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Some 450 animals perish in fire

EMERGENCY RESPONSE

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

It was all hands on deck when 
all three Wellesley fire stations, 
Waterloo Regional Police and a 
Woolwich Fire Department tank-
er were called to a major barn 
fire on Lobsinger Line Monday 
evening.

The call came in just around 

Fire crews spent two hours putting out the blaze on a dairy farm in Wellesley Township. Losses are estimated at $500,000 to $700,000.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

ELMIRA BUS | 06

Elmira Bus pilot 
project warrants 
ongoing trial, 
says Kiwanis 
Transit head

TRANSIT

All stations respond as Monday evening blaze destroys barn on farm near St. Clements

5:50 p.m. on a dairy farm west of 
St. Clements. Emergency person-
nel arrived to find the structure 
completely engulfed in flames. 
The family was home when the 
fire started.

“Everybody got out and no-
body was hurt during the fire,” 
said Wellesley fire chief Paul Red-
man. “Some of the kids that live 
there actually saw the fire; it was 

small, then they went and told 
their dad.

“It was really windy; they have 
sawdust and hay for the animals 
and a little spark can start a small 
fire. Then the wind blows it and 
just gets out of control in a matter 
of minutes.”

Their first concern was pro-
tecting the propane tank near the 
barn, then focused on the two 

silos nearby. Firefighters had the 
blaze under control in just under 
two hours.

Some 450 animals perished 
in the blaze. The family lost 250 
piglets, 170 pigs and 30 cows. Fire 
crews did manage to save about 
19 cows, and other animals on 
the property including horses, 
were unharmed. The damage 
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BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

If the past several months have 
been a test for the viability of a 
regularly scheduled bus route 
in Elmira, then the results are in 
and they’re looking good. Elmira 
residents like their bus service. 
That’s according to Cheryl Fish-
er, general manager of Kiwanis 
Transit, which recently conclud-
ed its six-month pilot period for 
the ‘Elmira Bus.’

“It’s doing tremendously well. 
In fact, I was just looking back at 
our April numbers. March we did 
almost 1,500 riders,” said Fisher, 
adding they expected to surpass 
1,500 in April by the end of the 
month.

“So it has exceeded our expec-
tations for riders for absolute 
sure,” she said. “1,500 riders is 
definitely very, very good. It is 
well worth what the cost of this 
service is to operate.”

While the bus is no longer in 
its pilot phase, the service will 
continue to operate until the end 
of the year with little change – in-
cluding keeping its rides free for 
all users.

The Elmira Bus was rolled out 
in September as a free service 
for riders while Kiwanis Transit, 
the Township of Woolwich and 
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Internet speeds up to 1 Gig, local service and fair prices

Fibre to the Home
Have you heard? Mornington Communications 
is bringing true Fibre to the Home to Linwood, 
Hawkesville and Bamberg. You’ll soon be able 
to access great Home Phone, unlimited Internet 
with speeds up to 1 Gig and crisp HD Television 
channels.

Construction is starting in the next few 
weeks! Construction crews will be working 
hard to connect Linwood, Hawkesville and 
Bamberg residents. Watch for more details in 
the mail, on our website or find us on Facebook.

SOVEREIGN’S MEDAL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

Long-time Scouting leader Brian Soehner (top, seated) was recognized with a Governor General’s award for volunteerism at a ceremony at the Elmi-
ra Legion on Sunday. Among those on hand were MP Harold Albrecht (second from left), Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz and MPP Mike Harris (second from 
right).  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights.
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Perth East council recently approved the township’s 
2019 capital and operating budgets, increasing 
the tax levy by 2.72%. Final tax ratios will be set by 
Perth County this month. Ratepayers may calculate 
their estimated 2019 property tax bill by visiting the 
township’s property tax calculator at www.pertheast.
ca/propertytaxcalculator.

A developer whose Elmira subdivision has been de-
layed by an Ontario Municipal Board appeal this week 
got support from Woolwich council in his bid to have 
the action dismissed without a hearing. Meeting this 
week, councillors unanimously endorsed a motion to 
back Carlisle, Ont.-based 1562772 Ontario Inc. in its 
bid to fight the appeal launched last month by Kitch-
ener resident Albert Norris. The company plans to 
build 200 homes on the former Elmira Raceway site. 

From the May 1, 2004 edition of The Observer
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

TAX TIME IN PERTH FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Dr. Ted Clarke, a long-time 
veterinarian in the commu-
nity and booster of harness 
racing, died Saturday at St. 
Mary’s Hospital. He was 71.

Clarke was instrumental 
in reversing the fortunes 
of the Elmira Raceway and 
the Woolwich Agricultural 

WOOLWICH COUNCIL

Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz was at the Elmira blood donor clinic, held last Friday at Lions Hall, greeting do-
nors such Gary Ziegler, who was on his 132nd donation. Inset: Don James contributes his 52nd blood dona-
tion. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Makeshift food court 
adjacent to Kitchen 
Kuttings Cafe for the 
summer months

Council 
approves 
plan to 
convert 
laneway

Ted Clarke, Elmira vet and horse-racing booster, dead at 71

CLARKE | 06

Society, but is also credited 
with boosting the finances 
of other small racetracks 
in the province. He helped 
establish the Ontario Tele-
theatre Network in 1994, 
essentially bringing racing 
and gaming offsite to bring 
in patrons to raceways even 
if there was no live racing 
on any given night. In 
1998, the Elmira Raceway 

became the first “B-track” 
in the province to simul-
cast its races across North 
America. 

A co-owner of Eldale 
Veterinary Clinic in Elmira 
when he first got involved 
with the Elmira Raceway 
in the late-1980s, Clarke 
maintained his practice 
even after becoming gen-
eral manager in 1995. He 

continued as vet until 
2002 when he made the 
full-time leap to managing 
the raceway’s move to an 
expanded Elora operation 
that included OLG slots. 

In the years leading up 
to the move, Clarke was a 
key part of efforts to save 
the raceway by proposing 
slot machines at the Elmira 
location. When township 

council of the day waffled, 
the agricultural society 
made plans to build in 
the Breslau area before 
that, too, was stymied by 
council. Eventually, a site 
in neighbouring Centre 
Wellington Township was 
chosen.

The decision to move 
was a difficult one for both 

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Nobody’s going to mistake it 
for captivating outdoor spaces 
of European cities, but the 
idea of a public place to enjoy 
a coffee or a bite to eat was 
alluring enough to Woolwich 
councillors that they voted to 
stop up an Elmira laneway.

The public roadway that 
runs between a pair of Arthur 
Street business – the Bargain 
Shop and Kitchen Kuttings 
Café – will be closed to traffic 
for the summer to allow for 
the creation of a public seat-
ing area. 

Meeting Tuesday night, 
councillors quickly endorsed 
the idea, at least on a trial ba-
sis, pitched by Elmeda Weber 
of Kitchen Kuttings. 

LANEWAY | 07

GOOD DEEDS

Community rallies 
in support of teen 
who suffered burns

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The community has ral-
lied to support a young 
local boy who was severely 
burned in an accident last 
month. 

On April 13, 13-year-old 
Luke Mann of Conestogo 
had a grand mal seizure 
while preparing to take a 
shower. He fell into the 
bathtub while adjusting 
the temperature, causing 
the tap to turn to full heat, 
suffering severe burns to 28 
per cent of his upper torso. 

He was promptly trans-
ferred to the intensive care 
unit at Sick Kids in Toron-
to. His mother, Monica 
Mann, is taking time off 
work as a nurse to care for 
her son.

“He is the strongest, 
bravest kid I’ve ever met in 
my life,” said Monica, in a 
phone interview from the 
hospital. “He amazes me 
every day we’ve been here. 
He doesn’t complain ... he 

just rides through this and 
keeps trying to push him-
self, trying his best to get 
out of bed and get walking 
– it’s just amazing.”

Family, friends, and 
strangers have all contrib-
uted to supporting Luke 
in an online fundraiser, 
which raised more $15,000 
in just five days.

“We have an amazing 
community. The support 
has been incredible,” said 
Monica. “They are drop-
ping off meals at my house, 
people have donated. I’m 
overwhelmed with the 
kindness and support. I’m 
just in awe of our people.”

A friend of the family, 
Wendy Forler, started the 
fundraiser. She chose the 
specific goal of $25,000 
to have enough money to 
purchase a service dog for 
Luke. 

“When I started a Go-
FundMe page, I originally 
thought, ‘oh my goodness 
– his mom is going to be off 

MANN | 06

Ted Clarke [FILE PHOTO]

Conestogo’s Luke Mann at SickKids in 
Toronto after seizure caused him to fall 
into scalding water

BLOOD DONOR CLINIC
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This free event for parents and caregivers is hosted by the Elmira District Secondary School Council. 

Mon, May 13, 2019 • EDSS Library • 7pm doors open, presentation at 7:15 - 8:30 

Parent Engagement Session at Elmira District Secondary School

Anxiety in your teen? Learn what you can do.

You will gain knowledge, skills and tools as a parent or caregiver to be active partners 
in your teens’ well-being.  This workshop will provide an opportunity to initiate open 
communication and help address the challenges facing your stressed or anxious teen.  
You will learn of the support services in the school and local community.   

Workshop funding made possible by a Parent Reaching Out (PRO)
Grant from the Ontario Ministry of Education.

Speaker
Dr. Kerris del Rosario is the founder and 
director of the del Rosario Psychology & 
Psychotherapy Group. Dr. Kerris is a clinical 
psychologist certified with the College of 
Psychologists of Ontario (CPO) in the areas 
of Clinical and Counselling Psychology 
(both assessment and treatment) for Adults, 
Couples, Adolescents and Children.
She has been a speaker for PIC 
Conferences and in local schools.

to the barn and livestock 
is pegged at around 
$500,000-$700,000.  

“I imagine they’ll proba-
bly start rebuilding sooner 
rather than later, probably 
in the next week,” said 

Redman. “The community 
usually comes together and 
helps them out. So they 
shouldn’t be out of busi-
ness too long.” 

Lobsinger Line remained 
closed for most of the 
evening in both directions 

from Hackbart Road to 
Moser Young Road due to 
heavy smoke.

The cause of the fire has 
not yet been determined, 
but an investigation by the 
Woolwich and Wellesley fire 
departments is ongoing.

 � BARN FIRE: Structure expected to be restored with help 
from the community in the next couple of weeks

FROM 01

KW Animal Save is hosting a vigil for the animals lost in the barn fire at 4176 Lobsinger Line tonight (Thursday) at 7 
p.m.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Engaged in a greening blitz 
of its own, Trees for Wool-
wich isn’t directly affected 
by the province’s cut to its 
tree-planting program, but 
sees the move as counter-
productive nonetheless.

Following the presen-
tation of its first budget 
in April, the Progressive 
Conservative government 
told Forests Ontario it 
was scrapping the 50 Mil-
lion Tree Program. The 
previous administration 
had allocated $4.7 million 
annually in a bid to plant 
50 million trees across the 
province.

The provincially spon-
sored program had planted 
27 million trees since 2008, 
with an overall goal of 50 
million by 2025. Under the 
program, the government 
would fund 75 per cent of 
the cost of planting trees 
on a private landowner’s 
property. The landowner 
would pay the remaining 
25 per cent, giving them 
the incentive to make use 
out of unproductive land.  

While the removal of 
this program would not 
immediately affect Trees 
for Woolwich, Rinne said, 
it has an impact on the big 
picture. 

“I think it’s extremely 
short-sighted,” Inga Rinne, 
a member of Trees for 
Woolwich, said of the de-
cision. “It doesn’t impact 
our organization directly 
because we haven’t been 
receiving any provincial 
monies.

“The reality is, a lot of 
the tree planting is really 
designed for the greater 
good, in the sense that the 
advantages to the indi-
vidual are much smaller 
than the advantages to the 
community as a whole,” 
said Rinne, noting that 
the provincial government 
has funded tree-planting 
programs for more than a 
century.

“Because you’re looking 
to control flooding, you’re 
looking to control erosion, 
and you’re looking at car-
bon capture. Inevitably, 
there will be fewer trees 
planted.”

Greening goes on in Woolwich despite provincial cuts

Provincial officials ar-
gued that the program was 
an example of frivolous 
spending by the previous 
Liberal government. Jus-
tine Lewkowicz, a spokes-
person for the Ontario Min-
istry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry, said that the 
50 Million Trees Program 
duplicates the work of the 
forestry industry, which 
plants 68 million trees an-
nually without the use of 
taxpayers’ money.

“Our government is 
committed to balancing 
the budget in a responsible 
manner to protect what 
matters most – healthcare, 
education, and other criti-
cal public services such as 
emergency preparedness,” 
said Lewkowicz in an email 
to the Observer.

“In order to do this, we 
have to maximize value for 
the taxpayer dollar. The 50 
Million Tree Program has 
only planted 27,000,000 
trees since 2007, an average 
of 2,500,000 trees per year. 
This is well short of their 
initial goal of 50,000,000 
trees by 2020.”

She pointed out there are 
other forestry management 
supports for private land-
owners, including the Man-
aged Forest Tax Incentive 
program and the Conser-
vation Land Tax Incentive 
program.

While the provincial 
program has been felled, 
work continues apace in 
the township. For those 

looking to make a local im-
pact in response to global 
climate change protests, 
Trees for Woolwich is con-
tinuing with scheduled 
greening events, including 
one May 4 at Elmira’s Bo-
lender Park beginning at 
11 a.m. 

The goal of Trees for 
Woolwich through these 
initiatives is to increase 
the canopy cover in Elmira 
from 16.4 per cent up to 
30 per cent. This can be 
difficult locally due to the 
presence of the emerald 
ash borer, a beetle that has 
killed millions of ash trees 
in southwestern Ontario.

Rinne added that in light 
of these provincial cuts, 
Trees for Woolwich has 
seen donations from the 
public for their work. An 
example of such a donor 
is Dorothy and Richard 
MacBride of Waterloo, who 
contributed $231 to the or-
ganization along with the 
following letter:

“It’s income tax filing 
time. Receiving a tax 
credit or carbon tax rebate 
doesn’t feel right to us as 
seniors who are respon-
sible for part of the envi-
ronmental mess and the 
dangers and destruction 
caused by climate change. 
While realizing we need 
to do more, we will, on be-
half of future generations, 
donate this $231 rebate to 
a non-profit organization 
that is fighting climate 
change.” 

It was a bitterly cold morning on Saturday, but volunteers were nonetheless out in force for the Trees for Woolwich planting of 150 trees along the Kissing Bridge Trail near West Montrose.  [FAISAL ALI]
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519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

Are your feet
 ready for 

SANDAL 
SEASON?

Pedicure

$44 Spa Pedicure 
with paraffin Wax

$50 Shellac 
Pedicure

$52 

Blackforest 
Ham

Store Made Deli Sliced

WEEKLY SPECIALS

$6.49 REG. PRICE
$6.99/lb.

Prime Rib 
Steaks

Side Bacon

Pork Chops

REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb. 

$3.99

$7.49
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$4.99

 Turkey  
Burgers 

Store Made (12 x 4 oz.)

REG. PRICE
$16.99 ea.

$15.99

REG. PRICE
$14.99 /lb.

$13.99

Breakfast 
Sausages

AA” or Better Store Made Smoked 

Store Made Regular or Garlic 

REG. PRICE
$7.99 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

Store Made

Specials from May 6th - May 12th

COLLISION SLOWS TRAFFIC WEST OF ELMIRA

There was a full emergency response Monday 
morning to what turned out to be a fairly minor colli-
sion of vehicles travelling on Line 86 west of Elmira. 
One lane was temporarily blocked along the bend 
in the road.   [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

An Elmira school is hosting 
a white elephant sale today 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., all to 
support a charitable cause.

St. Teresa of Avila is 
continuing the fundraising 
tradition that collected 
$950 last year. All the pro-
ceeds go to KidsAbility, an 
organization dedicated to 
empowering children and 
youth with special needs.

“My daughter was one 
that used KidsAbility ser-
vices, and we know the 
amazing work that we’ve 
done,” said Anna Tupling, 
one of the teachers at St. 
Teresa who spearheaded the 
idea. “Because it was a great 
success [last year], we want-

Elmira’s St. Teresa school to host white elephant sale
ed to do it again this year.”

Up until Monday, the 
school was collecting items 
of new or gently used 
items to fill up the white 
elephant sale. Books, toys, 
and household items will 
all be up for grabs

Items are priced to move 
– stuffed animals and 
books range from $0.25 up 
to $1, for instance while 
household items are $1-$5, 
typically. Keeping prices 
low also helps with the 
cash-only endeavour.

Tupling noted that cloth-
ing wasn’t a huge seller last 
year, but other items such 
as games, toys, and books 
were popular.

“There’s a pretty big 
variety for people to 
pick from,” she said. “It 

helped us repurpose items 
throughout the community 
that would normally go to 
the waste sites, or being 
thrown out or discarded. So 
we knew we were helping 
out environmentally.”

It will also feature a 
silent auction, which in-
cludes a donated Sugar 
Kings prize pack that in-
cludes hats, sweaters, and 
season’s tickets. Cash or 
cheques are accepted in 
the silent auction. 

An added twist this year 
is the butter tart bake-off, 
the brainchild of French 
teacher Mary Baldasaro. It 
costs $5 to enter the com-
petition, with those pro-
ceeds going to the chosen 
charity. Students make a 
minimum of a dozen nut-

free butter tarts to be eval-
uated by judges.

“Somebody she knows 
whose grandfather in the 
community has really strong 
skills in the baking depart-
ment, and makes a mean 
butter tart,” said Tupling. 
“So to involve the students a 
little bit as well, she thought 
it would be fun if we could 
have people enter.”

The winner to be de-
clared will lay claim to 
bragging rights. The butter 
tarts will then be sold at 
the auction. Any unsold 
items will go to the Menno-
nite Central Committee in 
Elmira for their relief work.  

“We’re really excited, 
and hopefully we can raise 
some money for the cause,” 
said Tupling.

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

A change is coming to the 
way communities organize 
themselves in the prov-
ince, and it’s a change that 
has possibly far reaching 
consequences for the town-
ships. That’s not a premo-
nition of the result of the 
province’s fast concluding 
regional government re-
view, which will wrap up 
sometime this summer. 
Rather, it’s the sentiment 
attributed to the premier 
by Ken Seiling, one of two 
special advisors on the 
Ford government’s review.

“I think they’ve indicated 
some appetite for change in 
a lot of areas so far, but it’s 
not for me to gauge what 
they’ll do,” said Seiling, or-
dinarily tight-lipped about 
the proceedings, in an in-
terview with The Record.

Whether that’s another 
round of amalgamations or 
more of the “efficiencies” 
Ford speaks of will ultimate-
ly depend on the PC govern-

Townships looking for public input on Ford’s regional review
Ken Seiling expects changes to come out of the process, but just what they’ll look like remains up in the air

ment. But guiding those dis-
cussions, at least in theory, 
will be the recommendations 
presented by Seiling and 
co-advisor Michael Fenn.

The regional government 
review will be examining 
regional governments across 
the province, including the 
Region of Waterloo, with an 
eye towards restructuring 
these governments towards 
improving efficiency.

Boundaries can be 
erased and new ones cre-
ated; municipalities can 
be cut up and rearranged 
and glued together in new 
arrangements. The town-
ships may take on new 
forms, or even cease to 
exist all together. The per-
son in charge of fixing the 
pothole on your street may 
live down the street, five 
minutes from her or his 
constituents, or halfway 
across a megacity.

Seiling and Fenn’s final 
report will be a reflection of 
the comments, concerns, 
questions critiques and 
recommendations made by 

those who take part in the 
review.

The townships of Welles-
ley and Woolwich will each 
be holding public meetings 
on May 7 to hear the views 
of residents. More than 
an exercise in blowing 
off some steam, the com-
mentary collected at these 
meetings will be submitted 
by the townships as part of 
their official submission to 
the province.

Because of the short 
deadline for the regional 
review to finish its work, 
coupled with the sheer 
number of municipalities 
that need to be reviewed 
(82), these two meetings 
next week may be one of 
few remaining opportuni-
ties township residents will 
have to sway the outcome 
of the review.

“I really want to encour-
age everybody, councillors, 
to call up people you may 
know and see if you can get 
them to come out. They’ll 
be given a ten minute 
opportunity to speak – if 

there’s 150 people here, we 
might cut that back a little 
bit,” said Wellesley Mayor 
Joe Nowak at a council 
meeting this week.

“But it will be a great 
opportunity for them to 
air their feelings. It’s a big 
issue, and it’s going to po-
tentially change the way 
this township looks like for 
the next long while.”

What is at stake in the 
outcome of the province’s 
review of regional gov-
ernance is the structure, 
integrity and accountability 
of our municipal govern-
ments – those institutions 
we depend on for our basic, 
immediate and often locally 
distinct services and quali-
ty-of-life enhancers like wa-
ter, waste, emergency, recre-
ation, roads and libraries.

The Region of Waterloo, 
and other regional govern-
ments under consideration 
in this review, operate on a 
two-tier municipal system, 
with authority and respon-
sibility divided (though not 
always very discernibly) 

between the two.
But as for who should 

operate what service, and 
upon which elected repre-
sentative’s shoulders the 
responsibility and account-
ability should rest is not at 
all obvious.

The two-tier system 
might even be scrapped 
entirely, meaning the 
townships of Wellesley, 
Woolwich, Wilmot and 
North Dumfries would 
effectively cease to exist, 
instead being absorbed 
into a centralized Region of 
Waterloo megacity.

Residents of the Town-
ship of Wellesley will 
have their opportunity to 
speak to these changes at 
a public meeting on May 7 
at the township’s council 
chambers (4805 Williams 
Hastings Line, Crosshill), 
beginning at 7 p.m.

Township of Woolwich 
residents, meanwhile, 
will be able to join the re-
gional review discussions 
at the Woolwich council 
chambers (24 Church St. 
W., Elmira) on May 7, at a 
public meeting scheduled 
to begin at 6 p.m.
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Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Call us for a 
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR 
THE SPRING 

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET! 

the society’s board and 
Clarke himself, said Don 
Jewitt, who first joined the 
Woolwich Agricultural So-
ciety some 25 years ago at 
Clarke’s behest. 

It was a good business 
move in retrospect, but a 
difficult one given Clarke’s 
attachment to the commu-
nity he’d called home for 
decades. 

“It was a hard decision 
for Ted to make. He wanted 
to stay, but it didn’t work 
out,” said Jewitt. “After that 
...he was very pragmatic in 
his approach – ‘let’s deal 
with it and go forward.’”

Though he’d known 
Clarke as the vet who’d 
come out to the farm when 

he had a dairy operation, 
Jewitt said he really got 
to know Clarke when he 
joined the ag. society.

“His passion for horses, 
I didn’t realize until I got 
involved with the board. 
He really cared about hors-
es and the industry.”

That concern for the 
horseracing industry 
prompted Clarke’s moves 
to improve the finances 
of small tracks, leading 
to higher purses and 
more races, which in turn 
brought in more business, 
Jewitt explained.

“The whole teletheatre 
thing was Ted’s doing – he 
called the head of the rac-
ing commission directly 
to make a case for it. That 

was initially what saved the 
raceway in Elmira and the 
ag. society.

“Ted played a huge role 
in developing the racing 
industry.”

And the industry recog-
nized his contributions. 
In 1999, Elmira Raceway 
received the prestigious 
Lloyd Chisholm Achieve-
ment Award from the 
Standardbred Breeders’ & 
Owners Association of On-
tario in recognition of its 
racing innovations for the 
betterment of the Ontario 
harness racing industry.

Long recognized as a 
champion for Ontario’s 
horseracing industry and 
a driving force behind the 
Grand River Raceway, Clarke 

work for several months, 
and that takes a toll on a 
family’s finances.’ That’s 
what hit me first,” said 
Forler. 

“Then I found out that 
they were hoping eventual-
ly to get him a service dog – 
they are quite expensive to 
get. That was the amount 
of money I was trying to get 
people to give, to get him a 
service dog.”

A seizure-response dog is 
trained to assist or help its 
owner during and/or after 
a seizure occurs. Tasks can 
include but are not limited 
to finding someone to help, 
activate an emergency re-
sponse system, physically 
remove the patient from an 
unsafe situation, retrieve a 
phone or medication, and 
acting as a brace to help 
the person up.

A seizure-alert dog is 

 �MANN: Month-long hospital stay expected, with teen moved from ICU
FROM 03 trained to demonstrate 

specific behaviour before a 
seizure occurs. The Wool-
wich Community Lions, 
whose organization trains 
such dogs, has been in con-
tact with the Mann family. 
Monica said a service dog 
would help prevent an 
injury like this from ever 
happening again.

“This time, because we 
didn’t know he was having 
[a seizure], he was in the 
bathtub with the hot wa-
ter,” said Monica. “So if a 
service dog had been there, 
it would have been in the 
room with him and barked 
as soon as he started the 
seizure, and we would have 
got there quicker.”

Staff at the SickKids hos-
pital told Monica to expect 
to stay in the hospital one 
day for every one per cent 
of burn. He spent 12 days 
in the intensive care unit 

before being transferred to 
the burn unit. 

Full recovery will involve 
long-term physiotherapy 
and regular visits back to 
SickKids once he is dis-
charged.

“They want them to be 
active because if they’re 
not, the scarring can de-
crease their mobility in 
the long run,” said Monica. 
“They told me [Friday] ‘if 
he played hockey, back to 
hockey. If he played soccer, 

back to soccer.’ And for the 
first six months, no sun-
shine. They wouldn’t even 
let the sunshine through 
the window yesterday.”

Luke has a condition 
called refractory epilepsy, 
which means medicines 
don’t work well, or at all, to 
control seizures. 

“What’s always impressed 
me with Luke is how caring 
he is for other people,” said 
Forler. “That is part of the 
reason why I wanted to 
reach out and help him. Be-
cause that, to me, is part of 
Luke. Luke is always so kind 
and generous and wanting 
to help people. He’s an old 
soul in a young body.”

The GoFundMe can be 
accessed at https://ca.go-
fundme.com/zna4me-
help-for-luke and get-well 
cards can be sent to Sick 
Kids Hospital at 555 Uni-
versity Ave. in Toronto.

was made a member of the 
Canadian Horseracing Hall 
of Fame in 2014, inducted in 
the builder category.

Horses were a big part 
of his life, extending to the 
farm near Elmira, from 
which his wife Val for years 
hosted the Flame of Hope 
Trail Ride for the Canadian 
Diabetes Association.

Clarke is survived by his 
wife Valorie, sister Chris-
tine and brother David, 
daughters Carrie and Amy, 
and granddaughters Mor-
gan and Riley.

A celebration of life 
event is scheduled for May 
15, 2-5 p.m., in the Light-
house Restaurant at the 
Grand River Raceway in 
Elora.

 � CLARKE: Credited with turning around the fortunes of the Elmira Raceway, 
he oversaw and managed facility's eventual move to Elora
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Luke Mann [SUBMITTED]

 � ELMIRA BUS: Region is now funding the pilot project, with long-term decision expected as part of 2020 budget talks

the Region of Waterloo 
gauged the success of the 
pilot. Though the bus was 
expected to institute a fare 
for riders after the pilot 
finished, that now won’t be 
the decided until 2020.

“[The Region of Water-
loo] approved the con-
tinued operation of the 
service from March 1 on 
to the end of the year. And 
they allowed us to operate 
it, to continue to operate it, 
the same as we have been,” 
said Fisher. “But what will 
happen is that we will have 
to go into discussions  ... 
with the region, because it 
is a service now that is op-

erated by the region.”
To be determined is 

whether Kiwanis Transit  
will continue to operate 
the bus route next year, 
now that it has shown to 
be successful, or whether 
the region would opt to 
hire a private bus operator 
instead. As the region has 
officially adopted the bus 
route as part of its busPLUS 
service, it will be up to the 
region to determine how 
the service is run.

“What we’d like ... to 
request [is] an opportunity 
or proposal for us to be 
able to carry on providing 
this service,” said Fisher. 
“Whether we carry on with 

it being free, that would be 
something that would be 
decided upon.”

Kiwanis Transit is an 
atypical bus service. A not-
for-profit in the region’s 
townships, it commands a 
fleet of 10 vehicles, offering 
approximately 50,000 rides 
a year. The organization 
primarily offers door-to-
door transit services for 
seniors and those with 
physical and mental dis-
abilities.

However, the door-to-
door service is also much 
more costly to operate than 
a typical bus route, while 
users of the service typical-
ly need to book a ride days 
in advance.

Seeing a need for regular 
bus service in Elmira, the 
organization introduced 
the Elmira Bus. It is the 
organization’s first regu-
larly scheduled bus route 
service – one that it hopes 

to keep running next year.
The service was envi-

sioned as a way to take 
pressure off the organi-
zation’s longstanding 
door-to-door service, by 
providing residents in El-
mira with another option 
for transit both in town and 
as a connection to Grand 
River Transit’s route 21 to 
Waterloo.

However, unlike the 
door-to-door service, the 
Elmira Bus is open to all 
users. Just 35 per cent of 
those constituted seniors 
and students, while anoth-
er 10 per cent were chil-
dren four-and-under (who 
typically ride for free on 
GRT buses).

But the largest demo-
graphic riders on the Elmi-
ra Bus, at 55 per cent, were 
adults, suggesting a wider 
demand for the bus service 
amongst residents across 
the board.

“I knew we were going 
to tap a certain demo-
graphic of seniors and 
students,” said Fisher. 
“But our highest grouping 
is 55 per cent of the riders 
is adult. So these are peo-
ple between the age of 18 
and 65. These are people 
getting to work, these 
are people going gro-
cery shopping, these are 

FROM 01
people running errands. 
These are people with busy 
lives.”

In the past few months, 
approximately 100 riders a 
month used the Elmira Bus 
to connect with route 21.

“It’s important because 
[the Elmira Bus is] allowing 
people to come from a little 
bit bigger distance to be 
able to do that,” said Fish-
er. “So, yes, we’re seeing a 
number in and around that 
range per month that are 
actually using this service 
as a complement the GRT, 
for sure.”

The Elmira Bus will 
continue operating a while 
longer as is until the region 
makes its decision next 
year. The service runs six 
days a week and travels in 
a circuit around the outer 
edge of town, with major 
stops at Maple and Church 
streets, and the Foodland 
plaza.

Kiwanis Transit manager Cheryl Fish-
er. [FILE PHOTO]
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Provincial inter-library loans cancelled due to budget cuts

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

The province’s inter-library 
loan service was abruptly 
cancelled last week after 
the announcement of bud-
get cuts to the Southern 
Ontario Library Service 
(SOLS). The loan service 
– which allowed libraries 
across southern Ontario to 
share books and between 
branches – was discontin-
ued by SOLS after a 50 per 
cent cut to its operating 
budget.

Libraries across the 
province were left scram-
bling to recover books lent 
out through the service, 
including at the Region of 
Waterloo Libraries. Last 
year, the townships saw 
some 10,000 circulated 
through the SOLS service.

“It is with great sadness 
that I have to inform public 
libraries in southern On-
tario that the SOLS interli-
brary loan delivery service 
will permanently cease 
to operate,” said Barbara 
Franchetto, CEO of SOLS, 
in a statement.

“I know this is very sad 
and disappointing news 
but given the enormity of 
the cut to our operating 
grant, there is no alter-
native. Even under our 
previous grant allocation, 
it was becoming difficult to 
sustain the service because 

of ever-increasing operat-
ing costs.”

Not affected by the 
budget cuts, however, is 
the Region of Waterloo 
Library’s (RWL) internal 
loan system, which allows 
the ten branches across 
the region’s four townships 
share books and materi-
als between the separate 
branches.

“So if there’s a book that 
happens to be in Elmira, 
and you’re in Wellesley, you 
can still order that item and 
have it brought to you,” said 
Michele Hopkins, acting 
manager for the RWL. “It’s 
items that we don’t have, 
that we don’t own in our 
collections that we would 
rely on our inter-library 
loan service to get.”

The SOLS inter-library 
loan service previously 
allowed township residents 
access to the wider cata-
logues books and resources 
that exist in the southern 
part of the province, in-
cluding the vast and spe-
cialized collections avail-
able in the province’s cities 
and universities.

“There’s a number of 
different reasons why peo-
ple would use inter-library 
loans,” explained Hopkins. 
“For example, we have 
book clubs, and book clubs 
need multiple copies... of a 
certain book, so they typ-
ically will use the inter-li-

Little impact is expected on intra-regional loan service within the areas libraries, though users will see some changes

ONTARIO BUDGET

brary service.
“Another example would 

be people doing research. 
We can borrow from uni-
versity collections. Also 
people doing genealogical 
research as well is another 
kind of example,” adds 
Hopkins. “Families who 
home school might have 
broader resource needs 
so that they can fulfill 
curriculum requirements 
for their children. ... Or 
you could just have some-
one who has very unique 
reading interests, and our 
library doesn’t happen to 
have the items that they’re 
looking for.”

A similar service oper-
ating in Northern Ontario 
was likewise axed by the 
province after having its 
operating budget cut in 
half. The Ontario Library 
Service – North (OLS) 
permitted smaller librar-
ies across Ontario’s more 
sparsely populated north 
to share resources between 
them.

The defunding of SOLS 
and its northern counter-
part OLS was criticized by 
the Ontario Library Associ-
ation for disproportionate-
ly impacting remote and 
rural communities.

“Public libraries are es-
sential to people and fami-
lies across Ontario, provid-
ing hundreds of services 
such as job training, access 

to broadband in underser-
viced areas, children’s pro-
gramming, and supporting 
lifelong learning,” said the 
association’s executive di-
rector Shelagh Paterson, in 
an emailed statement.

“SOLS and OLS North 
provide highly-valued 
services, like inter-library 
loan, that give all people in 
Ontario, especially those 
in rural and Northern 
communities, the ability to 
access resources through 
their local public library.”

In the last two months, 
the townships collective-
ly received 800 books 
through the SOLS service, 
and sent 690 out to other 
libraries in southern On-
tario.

“This is a service that 
we’ve been offering, it’s a 
long-standing service. So 
it’s definitely a disruption 
for patrons who use this 
service,” said Hopkins. 
“Some patrons it won’t 
impact because they never 
have used this service, but 
for many obviously it will 
mean that they are unable 
to get materials delivered 
to their branch, which is 
just this beautiful service 
that we can offer.”

The SOLS inter-library 
loan service ceased oper-
ating on April 26, with the 
organization’s CEO calling 
it “truly the end of an era 
in provincial resource shar-

ing.”
“The end of the SOLS 

delivery service means 
that 24 drivers (full time, 
part time and occasional) 
will lose their jobs,” said 
Franchetto. “Last year, 
they drove almost 1 mil-
lion kilometers to deliver 
over 710,000 packages to 
153 main library branches 
across southern Ontario.”

The end of the SOLS 
service also prevents the 
township libraries from 
transferring books between 
the region’s cities, which 

maintain their own sepa-
rate library systems. Town-
ship library members may 
still borrow from the cities 
of Waterloo, Kitchener and 
Cambridge, but must now 
pick up and drop off the 
books in person.

Whiles SOLS and the OLS 
have been discontinued, 
the Minister of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport Michael 
Tibollo affirmed the prov-
ince would be “maintain-
ing base funding for our 
libraries across the prov-
ince.”
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Her request actually 
had four parts. Along with 
closing the laneway, she 
asked for 16 parking spots 
in the municipal lot served 
by the laneway to be des-
ignated with a two-hour 
limit to better ensure the 
space is available to shop-
pers rather than staff of 
downtown stores. As well, 
she’d like to see the town-
ship set up picnic tables in 
the laneway if it is closed, 
adding there are plans to 
paint a mural on the side 
of the building facing the 
lane.

“What we’d like it to be 
is a social downtown place 
for people to come with 
their families and enjoy the 
food available downtown,” 
Weber said of creating a 
relaxing space. “This is for 
everybody to enjoy down-
town.”

Township clerk Val 
Hummel, who called the 
idea a “positive,” told 
councillors the requests are 
supported by the Elmira 
Business Improvement 
Area (BIA), though she has 
to talk with the Region of 
Waterloo about any con-

cerns, particularly traffic 
flows from people used to 
turning down the laneway. 
As well, the region would 
have to remove a direc-
tional sign pointing to the 
parking lot.

Councillors pointed 
out longstanding issues 
with parking. On-street 
parking, for instance, is 
limited to two hours, but 
it’s rarely enforced. The 
BIA knows there’s an is-
sue with staff taking up 
parking spots, but doesn’t 
want to risk ticketing 
shoppers.

Hummel noted that the 
BIA has long been torn be-
tween reactive versus pro-
active parking enforcement, 
though more aggressive 
measures would be needed 
to ensure the 16 designat-
ed spots are used only for 
short-term parking.

“We need them to say 
‘proactive,’” she said of the 
BIA.

Overall, the plan met 
with quick approval, sub-
ject to some final tweaking.

Coun. Larry Shantz said 
the BIA approval sold him 
on the idea.

“That’s our key to going 

along with it.”
Coun. Scott McMillan 

was more effusive in his 
praise for the idea, call-
ing it an inexpensive way 
to help businesses and 
noting that “space-mak-
ing” for the public is an 
ideal way to make the 
downtown core more at-
tractive.

“I’m really excited about 
this. I was at the BIA meet-
ing when they approved 
this. It’s a big step forward 
in improving our down-
town,” he said, suggesting 
it would help draw more 
people to the core. “Down-
towns thrive when you cre-

 � LANEWAY: Council opts to try one-year trial period to close laneway
FROM 03

ate space for people.”
Coun. Fred Redekop, 

too, praised the concept, 
suggesting the laneway be 
closed permanently.

“I would propose that 
we close it for good,” he 
suggested, saying it would 
be more confusing to 
close it for six months, 
then reopen it for six 
months before closing it 
again.

Council was more com-
fortable with a trial period, 
however. Hummel said 
she’d talk to the region and 
the BIA to get more details 
prior to next week’s meet-
ing.

Have you
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great tip?

Let us know!

See something happen?
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Libraries aren't as easy a target of cuts as they appear to be
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

A t first blush, the prov-
ince’s cutting of inter-li-
brary loan services may 

seem like an easy place to save 
money: in a digital age, aren’t 
libraries decreasingly rele-
vant?

That would seem intuitive, 
but the answer is no, it seems.

The word library conjures 
up a building with book-lined 
shelves where patrons, cards in 
hand, checkout reading mate-
rial. That’s still very much the 
case, but libraries have been 
making changes to reflect the 
shift from analog to digital. 
It’s not just about e-books, but 
about providing Internet ser-
vice, research skills and a host 
of knowledge-based offerings. 
There are aids for jobseekers 
and a variety of functions akin 
to social services. There are 
children’s programs and book 

clubs that have transformed 
libraries into veritable commu-
nity centres. 

The cuts to the Southern 
Ontario Library Service won’t 
have a direct impact on the 
emerging services, but do un-
dercut a traditional role while 
curtailing access to books that 
remain the backbone of our 
system of knowledge.

Despite the shift to digital, 
our shrinking attention spans 
and a host of other distrac-
tions, books – including actual 
ink-on-paper books – remain a 
sought-after commodity.

Some 54 million English-lan-
guage books were sold in Cana-
da last year, generating a value 
of $1.1 billion. Booknet Cana-
da tracked the sales of some 
867,000 unique titles.

A survey conducted for the 
organization found 50 per cent 

of respondents had checked 
out a book – print, e-book 
or audio – from a library, up 
slightly from 46 per cent in 
2017. Of those surveyed, 92 per 
cent had read a print book, up 
two percentage points from the 
year before. The numbers were 
up similarly for e-book and au-
dio versions (smartphone use 
for e-reading has seen particu-
larly big increases, with some 
23 per cent of us opting to read 
on our phones, an increase of 
some 10 per cent in the last two 
years alone).

Canadians are still reading. 
And still visiting libraries. 
That said, there are some 
troubling signs about reading 
and literacy. We have more 
books to read than ever before, 
and more ways to read them 
thanks to computers, tablets, 
e-readers and smartphones, 

but we aren’t picking them up 
in commensurate numbers.

Beyond the risk to writers 
and publishers, there are 
longer-term implications for 
literacy skills, job prospects 
and even our very democracy 
given we live in an informa-
tion age. 

Measures are being taken to 
promote reading and literacy 
skills, especially among young 
people.

With so many electronic dis-
tractions available to kids, it’s 
hardly surprising that books 
have fallen by the wayside in 
some cases. If that’s the case, 
encouraging kids to take up 
any kind of reading is a plus 
– we certainly shouldn’t put a 
damper on it. 

According to Statistics Can-
ada, 29 per cent of individuals 
with low literacy levels are 

from low-income households 
compared to eight per cent of 
individuals who are ranked in 
the highest two categories of 
literacy.

If you’re reading this, basic 
literacy is not an issue. How-
ever, for many Canadians that 
hurdle remains to be cleared. 
And in a knowledge-based 
economy, the bar continues 
to rise – millions of Canadi-
ans are technically literate 
but can’t read at levels high 
enough for many of today’s 
jobs.

Reading – exploring new 
ideas, concepts and even new 
worlds – is the pre-eminent 
way to foster literacy, not only 
in words but in understanding 
the world around us. Any kind 
of book or other written ma-
terial that sends us down that 
road is a good thing. 

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

F or the second time in 
a month, a member 
country of the Euro-

pean Union has not voted a 
populist into power. Could 
it be that the populist wave 
has broken?

It would be a good time 
for that to happen, because 
elections to the EU’s par-
liament are next month. 
The hard-right populist 
parties that have already 
proliferated in the 28 mem-
ber countries were hoping 
to sweep into a dominant 
position in the EU parlia-
ment as well next month, 
but maybe the story will be 
more nuanced.

The Spanish election on 
Sunday saw the traditional 
socialist party (PSOE) in-
crease its vote by a quarter 
under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Pedro Sán-

European Union: no 
populist breakout

chez. “The future has won 
and the past has lost,” said 
Sánchez, who has raised 
the minimum wage, ap-
pointed a female-dominat-
ed cabinet and promised to 
bring in laws defining rape 
as sex without clear con-
sent during his brief time 
in power.

That wasn’t the head-
line on Monday morning, 
of course. Good news is 
no news, so the media 
played up the fact that a 
particularly nasty party of 

As with many items on store shelves, "New and Improved" doesn't always mean what they say it means.

“Facebook's refusal to act responsibly is deeply 
troubling given the vast amount of sensitive 
personal information users have entrusted to this 
company. Their privacy framework was empty, 
and their vague terms were so elastic that they 
were not meaningful for privacy protection.”

Privacy Commissioner of Canada Daniel Therrien  
notes Facebook committed serious contraven-
tions of Canadian privacy laws

High winds contributed in part to most natural catastro-
phes recorded by the Insurance Bureau of Canada 
between 1983 and 2016. The May 2018 windstorm, for 
example, in southern Ontario and Quebec, followed by 
tornadoes in the National Capital Region in Septem-
ber 2018, caused close to $1 billion in insured losses.
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Divisiveness is the game, no matter what politicians may say

L ast week’s minority win 
by the PEI Progressive 
Conservatives was the fifth 

straight by a right-leaning party 
in one of the provinces. And 
that’s just in the last year alone. 

Some will attempt to connect 
this to a shift in public senti-
ment, while others will see it 
as simply another case of vote-
the-bums out. The Green Party’s 
ascension to official opposition 
status in the country’s smallest 
province aside, governance has 
typically seesawed between  a 
couple of parties, one nominally 
right (some more so than others) 
and one nominally centrist or 
perhaps left-leaning.

Nominally is the operative 
word, as none of those elected 
has really lived up to its own 
billing, be it conservative or 
progressive. What we get here is 
typically a less-vitriolic version 
of the two-party farce south of 
the border: lies, paternalism and 
a whole lot of abiding by the cor-
porate agenda. 

No matter what the ideological 
position, parties attempt to gain 
power by saying what they think 
will win them enough votes. 
Sometimes the effort doesn’t 
matter much, as voters are eager 
for a change – look to Ontario’s 
election last summer for a clear 
indication of that. But most-
ly what we get are platitudes, 
misdirection and a whole lot of 
saying-one-thing-and-then-do-
ing-the-opposite, the latter pa-
tently obvious with one Donald 
J. Trump. 

Conservatives, in particular, 
have been guilty of speaking 
untruths to hide their true in-
tentions, a pattern that long pre-
dates Trump’s administration, 
though it does take the cake 
for outright lying. Those who 
vote for right-leaning parties 
usually do so against their own 
self-interest, so it requires a great 
deal of lies, appeals to base in-
stincts (racism, sexism, etc.) and 
fear-mongering, with the three 
usually tied together into a pack-
age, augmented by fraud, voter 
suppression, gerrymandering 
and a host of other anti-demo-
cratic tricks.

Fear-mongering is especially 
effective. It’s responsible for 

Republicans being elected in the 
U.S., for the Brexit fiasco and 
rise of fascist-inspired populism 
elsewhere in Europe. Anti-immi-
grant attitudes are the basis of 
the fear fomented by politicians. 
Such concerns are widespread 
enough to result in electoral vic-
tories, as right-wing parties are 
typically the beneficiaries. That’s 
true even in Canada, where Terry 
Glavin, writing last week in Ma-
clean’s magazine, notes the prob-
lem is less about a rising surge in 
bigotry, but in the consolidation 
of such votes.

“For the first time since EKOS 
began its tracking in the 1990s, 
dyspepsia about the pace of im-
migration has coalesced with re-
sentments about the rate of non-
white newcomers to Canada. 
And that bloc of public opinion 
is consolidating for the first time 
behind a single political party – 
Andrew Scheer’s Conservatives,” 
he writes.

“This is happening whether 
Scheer’s Conservatives want it or 
not. Whether or not voters with 
unfavourable and in some cases 

decidedly unseemly views about 
Canada’s current immigration 
policies are being actively drawn 
to the Conservatives, or are sim-
ply being repelled by the annoy-
ing, not-racist-like-you histri-
onics of the Liberals, something 
unprecedented is happening.”

While Canada hasn’t suc-
cumbed as deeply to dog-whistle 
politics, such issues are anoth-
er strike against right-leaning 
parties ... or should be, if voters 
weren’t as gullible to manipula-
tion as they are.

Decades of history in this 
province and across the coun-
try – and more disastrously to 
the south – have shown us that 
ersatz conservative govern-
ments routinely abandon good 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

fiscal management, streamlined 
government and the long-term 
public good in favour of elec-
tioneering, misguided ideology 
and payoffs to corporate back-
ers. Just like pretty much every 
other mainstream political 
party, though often with more 
self-righteous hypocrisy. 

But fear, anxiety and uncer-
tainty can be used against voters. 
We’ve seen that repeatedly in the 
States, but U.S. voters aren’t the 
only weak link. Those Britons 
who voted to leave the EU were 
overwhelmingly those who felt 
marginalized economically and 
culturally, the result of a weaken-
ing economy, lack of jobs, poorer 
prospects and lack of affordable 
housing, much of the blame for 
which was heaped on the EU 
and, rightly or wrongly, on visi-
ble minorities – plenty of people 
aren’t happy with the changing 
face of Britain.

On a larger scale, the “Leave” 
vote was an indictment of global-
ization and neoliberalism. Peo-
ple no longer trust politicians, 
bureaucrats and those labelled 

elites to serve the public good 
– rather, those in charge serve 
themselves and their paymas-
ters. 

A certain number of voters are 
realizing they’ve been conned 
– by politicians of all stripes, 
actually,  but the con has been 
more insidious on the right. A 
few have cottoned on to saying-
one-thing-and-then-doing-the-
opposite technique, realizing the 
populism was bs-ism. All talk 
and no action – certainly not any 
action that was beneficial to the 
deluded masses.

“Conservative populism has 
utterly failed to translate the po-
litical impulses behind them into 
a plausible governing agenda. 
It is a visceral reaction against 
multiculturalism and moder-
nity that has not only failed to 
produce concrete solutions for 
its supporters, but doesn’t even 
know what to ask for,” writes 
Jonathan Chait in New York 
magazine.

“The political phenomenon 
of conservative populism has 
created a demand for philosoph-
ical treatises to justify it. The 
conservative intelligentsia has 
been engaged in a comic process 
of backfilling in high-minded 
arguments to support the rise 
of Trump. The pro-Trump me-
dia is dominated by lowbrow 
right-wing infotainment, like 
Fox News and Breitbart — media 
that are simple and accessible 
enough for Trump himself to 
enjoy.

“[It] fails to acknowledge 
Trump won these voters in 
large part by distancing him-
self from the right, promising 
universal health care, lower pre-
scription-drug prices, cracking 
down on Wall Street, ending the 
carried-interest loophole, and 
other ideologically unorthodox 
moves. But he has abandoned all 
these ideas in favor of a rehash of 
George W. Bush’s domestic agen-
da. This has helped persuade 
Republican legislators to over-
look his misconduct, but taken a 
toll on Trump’s popularity.”

As long as you can fool enough 
of the people all of the time, pol-
iticians will get elected despite 
the lies and the harm they do.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 
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right-wing populists called 
Vox has made it into the 
Spanish parliament for the 
first time.

Vox is anti-immigrant, 
anti-Muslim, and prom-
ises to “make Spain great 
again.” It wants to repeal 
laws against gender vio-
lence, and opposes abor-
tion and same-sex mar-
riage. But it actually only 
got 10 per cent of the votes, 
and most of those it stole 
from the Popular Party, 
the traditional home for 
nationalist and ultra-con-
servative voters.

Sánchez will still have a 
hard time putting a coalition 
government together – he’s 
probably going to have to 
make some deal with the 
Catalan separatists, which 
will alienate many other 
Spaniards – but this is not ex-
actly populism triumphant.

It wasn’t a populist 
triumph in Slovakia last 
month either. The neo-fas-
cist candidate, Marian 
Kotleba, didn’t even make 
it into the run-off presi-
dential vote. In the second 
round Zuzana Caputova, a 
neophyte in politics, beat 
the candidate of Robert 

Fico’s ruling Smer-SD 
Party, which plays by right-
wing populist rules and has 
close links with Viktor Or-
ban’s elective dictatorship 
in Hungary.

The presidency is a 
largely ceremonial office 
in Slovakia, so Fico is still 
really running the govern-
ment (although he had to 
step down as prime minis-
ter last year after an inves-
tigative journalist looking 
into links between Slovak 
politicians and organized 
crime was shot dead by 
hired killers). It’s not all 
roses yet in Slovakia, but 

spring is in the air.
So what does this tell us 

about the populist wave 
in Europe in general, and 
about the EU parliamentary 
elections next month in 
particular? Not as much as 
you’d like, because ‘Europe’ 
is a very complicated place.

What we can say is that 
there is a general rise in 
nationalism, from Brex-
it-supporting Britain to a 
huge surge of anti-Muslim, 
anti-immigrant feeling in 
Eastern European coun-
tries (which have almost no 
Muslims, or indeed immi-
grants of any sort). We can SEE DYER | 10

also say (although most 
people won’t admit it) that 
nationalism on this scale 
does pose a real threat to 
the future of the European 
Union.

The European Union was 
the great political success 
story of the latter half of 
the 20th century. What 
was once the most war-
torn part of the globe, the 
source of both the world 
wars, has become the most 
peaceful, cooperative and 
democratic region on the 
planet. It also looks after its 
citizens, on average, better 
than almost anywhere else.

Why would they (or at 
least a lot of them) now 
be in rebellion against all 
that? Economic growth has 
been slower in the past few 
decades, but they are not 
poor. The gap between the 
rich and the rest has been 
widening, but not nearly 
as much as it has in the 
United States or China or 
Russia. Why risk throwing 
it all away?

The EU has lost its unify-
ing external threat. It was 
the menace of an allegedly 
expansionist Soviet Union 
that drove the Western Euro-
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pean founders of EU to bury 
all their old quarrels and 
come together, but the So-
viet Union is long gone and 
Putin’s Russia is not really a 
plausible replacement.

Another irritant is the 
growing pressure of im-
migration: refugees from 
wars in the Middle East 

and from both tyranny and 
climate change in Africa. 
The ‘threat’ that immi-
gration poses is greatly 
exaggerated, but the 28 dif-
ferent governments of the 
EU have not come up with 
a coherent and effective 
policy to deal with it while 
the populists exploit it with 
great success.

The right-wing populist 
group of parties in the 
European Parliament cur-
rently holds 37 seats in the 
751-member parliament 
but the latest opinion polls 
predict that it will rise to 
61 seats in next month’s 
election. If the United 
Kingdom is still in the EU 
at that time, which seems 
likely, the total could rise to 
a hundred, but that’s still 
hardly a landslide.

The concern is not for 
the immediate future, but 
for the trend line. The pop-
ulists have been gaining 
strength for two decades 
now, and if that goes on for 
another five years the EU 
could just vanish, the way 
the old Soviet Union did 
in 1991. So from that point 
of view, at least, the news 
from Spain and Slovakia is 
good news.

 �DYER:  Problems aren't going away, so issues remain
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•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only good 

for date of publication.

Need
A New

Vehicle?
Visit us
today!

Call one of
our sales reps

today!

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE OVERLAND 4X4
One owner trade-in. Has Eco-Diesel engine for excellent fuel economy 
and performance. Overland model loaded with features including 
Navigation, heated and ventilated leather seats, Quadra-lift air 
suspension, Panoramic sunroof, rear backup camera, remote start, 
power liftgate, tow package and much more. Finished in Billet metallic. 
Has 90,800 kilometers. $31,995.

245
72 mths
 5.99%

$

2013 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
All-wheel-drive, Navigation, heated leather seating, 
power sunroof, rear back-up camera, remote start, 
Uconnect with Bluetooth, fog lights,alloy wheels and 
much more. Finished in black. Has only 75,200 
kilometers. $17,995.

161
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2018 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4  STERLING EDITION
25TH Anniversary edition loaded with options including 
heated front and second row leather seats,,Navigation,20 
inch wheel package,Apple Car Play,Android Auto,power 
sunroof,back-up camera,remote start,blind spot and rear 
cross path detection and much more. Finished in velvet 
red.Only 27,400 kilometers.$42,995.

290
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED SAHARA 4X4
Nicely equipped Sahara model with Navigation, heated 
leather seats, remote start, tow package, Bluetooth, fog 
lights, alloy wheels, dual tops and more.
Finished in black. Has 59,300 kilometers. $32,995.

295
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
Nice one owner trade-in.RT model with V6 engine, 
all-wheel drive, heated leather seats, Navigation, rear 
back-up camera, remote start and much more.
Finished in white. Has 85,700 kilometers. $18,995.

170
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2018 CHRYSLER PACIFICA TOURING- L PLUS
New generation mini-van loaded with Tri-Pane Panoramic 
sunroof, heated leather seats, dual Blu-Ray DVD players, 
Apple Car Play, Android Auto, 18 inch alloy wheels, rear 
back-up camera, power side doors and liftgate, blind spot and 
rear cross path detection and much more. Previous daily 
rental. Finished in velvet red.Only 21,300 kilometers. $38,995.

264
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 RAM 1500 LARAMIE CREW 4X4
In immaculate condition.Loaded with options including 
Navigation,heated and ventilated leather seats,power 
sunroof,heated steering wheel,trailer brake control,remote 
start,rear backup camera.Also loaded with accessories 
including hard folding tonneau cover,side steps and much 
more. Finished in pearl white.Only 84,300 kilometers.$36,995.

284
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN GT
Sporty GT model with heated front and second row 
leather seats, powerliftgate, power sliding side doors, 
backup camera, Bluetooth phone connectivity, remote 
start and much more. Finished in Billet silver metallic. Has 
51,400 kilometers. $25,995.

176
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

Saturday, May 11, 2019
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(while quantities last)

Purchase your Rain Barrel  
at one of three locations:
• Fairview Park Mall, Kitchener
• Cambridge Centre Mall
• Conestoga Mall, Waterloo

RAIN BARREL RULES
• Waterloo Region residents only
• Limit of one barrel per household

519-575-4400   TTY: 519-575-4608   www.regionofwaterloo.ca/conservation

It’s back!
Rain Barrel  
Distribution

$40  
each

 ■ Harris not 
speaking for all 
on gravel issue

To the Editor,
Doug Ford’s Conservative 
government has plans 
to dilute, to a significant 
degree, the regulations 
protecting Ontario’s citi-
zens from the overzealous 
aggregate industry.

Apparently Kitchener 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Conestoga MPP Mike Har-
ris stated that his constitu-
ents agree with the move to 
reduce regulation.

I would ask Mr. Harris to 
do his due diligence before 
he claims to speak for all 
of us.

Mr. Harris seems to be 
completely ignorant of the 
fact that his constituents of 
Conestogo, Winterbourne 
and West Montrose spent 
several years and tens 

of thousands of dollars 
fighting to save their com-
munities from the envi-
ronmental and quality of 
life degradation that would 
have resulted from the 
development of three large 
gravel operations on the 
outskirts of these villages.

Mr. Harris owes those 
constituents an apology 
for including them in his 
statement.

Paul Marrow, Winterbourne

Have
something
to say?

Share your thoughts.

We’d love your input on the 
issues and this issue. GET IT IN THE

observerxtra.com/write-a-letter
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: www.observerxtra.com/score

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

The Waterloo Siskins took a 2-0 lead into Wednesday 
night’s game against the London Nationals in the 
Sutherland Cup finals. The teams return to Waterloo 
Thursday night for game four, scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 
at the Waterloo Memorial Rec. Complex.

The EDSS boys’ soccer team was busy last week, win-
ning at home against FHCI on Thursday by a score of 
1-0. The soccer action continued on Friday as the team 
took part in a tournament, posting wins against BCI, 
Waterloo-Oxford & FHCI before dropping a decision to 
St. David’s in the final game of the day.

SUTHERLAND CUP SOCCER TOURNEY

The weather is getting good and it’s 
time to hit the yard HARD! But what 
about your poor body! Get help. 
Fix your aches and pains and start 
the season off strong!

HERE WE GO!
It’s full-contact gardening season!!

Plant Your Annuals
Spread Your Mulch

Weed Your Lawn

Rake
Trim
Fertilize

Church St E

A
rt

h
u

r 
St  

S

Wyatt St E

W
a
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r 
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t

James St

ELMIR A

Call NOW to win the 
battle to better health!

5 1 9 • 6 6 9 • 1 2 1 2   w w w.sosphysiotherapy.c a    3  W y a t t  S t .  E a s t

The Elmira Tennis Club, though looking to wind down, last year honoured long-time volunteer Elwyn Bridge with a presentation by Joyce Derosa at the First Street 
location. The group is now partnering with the township to rehabilitate one of the courts. [FILE PHOTO]

Township and Elmira Tennis Club to split cost, open facility to public use by summer

One First Street tennis court 
to be rehabilitated

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Long in need of repair, 
the tennis facility on First 
Street in Elmira will be 
getting an overhaul this 
spring. One court is to be 
restored through a partner-
ship between the township 
and the Elmira Tennis 
Club.

The resurfaced court will 
then be available for public TENNIS | 13

GALEA | 13

DOUBLING UP 

This morning, since 
I am stuck at home 
working, I was tex-

ting with a buddy and we 
had a discussion about 
turkey hunting and our, 
thus far, lack of success. 

He was a bit concerned. 
But I told him I am not 
worried since I have killed 
wild turkeys in both the 
first five minutes of the 
season and on the very 
last day of the season.

Then, using my 
voice-activated text, I 
added, “Frankly, I enjoy a 
longer hunting season.”

Unfortunately, my 
phone’s voice-activat-
ed text heard that as, 
“Frankly, I enjoy a longer 
hotdog.” and, without 
proof-reading, I sent it as 
such.

As you might have 
guessed, this confused 
the issue and dramatically 
changed the tone of the 
conversation. 

Let me just point out 
there is no good or even 
convincing way to sort out 
this sort of predicament.  I 
spent the next 15 minutes 
blundering through an 
explanation of what hap-
pened. Worse still, I’m not 
sure my pal bought it.

That’s unfortunate, be-
cause I don’t want him to 
get the wrong idea about 
me. By that, I mean I don’t 
want him to think I prefer 
giant frankfurters over 
hamburgers. For that is 
not anywhere close to the 
truth and the next time 
we get together for a bar-
becue, I don’t want us to 
have an awkward moment 
when he hands me a foot-
long hotdog when I really 
would prefer a cheese-
burger.

Of hotdogs 
and hunting

Friendships have ended 
over less.

I know this was a small 
thing but it also makes 
you wonder how many 
texting mistakes like this 
got through that you did 
not even notice and never 
had the chance to explain.

How many other hunt-
ing buddies think you like 
longer hotdogs? 

This also makes sus-
pect that an anti-hunter 
programs these voice-ac-
tivated messages. Either 
that or Oscar Mayer has an 
inside person doing the 
job. There’s no other way 
to explain it.

Clearly, there is a huge 
difference between the 
phrases hunting season 
and hotdog and the two 
should never be inter-
changed. They are not 
even close in pronuncia-
tion. No one in the histo-
ry of the world has ever 
mistaken the phrase, “I’ll 
take mustard and relish on 
my hotdog” for “I’ll take 
mustard and relish on my 
hunting season.”

Yet, somehow, the 
program that runs my 
voice-activated text mes-
saging got it very wrong. 

Need more proof that 
this is part of some sort of 
nefarious plot? I did a lit-
tle experiment and delib-
erately said “bunting sea-
son” instead of “hunting 
season” and the voice-ac-

use rather than for mem-
bers only, as has been the 
case for years.

Woolwich and the club 
will be splitting the cost, 
pegged at $39,000. Flex-
Court, an Oakville-based 
playground equipment 
supplier, will do minor re-
pair work, followed by the 
installation of a court tile 
product later this month.

“It’s not just [fixing] the 
flooring – we’re going to 

get new nets and posts 
up,” said Thomas van der 
Hoff, facilities technical 
assistant for recreation 
services at the township. 
“The courts are going to be 
open now to the public, but 
we are going to be locking 
them each night.”

For the past several de-
cades, the Elmira Tennis 
Club maintained these ten-
nis courts, which required 
a paid membership to 

access. In light of a recent 
decision to disband, the 
club will no longer charge 
membership fees. It may 
continue to offer informal 
programming, however.

Having accumulated 
some $32,000 from mem-
bership fees over the years, 
the club decided the public 
project would be a good use 
of the funds. 

“We wanted it to be sim-

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN
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Eric Luo and Ian Naisby are representing EDSS at the badminton provincials.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Lancers Eric Luo and Ian Naisby begin play Thursday in North Bay, following up on a strong season

EDSS senior badminton doubles team headed to OFSAA
BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

It was a crowded two days 
at the regional secondary 
school badminton cham-
pionships earlier this 
month, with just short 
of ten schools qualifying 
for the provincials in five 
categories. Amongst the 
victors earning their way 
to  the Ontario Federation 
of School Athletic Asso-
ciations (OFSAA) cham-
pionships were senior 
boys doubles team of Eric 
Luo and Ian Naisby from 
EDSS.

Claiming the sec-
ond-place spot at regionals, 
the duo will be heading 
to Nipissing University 
this week as the Elmira’s 
lone competitors vying for 
provincial glory, with the 
games set to kick off at 10 
a.m. today (Thursday).

“We're pretty excited. 
We could have made it 
last year, but we were like 
fourth-place last year,” said 
Naisby. “We need to make 
second, so we were just a 
little bit short last year.”

Luo and Naisby had cut a 
swath through the Central 
Western Ontario Second-
ary Schools Association 

(CWOSSA) regionals last 
month. The team almost 
saw their season end early 
after suffering a crucial 
loss, they say, but were able 
to earn their way back to 
earn a second place finish 
in the senior boys’ doubles.

“It was a little shaky. 
There was one team that 
we didn't expect to lose to. 
It was a rough game, we 
lost to them but then we 
came back. We had to go 
to the losers' bracket, and 
just make our way [back],” 
said Luo.

“Playing a lot of extra 
games,” added Naisby with 
a laugh.

The pair have had each 
other’s backs the past three 
years, with the team earn-
ing a previous CWOSSA 
championship in their ju-
nior year.

“We've been playing for 
three years so we're very 
good together,” said Luo.

“We won CWOSSA in 
junior but then there was 
... no OFSAA in junior, so 
it just kind of stopped at 
CWOSSA,” added Naisby.

This time, the pair will 
have the chance to take 
their game further with a 
showing at the provincials 
in the senior boys doubles 

category. Though the pair 
are going in with their 
heads held high, they know 
the competition will be 
fierce, as the province’s top 
teams come to compete for 
the Ontario-title.

“Well there are definitely 
certain regions, especially 
in Toronto that are going to 
have much higher placed 
players who are like in the 
high provincial and even 
national level,” said Luo.

There are 40 teams in 
the men’s doubles, leaving 
little doubt the competition 
would be tough.

“I don't know. We can go 
there, we'll have fun, we'll 
do the best we can and see 

what happens,” says Luo.
The games get underway 

at the Nippissing Universi-
ty today, with the conclu-
sion of the OFSAA champi-
onships set for Saturday at 
2:30 p.m.

The Elmira Karate Dojo and its Elora counterpart hosted the 34th annual Canadian Naha-te Goju Karate tournament on Sunday at Riverside Public School in Elmira. More than 100 martial artists took part in the competition, which tested partic-
ipants in sparring, weapons training and the choreographed movements of katas, or forms. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

SHOWING 'EM HOW IT'S DONE
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Regional Government Review 
Special Council Meeting

The Township of Wellesley will hold a Special Council 
Meeting to hear from members of the public on the 
Regional Government Review. 

Members of the public are encouraged 
to attend the meeting scheduled for:

Date:                    Tuesday, May 7th, 2019

Time:                    7:00 p.m.

Location:              Township of Wellesley Council Chambers

                             4805 Williams Hastings Line, Crosshill

Anyone wishing to register to speak at the meeting  
as a delegation can contact the Clerk’s Office at  

519-699-3946 before 4:30p.m. on Friday, May 3rd, 2019 
or via email at gkosch@wellesley.ca. Additional delega-
tions will be heard during the meeting if time permits. 

 
Members of the public are welcome to submit their 
comments to the Clerk, without attending the meet-
ing, via email: gkosch@wellesley.ca or to the Province 
via the participation survey at https://www.ontario.ca/

form/survey-regional-government-review.

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

Amos & Naomi Weber Tours
326 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON  N3B 2P4 

Call Amos 519-501-9256 for more info.
(Bus chartered from Country Mile Bus Lines) 

These tours are organized by Diane Cook, TPI Travel Advisor  
TICO# 50013851  Direct # 226-979-5751 

WEST COAST TOUR
Aug. 12 – Aug. 30

Lake Louise  
Jasper  

Vancouver  
Victoria  

Butchart Gardens  
Grand Coulee Dam  
Yellow Stone Park   

Mt Rushmore & MORE!
Washroom on bus

THAT CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON

The 2018-19 Observer basketball team defended back-to-back championships at Rockway Mennonite school in Kitchener on Apr. 24. Finishing third overall in the 
KW Men’s Basketball League, the team dominated during the playoff run to make the championship and winning in a best-of-three format series of games. The 
Observer team members are Chris Aldworth, Mike Aldworth, Randy Aldworth, Adam Barras, Zach Holness, Fred Humphrey, Marc Humphrey, Lee Mathe, Patrick 
Merlihan, Jeff Miller, Brad Osborne, Michael Roth, Josh Woods. Coach: Dave Aldworth. [SUBMITTED]

Members of the Elmira Tennis Club include Kevin Kuepfer, tennis member; Kevin Orr, president; Elwyn Bridge, past president; Joyce Darosa, secretary/treasurer 
and Fred Karpala, membership chairman. Photos at bottom show the current state of the tennis court scheduled to be resurfaced. 

tivated system repeated, 
“I want a longer bunting 
season” which isn’t even a 
thing. Buntings are a song 
bird and that means they 
are protected. 

So how come it gets that 
right, huh?

I was wondering if it 
worked the other way. So 
I sent a voice-activated 
text to Jenn that said, and 
I quote, “I enjoy a longer 
hotdog.” I was hoping it 
would change to “I enjoy a 
longer hunting season.” 

Of course it did not.  So 
now we’re having jumbo 
dogs one day for dinner. 

Don’t get me wrong. 
Longer hot dogs have 
their place. They are great 
from a sidewalk vendor 
or at a ball game.  They 
just should never be men-
tioned in text messages to 
hunting buddies.  

So, for all those I have 
texted before, I like lon-
ger hunting seasons.  No 
matter what previous text 
message might have said.

 � GALEA: Not point in hotdogging 
when all I want is more seasoning

FROM 11

ilar to what Conestogo has, 
free tennis for everybody 
in their town,” said Joyce 
Darosa, a member of the 
Elmira Tennis Club. “I 
don’t think [the township] 
would have been interested 
if we didn’t have a large 
accumulation of money in 
our account – it wouldn’t 
have been in their budget, 
I don’t think, for this year – 
but because we do, and we 
can forward that money to 
them, it did work.”

If the resurfaced court 
sees a lot of use, the town-
ship may look at renovat-

 � TENNIS: Public's use of the facility could have an impact on future work
FROM 11

ing more tennis courts in 
the future.

“Depending on the suc-
cess and use of the front 
court, we’re going to look 
at possibly in a year or a 
couple of years from now, 
doing the backcourt as 
well with an option for 
pickleball,” said van der 
Hoff. 

Pickleball is a racquet 
sport that combines el-
ements of ping pong, 
badminton and tennis. 
Four standard pickleball 
courts can fit on one ten-
nis court.

Tennis has long been a 
part of Elmira life. In 1922, 
three courts with lights 
were located on a lot at 
the corner of Centre and 
College streets. Around 
1958, Fred and Marie For-
well purchased that prop-
erty for their home. They 
donated the lot where the 
tennis courts are current-
ly located on First Street 
between Gibson Park and 
John Mahood PS. 

Mayor Sandy Shantz 
welcomed the move, cit-
ing it as an excellent way 
to stay active. 

“The township is 
pleased to partner with 
the Elmira Tennis Club to 
offer another opportunity 
to get active in our com-
munity,” said Shantz in 
a release. “The township 
is incredibly fortunate 
to have many dedicated 
volunteer organizations.  
This club has diligently 
maintained the facilities 
and promoted the sport of 
tennis, for all to enjoy.”

The tennis club will 
continue to assist with 
regular maintenance of 
these tennis courts.

100% LOCAL SPORTS
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/enterprise

Meridian, Ontario's largest credit union, and third 
largest in Canada, marked a strong year at its 14th 
annual general meeting last week. Over the last five 
years, the company reports it has almost doubled in 
size. In 2018, total assets under management grew 
by 13% to $20.4 billion by year-end and Meridian's 
membership base grew by 9%, marked by a notable 
trend of younger new members.

Keith Hipel, a University of Waterloo professor of 
systems design engineering who earned his three 
degrees as a student at Waterloo, was named as one 
of five winners of 2019 Killam Prizes through the Can-
ada Council for the Arts. Given annually to eminent, 
active scholars in the humanities, social sciences, 
natural sciences, health sciences and engineering, 
the awards come with $100,000 prizes.

PRIME MERIDIAN PRIZED RESEARCH

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

GOVERNMENT LARGESSE

Conestoga Meats was the recipient last week of $10 million in federal loans. Among those in attendance at the Breslau facility were Kitchener Centre MP Raj Saini, president of Conestoga Meats Arnold Drung, Minister of Agriculture Marie-Claude 
Bibeau, Waterloo MP Bardish Chagger, Kitchener South-Hespeler MP Marwan Tabbara and Cambridge MP Bryan May. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Interest-free loan will help the pork producer expand its Breslau facility, reach new markets in Asia
Feds announce $10 million in support of Conestoga Meats

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Breslau’s Conestoga Meat 
Packers was the latest re-
cipient of federal largesse 
after a visit from the 
Minister of Agriculture 
and Agri-Food last week. 
Speaking at the pork-pro-
ducing facility on April 
25, Marie-Claude Bibeau 
announced a federal con-
tribution of up to $10 mil-
lion to the cooperative, 
part of a broader initia-
tive to support Canadian 
agriculture in global mar-
kets.

“Today, I am pleased 
to announce a federal 
investment of up to $10 
million to help Cones-
toga Meats capture new 

markets around the world 
while driving our econ-
omy here at home,” said 
Bibeau. “The investment 
under the AgriInnovate 
program will help the 
company adopt new tech-
nologies to help increase 
production, and capture 
exciting new export op-
portunities in Asia.”

The funding, which 
comes in the form of an 
interest-free loan repay-
able over the next ten 
years, will see Conestoga 
Meats expand its facility 
and production capabil-
ities, and add another 
200 new employees to its 
workforce of more than 
1,000. The project will 
also allow for the adop-
tion of an advanced cool-

ing system that will allow 
the company to reach 
markets farther abroad, 
said the minister.

“Conestoga Meats will 
be able to install a state-
of-the-art cooling system 
developed right here in 
Ontario at the University 
of Guelph,” said Bibeau. 
“The funding will also 
allow Conestoga Meats 
to upgrade its existing 
facilities to increase pro-
duction.” 

“It's a combination 
of both,” elaborated Ar-
nold Drung, president 
of Conestoga Meats, 
about the expansion proj-
ect. “There's an actual 
physical building, and 
then there's significant 
equipment, and a lot of 

the equipment that was 
put in specifically for the 
Asian market, so for Ja-
pan.”

“[The cooling system] 
allows us to get an ex-
tended shelf life, because 
we do ship the product to 
Japan vacuum-packed,” 
said Drung. “It will allow 
us to more than double 
the business that we're 
doing in Japan over time.”

Investment and interest 
in the Pacific states has 
been spurred on by the 
recent implementation 
this year of the Compre-
hensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership (CPTPP). 
The free trade agreement, 
which counts Japan 
amongst its 11 members, 

is expected by the federal 
government to offer new 
opportunities for Canadi-
an agricultural products 
in the global economy.

“The expanded facility 
will also help producers 
take advantage of the 
trade agreement we have 
concluded with Europe 
and the countries on the 
Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship,” noted Bibeau. “The 
CPTPP will bring Cana-
da's pork industry at the 
front of the line in key 
markets like Japan.

“This investment is 
one more way that our 
government is working 
hard to keep Canada's 
pork industry strong and 
growing.”

The investment in 

Conestoga Meats was 
made through the Cana-
dian Agricultural Partner-
ship, which is providing 
up to $1 billion to boost 
Canada’s agricultural in-
dustry in foreign markets. 
The AgriInnovate Pro-
gram, run under partner-
ship banner, is available 
to Canadian agriculture 
companies that use inno-
vative new technologies 
that are brought to mar-
ket. The maximum the 
program can offer is $10 
million in interest-free 
funding, with a 10-year 
repayment schedule.

Conestoga Meats is 
a fully farmer-owned 
co-operative, and the sec-
ond largest pork producer 
in Ontario.
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Thurs., May 9th 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

iPad 2
16 GB

$9999
  reg.
$13999

iPad 4
32 GB

$22999

T420

$24999
  reg.
$299

i5 2540m 2.6 ghz 
8 gig x 320 gig 7 pro 

T430

$29999
  reg.
$399

i5 3320m 2 ghz 
8 gig x 500 gig 7 pro 

T440s

$599  reg.
$699

i7 4600u 2.1 ghz
8 gig x 160 gig SSD 10 pro

T450s

$699  reg.
$799

i7 5600u 2.6 ghz
8 gig x 256 gig SSD 10 pro

Lenovo
Thinkpads

APPLE
MacBook Air

$49999
  reg.
$54999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
11" screen • Mojave OS
 

APPLE
MacBook Air

$59999
  reg.
$69999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
13" screen • Mojave OS
 

Wow! $100 Off!

Laptops,
iPads,

MacBooks

Second
Location  920 St. David St. N.

FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16 GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32 GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HP ProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE 
MacBook Pro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-

 112 Bonnie Cres. (at Union)
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

Bring in your repairs or
call for on site service.

We fix all brands!

www.realitybytescomputers.com

HOW TO MAINTAIN
HEALTHY HEARING

FOR A HEALTHY
LIFESTYLE

June 4th, 11am

Learn how hearing issues can impact your
overall health, and how to reduce the risk

of hearing loss.

REGISTER TODAY
www.tiny.cc/56va5y

FREE WEBINAR

Hosted by Brigette Hillebrand
Audiologist - B.Sc. M.Cl.Sc., Reg CASLPO

I t seems like develop-
ers can always find 
somewhere to squeeze 

in another subdivision … 
usually on what was once 
farmland. 

But finding new farm-
land? Well, that’s another 
matter. 

We’ve only been farm-
ing in what we now call 
Canada for a few hundred 
years. But in that time, 
we’ve pretty much identi-
fied and cultivated most 
of the top farmland. 

So what do farmers do 
now?

Well, the latest report 
on Canadian farmland 
values from Farm Credit 
Canada (FCC), the coun-
try’s biggest agricultural 
lender, suggests that with 
most of the top quality 
land spoken for, farmers 
are buying lesser value 
land with the intention of 
improving it.

That’s kept farmland 
values trending upwards. 
FCC says the value of Ca-
nadian farmland jumped 
6.6 per cent in 2018 – less 
than it was in 2017, but 
healthy nonetheless. 

The organization's 
chief economist J. P. Ger-
vais attributed it to what 
he calls “strategic invest-
ment.” In other words, 
farmers couldn’t find 
land that was top quality 
and affordable, so they 
made a strategic deci-
sion to buy land that was 
maybe not as good and 
needed improving … but 
at least it was for sale. 

Buying land, like buy-
ing a house, is a huge 
decision. Farmers know 
that improving land that 
isn’t so productive makes 
it more profitable. That 
might include installing 
drainage, adding more 
organic matter to the soil 
so it’s more alive with 

Demand for farmland 
still high but softening

beneficial microbes and 
other life forms, and us-
ing accurate and precise 
production and crop pro-
tection methods.

However, that land, and 
the crops and livestock 
they produce from that 
land, is how they make 
a living. So, it has to be 
profitable for them. And 
that’s a big decision they 
need to make: how much 
money do I invest, con-
sidering what I am likely 
to get back? 

The variable is how 
much they’ll be able to 
sell their crops and live-
stock for. And for crops, 
when they start to plant, 
the selling price is still 
an educated guess. Most 
farmers don’t know how 
much they’ll be able to 
get for the crop they’ve 
just planted, which com-
plicates decisions about 
how much they should 
pay for capital equipment 
like machinery, or assets 
like land.  Some farmers 
take sophisticated mar-
keting courses to learn 
how to best manage buy-
ing and selling. It’s com-
plicated.

But one way to manage 
your farm is to grow more 
so you can sell more. And 
ultimately, that involves 
buying or renting more 
land. FCC says in some 
cases farmers are buying 
blocks of land, for greater 
efficiencies. 

Here’s what the num-
bers say. In Ontario, land 
values rose 3.6 per cent 

in 2018. That’s actually 
about half as much rise 
as FCC saw nationally. 
Quebec had the highest 
average increase, at 8.3 
per cent. Not far behind 
was Saskatchewan and 
Alberta, which both saw 
land values jump 7.4 per 
cent in 2018, and BC, with 
values rising 6.7 per cent.

Nova Scotia was the 
lone province to record a 
decrease in average farm-
land values, a drop of 4.9 
per cent.

Overall, FCC expects 
value increases to sub-
side, likely to about half 
of the average seen in 
2018. The main influence 
is expected to be farming 
on the prairies, which 
could be in for a very dif-
ficult ride in 2019. 

The prairies are where 
the vast majority of Can-
ada’s canola is grown.
China – traditionally a 
huge market for Canadi-
an canola – has stopped 
importing it in retaliation 
for the government's de-
cision to arrest Chinese 
business executive Meng 
Wanzhou for extradition 
to the United States. 
Plummeting canola sales 
could put a damper on 
the entire Canadian agri-
cultural economy.

At press time, Ottawa 
was jumping in to help 
farmers by boosting 
the maximum available 
through a loan program 
called Advance Payments 
Program, to $1 million 
year from the current 
$400,000. Producers re-
play the loan after they 
sell their commodities.

Ottawa is trying to 
help find new buyers for 
Canadian canola. Will it 
succeed?  With such un-
certainty, it’s no wonder 
land value increases are 
expected to fall off. 

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
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HOME & GARDEN

SHUTTERS ON SALE NOW!

519.669.1445

Exterior Finishing 

Siding • Trough • Leafguard 

Colums • Railings • Windows • Doors

SALES@RMWEXTERIORS.COM
WWW.RMWEXTERIORS.COM

Visit the Region’s LARGEST
Fence & Deck Showroom

– BOOK A –

FREE
ESTIMATE

Quality 
Professional 
Installation 

or 
Cash & Carry 

Materials

5 Forwell Rd. at Victoria St. N.
(One block past Lackner)
519-745-3250

www.bfdrona.com

...and K-W’s only                 Building Centre
Friendly Professional Staff - Locally Owned and Operated

Monday - Friday: 7:00am - 6:00pm    Saturday: 8:00am - 4:00pm

FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICES RENTALSFOR ALL OF YOUR

HOME
RENOVATION
SUPPLIES

Key Cutting
Rug Doctor
Knife Sharpening
Screen Repair
Artic Clear Water
Mill Shop
Custom Sheds
Propane
Paint Matching

Wood Splitter
Mini Excavator
Skid Steer
Air Tools
Generator
Electric Tools
Man-lift

MAR-SPAN
Home Hardware Building Centre

Phone: 519-638-2420 Fax: 519-638-5015

7873 Wellington Road 8 (1km east of Drayton)
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Get ready for Spring, inside & outside, with 
products and Services from these local businesses

$15995
MSRP $179.95

18 V / 2.5 kg (5.5 lb)†

FSA 45 | Battery Trimmer

STIHLCanada www.stihl.ca

Pricing on chain saws and blowers will remain in effect until June 30, 2017. Pricing on all other power tools and accessories will remain in effect until July 31, 2017 at participating STIHL Dealers, while supplies last.

Starting at

GREAT D
EA

LS!

Offer subject to credit approval. Some restrictions apply. See store associate for details.

*Product Price — Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges 
may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability. Specifications and programs are subject 
to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications. 

†See your local dealer for limited warranty details and information. 

© 2017 Cub Cadet

XT1™ LT42" C
LAWN TRACTOR

• 42" heavy-duty mowing deck delivers 
the Cub Cadet Signature Cut™

• Spring-assisted deck lift lever with 
12 available positions

• Fully robotically welded frame with 
E-Coat corrosion defense system 
(5-year limited warranty)†

STARTING AT:

$2,499 *

Compost for Lawns, Experience the Difference

NEW

webstoneprosoils.ca

519-584-4755
1350 Jigs Hollow Rd.
West Montrose, ON

Compost – Puts You Back
In Step With Nature

Topdress Lawn Application
Reseeding

Overseeding

100% compost, a natural soil enhancement for lawns

Benefits of Enhancing Lawns Naturally

High in Microbiology
Excellent Moisture Retention
Secures Seed to Soil Contact



POWERFUL.
COMFORTABLE.
Our Columbia® Lawn Tractors are 
built to be dependable and versatile. 
Equipped with a powerful engine, 
they are sure to provide exceptional 
cutting performance and qualitycutting performance and quality
results time and time again.

DISCOVER OUR FULL LINE OF ATTACHMENTS AND ACCESSORIES

**FINANCING ON APPROVED CREDIT. 0% - 12 MONTHS WITH A FINANCED VALUE OF $325 OR MORE. 0% - 24 MONTHS WITH A FINANCED VALUE OF $1950 OR MORE.
0% - 36 MONTHS WITH A FINANCED VALUE OF $2750 OR MORE. ADMINISTRATION FEES MAY APPLY. OFFER VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2019. *Product Price — Actual retail
prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. † As rated by engine manufacturer. Models subject to limited availability.
Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications. © 2019 Columbia

• 30" cutting deck
• 382cc Columbia® OHV,
  single cylinder
• Foot-controlled Hydro-Gear®
  T2HP hydrostatic transmission

• 46" cutting deck
• 679cc Columbia® OHV EFI, V-twin
• Foot controlled hydrostatic
   transmission (Tuff Torq® K46)

CYT4622SE EFI
GARDEN TRACTOR

CLT42H
LAWN TRACTOR

CR30H
COMPACT RIDER

• 42" cutting deck
• 547cc Columbia® OHV,
  single cylinder
• Hand lever controlled
hydrostatic transmission

SALE
PRICE $4,399*

SALE
PRICE $3,599*

SALE
PRICE $2,299*

SALE
PRICE $2,099*

• 54" fabricated cutting deck
• 26 HP† Kohler® 7000 Series
KT-745 OHV V-twin, 747cc
• The Columbia® platform features an extra
heavy-duty frame with e-coat protection

CGT5426 FAB
GARDEN TRACTOR....................................

...................................

...................................

...................................

Craft your own outdoor experience.
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Composted manure looks 
great as a decorative mulch.
Triple mix soil also available.

CALL FOR PICKUP & DELIVERY PRICING • 519.669.2982
www.elmviewfarms.com

(Previously at 1219 Floradale Rd, Elmira)

Elmview Farms Inc.

Come see us at our new location!
We have moved!
4214 Temperance Rd

RR#3 Wallenstein
ON   N0B 2S0

Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7pm 

Sat. 9am to 6pm • Closed Sundays519.846.2972

Lorne & Wilma Bauman

RR#1 West Montrose, 
6158 Weisenberg Rd.

We also carry:
mulches, soils, shrubs, trees, 

many assorted annuals, roses, 
perennials & a variety of 

garden supplies.

See us for potting soils,
mulches and a variety
of gardening supplies. 

ARISS
WELLINGTON RD. 86 LINE 86 TO ELMIRA
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FOLLOW
THE SIGN

Watch for our
Mother’s DaySpecialsin next week’s ad

Watch for our

Spring
Shrubs
are in!

It’s Springtime
in Your Garden!
It’s Springtime
in Your Garden!

See us for all
your plant needs.

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road | 519-669-3154 | M-F 9-6 • Sat 8-5 
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Tel: 519-699-5411     www.LetUsFloorYou.ca     1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements, ON
The Country Store with the City Stock where 
Quality and Value has been our Tradition since 1995.

SICO DAYS

SALESpring House
Cleaning/

STOCK CARPET
REMNANTS

MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE!

SELECTED
AREA RUGS

CLEAR-OUT

NEW ARRIVALHARDCORE
VINYL CLIC 1/2

PRICE NUMEROUS ROOM LOT
QUANTITIES OF

HARDWOOD, LAMINATE,
VINYL PLANK

AT GREATLY
REDUCED PRICES

WITH FOAM PAD

/ sq. ft.

$179

/ sq. ft.

$259

CARPET SPECIALS

MAY 9-12 ONLY

LAMINATE & VINYL SPECIALS

FREEUNDERPAD
OR BINDING

VINYL PLANK
LUXURY

 2 colours to choose from

/ sq. ft.

$179LAMINATE
GERMAN

CHALET HICKORY

12 mm x 5” 

BUY✓
SPECIAL Buy One Get One FREE

SICO Evolution Paint

Truckload

ALL 

HUSQVARNA AUTOMOWER®
GREAT LAWN. LESS EFFORT!

BUY NOW
& GET 
1/2 PRICE
INSTALLATION

4790 Herrgott Rd. Wallenstein, ON      519 669 2192     www.efsaudersales.ca

COME SEE
OUR DEMO
AUTOMOWER®
AT WORK

till 

Up to

$300
Instant Rebate

*On all X Models, Valid

July 15, 2019

How Does it Work? The principle function of the Automower® 
provides the service of a well cut lawn, not just a lawn 
mower. Things like horsepower, cutting width and technical 
details become less important with an Automower that cuts 
your lawn day in, and day out. Principle Function Includes: 
Unattended mowing, Never allow the grass to grow too tall, 

• Advanced GPS navigation • Manages steep slopes 
and complex lawns • No track marks • Automower® 

Connect smartphone control 

guarantee on the Husqvarna Automower. If you are 
not satisfied with your robotic mower purchase, the 
product can be returned to the original husqvarna 
selling dealer for a full refund or store credit toward 

the purchase of a new Husqvarna product
from the dealer.

SPRING SALE

SUMP PUMP
BACKUP POWER UNIT

CUSTOM SUMP PUMP SOLUTIONS

Marty Long | 519-749-5025 | www.gartechinnovation.com

Maryhill, ON

No one wants the unnecessary costs of a wet basement!

• Allows sump pump to 
  operate for 2 days
• Maintenance-free operation
• Silent operation

POWER PLUS+ ON
SALE

NOW!

SANDTONE
CONTRACTING SERVICES

Commercial & Residential Solutions

General Installations & Repairs
Concept / Design

Interior / Exterior Painting
Decks & Fencing

Free Estimates

Todd Sharp
Call or Text: 519.500.6710
sand-tone@hotmail.com

@sandtonecontracting

Fully Insured/WSIB

519-669-1278
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

www.groprolawncare.com
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: observerxtra.com/showtime

The Grand River Film Festival (GRFF) is set to open its 
12th season at venues across Waterloo Region May 8-11. 
The season continues the festival’s notable program-
ming, pairing screenings with director Q&A’s, local in-
terest group panels, and outstanding guest speakers. 

www.grff.ca

The wit of Noël Coward is at its cheekiest in his 
exquisite romantic comedy, Private Lives, on stage 
at the Avon Theatre. The production opens May 30. 
Set in a sophisticated world of cocktails, glamour 
and sparkling repartee, Private Lives follows Amanda 
and Elyot, a divorced couple who are reunited by 
chance – while honeymooning with their new spous-
es. Hilarity ensues when the succumb to ex appeal.  

www.stratfordfestival.ca

ALL ABOUT FILM COWARD-LY FUN

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com 45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

elmirains@bellnet.ca 8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

The Waterloo County Teachers’ Choir rehearses at St. George's Forest Hill Anglican Church in Kitchener. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

The Waterloo County Teachers’ Choir has grown beyond educators and the region, but it’s still all about the love of music

Choral group marks 50 years with a special performance

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The Waterloo County 
Teachers’ Choir is cel-
ebrating its 50th anni-
versary with a special 
performance called Thank 
You for the Music, with a 
portion of the proceeds 
going back to support 
music education in the 
community.

A 100-voice choir will 
sing a variety of music, 
including pop, medleys, 
classical from Bach and 
Mozart, folk, African, and 
Indigenous pieces that 
aim to give voice to social 
issues and community 
roots. 

The group’s Jan Hem-
ber promised to provide a 
stellar performance.

“Our opening number is 
going to be quite spectac-
ular, and our finale num-
ber will raise the roof,” 
said Hember with a laugh. 

For more than a decade, 
a portion of proceeds 
from performances has 
gone towards different 
charities. Strong Start, a 
Kitchener-based charity 
dedicated to improving 
children’s literacy skills, 
benefitted from a previous 
performance, for instance.

This year, the group 
is trying something dif-
ferent: a portion of the 
proceeds will go to an 
initiative spearheaded by 
the group itself, Music in 
Schools – Keep It Alive. 

“Schools from both 
[boards], and both ele-
mentary and high schools 
can apply for a small grant 
to help them enhance 
their music programming, 

Stratford.
“To live is to sing for 

me. Music is soul food, 
and it gives me great joy,” 
said Breslau WCTC mem-
ber of 30 years, Carol Fay, 
noting the physical and 
mental benefits that the 
activity provides her. 

“It also gives me emo-
tional well-being. If you’re 
having a hard day and you 
go and sing, it just gives 
your spirit a real lift. It’s 
also a social get-together, 
of course – when you’re 
singing in harmony, 
there’s a sense of unity 
there, which is very pow-
erful.”

When the choir began 
in 1969, it was a wellness 
activity for teachers of the 

whatever way they have 
a need for,” explained 
Hember of the new pro-
gram. “They may need 
to purchase instruments 
like ukuleles in elemen-
tary school, or guitars 
in high school. Or they 
might want to take their 
third-graders to the or-
chestra at the Centre in 
the Square where they 
have a special program for 
students.”

Any school can apply 
for a grant. However, 
Hember predicts it will 
have enough to fund 
about four schools for the 
year. To keep things even, 
the WCTC will select one 
school from across each 
category – one elementary 

school from the Catholic 
school board, one elemen-
tary school from the pub-
lic board, one high school 
from the Catholic board, 
and another high school 
from the public board. 

“We have found that 
schools can’t really afford 
to have this enhancement, 
yet as teachers, we have 
always found it to be a 
really valuable experience 
to have these musicians 
come in and do a program 
specifically designed for 
the age group,” said Hem-
ber. “So we decided that 
from now on our charity 
will go towards support-
ing schools.”

Joining the group will 
be accompanist Susan 

Pries, several additional 
instrumentalists, past 
choir directors and ac-
companists, and 60 alum-
ni who will be a part of a 
massed choir in the final 
celebration numbers. 

Members come from 
all across the region and 
even beyond. Area mem-
bers include Susan Pries, 
the accompanist, who 
owns Riversong bakery 
and café at Three Bridges, 
Jane Schultz of Wellesley, 
Carol Fay, a soprano from 
Breslau, Don Upper from 
Conestogo, Terry Janzen, 
a bass singer from Welles-
ley, and Mary Brough of 
Elmira. Participants also 
hail from New Hamburg, 
Kitchener, Waterloo, and 

Waterloo County School 
Board, as it was known at 
the time. While the school 
board name has changed, 
the choir title has stayed 
the same.

Over the past half cen-
tury, the group has grown 
to include educators from 
all across the board and is 
open to anyone interested. 

“You don’t have to be 
part of the WRDSB or 
Catholic board; members 
can be from university, or 
college, such as Conesto-
ga College,” said Hember. 
“All educators of any kind, 
plus their family and 
friends. So in real terms, 
we are a community choir, 
not just a teachers’ choir.

“But we’ve kept our 
name because the major-
ity of us are still either 
retired teachers or prac-
ticing teachers. But any-
body who loves music can 
join us.”

The WCTC will have a 
busy month filled with 
performances: the group 
has also been invited to 
be the guest choir in this 
year’s Kodály Music Festi-
val in the Waterloo Region 
District School Board. 
More than 1,000 children 
will be performing in the 
festival to celebrate its 
28th year at the Centre 
In The Square on May 7 
and 8. 

The anniversary perfor-
mance will take place at 
Grandview Church, 250 
Old Chicopee Dr., Kitch-
ener on May 14 starting at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15, 
available by e-mail at wt-
choir@rogers.com or by 
calling Hember at  
519-745-1375.
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Classified Ads, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word) 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)

Classified Ad - Display Ads

Please call Donna for a quote.

Phone: 519-669-5790 Ext. 104

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
www.observerxtra.com/media-kit

Lorentz Farms Ltd. 
Looking for a responsible employee to run 
pellet mill and computer controlled drying 
system. Must be mechanically inclined and 

able to run loader and to drive truck in 
yard to load and unload trucks. 
Resume and references can be faxed to: 

519-699-4469, call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

CARPENTERS AND GENERAL 
LABOURERS NEEDED

We are looking for Carpenters and General 
Labourers to join our team! We offer competitive 
pay, steady year-round work and great employee 
benefits. If you’re a team player and looking for an 
excellent environment to work in, we’d love to
hear from you!  

Resumes can be emailed to tess@hfhinc.ca
or give us a call at 519-821-2040.

Check out our website at www.hfhinc.ca.
We celebrate diversity and are committed to creating

an inclusive environment for all employees.

MANUAL MACHINIST
REQUIRED

• Lathe, Milling Machine, Drill Press, Saw, etc.
• Read and interpret drawings
• Accurate use of Micrometer, Calipers, Tape 

Measure etc.
• Must be able to speak/read and write in English
• Must be able to lift up to 50 Lbs. when required
• Must have a reliable vehicle as we are not on a 

bus route
*Competitive wages*

*Company paid benefit pkg.*
*Straight Days*

Please submit resume to:
heidelbergmetal@bellnet.ca

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CONT PG. 23

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

Antiques, butcher related items, household 
goods, tools and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 

Nafziger Rd, 2 miles south of Wellesley, on

SATURDAY, MAY 11TH @ 9:30 A.M.

BUTCHER RELATED:  Outstanding 20 X 
24in. stenciled wooden butcher block.  2 gal. 
sausage stuffer.  Old pig hangers.  Wooden 
paper dispensers.  Knives.  Large cleavers.  
Meat saws.  Galvanized tubs.  Scales.  Hog 
scrapers.  Sharpening stone.  Old hand 
grinder.  Meat forks, etc.  
ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  9pc. oak 
dining room suite – nice.  David Horst carved 
rabbit in good condition (found in Hawkesville).  
Kuntz beer tray – good.  Black Horse beer 
tray – good.  Pieced quilts.  Brown Trapper 
blanket.  Spool “whatnot” shelf.  Pequegnat 
mantle clock.  Belle “pot belly” wood stove.  
Milk cans.  Walking plow.  Pine chicken crate 
(refinished).  Signed milk bottles.  Cobbler’s 
cast nail holder.  Coffee grinder.  Sets of 
silverware in chests.  Set of 7 Harry Potter 
books.  Nancy Drew books.  1911 Coronation 
tin.  Stamp book (10 page full of stamps).  
Crocks.  Edna Staebler cook books.  Winter 
Scene painting by M. Roth.  Trisha Romance & 
Peter Etril Snyder prints.  Kitchen collectibles.  
Silver coins.  Lincoln, Nylint toys & other toys.  
China horses (Germany).  Oil lamps.  Rubber 
tire & other ash trays.  Cast iron door stop.  
Old board games.  Old rotary phones.  Large 
Canadian flag.  Brassware.  License plates 
(1943 & 1967).  Lots of china & glass. Planter 
peanut jar with peanut lid.
HOUSEHOLD:  Amana fridge (freezer on 
bottom) – good.  Set of silverware.  Area rugs.  
Games table.  Matching upholstered sofa 
& loveseat.  Maple dresser.  Glider rocker.  
List goes on.  TOOLS AND MISC, ITEMS:  11 
gal air compressor, like new.  Lincoln 225 ac 
welder.  Champion 3000 watt generator, like 
new.  Wooden machinist chest with tools.  
International tools chest.  Compound mitre 
saw.  Assorted tools (many “new in box”) to 
include impact sockets, cordless impact, air 
gun, sander, 3/4in. socket set, reciprocating 
saw, shear, hand tools, etc.  Magnetic bar on 
wheels.  Daisy bb gun.    
NOTE – See www.gerberauctions.net for 
photos.  Terms – Cash, debit or cheque with 
I.D.  10% buyer’s premium.     

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

Country property zoned A1, antique truck, 
pickup trucks, motor cycles, bulldozer, 
compact tractor, boat, Riding mowers, 

Tools, and miscellaneous items, to be held 
at 136 St. Charles St. West,  

bordering Maryhill,
For Paul and Dawn-Marie Adams, on

SATURDAY, MAY 25TH @ 11:00 A.M.

PROPERTY:  3 bedroom raised bungalow, 
attached 2 car garage and large 2 tiered 
deck with hot tub, also nearby stamped 
concrete patio with fire pit.  2 yr old roof, 
vinyl siding, many updated windows, 3 yr. gas 
furnace, central air & vac, new water heater/
softener, custom kitchen, main floor laundry, 
large master with ensuite, large sitting room 
with wood stove, large finished rec-room 
(wet bar, gas fireplace).  Also, 8 year old 20 
X 55ft. insulated workshop with gas in-floor 
heat.  Zoning A1.  Note – A property with 
many interesting features.  Good location – 
central to KW, Guelph & Cambridge.  
OPEN HOUSE: A zoning offering many 
potential uses.  To View – Attend open houses 
Thursday May 2nd 6 to 8pm or Saturday May 
4th 2 to 4pm or call 519-648-3834 any time.  
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos, 
terms and more info.  

AUCTION SALE
Of surplus inventory to be held at 

275 Union St. Elmira for Engineered Lifting 
Systems and Equipment on:

SATURDAY MAY 11 at 10:00 AM   

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: Black oxide 
system; Okuma metal working lathe; 
Maho MH800 mill; Munk DG cranes; 
R&W parts; electrical parts; pneumatic 
parts; Gorbel runway; cable retractors; 
CM hoists; Hoist trolleys; computer/
electrical components; blue steel rack 
– parts storage; access roller conveyor 
from Bomor saw; miscellaneous hand 
tools; cold cut saw c/w stand; used office 
furniture; pallet jack 5000lb; ¾” hook bolts; 
used truck tires; job box; miscellaneous 
rigging and wire chockers; plymovement 
smog hog; phone system; structural steel 
beams; Grasshopper hand brake; CM 
hoists; Demag hoists; Knight air balancers; 
Simerman air balancers; 10’ lengths of 
conductor bar; 10’ lengths of Can D bar; 
Crane Festoon components; crane wheels; 
1 ton street crane kit; and skids and skids 
of inventory. Terms: 10% buyers premium. 
Cash, cheque, Visa, Mastercard, debit.

AUCTIONEERS:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
At the St. Jacobs Community Centre 
29 Parkside Dr. St. Jacobs for an area 

estate with additions on:

WEDNESDAY MAY 8 AT 9:45 AM    
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND antiques: 
5 piece oak bedroom suite (queen bed, 
dresser with wing mirror; 2 night tables; 
armoire); curio cabinet; hall table; drop 
leaf table; small corner curio cabinet; wing 
back recliner; Tempus grandmother clock; 
oak pedestal table with 4 chairs, matching 
china cabinet and server; nesting table’s 
maple desk; glider rocker; Kenmore sewing 
machine in cabinet; Roger Bros. silverware 
in chest; half moon table; occasional tables; 
floor and table lamps; wheel chair; 4 piece 
waterfall bedroom suite (double bed; chest 
of drawers, dresser, vanity, stool); guitar; 
Norco 3 wheel bike; high chairs; 4 piece 
bedroom suite (double bed with pillow top 
mattress almost new; dresser; chest of 
drawers; night table); tea wagon; Colonial 
style table with 4 leaves, 4 chairs and 
matching china cabinet; record player and 
speakers; recliner; blanket box; modern 
table and 4 chairs; 2 living room chairs; oil 
paintings; chamber set; crocks; jugs; oil 
lamps; walker; records; lanterns; air purifier; 
vintage literature; bedding; table cloths; 
variety of Royal Daulton figurines; floral 
pieces; coffee and end tables; large quantity 
of good glassware; depression; crystal; 
cookware; kitchenware; Tupperware; linens; 
and the list goes on and on. 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: Bearcat 
chipper shredder; oxy/acetylene torch cart; 
pressure washer; construction heaters; 4000 
watt generator; patio furniture; step ladder; 
variety of hand; power; lawn and garden 
tools. 
NOTE: partial list only, hall will be filled. 10% 
buyers premium, cash, cheque, Visa, debit, 
Mastercard. 

AUCTIONEERS:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

DAVID CARSON FARMS & 
AUCTION SERVICES LTD.

WED. MAY 8TH – 11:30 A.M. – Grade 
Holstein Milking Dispersal for Krick Farms 
& A Dairy Sale. Offering registered and 
grade, fresh and springing young Holstein 
cows and heifers. Open & Bred heifers will 
start at 11:30 A.M. prior to the Dairy Sale. 
Consignments Welcome!
FRI. MAY 10TH – 9:30 A.M. - Machinery 
Consignment Sale. On offer will be tractors, 
haying & harvesting, tillage & seeding 
equipment and misc. items also Hay & Straw.
SAT MAY 11TH– 11:00 AM – Beef Cow & 
Calf Sale. Offering cows, breeder bulls, and 
cow/calf pairs. Cull cows at 11A.M. followed 
by Stocker sale. Consignments Accepted!
FRI & SAT. MAY 17TH & 18TH – 9:00 A.M. 
- Carsons Spring Draft Horse & Equipment 
Sale. Friday offers all tack and equipment 
and Saturday all horses sell.

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca

AUCTION

AUCTION AUCTION

AUCTION

AUCTION

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

HELP WANTED

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
MECHANIC NEEDED. 
Welding an asset.  
519-577-7101.

FOR SALE

ANTIQUE FURNITURE 
AND DISHES. LADIES 
clothing in small sizes. 
Call 519-669-4626.

AUCTIONS

SAT MAY 4 AT 10:00 AM 
- CLEARING AUCTION 
sale of car; tractor; miscel-
laneous items; household 
effects; and antiques to 
be held at 906909 Town-
ship Road 12 , Plattsville 
for Gerald and Beverley 
Gottvald. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.Jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

WED. MAY 8 AT 9:45 AM 
- CLEARING AUCTION 
sale of furniture; antiques; 
tools; household effects; 
and miscellaneous items 
held at the St. Jacob's 
Community centre in St. 
Jacobs for an area estate 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.Jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF 
ANTIQUES, BUTCHER 
related items, household 
goods, tools and mis-
cellaneous items, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd, 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
on Saturday, May 11th 
@ 9:30 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 519-698-0138 

SAT. MAY 11 AT 10:00 
AM - SURPLUS INVEN-
tory auction of parts; 
equipment; hoists; elec-
trical parts; tools; skids 

of inventory held at 275 
Union St in Elmira for 
Engineered Lifting Sys-
tems and equipment. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd.  
519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

TUES MAY 14 AT 7:00 
PM - ONLINE ONLY 
auction opens including 
literature; rock and roll 
records; belt buckles; 
ephimara; nascar; mil-
itary items; and much 
much more. Closed 
Tues May 21 at 7:00 
PM Jantzi Auctions Ltd.  
519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

MON. MAY 20 AT 7:00 
PM - ONLINE ONLY 
auction of toys; banks ; 
Nascar signs; beer trays 
;and much more. Closes 
Monday May 27 at 7:00 
PM Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

$499,000

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

This One Bedroom,  freehold, open 
Concept, town house/bungalow, is 
perfect for the first Time home 
owner or empty nesters. Located 
in the quiet town of Elmira. 
MLS# 30728374   

$399,152  1,723 Sq.�  OR  
$354,781  1,040 Sq.� 
Welcome to Murray court 
townhomes, in the Community 
of Milverton Meadows. See MLS 
30715649 and MLS# 30715673

ALLI
SUE

Elmira - This detached bungalow is perfect for a small family or empty nesters. Enjoy the open 
concept living room, dining room & kitchen with loads of counter space and storage. The main 
bathroom boasts a jet tub for a spa like experience. The basement has a large rec room as well as an 
office/den space with a 3 piece bathroom and separate laundry room. There is plenty of parking for all 
of your guests who will enjoy your back yard next to green space with a giant deck. Roof and solar 
panels /2018. Appliances included.

$425,000$425,000
Drayton -  Welcome to 30 Parkside St. in Drayton! Beautiful single detached home, built in 2006, has 
much to offer!  3 bedrms, 4 bathrms, ensuite & walk-in closet, some new flooring, upper floor laundry, 
appliances included, walk-in pantry, mudroom, gas fireplace, open concept feel, finished basement 
with wet bar, double car garage with ample parking, huge deck, large corner lot....with all of this and 
more, don't wait to preview this home! Call us today!   

$484,900$484,900

ELMIRA - Elegant 5 bedroom home with in-law suite 
and separate entrance.   Located in Elmira’s South 
Parkwood area, this 2016 Emerald home is sure to impress 
you.  Starting from the large front foyer into the beautiful 
custom kitchen with huge island, bright dining rm & 
spacious living rm.  Conveniently located off the garage is 
the main floor mudrm, laundry rm and 2 piece bathrm.  
The covered deck with built in speakers makes hosting a 
delight. With many tall windows throughout, natural light 
shines through this home giving it a fresh feel.  The upper 
floor has 4 good-sized bedrooms with a 4 piece 
bathroom, a 3 piece master ensuite and walk-in closet.  
The lower level has been cleverly utilized as a one bedrm 
in-law suite with a separate entrance, sound proofing, 
separate laundry, & beautiful kitchen of it's own!  There is 
also a unique storage space under the garage.  Need a 
space for your home business? This might just check the 
boxes.  Come see this beautiful home for yourself, you 
won't want to miss it!$774,000$774,000

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Alli Bauman
519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From
226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Elmira - Here’s your chance to own a bungalow in Elmira!  The freshly painted main floor offers 3 
bedrooms with hardwood floors and a recently updated 4pc bathroom.  The spacious front living room 
and bright kitchen/dinette features NEW modern laminate flooring, counter tops and appliances.  You 
will be surprised to see how much space the basement holds.   Sprawling rec-room with freshly installed 
carpet, extra bonus room, cold room, storage room and laundry room.  The lots size is 70ft x 123ft, is fully 
fenced and includes a shed, a garden and a play house for the kids.  Need space to park your camper, this 
driveway has the room!!! With nothing left to do but move in and enjoy, make this home your next stop!    

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$499,000$499,000

OPEN
HOUSE
Saturday,
May 4th, 
1 pm- 3 pm 
42 Hampton St.,
Elmira

Serving the community for 27 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Thinking of Selling? 
Call for your FREE Property Evaluation  
$479,000 COUNTRY BUNGALOW
Features 3/4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
large living room, walkout from 
kitchen/dining area, main floor laundry, 
Walk up from basement to rear yard. 
Large rec room with wood burning 
stove. View the peaceful countryside 
from the private rear deck or the front 
porch. Only 25 minutes to Waterloo. 
MLS. Call to Bert to view.

SOLD

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

IF YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT SELLING OR BUYING THIS SPRING/SUMMER,
NOW IS THE TIME TO CONNECT WITH  US, YOUR LOCAL REALTOR TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON MARKET CONDITIONS.  

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

$699,900   Park like view from your 
living room of the Conestogo River.  
This absolutely beautiful 5 year old 
two storey home has a welcoming 
open concept layout.  Entertain in the 
spacious maple kitchen complete with 
island/breakfast bar, built in appliances, 
pantry and wine fridge!  Access to the 
covered back deck is ideal for hosting 
BBQ's.  The upper level has 4 bdrms 
including a master with private 
ensuite.  Finished lower level offers a 
large recreation room, 5th bed/den and 
walkout to a covered patio. NEW MLS

Monique
Roes

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-747-2040

519-669-3192

$519,900   ELMIRA Calling all 
Retiree's/Empty Nesters.  5 years 
new, 1275 sq ft open concept 
mainfloor with walkout to deck and 
walkout basement to patio. 
Picturesque greenspace view of 
Bolender Park. Mainfloor Master 
and den and laundry, cherry 
cabinets, breakfast island and large 
pantry. Fully finished basement with 
gas fireplace and 2nd bedroom. 3 
full baths. NEW MLS 

BUNGALOW WITH A VIEWOPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, MAY 4TH |  1-3PM

94 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE, DRAYTON

This lovely, freshly painted bungalow is a “1-street 
crossing” from Gibson Park and Kate’s Place, enviable 
among parks and playgrounds for its purpose built 
accessible playground and trails. The home has undergone 
a long list of quality updates in recent years, leaving some 
cosmetic updates that involve personal taste to the new 
owner.  The fresh pristine basement, finished in drywall and 
laminate floors, boasts a spacious 4th bedroom and 3-pc 
bath, and virtually doubles the living space. Located on a 
quiet court of detached homes, multiple schools less than 
a kilometer away make this a family friendly destination.

519.831.8393 
Broker

OPEN HOUSE | SAT MAY. 4TH 1  – 3 P.M.

Evelyn Neumann

11 CARDINAL ST. ELMIRA  |  $512,900

SHOUT IT.
SHOUT IT LOUD.
ADD SOME VOLUME TO YOUR NEXT PROMOTION.

It speaks volumes when you advertise your business, event, service or new
product in Woolwich & Wellesley’s must-read community newspaper. 

Check out our rates online at www.observerxtra.com/advertise/media-kit/

Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights. GET IT IN THE

We have
photos 
to share.

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints

100% LOCAL
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CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

From $509,900

Choose your finishes in this TWO bed-
room open concept townhome with 
everything on one level!  9’ ceilings. Lots 
of custom cabinetry incl. island & granite 
countertops. Gas fireplace & w/o from liv. 
room. Spacious master w/walkin closet 
&ensuite. Open staircase w/wood stairs. 
14’ wide garage (w/10’door).  2 units 
avail. (model avail. to view). EXCL. 

21 BUR OAK DRIVE, ELMIRA 

Nicely updated side-split situated on the 
edge of Fergus on a large lot 116 x 132.  Roof 
shingles (2017), replacement windows, doors 
& siding.  3 bedrooms, 2 baths.  Hardwood 
flooring in L.R., D.R. & master bedroom. Huge 
family rm w/gas F.P. Partially finished lower 
level. Updated oak kitchen w/walkout to a 
stamped concrete patio. Garden shed.   MLS 
New Price $569,000.00

$569,000

729 BON ACCORD ST., FERGUS

Sought after area…You’ll love your backyard 
backing to acres of wooded parkland, nestled 
in the trees. Custom built, 4 bdrm. home with 
huge master bdrm, ensuite& two closets.  
Open wood staircase. Maple kitchen w/
island open to family room with high ceiling 
& gas fireplace. Large D.A.  Formal L.R. & D.R. 
Stairs from garage lead to the fin. basement. 
Rec.rm w/oversized windows & gas fireplace, 
bdrm./office & bathroom. MLS $819,900

SOLD

$1,700,000

Agricultural farm property in Woolwich 
Township!  Situated on 88 acres with 
66 acres workable, with some spot tile 
drainage.  The farm backs onto a creek 
and approx. 10 acres of bush area. 
There is a 1.5 storey, turn of the Century 
log house which will require extensive 
renovations. A separate shed, 24’ x 30’ 
with concrete floors.  The property also 
boasts a unique ‘castle’ like structure with 

6854 MIDDLEBROOK RD.

multiple levels and windows atop with stunning views of the surrounding Grand River valley 
& countryside!   MLS 

Great opportunity for a single family home.  
20’ long liv room (partial cathedral ceiling) 
w/gas fireplace & sliders to deck & fenced 
yard.  Open concept to kitchen & dining 
area. 2 pc. washroom on the main floor. 
Upper level offers a large master bdrm 
w/sitting area &walkin closet, 2 bdrms& 
4pc bath. Rec. room is framed, insulated 
& wired. R.i. for 3pc. bath. Central air. New 
garage door. MLS $465,900

SAT. MAY 4TH FROM 1:00 - 2:30PM
44 PINTAIL DRIVE, ELMIRAOPEN HOUSE

SAT. MAY 4TH FROM 2:45 - 4:15PM
10 RAISING MILL GATE, ELMIRAOPEN HOUSE

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S
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The St. John Ambulance Waterloo Marathon saw scores of runners out on Woolwich Township roads on Sunday. Starting 
at Bechtel Park in Waterloo, participants travelled up Northfield Drive and passed by landmarks in the townships such 
as the West Montrose Covered Bridge.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

RUNNING ON THROUGH

FARM SERVICES

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

ORGANIC FERTILIZER 
FOR SALE. SULFUR 90 
and Sulfate Potash. Call 
George Haffner Trucking 
at 519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

WANTED

ROLEX, OMEGA, TUDOR, 
BREITING ETC. SILVER 
& gold coins, jewellery, 
diamonds, sterling cut-
lery or R & R records. 
Honest prices. Call Terry 
@ 519-242-6900 or  
gallamore@golden.net

TRADES & 
SERVICES

GENERATOR REPAIRS. 
JOHN AT 226-622-4598.

MARK'S SMALL PICK 
UP TRUCKING. 5LBS 
to 2000lbs, all Ontario, 
Quebec and cross bor-
der. Trailer and boat tow-
ing. Reasonable rates. 
Call 519-577-2518.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 35 
years experience. Please 
call 519-496-7539 or email  
ron.spncr@gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

ANNUAL BUS TRIP! 
ELMIRA & DISTRICT 
Horticultural Society 
Thursday June 13 
"Plant Paradise Country 
Gardens" in Caledon. 

Leaves from Trinity 
United Church 8:30 a.m. 
returning 3 p.m. $35 for 
members; $47 non-mem-
bers. For tickets contact 
Christine Webb 519-404-
2045 or email christine-
frances54@gmail.com

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE - 21 
RAISING MILL GATE, 
Elmira. Friday May 10th, 
5-8 p.m.; Saturday May 
11. Nearly new children's 
clothing, girls Mennonite 
dresses, footwear, 2 
BRAND NEW IN BOX twin 
mates bed with 2 drawer 
storage and bookcase 
headboard, toddler bed 
and mattress, bikes, 
nearly new double stroll-
er, Keepers at Home and 
Ladies Journal Christian 
magazines, toys and 
many more treasures.

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE - FRI. 
MAY 10 AND  SAT. MAY 
11, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 15 
High St. Elmira. Lots of 
inspirational books and 
much more.

HEIDELBERG TOWN-
WIDE ANNUAL GARAGE 
Sale Saturday, May 11, 
2019 8 am - 2 pm Shop 
the quaint town of Hei-
delberg for treasures of 
every kind. For the past 
25 years over 80 house-
holds have taken part 
each year, with something 
for every ones taste. Rain 
or shine don't miss out.

SEEK & FIND COMMU-
NITY RUMMAGE SALE. 
St. Matthew's Church, 
131 Flaxmill Dr. Conesto-
go. May 4, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Bake sale and treasures 
for everyone.

CONT FROM 
PAGE 21
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P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATIONS 
AND PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday, May 28, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

Township Council Chambers 
24 Church Street West, Elmira

Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, the 
Township of Woolwich has received complete applications for the following proposed Zone 
Change applications more specifically described below.  This notice will summarize the 
details of the applications and includes location maps.  Please be advised that Notice of 
a Complete Application does not indicate whether the municipality is in support of, or in 
opposition to the proposal.  That determination will be made at a later date.
The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Sections 34 of the Planning 
Act, to consider the following Zone Change applications.  No decisions will be made at this 
meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information to the public and agencies and to 
receive comments and information from them.
Zone Change Application 1/2019 – Lewis and Pauline Weber
The property is located at 2520 Three Bridges Road (see Map 1) and described as Part 
Lots 48 and 108 GCT. The property 
is designated Rural Land Use in 
the Township Official Plan and is 
zoned Agricultural (A) with site 
specific provisions permitting a 
garden suite by means of a mobile 
home which is up for renewal.  The 
property contains a single detached 
dwelling, garden suite, accessory 
buildings and dairy operation.
The purpose of the application is 
to extend the Temporary Use By-
law for an additional three-year 
period to allow the garden suite to 
remain on the property.  The garden 
suite is currently occupied by the 
applicant’s aunt.

Zone Change Application 2/2019 – Nancy Gingrich
The property is located at 203 Katherine Street North (see Map 2) and described as Crooks 
Tract, Concession1, East of the Grand River, Part of Lot 1.  The property is designated Rural 
Land Use Area in the Township Official Plan and is zoned Agricultural (A).  The 0.8 hectare 
property is developed with a single detached dwelling and an accessory shed.
The purpose of the application is to amend the Agricultural (A) zoning to include site 
specific provisions to permit a new 387 square metre building for the processing and 
canning of fruits and vegetables, all within a 3,665 square metre area of operation subject 
to the following:

• permit an exemption for the canning operation from the Minimum Distance Separation 
guidelines;

• permit an increased building height for the proposed new building to approximately 
6.6 metres;

• permit a vegetable waste compost building with a reduced rear yard setback of 
approximately 2 metres;

• recognize the existing 204 square metre shed and permit it to be used in conjunction 
with the processing and canning operation for equipment storage and inside parking 
for employees; 

• recognize the existing shed building height of approximately 5.4 metres and rollup 
door height of 3.8 metres; and

• recognize the existing front yard setback of approximately 4 metres for the front porch 
on the dwelling.

Zone Change Application 3/2019 – Jesse Gingrich
The property is located at 169 Katherine Street North (see Map 2) and described as Crooks 
Tract, Concession 1, East of the Grand River, Part of Lot 1.  The property is designated 
Rural Land Use Area in the Township Official Plan and is zoned Agricultural (A) with site 
specific provisions permitting a manufacturing / repair operation of farm-related goods 
only and a mobile home.  The 20 hectare property is developed with a single detached 
dwelling, mobile home, buggy shed, greenhouses, cannery, driving sheds, livestock barns 
and manufacturing shop.
The applicant is requesting removal of the site specific regulations in Section 26.1.205 
as it relates to a second dwelling unit by means of a mobile home, which is accessory to 
a market garden and canning operation.  The canning operation is being moved to the 
adjacent property at 203 Katherine Street North (see Zone Change application 2/2019), 
and as such the mobile home is no longer required on this property.
Please Note: 
APPEAL RIGHTS
TAKE NOTICE that if a person 
or public body would otherwise 
have an ability to appeal 
the decision of the Township 
of Woolwich to the Local 
Planning Appeal Tribunal but 
the person or public body does 
not make oral submissions 
at a public meeting or make 
written submissions to the 
Township of Woolwich before 
the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision.
AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting, or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-
law is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an 
appeal before the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, 
there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.
NOTIFICATION:
If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about the 
proposed change in writing to the Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or 
before May 21, 2019 (Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included 
in a report prepared by Engineering and Planning Services and presented at the Public 
Meeting.  Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a 
decision on the applications, will also be considered.
The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the 
authority of the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be released 
to the public.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a 
record that is available to the general public at the Committee of the Whole and Council 
meetings.  Please note that while the Committee of the Whole and Council may redact some 
personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions 
will otherwise be made public in their entirety.  Questions about this collection should be 
directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Officer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-
969-0094 ext. 6005.
MORE INFORMATION: The public may view planning documents and background material 
relating to this application at the Township of Woolwich, Engineering and Planning Services 
Department between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, or on the Township 
website at www.woolwich.ca.

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:
Township of Woolwich 

Engineering and Planning Services Department 
Box 158 

24 Church Street West 
Elmira, Ontario 

N3B 2Z6

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 2nd day of May 2019.
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Notice of Public Meeting – 
Regional Government Review

Please be advised that on May 7, 2019, the Council of the Township of Woolwich will 
hold a Public Meeting to hear from members of the public and/or other interested parties 

regarding the Regional Government Review.

The Public Meeting to discuss this matter will be held on:
Tuesday, May 7, 2019, at 6:00 p.m. 

in the second-floor Council Chambers of the Township Administration Building at  
24 Church Street West, Elmira

For more information, please visit the Regional Government Review webpage at www.ontario.ca.
All interested parties and/or members of the public can provide their comments in-person 

at the Public Meeting or submit feedback in writing to rkoutrouliotis@woolwich.ca  
or via the drop-off box on the Maple Street side of the Township Administration Building 

prior to 12:00p.m. on Tuesday May 7, 2019.
For inquiries relating to the Township Public Meeting please visit www.woolwich.ca  

or call 519-669-6021 for more information.

Notice of Public Meeting 
Township of Woolwich
Technical Advisory Group (TAG) 

Thursday, May 9, 2019
6:30 p.m. Public Meeting

Council Chambers,
2nd Floor Administration Building,

24 Church Street West, Elmira

Yard
· SALE ·

CLOTHES - BOOKS - HOUSEWARE - FURNITURES
SHOES - TOYS - MUSIC INSTRUMENTS, ETC.

ELMIRA

MAY 11

Community

$15    2 Weeks
 + Map listing

$8 Map spot

Book Your Map Listing Today!

Call Donna at 519.669.5790 ext.104

20 words or less + tax 

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

FLORADALE SELF
STORAGE

226-266-5525

CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

1551 FLORADALE ROAD

www.floradaleselfstorage.com
E-Mail: floradaleselfstorage@gmail.com

ELMIRA, ON. N3B 2Z1

www.groprolawncare.com519-669-1278

GENERAL SERVICES

SHOUT IT.
SHOUT IT LOUD.
ADD VOLUME TO YOUR NEXT PROMOTION.

Woolwich & Wellesley’s must-read community newspaper is the
largest circulated newspaper in the area. Nobody else comes close. 
Check out our rates online at www.observerxtra.com/advertise/media-kit/

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
 Water Heaters • Fireplaces
We service all makes and models

Call 519-206-0336   www.koebelhcm.com

Maintenance Starting at $99
CALL TIM OR SCOTT

 TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN AND MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507

THIS

SPACE

IS FOR

RENT
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Happy
  74th 

Birthday 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Love from all of your family
Marty, Greg & Sheila,  

Matthew, Emily, Michael, Aiden,  

Joe & Lori, Cassandra, Nicole, Colin, 

Pat & Heather, Parker, Finn

Shirley  
Merlihan!

Thank
you

I would like to 
sincerely thank 
everyone who 

attended my “75th” 
Birthday celebration 

at the Linwood 
Community Centre 
on Saturday, April 

27, 2019. Special  
gratitude to my 

family, especially 
my wife Maggie 

for all you did, and 
keeping it a secret.  

Joe Doherty

Mary (Martin) Wideman 

Silent thoughts, a secret tear 
a constant wish that you were here. 

Your unforgettable smile, twinkling eyes
and your gentle giving ways 
are what we miss about you.

Your good cooking, awesome baking 
and visits are what we miss about you. 

Your memory is our keepsake
with which we’ll always have.
God has you in His Keeping 

and we have you in our hearts.

Happy Birthday Dad, Love you Mom

December 3, 1919 - May , 2004

Forever in our hearts 
John & Brenda, Grandsons - John & Pam, 

Joseph & Theresa,  
Great grand Children - Kaitlyn, Makena, 
Joshua, Jackson (is in Jesus’ hands 2011)

Jarek, Josiah, Tessa Mae

IN MEMORIAMTHANK YOUBIRTHDAY

Bowman, Nelson F.
Passed away peacefully at his 
residence in Hawkesville on Saturday, 
April 27, 2019, at the age of 83. Nelson 
was the husband of Susannah 
(Martin) Bowman. Father of Esther 
and David Martin of Wallenstein, 
Nancy and Alvin Gingrich of Lindsay,  
MaryAnn and Mervin Martin of 
RR 4, Listowel, Lovina and Josiah 
Weber of RR 4, Listowel, and Henry 
and Ada Bowman of Hawkesville. 
Grandfather of 29 grandchildren and 
12 great-grandchildren. Survived by 
his siblings Mary Bowman, Annie 
Bowman, and John and Nancy 
Bowman, all of Linwood, and sister-
in-law Nancy Martin of Hawkesville. 
Predeceased by his son Levi (2017) 
and his parents Jacob and Leavea 
(Frey) Bowman. Visitation was held 
on Sunday, April 28, 2019 from 2-6 
p.m. and Monday, April 29, 2019 from 
1-5 p.m. at his home, where a family 
service took place on Tuesday, April 
30, 2019 at 9 a.m., then to Linwood 
Mennonite Meeting House for burial 
and public service. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Clarke, Dr. C.E. “Ted”
Peacefully passed away on Saturday, April 
27, 2019 at St. Mary’s General Hospital, 
Kitchener, at the age of 71. Ted was the 
beloved husband for almost 50 years of 
Valorie. Loved father of Carrie and Amy. 
Devoted grandfather of Morgan and 
Riley. Lovingly remembered by his sister 
Christine (Brad) Coleman, brother David 
(Darlene) Clarke, and longtime “adopted 
daughter” Kelly Spencer. Predeceased 
by his parents Christopher and Marion 
(Shortt) Clarke. 

Ted was a graduate of Ontario Veterinary 
College and lived in Elmira with his 
family for the past 47 years. He co-
owned Eldale Veterinary Clinic and was 
a practicing veterinarian while being 
heavily involved with the management 
of Elmira Raceway starting in the late 
80s, when he helped steer the track 
from financial ruin while he served as 
the horseperson’s representative with 
the Ontario Harness Horse Association 
(OHHA). He became the official GM 
of Elmira Raceway in 1995 (while still 
maintaining his veterinary practice) 
and pioneered a number of initiatives 
which solidified the track’s finances and 
reputation. In 1999, Elmira Raceway 
was awarded the prestigious Lloyd 
Chisholm Achievement Award by 
the Standardbred Breeders & Owners 
Association of Ontario, in recognition of 
its racing innovations for the betterment 
of the Ontario harness racing industry.

In 2002, Ted left veterinary medicine to 
assume a full-time role as the General 
Manager of the new Grand River Raceway 
in Elora. The creation of the track was his 
passion project. Recognized by his peers 
as an innovator and highly regarded for 
his thoughtful insights, Ted’s strong and 
steady leadership established Grand 
River Raceway’s reputation as an award-
winning racing and entertainment 
destination. In 2014, Ted was inducted 
into the Canadian Horse Racing Hall 
Of Fame in the Builders’ category. The 
honour highlighted a career spent in 
the pursuit of the common good for 
horse racing. In an article from TROT 
Magazine in 2014 (commemorating his 
Hall of Fame induction) longtime friend 
Dr. John Hayes (who attended Ontario 
Veterinary College with Clarke in the early 
70s) is quoted: “That’s the magic of Ted 
Clarke: patience to entertain dissenting 
views; a conciliatory demeanour that 
never offends; integrity of purpose; and 
intelligence to separate chicken soup 
and feathers.” After more than 30 years 
of tireless work in the Ontario harness 
racing industry, Ted retired from his post 
as the General Manager of Grand River 
Raceway in September 2017.

At Ted’s request, cremation has taken 
place and there will be no funeral home 
visitation or service. A Celebration of 
Life will be held on Wednesday, May 15, 
2019 from 2-5 p.m. at the Lighthouse 
Restaurant, Grand River Raceway, 7445 
Wellington County Rd. 21, Elora. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations to 
Diabetes Canada or St. Mary’s Hospital 
Foundation - Cardiac Care would be 
appreciated. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Loreen M. 
December 7, 1925 - April 28, 2019

Passed away peacefully at her home in 
Alma, at the age of 93. Wife of the late 
Noah B. Martin (1990). Dear mother of 
James and Mary Martin of Westmeath, 
Joyce (Mrs. Earl J.) Martin of Elmira, 
Gladys and Gordon Bauman of Alma, 
and Stuart and Fern Martin of St. 
Jacobs. Lovingly remembered by 22 
grandchildren, 96 great-grandchildren 
and a great-great-grandchild. Survived 
by her brothers Clare Martin of 
Drayton and Alva and Alma Martin of 
Drayton, and sister-in-law Seleda (Mrs. 
Oscar) Martin of Elora. Predeceased by 
her parents Tilman and Mary (Martin) 
Martin, daughter Pauline (1988) and 
Maurice (1985) Shantz, son Earl J. 
Martin (2016), a great-grandson, a 
great-great-granddaughter, brother 
Oscar Martin, sister Vietta Martin, and 
sister-in-law Vera (Mrs. Clare) Martin. 
The family would like to express their 
appreciation to the caregivers from 
Bayshore, Right at Home, Closing 
the Gap, and St. Elizabeth for their 
compassionate care. Visitation took 
place on Tuesday, April 30, 2019 
from 2-4 p.m. and Wednesday, May 
1, 2019 from 2-4 and 6-8:30 p.m. at 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home. A 
family service was held on Thursday, 
May 2, 2019 at 9 a.m. in the funeral 
home chapel followed by burial and 
public service at Montrose Mennonite 
Meeting House.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Rudy, Nancy
Passed away peacefully at her 
residence, RR 1, Linwood, on Friday, 
April 26, 2019, at the age of 98. Nancy 
Rudy is survived by her sister Malinda 
Rudy of Dorking, stepsister Lydia 
Bowman of RR 3, Listowel, and sisters-
in-law Dorothy (Mrs. Sidney) Rudy 
of Waterloo and Delores (Mrs. Cyrus) 
Rudy of Iowa. Remembered by many 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased by 
her parents Aaron and Sarah (Martin) 
Rudy, stepmother Elisabeth (Martin) 
Rudy, brothers Cyrus and Adeline, 
Menno and Elsie, Sidney, and Amos, 
stepbrother Alvin, sisters Leah and 
Philip Martin, Susannah Rudy, Barbara 
and George Bowman, and Saloma and 
Mannasseh Martin, and brother-in-
law Josiah Bowman. Visitation was 
held on Sunday, April 28, 2019 from 
12-8 p.m. at the home of Selema and 
Barbara Bowman, RR 1, Linwood. A 
family service took place on Monday, 
April 29, 2019 at 9 a.m. at the home 
of Henry Weber, RR 1, Waterloo. 
Burial and public service followed 
at Conestoga Mennonite Meeting 
House. Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com
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DEATH NOTICES

RUBY, MARY ANN - Mary Ann passed away 
peacefully on April 29, 2019, with her family 
around her, at the age of 80. 

Bauman, Lorraine
Passed away on Sunday, April 28, 2019 at 
Brantford General Hospital, at the age of 
70 years. Lorraine was the dear sister of 
Pauline Tippel of London, and Wilma “Willi” 
Robinson of Kitchener. Loving aunt of Gary 
(Leona) Tippel, Glenn Tippel, and Stephen 
Tippel. Also fondly remembered by her 
many Bauman and Diefenbacher cousins. 
Lorraine’s warm smile, loving spirit, and 
sense of humour endeared her to all she 
met. Predeceased by her parents Cleason 
and Nancy (Diefenbacher) Bauman, step-
mother Catharine Bauman, and brothers-
in-law Ron Tippel and Kerry Robinson. 
The family will receive relatives and 
friends on Friday, May 3, 2019 from 2-4 and  
6:30-8 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Interment will take 
place on Saturday, May 4, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. in 
Elmira Mennonite Cemetery, 68 Church St. 
W., Elmira. A memorial celebration of life will 
be held at a later date at the Elmira Pentecostal 
Church. In lieu of flowers, donations to 
Ontario Federation for the Cerebral Palsied, or 
Canadian Cancer Society (in memory of Ron 
and Kerry) would be appreciated by the family. 
A special thank you to all the staff and residents 
of Colborne Street, Brantford, Independent 
Living for the care and friendship shown to 
Lorraine over the last years. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Bryan John Benjamin
“B.J.” Maher

How can we forget someone who gave
us so much to remember!

Our lives go on without you
But nothing is the same

We have to hide our heartache
When someone speaks your name

Sad are the hearts that love you
Silent the tears that fall

Living without you is the hardest part of all
You did so many things for us
Your heart was kind and true

And when we needed someone
We could always count on you

The special years will not return
When we were all together

But with the love within our hearts
You walk with us forever

December 19, 1989 – May 5, 2017

Skip, Grace and Stacey

IN MEMORIAM
Need
a gig
that 
pays?
Check
out our help 
wanteds!

FIND WORK IN THE OBSERVER
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Want to raise thousands of dollars for a Woolwich 
charity in just a few hours? Then come by the 
100 Woolwich Women Who Care’s second ever 
fundraising meeting on May 7 at Conestoga Golf 
& Conference Centre. Each member that joins the 
group agrees to donate $100 at each of the four 
meetings held over the year, with all the money 
donated going to one charity in the township. 

www.100woolwichwomen.ca

It may not quite feel like spring yet, but the GRCA this 
week opened the gates at its outdoor recreational 
facilities. The GRCA operates 11 conservation areas, 
eight of which offer camping with about 2,250 camp-
sites available. Wednesday marked the start of the 
season at the likes of Conestogo Lake, Laurel Creek, 
Belwood Lake and Elora Gorge. The Elora Quarry 
opens on June 1.

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Congratulations Hunter on graduating as a 
licensed technician! We are proud of the hard 
work and determination you have shown in 
the last few years to get to this point! 

– Leroy’s Auto Care Team

CHARITABLE EFFORTS THE OUT OF DOORS

A MOMENT IN TIME

Charles Ottman captured life in the idyllic village of Wellesley between 1902 and 1906 before his untimely death. Pictured, 
a cement culvert is being installed to replace a wooden mill race. Inset, railway work at the Wallenstein bridge. [SUBMITTED]

Turn-of-the-20th-century photographer Charles Ottman inducted into Waterloo Region Hall of Fame

Developing a view of Wellesley’s past
BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

When the village of Welles-
ley met to discuss the fate 
of their beloved and historic 
pond, it was to Charles Ott-
man and his photographs 
that the community could 
turn to for perspective. 
There, captured in the 
grainy stills, was a vibrant 
portrait of the village at the 
turn of the 20th century, 
its people and culture and 
treasured landmarks, some 
of which have survived 
through today.

Perhaps the village’s 
only resident professional 
photographer of that era, 
Ottman’s photographs have 
come to offer a rare glimpse 
into life in the village 120 
years prior.

It is for those valuable 
contributions to posterity 
that Ottman was inducted 
into the Waterloo Region 
Hall of Fame at a ceremo-
ny on Sunday at the Ken 
Seiling Waterloo Region 
Museum.

“His photos are very im-
portant to us for the views 
of Wellesley that they show,” 
said Nancy Maitland, cura-
tor of the Wellesley Town-
ship Heritage and Historical 
Society, who nominated Ott-
man for the Hall of Fame.

Attending the ceremony 
were some of Ottman’s 
relatives. Though born 140 
years ago in 1879, Ottman 
is nonetheless survived by 
his nephew, David Briggs, 
who made the trip from his 
home in Ottawa to take part 
in the ceremony.

“It's just extraordinary. 
Nobody else that I know 
of in my family [has been 
honoured] like that,” said 

Briggs, whose mother, Persi-
da Briggs, was Ottman’s sis-
ter. “I was born long after he 
died, but my mother was 20 
years younger than him.”

Not much was  known 
about Ottman, who died 
young at age at 27, and to 
learn more Maitland dug 
through the Wellesley 
Historical Society’s own 
archives. Through her de-
tective work, Maitland was 
able to piece together the 
circumstances of his life.

Born in 1879 as the eldest 
of 12 siblings, Ottman was 
the son of a harness and 
saddle-maker in Wellesley 

village, Charles Ottman 
senior. The junior Ottman 
joined the family business 
in 1901 until the early onset 
of tuberculosis likely forced 
him to find a less strenuous 
occupation. So he became a 
photographer.

“He took photos in the vil-
lage and then turned them 
into postcards, and would 
sign them. And he had a 
studio in the village, so he 
did commercial photogra-
phy,” explained Maitland. 
“It was interesting what he 
felt was going to be a sale-
able postcard.”

Much of what Maitland 

has been able to glean of 
his life has come from the 
pages of the newspaper 
of record at the time, the 
Wellesley Maple Leaf, where 
Ottman would advertise his 
work. Occasionally, events 
captured by Ottman’s lens 
would even be reported in 
the local newspaper.

One such occasion was 
when a pair of oxen came 
into town carrying bush-
els of wheat. A rare sight 
in those parts at the time, 
the oxen were taken to the 
local school afterwards for 
a visit. The event proved to 
be such a treat for the com-

munity that it 
was featured in the 
Wellesley Maple Leaf, says 
Maitland.

“Mr. David Roth, just west 
of St Agatha, had his fine 
yoke of Polled Angus oxen 
in Wellesley last Friday with 
a load of chop,” reads the 
May 17, 1906 article. “While 
in the village they were 
hitched to a wagon loaded 
with 140 bushels of wheat 
and drew it up the hill in 
front of the mill with very 
little apparent exertion.

“At noon they were taken 
to the school and shown to 
the scholars most of whom 

had never soon an ox team 
before, although there are 
several in the village to 
whom oxen to the early days 
were plentiful, and horses 
nearly as scarce as oxen are 
now.”

Ottman’s photograph 
captures the youth riding in 
the back of the cart, wearing 
broad smiles at the specta-
cle.

Other photos show varia-
tions of the Wellesley pond, 
including villagers skating 
and playing hockey over the 
frozen surface in the win-
ter. But perhaps Maitland’s 
favourite photo is off the 
Ottman family itself, sitting 
outside the harness shop 
and their home next door, 

which lay along the 
present day Queen’s 

Bush Road near the 
corner Nafziger Road.

“I think it was an 
idyllic time, but I think 

it was an idyllic view of 
the village, certainly,” 

said Maitland.
Ottman  was inducted 

alongside seven others 
to the 2019 Hall of Fame, 

including Martin Buhr, 
co-founder of The Food 
Bank of Waterloo and Men-
nohomes; Martha (Marty) 
Deacon, who was appointed 
to the Canadian Senate in 
2018; and artist and sculptor 
Ruth Abernethy.

More photographs of 
Ottman’s, as well as news-
paper clippings and other 
historical documents have 
been posted online at www.
wellesleyhistory.org. Those 
who would like to donate 
original photographs or 
lend electronic copies are 
also encouraged to contact 
the historical society, Mait-
land notes. 
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at www.observerxtra.com/event-list.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

MAY 4

 � KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SPAGHETTI DINNER AT ST. 
Teresa of Avila Parish Hall, Elmira. There will be continuous 
seating from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Take out will be at 6 
p.m. Adults $12, 12 & under, $6, take out $12. Advanced 
tickets available until May 2 at the parish office 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. or call 519-669-3387.

 � WOOLWICH GREENING KICK-OFF , 11 A.M. TO 1 P.M. AT 
Bolender Park, Elmira.  Join us for the launch of the Woolwich 
Greening Initiative. Help plant some trees and learn some 
tree facts. Light lunch provided. For more information 
contact Ann at aroberst@woolwich.ca, 519-514-7027.

MAY 5

 � MAYBURRY WALK TO BENEFIT A NEW HOSPICE BUILDING 
across from RIM Park. Join us at 2050 University Ave. E., 
Waterloo. Registration  at 1 p.m., walk starts at 1:30 p.m. 
Walk 3 km around the site of the new hospice building site. 
Food truck and t-shirts.

MAY 7

 � START THE CONVERSATION ABOUT CANNABIS WITH 
your children. Explore why they try it and continue to use 
it, the health impacts, signs of addiction, legislation and 
where to turn for help. This workshop is for parents only. 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, St. Jacobs.

MAY 8 

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT BRELSAU COMMUNITY 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light lunch and fellowship. $7. Please call 519-
6641900 by noon, May 6 to sign up.

 � MOOD AND FOOD. LEARN ABOUT THE CONNECTION 
between food choices and emotional wellbeing. Presented 
by dietitian, Jenny Harrison, using Ontario Telemedicine 
Network. 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

MAY 9

 � EVERGREEN SENIORS' FELLOWSHIP AT WOODSIDE 
Church, Elmira at 10:30 a.m. "Comedy Magic" Bringing 
joy and laughter to your day. with Danny Hamil, illusionist. 
Words from scripture: Pastor Dan Allen. $7 donation 
includes hot lunch.

 � NEW HORIZONS.  RUTH ABERNATHY, SCULPTOR AND 
author is guest speaker, 10 a.m.  58 St. Charles Street East, 
Maryhill. Her topic is Life in Bronze. Admission $2. 

MAY 10

 � DONATE PERENNIALS AND BULBS, 6 P.M. TO 8 P.M. AT 
Eldale Machine and Tool parking lot, 3 Industrial Dr., Elmira. 
The plants will be sold the next day at a Fundraiser for the 
Elmira and District Horticultural Society. Please pot and 
label plant.

 � ST. PETERS CHURCH, HEIDELBERG, BOOK SALE. 2 P.M. TO 
8 p.m. and Saturday Mary 11,  8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Gently used 
books for all ages. There is something for everyone's taste-
novels, both hard and soft cover, cook books, picture books, 
self help books, older books, biographies, puzzles & CDs.

MAY 10

 � LOCAL VOCALS BBM CONCERT BAND, 7 P.M. AT TRINITY 
United Church, Elmira. Dinner available in the fellowship 
Hall at 6 p.m. Everyone is welcome to "meet and eat" Pay 
as you are able.

MAY 11

 � ELMIRA AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL PLANT SALE,  
8 a.m. to noon at Eldale Machine and Tool parking lot,   
3 Industrial Dr. in Elmira. Funds to help make Elmira beautiful.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

Yard
· SALE ·

CLOTHES - BOOKS - HOUSEWARE - FURNITURES
SHOES - TOYS - MUSIC INSTRUMENTS, ETC.

ELMIRA

MAY 11

Community

$15    2 Weeks
 + Map listing

$8 Map spot

Book Your Map Listing Today!

Call Donna at 519.669.5790 ext.104

20 words or less + tax 

A TURN ON THE CATWALK

The Fashion For Life Fundraiser was held April 25 at Lot42 in Kitchener. The 
event has raised more than $350,000 for local cancer charities since its launch 
nine years ago, with this year’s funds going to the Grand River Hospital Founda-
tion. It was not just models who walked down the runway, as children benefitting 
from the hospital’s care also took part in the fashion show. [FAISAL ALI]
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Parker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker MerlihanParker Merlihan
Hey ... come check out some new music by me at my first ever concert. 

I put together a band and invited some friends to join me for my album release party.

$10SAT. MAY 11
Starts at 7pm ECO-CAFE

Downtown St. Jacobs at the
door

Also warming up the joint will be:

Joanna El-Dick • TEFLON Big Morgy-M 
Selah Harder & Friends

Hear music from I Smile and selections from Not Very Cool plus covers.Find me on SoundCloud

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. South Asian vengeful 

witch
5. Super informal 

hamburgers
10. Chop finely, meat or 

words
15. DOOM makers
16. Bleed or locomote
18. The end of a speech
20. Mr Bond had a 

seated one
23. Mr. Clown gets all 

the cherries
24. All terrain, as in 

armoured transport
25. Atlantic catch, reason 

for a piece
26. Formal wear, 

informally
27. Ancient colonnade
29. Sometimes the 

foreign kind is just 
disaster capitalism in 
disguise

31. Hello, my pronoun is 
__

32. Bridges, feet, 
nemesis all have this

34. Electric propulsion, in 
space!

37. Us, together
38. Charting the highs 

and lows to get some 
perspective

40. Ruth's mother-in-law

42. Friendly defender
43. Harbours, airplanes 

and tv shows all have 
one

45. Chew on the fact you 
have a fixation

48. Muslim scholar, 
leader

49. Holds down, like a 
mortgage, or pickup 
cargo

50. The loneliest number 
you'll ever do

51. Spread your wings 
and fly

52. Old-timey herbal teas
53. What is this?! A 

building made for 
____?!

54. CPR insects can be 
wordy

55. Horse handler
56. Heretofore
57. 's
59. How about a cup of 

___, said the G.I.
60. Brainy Roman bridge
61. "____ in my opinion 

are not good" -Ferris 
Bueller

62. Pad ___ noodles
63. In a riot, it's how you 

chuck things
64. Rice wine

DOWN
1. Relating to what you 

eat
2. Urge earnestly
3. Francophone tax 

man
4. Squirrel treasure
6. n' down
7. First colour in the 

rainbow
8. Like sighing, 

but louder, less 
contented

9. Peter Gabriel album
10. Little Mathew by the 

door
11. Funniest crowd on tv
12. Cookies from this 

French city are 
this, others are just 
sparkling biscuits

13. Pigeon call
14. Basically the same as 

imbue
17. Let on, formally
19. What life did in the 

Cambrian explosion
21. Half an interrobang!
22. Study, say
28. Two short, one long 

stress
30. Wilfully oblivious 

person
31. If you got this, you'd 

know what to do 
with the TPS reports

33. Relating to a hilum
35. Relating to long 

poems
36. Is Doug Ford actually 

for the people?
39. Dutch ___ disease
41. Ironically, this 

rhetorical device 
is often used 
incorrectly

44. Parisian moon
46. Make it more 

extreme, up the ____
47. "___ we forget"
48. So light, it's still not 

to be seen in WR
49. Little sibling
51. "Come to think of it 

..."
52. I half miss the rains 

down in Africa band
53. "__ you were"
58. Fixed in one place, 

biologically speaking
59. Oldest tree 

monument
60. Kills by severing the 

spinal cord (of an 
animal)

BRAIN FOOD

Some of our prejudices are shifting, but not all
Q.  “Implicit prejudice 
against groups is declin-
ing,” “Scientific Ameri-
can” magazine declares.  
Of the following, which 
attitudes have in fact 
softened over time: sexu-
ality, race, skin tone, age, 
disability, body weight?

A.  Looking at more than 
four million U.S. adult 
responses on the Project 
Implicit website over 
a 10-year period, Har-
vard psychologists Tessa 
Charlesworth and Mahza-
rin Banajii found that 
implicit social biases — our 
unconscious, knee-jerk 
attitudes — had decreased 
in sexuality, race and skin 
tone, reports the maga-
zine’s Matthew Hutson.  
Sexuality bias had declined 
by 33%, race 17%, and 
skin tone 15%, with most 
reductions occurring in all 
generations.

 
However, “implicit 

biases about age and dis-
ability did not change over 

time, and those against 
overweight people nudged 
up by 5%.”  Perhaps, the 
researchers suggest, it is 
because implicit biases for 
race, skin tone and sexu-
ality were lower to begin 
with.  Also, these biases 
have received more socie-
tal attention.  “Meanwhile 
the stigma associated with 
obesity may have increased 
in recent years.”

 
Q.  What does this sen-
tence have in common 
with the words following 
it?  “Show this bold Prus-
sian that praises slaugh-
ter: slaughter brings 
rout!” and “erose,” 
“pelf,” “scow,” “thew,” 
and “vaward.”  Clue: 

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

think beheading.

A.  If you remove the first 
letter of each word in the 
sentence, it still makes 
sense: “How his old Rus-
sian hat raises laughter: 
laughter rings out!”  In like 
manner, “behead” the first 
letter from the individual 
words and they are still 
valid words in the English 
language, says Anu Garg on 
his “A.Word.A.Day” web-
site.  For example, “erose” 
(rose) means “irregularly 
notched or jagged”; “pelf” 
(elf), from Old French “pel-
fre” for “booty,” is “money 
or wealth, especially when 
acquired in a dishonest 
manner”; and “scow” (cow) 
is a flat-bottomed boat 
with square ends.  “Thew,” 
defined as “muscle” or 
“strength,” without the “t” 
yields “hew,” “to chop” or 
to “conform.”

 
Finally, “vaward” means 

“forefront” or “vanguard.”  
William Shakespeare used 
the word in “Henry IV, Part 

2” (1596-1599): “Falstaff, 
You that are old consider 
not the capacities of us that 
are young … we that are in 
the vaward of our youth.”

 
Q.  Just how good are 
modern LED (light-emit-
ting diode) lights com-
pared with old-style 
incandescent bulbs?

A.  For an answer, let’s start 
with “luminous efficacy,” 
the perceived brightness 
(lumens, or lm) of light per 
unit of power (watts, or W) 
consumed generating the 
light.  The highest possible 
value is 683 lm/W for green 
light, yet for millennia, our 
sources of artificial light 
lagged far behind this the-
oretical peak, says Vaclav 
Smil in “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine. “Candles had 
a luminous efficacy of 0.2 
to 0.3 lm/W, coal gas lights 
did five or six times as well, 
and the carbon filaments of 
Edison’s early bulbs hardly 
did better than that.”  By 
the late 1930s, with coiled 

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

tungsten filaments encased 
in vacuum bulbs, incan-
descent lamps reached 15 
lm/W.

 
Fluorescent, sodium 

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN ‘TIL MIDNIGHT | 7 DAYS A WEEK

and mercury vapor lights 
became widespread in the 
1950s.  Today’s fluorescent 
bulbs can deliver 150 lm/W 
and low-pressure sodium 
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Promo Code

NSP-BOGO-WOOB

Formerly

 Belmore, Linwood, Milverton   
Special Clinic Days Available 
Call Jory at 1-888-243-0558

 Cambridge Hespeler 
1 Hespeler Road 

Call Jennifer at 1-888-242-2217

 Cambridge St. Andrews 
190 St. Andrews Street  

Call Ralinda at 1-888-252-0462

 Fergus 
100 McQueen Boulevard  

Call Isabella at 1-888-242-2319

 Guelph 
2-690 Woolwich Street 

Call Rachel at 1-888-252-8607

 Kitchener  
558 Belmont Avenue West  

Call Rachel at 1-888-242-2381

 Kitchener - Fairway  
500 Fairway Road South  

Call Nicole at 1-888-253-1493

 Listowel 
 1195 Wallace Avenue North 

Call Dawn at 1-888-243-0558

 Mitchell 
Special Clinic Days Available 
Call Barb at 1-888-253-8817

 Stratford 
295 Huron Street  

Call Barb at 1-888-253-8817

 St. Catharines - Lakeport 
(formerly DR Hearing) 
5 - 101 Lakeport Road 

Call Julie at 1-855-757-9560

 Waterloo 
 304-99 Northfield Drive East  
Call Nicole at 1-888-244-0578

Call a nearby clinic below or visit HearingLife.ca/BOGO50

2.5cm

This limited-time offer ends May 17th, 2019. 
Call us today to book your FREE, no obligation hearing assessment! 

Did you know we have new name?  
ListenUP! Canada is now HearingLife. 

BOGO
BUY ONE 
GET ONE 
50% OFF

H E A R I N G  A I D

The signs on the outside might be changing, but the values on 
the inside remain the same. To celebrate our new look, we are 
offering our best promotion yet: BOGO – Buy one hearing aid 
and get one ½ price during this limited time event.

ONE OF OUR BIGGEST PROMOTIONS OF THE YEAR!!!

This limited-time offer applies to private and ADP sales of select hearing aids and is subject to change without notice. For ADP sales, the 50% discount 
is after the grant is applied. This offer cannot be combined with other promotions or discounts for hearing aids. No-cost Hearing tests are provided to 
adults ages 19 and older. A fee will apply for a copy of your audiogram. Child hearing tests are conducted at select locations 
for a fee, please contact us for more information.Some conditions may apply. Please see clinic for details. Offer not valid in 
Quebec. Offer expires 05/17/19.

w

Community
Information Page

“PROUDLY REMEMBERING OUR PAST; CONFIDENTLY EMBRACING OUR FUTURE.”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.ca
Phone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“PROUDLY REMEMBERING OUR PAST; CONFIDENTLY EMBRACING OUR FUTURE.”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.ca
Phone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

The Township of Woolwich 
is pleased to host the

Canadian Sledge Hockey 
Championships 2019

May 10-12, 2019
At the Woolwich Memorial Centre
Admission to this event is free

www.canadiansledgechampionships.com
for schedules and information

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

10: 45 am Worship Service

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Celebration Sunday

Sunday, May 5th

10:45 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Creation Care 

Sunday
Message: Jonathan Brubacher

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

Looking for a faith community that's close to home? Start here. If you want to see your church listed here and 

want to reach over 12,000 homes every week call Donna at 519-669-5790, ext. 104.

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

lamps (yellow-hued and 
typically used for street 
lighting) achieve 200 lm/W.

 
Regarding LEDs, it took 

until the 1990s for white 
ones to become available.  
“The theoretical limit for 
bright white LEDs is about 
300 lm/W,” but today’s best 
commercially available 
lamps deliver from 89 to 
172 lm/W. Still, LEDs de-
liver significant electricity 
savings world-wide and 
typically last 20 years, run-
ning 3 hours per day.

 � STRANGE 
BUT TRUE: 
Lighting things 
up in a new and 
improved way

FROM 30

Township of Woolwich
GREENING INITIATIVE

Kick Off the Woolwich Greening Initiative
by Planting a Tree!

*Limited to first 75 participants. Details at event.
Tree vouchers generously provided by:

Help plant a 
tree to make 

Elmira greener

Watch a big tree 
being craned

into place

Donate $5 to the cause and receive a $50 
voucher to buy a native tree at a local nursery

MAY 4 • 11AM-1PM • BOLENDER PARK
Trees, Fun, Food and Info! • Local Lunch Provided

Get a voucher to plant your own tree!

Learn why
native plants

make life easier
for you and are

important
to the

environment

TOYOTA BOSHOKU CANADA, INC.

TRAVEL ABROAD WITH THE OBSERVER

Names: Wayne & Gary Martin
Location: Paris, France
Reason for travel: Holiday
Date: April, 2019

Interesting Facts: Paris is especially known for its 
museums and architectural landmarks: the Louvre 
was the most visited art museum in the world in 
2018, with 10.2 million visitors. The Musée d'Orsay 
and Musée de l'Orangerie are noted for their col-
lections of French Impressionist art, and the Pom-
pidou Centre Musée National d'Art Moderne has 
the largest collection of modern and contemporary 
art in Europe. The historical district along the Seine 
in the city centre is classified as a UNESCO Heri-
tage Site. Popular landmarks in the centre of the 
city include the Cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris 
and the Gothic royal chapel of Sainte-Chapelle, 
both on the Île de la Cité; the Eiffel Tower, con-
structed for the Paris Universal Exposition of 1889; 
the Grand Palais and Petit Palais, built for the Paris 
Universal Exposition of 1900; the Arc de Triomphe 
on the Champs-Élysées, and the Basilica of Sacré-
Coeur on the hill of Montmartre. [Wikipedia]



32  | THE BACK PAGE THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2019

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

THIS WEEKS DEALS!
MAY 2ND - 5TH 4 DAYS ONLY!

THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 10-59-6

IN STOCK

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT
67

/ LIN FT
67

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE 
BASEBOARDS

IN STOCK

PRINTED 
TILES NEW!

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

FLOOR OR WALL

IN STOCK

HEXAGON  
8” TILE

$399
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

/ SQ FTFROM

HOT NEW PRODUCT!

IN STOCK

2-TONE FRIEZE
CARPET

$167
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

$337
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/ SQ FTFROM

HANDSCRAPED

CLICK ENG. HICKORY
 HARDWOOD

IN STOCK

$399
REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99

/ SQ FTFROM

7” WIDE!

3/4” THICK ENG. 
HARDWOOD

IN STOCK

$297
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

/ SQ FTFROM

PLUS NO TAX!

NEW! BERBER 
CARPET

IN STOCK

SWISS-MADE
LAMINATE

89¢
1.591.591.591.591.591.59

/ SQ FT

¢
/ SQ FT

¢FROM89FROM89
HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

DISTRESSED 
LAMINATE

$157
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/ SQ FTFROM

BARN BOARD LOOK

IN STOCK

6MM THICK
SPC CLICK

$177
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

/ SQ FTFROM

100% WATERPROOF

IN STOCK

MODERN CLICK 
VINYL TILES

$297
REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79REG 5.79

/ SQ FTFROM

TRAVERTINE-LOOK

IN STOCK

48” LAMINATE
STAIR TREADS

$4599
79.9979.9979.9979.9979.9979.99

EACHFROM

TREAD & RISER INCL
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