

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE 
BASEBOARDS

IN STOCK

MODERN
LEDGESTONE

$397
REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

from per sq ft

WOW! HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

5MM THICK 
LOOSE LAY VINYL

$287
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

IN STOCK

6.5” WIDE X 
3/4” HICKORY

$497
REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99

from per sq ft

MODERN GRAY

IN STOCK

12MM THICK
LAMINATE

$129
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

RANDOM LENGTHS

IN STOCK

6MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

JAN 31-FEB 3 4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 9-6 10-5

IN STOCK

12 X 24
PORCELAIN TILE

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

MODERN GRAY

IN STOCK

PATTERNED 
TILES NEW!

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

FLOOR OR WALL

Canada

Promo Code
NSP-WNTD2-WOOB

NIHB, VAC and Worker’s Compensation Provider

TRUSTED PARTNER OF
TM

Referred by Physicians over 80,000 Times.

Formerly

 Belmore, Mill Bank, 
Milverton     

Special Clinic Days Available  
Call Jory at  

1-888-801-1752

 Fergus     
100 McQueen Boulevard 

Call Kinsi at   
1-888-749-2756

 Kitchener - Fairway    
500 Fairway Road South 

Call Katie at  
1-888-772-5156

 Cambridge  
Hespeler    

1 Hespeler Road  
Call Jennifer at  
1-888-732-6315

 Guelph    
2-690 Woolwich Street 

Call Erin at  
1-888-757-8065

 Listowel   
1195 Wallace Avenue North 

 Call Dawn at  
1-888-801-1752

 Cambridge  
St. Andrews     

190 St. Andrews Street  
Call Rhonda at  

1-888-740-3989

 Kitchener     
558 Belmont Avenue West  

Call Rachel at  
1-888-768-5332

 Mitchell     
Special Clinic Days Available 

Call Barb at  
1-888-805-4345

 Stratford    
295 Huron Street 

Call Barb at  
1-888-805-4345 

 Waterloo     
304-99 Northfield Drive East 

 Call Ralinda at  
1-888-805-8876

We’re looking for people like you, who may be 
experiencing difficulty hearing in noisy environments to 
evaluate a remarkable new digital hearing aid[1] and a 
rehabilitative process that could be the solution to your 
difficulties. There’s no cost or obligation to participate!

Call us toll-free today to see if you qualify for this Field 
Test. Potential candidates will be given a FREE hearing 
test to determine their candidacy. This latest digital 
technology solves the biggest challenge for hearing aid 
wearers – hearing well in noisy environments.

2.5cm

NOW
Enrolling

WANTED
30 PEOPLE WITH HEARING LOSS

Qualified Participants Needed for Technology Field Test

Apply Today - The selection process ends on March 29th 2019.
Call a local clinic below or book your appointment online at: 

HearingLife.ca/Wanted

* Offer valid until March 29th, 2019 and is subject to change without notice. No-cost hearing tests are provided to adults 
ages 19 and older. A fee will apply for a copy of your audiogram. Child hearing tests are conducted at select locations for 
a fee, please contact us for more information. Candidates must be private sale, or eligible for ADP. Some conditions may 
apply. Please see clinic for details. Offer not valid in Quebec. [1] https://www.oticon.ca/solutions/opn

Actual Size
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