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ELMIRA’S HOME DECOR CENTRE
Kitchen,  Bath and Window Fashions

22 Church St. W., Elmira

(519) 699-5537

WITH VANITY
PURCHASE*

Popular
Brands
Include

BLANCO•MAAX
MIROLAN•STEEL QUEEN

FREE FAUCET
* Some Exceptions.
 Minimum purchase required
 see store for details

Work with our 
experienced designers
to design a room with 
your taste and parameters

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Mon.-Fri. 8-8; Sat. 8-6, Sun. 10-5 

Watch for our Annual Spring Furniture Event - 
March 14-23!

Details make all the 
difference - 

Find your unique style.
Book your complimentary 

in-home design consultation 
today!

FURNITURE & DESIGN

19 Arthur Street S, Elmira 

CHERVINFURNITURE.CA
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EDSS drama 
team brings 
home awards 
from festival
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BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Some minor changes aside, 
Woolwich councillors this 
week ended the budget 
process pretty much where 
it started, with most of 
them satisfied with a quick 
once-over. 

Township residents 
will see a 3.39% tax rate 
increase this year. Based 
on the average Woolwich 
residential assessment 
($379,266), that will in-
crease an additional $28.97 
on the township portion of 
their property tax bills. 

Broken out, the tax hike 
combines a 1.39 per cent 
jump in the base rate with 
a 1.5 per cent special infra-
structure levy and a 0.5 per 
cent special levy for green-
ing projects.

The only councillor ex-
pressing disappointment 
with the process was Ward 
1’s Patrick Merlihan, who 
had pressed for a range 
of savings in the budget, 
though the final document 
incorporated just $15,000 
in adjustments he had sug-

Woolwich 
taxes to 
rise 3.39%
Council makes it 
offi  cial, approving 
2019 budget

Town hall addresses hate crime
BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Not an isolated incident, 
the recent case of threat-
ening graffiti at Wellesley 
Public School prompted 
police and school board 
officials to host a public 
meeting to discuss hate 
crimes, statistics, trends 

The Lady Lancers of EDSS took the Waterloo County Secondary School Athletic Association title Feb. 28 at the WMC. The team was at the CWOSSA regionals this week, making it as far as 
the semi-finals before suffering a 3-2 defeat to St. Mary’s in Kitchener on Wednesday. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

BUDGET | 06

WOOLWICH COUNCIL

Wellesley Public School hosts event to address hate crime related to recent graffi  ti at school

and reporting incidents. 
Tuesday’s meeting was 

also a chance for the com-
munity to ask questions 
and share concerns.

Waterloo Regional Police 
are treating as a hate crime 
the February 4 incident 
that saw a swastika, profan-
ity and racial slurs spray 
painted on the building.

While no arrests have 
been made in this incident 
as of yet, the investigation 
remains ongoing. Police 
are encouraging anyone 
with information to come 
forward, either directly 
to police or anonymously 
through Crime Stoppers.

“These occurrences 
are – we had the detective 

working on it – they’re re-
ally hard to solve,” said Sgt. 
Ryan Leslie, who heads the 
Waterloo Regional Police 
hate crime unit. “Because 
where do we find our wit-
nesses, it’s rare there’s a 
camera back there, you 
don’t get fingerprints off 
graffiti. They’re difficult 
occurrences to solve, but TOWN HALL | 05

they’re solvable.”
The incident prompted 

plenty of conversations 
surrounding what had 
happened and the content 
around the message, in 
a community where this 
type of incident is virtually 
unheard of. Wellesley PS 
principal Brian Beney said 

LANCERS CLAIM WCSSAA GIRLS' HOCKEY CROWN

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
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 FREE EVENT  

Tuesday, March 19, 2019 • 4-7pm (Drop-in)

Elmira Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira

 PIZZA DINNER & SNACKS  

Get to know your community:

Your Caring
Community
Learn About Supports and Resources

for Individuals, Families & Seniors

 Community information displays
 Fire Department Presentation at 6 pm

 Meet your WRPS Community Resource Police O�cer
 Meet & learn about community partners,

supports & agencies in your Township

For more information call
Community Care Concepts:

519-664-1900

BY FAISAL ALI
fali@woolwichobserver.com

There was a time when 
Elmira was home to open-
air pits containing some of 
the worst, most hazardous 
chemicals known to man. 
Stored in so-called reten-
tion ponds on the former 
Chemtura property on the 
east side of town, the waste 
pits would eventually be-
come ground-zero for the 
water crisis that hit Elmira 
in 1989.

When it rained, the 
ponds poured their toxic 
effluence into the sur-
rounding watershed. Some 
of the toxic mixture was 
washed away into the 
Canagagigue Creek over 
the decades, contami-
nating the communities 
living downstream. Other 
elements leeched directly 
into the town’s rich un-
derground aquifers; to 
this day, the water under 
Elmira residents’ feet has 
been rendered undrinkable 
since N-Nitrosodimethyl-
amine (NDMA) was first 
detected in wells in 1989, 
when the chemical plant 
was run by Uniroyal.

But other remnants of 
waste-filled ponds are sus-
pected to have pooled into 
the low-lying areas on the 
chemical plant property 
itself, now owned by Lanx-
ess, where they remain at 
risk of continuing to drain 
into the creek. At least, that 
is the concern of members 
of the Technical Advisory 
Group (TAG), the citizens’ 
committee which oversees 
the ongoing cleanup of the 
1989 crisis.

Continuing on for anoth-
er round of talks last week, 
TAG repeated calls for 
testing of the “gap” area on 
Laxness property.

“Here’s our gap area that 
we want tested, and we’re 
carrying this on for another 
meeting discussing the 
gap,” said TAG member Joe 
Kelly at a meeting February 
28 with GHD, an engineer-
ing and environmental 
consulting service hired by 
Lanxess. 

“I’m willing to go out 
there in my snowsuit and 
long boots and point it out. 
It’s not that hard to do, and 
delaying it. I don’t know. 
It’s just craziness to contin-
ue this discussion over and 
over again,” he added, voic-
ing the frustration of his 
fellow TAG-members at the 
lack of progress on testing 
the gap.

However, Lanxess dis-
putes the groups’ claims. 
The chemical company, 
which took over cleanup 
operations for the site af-
ter the acquisition of the 

Minding the gap is the latest push for group 
monitoring cleanup of Elmira chemical site

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

plant’s previous owners 
in 2016 (the sale was final-
ized the following spring), 
has said the area has been 
sufficiently probed for 
chemicals, and showed no 
detections of “DDTs, diox-
ins or furans.”

Last month, the compa-
ny provided TAG with data 
from samples which they 
said proved additional tests 
weren’t needed.

“Surface soils, subsur-
face soils and groundwater 
samples from the Lanxess 
portion of the gap have 
been collected and submit-
ted for testing in the past 
(sampling dates range from 
1998-2011),” said Lanxess’ 
spokesperson Patrick Tobin 
and environmental reme-
diation manager Ramin 
Ansari in a statement to the 
Observer. “The historical 
data indicated that this area 
of the Lanxess property is 
not impacted. We believe 
the area does not warrant 
any additional testing.”

But TAG members 
took issue with the data 
provided, saying the soil 
sampling was problematic 
even at the time it was un-
dertaken.

“I remember back to some 
of these things, and I do re-
call the composite sampling 
that was done. And I seem 
to recall that the committee 
at the time was not happy 

with the composite sam-
pling, and that additional 
samplings were strongly 
requested,” said TAG mem-
ber and former Woolwich 
councillor Pat McLean.

“So to use this composite 
sampling as a justification 
for not doing anything fur-
ther in the gap just doesn’t 
hold water.”

Despite the seeming 
impasse, both TAG and 
Lanxess agreed they would 
survey the area of the gap 
together on foot at the first 
snowmelt, and search for a 
lowest point of elevation in 
the gap to test.

“I think we would be very 
open to doing that. We’re 
kind of between the meet-
ing and that happening,” 
said TAG chair Tiffany 
Svensson in an interview 
with the Observer.

Lanxess also noted it was 
open to conducting further 
testing if it can be justified.

“Lanxess considers 
sustainability and the en-
vironment matters of high 
importance,” said the com-
pany’s statement. “We have 
a considerable amount of 
resources currently sup-
porting the Elmira remedi-
ation, which includes the 
sampling of this area. We 
will discuss any new infor-
mation that comes forth to 
justify the need for addi-
tional sampling.”

2015/2016 NDMA Concentrations in Elmira

1998 NDMA Concentrations in Elmira
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Driven by the need to expand the underground 
services, in part due to expansion on the west side of 
Elmira, Woolwich plans to reconstruct William Street 
between Snyder Avenue and Arthur Street. Meeting 
this week, council awarded a contract for the work to 
Gedco Excavating Ltd. at cost of $2,080,311.53 

It’s o�  cial: February was the coldest month ever re-
corded in the Waterloo Region. According to Environ-
ment Canada, the average temperature of minus-14.8 
Celsius surpassed the previous record of minus-13.2 
set way back in 1934. That’s a 9.3-degree drop o�  from 
the typical February average of minus-5.5. And with 
19 days below minus-20 (not including the wind chill) 
– there are typically two such days in February each 
year – it’s clear this was a truly remarkable stretch.

From the Mar. 7, 2015 edition of The Observer

P H A R M A C Y
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

TENDER AWARDED FROM THE ARCHIVES 

MCC Thrift and Gift's Betty Marshall with some of the 
cards up for grabs. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

They've got fundraising in the cards

Woolwich approves kennel for Elmira; neighbour supports venture
BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

The sole opponent largely 
having a change of heart, 
Woolwich councillors this 
week quickly approved 
an application for small 
dog-breeding kennel in 
Elmira.

Tuesday night’s decision 
clears the way for John and KENNEL | 04

Janet Kroeker to house up 
to 20 small dogs for breed-
ing purposes on their prop-
erty at 1371 Listowel Rd. 
The couple plans to build 
a new facility to house the 
animals and run the oper-
ation. 

Earlier in the process, 
the lone objection came 
from next-door neighbour 
David Schoenhals, who 

wrote a letter raising con-
cerns about the potential 
for noise. He also raised 
the issue of setbacks from 
his home, a reading of the 
current ambiguous kennel 
bylaw making it appear the 
operation would have to be 
at least 150 metres away. 
However, with 20 or fewer 
animals, the requirement is 
60 metres, with the kennel 

plan being well beyond 
that limit.

Sarah Goldrup of the 
township clerks’ office not-
ed the building would be 
106 metres from Schoen-
hals’ house, and more than 
80 metres from the road, 
exceeding the standards set 
in the bylaw.

She added the township 
would be updating the by-

law to make the wording 
clearer to avoid any future 
confusion.

After submitting the 
letter to the township, 
Schoenhals had discus-
sions with the Kroekers, 
who suggested planting 
more trees and shrubs 
to provide more privacy 
between their properties 
as well as to provide noise 

abatement. For similar 
reasons, the couple plans to 
build the outdoor runs on 
the far side of the building, 
away from the neighbour’s 
property.

“We’re looking to be good 
neighbours,” John Kroeker 
said in addressing council. 

With that, Schoenhals 
said he was satisfied the 

BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

A first-of-its-kind fund-
raiser is expected to be not 
only a boon for the Men-
nonite Central Committee 
but also for collectors of 
vintage hockey cards.

The hockey card auction 
hosted by the MCC Thrift 
and Gift store in Elmira, 
which will feature KSA pro-
fessionally graded cards, 
was made possible by a do-
nation from Lloyd Martin, 
a retired local businessman 
and MCC volunteer. When 
he retired and began to 
downsize, Martin came 
across his sons’ childhood 
collection of hockey cards 
from the 1960s. After 
asking the boys what he 
should do with the cards, 
they suggested donating 
them to the MCC. 

“Elmira is a hockey 
town,” said Kim Lester, as-
sociate executive director 
at MCC. “So just the excite-
ment of the history in El-
mira combined with these 
vintage rare hockey cards 
– coming together and 
supporting a local organi-
zation that does work right 
here in our own communi-
ty and all over the world – I 

think it brings together all 
the elements that people 
would really enjoy.”

Items for sale include 
25 Bobby Orr cards (in-
cluding two rookie cards), 
three Tony Esposito rookie 
cards, two Terry Sawchuk 
memorial cards, three 
Mr. Hockey Gordie Howe 
cards, rookie cards from 
Darryl Sittler, Glen Sather, 
Guy Lapointe, Bob Clarke, 
Don Cherry, Reg Leach, 
Dan Bouchard, Terry 
O’Reilly, and Craig Patrick. 

“We do have a vintage 
hockey game from the 
1950s,” said Betty Marshall, 
manager of the local MCC 
store, on additional selling 
items. “The tickets are $5, 
only because we can only 
get a certain amount of 
people in the room that 
we rented. With that ticket 
will be refreshments, cof-
fee, and baked goods.”

“It’s a really unique op-
portunity to have access to 
these kind of hockey cards;  
it doesn’t happen – I’ve 
never actually known us to 
do a rare card hockey auc-
tion,” added Lester. “It’s 
not like ‘oh we have one of 
these every year and we’re 
doing this again.’ This is a 
unique opportunity that’s 

presenting itself ... in my 
time being here, I haven’t 
heard of a hockey auction.”

The hockey card aspect 
is unique; events coordina-
tor Sheryl Bruggeling cited 
one other MCC auction 
that wound up being a 
huge success.

“We had a painting that 
was donated; the donor 
did not know what it was 
worth because we ended 
up selling it for around 
$45,000,” said Bruggeling.

The painting was by 
Maud Lewis, sell-
ing for nearly 
three times its 
original esti-
mated price. It 
happened to be 
donated around 
the same time 
that a 
biopic 
for 
the 

Donation of vintage hockey cards allows for an auction at MCC Thrift and Gift store in Elmira

artist was released.
“The other thing that 

worked out really well is 
that we had a volunteer 
that collects Maud Lewis 
paintings and was able to 
determine that it was real. 
So we figured it was a little 
more than the $5 that I 
would have put on it,” said 
Bruggeling with a laugh.

The proceeds raised from 
the event will go towards 
to support the peace, relief 
and development work that 
goes on at the MCC. They 
will also be assisted by 
Wellesley’s Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd., who volunteered their 
time to help out. 

The MCC will also be 
selling hockey-related 
items including jerseys, 
books, cups and other as-
sorted knick-knacks begin-
ning at 9 a.m. on the day of 
the auction.

The auction will take 
place at the WMC on March 
16. Doors open at 1 p.m. 
and viewing for the auction 
will start at 2 p.m. There 
are 175 tickets available for 
$5 which can be purchased 
by calling 519-669-8475 or 
in person at the MCC Thrift 
& Gift. If still available, 
tickets can be purchased at 
the door. 

MCC Thrift and Gift's Betty Marshall with some of the 
cards up for grabs.

The painting was by 
Maud Lewis, sell-
ing for nearly 
three times its 
original esti-
mated price. It 
happened to be 
donated around 
the same time 
that a 
biopic 
for 
the 
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Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Call us for a
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR
THE SPRING

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET!

March

519-669-8117
Toll free 1-877-496-8117
384 Arthur St S., Elmira, N3B 2P4

www.crossroadsrestaurant.ca

Buy one full Hot Buffet and 2 
drinks at regular price and get 
the second Buffet at half price

Offer valid March 1 through March 31, 2019

One coupon per couple, Dine-in only
Not valid with any other discounts,

group rates or special pricing

519-669-8117

FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL

COUPON

A Taste Of Home

When You’re Not!

Stewing
Beef

Fresh Cut

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from March 11th - March 16th

$5.49 REG. PRICE
$6.49 /lb.

Fresh Pickled

Ground
Beef

Dressed 
Rolled Ribs

REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

$7.99

$5.49
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$3.99

Cabbage Roll
Tray

Precooked (16pc)

REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

$4.99

REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

$3.69

Corned
Beef

Corned Beef 
Briskets

(For St. Patrick’s Day)

Fresh 80 – 85 % Lean Store Made

Store Made Deli Sliced

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$4.99 /lb.

BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Township mayors were 
among a group of local of-
ficials taking part in some 
firsthand advocacy, taking 
their message to Parliament 
Hill and Queen’s Park.

Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz and Wellesley Mayor 
Joe Nowak joined a delega-

BY FAISAL ALI
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Preston Sand and Gravel’s 
plans to expand the range of 
operations at a Boomer Line 
site got the go-ahead from 
Wellesley councillors this 
week.

The addition of hot-mix 
asphalt and a ready-mix 
concrete plants at the 
company’s Wolfe Pit were 
met with concerns about 
increased traffic, however, 
as councillors met Tuesday 
night.

“I do have a concern 
about the additional truck 
traffic that this could cre-
ate,” said Coun. Shelley 
Wagner, who objected to the 
request. “I think specifically 
going through Heidelberg. 
It’s going to affect Heidel-
berg, it’s going to affect go-
ing past Hawkesville – both 
of those locations now see a 
lot of truck traffic. We have 
very little policing on those 
roads to maintain speeds.

“I think this is going to 
generate a lot of traffic,” she 
added.

Coun. Carl Smit echoed 
Wagner’s concerns in ad-
dressing a representative of 

Wellesley approves hot-mix asphalt plant 
at Boomer Line gravel pit operation

the company.
“You talk about traffic 

– it is a regional road, but 
they go through Heidel-
berg, and that’s all the 
complaints I get is trucks. 
I know it’s not just your 
plant, but it’s a big con-
cern to the people of Hei-
delberg,” said Smit.

The planner for the 
company couldn’t spec-
ulate how the processing 
would affect traffic levels 
at the site, suggesting it 
would depend on the level 
of business. The planner 
pointed out the company 
was limited to extracting 
up to one million tonnes of 
gravel a year, putting a cap 
on the amount of product 
the pit could generate.

“The truck traffic will 
essentially be within the 
cap," said the planner 
with the IBI Group repre-
senting Preston Sand and 
Gravel (PSG).

While a concern for 
local councillors, the Re-
gion of Waterloo, which 
maintains responsibility 
over regional roads, had 
no issues with traffic in its 
preliminary comments on 
PSG’s request.

“I did get an email today 
(Tuesday) with their pre-
liminary comments, and 
they only commented on 
the groundwater, which is 
not an issue for them,” said 
township planner Geoff 
VanderBaaren.

Coun. Peter van der Maas 
questioned IBI on the safe-
ty measures dealing with 
hot-mix asphalt.

“The hot-mix asphalt liq-
uid is a petroleum product, 
right?” van der Maas asked 
the IBI planner, who said 
she didn’t know.

“I’m pretty sure that it 
is,” he responded.“I’m just 
wondering  about safe-
guards because that is a 
natural filtering area.”

“So they are stored in 
double-walled tanks with 
safety measures in case of 
any spills, as well material 
would be handled in accor-
dance with the TSSA guide-
lines,” said the planner.

Councillors ultimate-
ly voted to approve the 
request, with Wagner op-
posing. The plant will join 
similar operations on the 
neighbouring gravel pits, 
Steed and Evans and Kie-
swetter.

Mayors take region’s message to provincial, federal officials
tion last week that includ-
ed regional Chair Karen 
Redman, Waterloo Mayor 
Dave Jaworsky, Wilmot 
Mayor Les Armstrong, 
North Dumfries Mayor 
Sue Foxton, Kitchener 
Mayor Berry Vrbanovic 
and Cambridge Mayor 
Kathryn McGarry. They 
were raising issues of local 
concern at what is known 

as Waterloo Region Advo-
cacy Day. 

In Toronto, the group 
sat down with provincial 
cabinet ministers to dis-
cuss directly the priorities 
of Waterloo Region. Top-
ics were wide-ranging, 
including affordable 
housing, transit infra-
structure, safe injection 
sites, amendments to Bill 

66, and local dispatch 
operations. Each leader 
brought their own unique 
perspective to the table, 
with Nowak focused on 
better access to high-
speed Internet service for 
rural areas.

“Access to online edu-
cation, government ser-
vices, employment, and 
entertainment should be 
available to all Ontarians, 
regardless of whether they 
live and work in urban or 
rural communities,” said 
Nowak in a statement. 

“Funding support from 
the government of Ontar-
io for the Southwestern 
Integrated Fibre Tech-
nology (SWIFT) Network 
will bring affordable and 
accessible high-speed fibre 
broadband service to those 
communities who want to 
actively compete globally 
and locally.”

Shantz, on the other 
hand, focused on men-
tal-health wellness and 
initiatives, particularly in 
light of the opioid crisis.

“The province of Ontario 

must make investments in 
the promotion of mental 
health and wellness, as 
well as enhanced diagnosis 
and treatment of mental 
health conditions and 
related addictions,” said 
Shantz. “Regional coun-
cil, as the board of health 
for Waterloo Region, has 
partnered region-wide 
with local first responders 
and service agencies and 
extensively consulted with 
the public to develop a 
made-in-Waterloo-Region 
model of service. Today, we 
appealed to the provincial 
government to maintain 
our increase funding for 
opioid addiction treat-
ment, rehabilitation, and 
harm reduction programs 
in Waterloo Region.”

This is just one other 
way of advocating regional 
interests for Redman, who 
also made the trip to Parlia-
ment Hill in Ottawa along 
with five other mayors on 
February 20 to raise issues 
with the MPs. 

“Waterloo Region is one 
of the fastest growing com-
munity of municipalities 
in Canada and home to a 
top-20 global technology 
cluster that is responsible 
for generating 17 per cent 
of Canada’s GDP,” said 
Redman. “Our meetings at 
Queen’s Park today are a 
testament to our collabora-
tive nature as a region and 
why Waterloo Region is one 
of the best places to live, 
work and thrive in Ontario. 
No one level of government 
alone can serve the needs 
of our citizens; working to-
gether for the benefit of all 
is what good government is 
about.”

couple would act in good 
faith to minimize any im-
pact. 

“I’ll let you decide my 
fate,” he told councillors in 
a humour-filled address.

Initially concerned based 
on Schoenhals’ letter – “I 
can see why the neighbour 
would be upset, I think.” – 
Coun. Murray Martin was 
on board with the neigh-
bour’s change of heart.

“Now I can change my 
vote,” he laughed.

On the issue of possible 
noise issues, Coun. Larry 
Shantz asked about the 
process should there be 
any complaints, despite 
the measures the Kroekers 

plan to take.
Goldrup noted that 

barking dogs are a noise 
nuisance that can be ad-
dressed by bylaw enforce-
ment officers. If a problem 
persists, fines could be ap-
plied. And, if the issue ex-
tends beyond that, council 
has the option to not renew 
or even revoke a kennel 
licence.

There are currently 11 
licensed kennels in the 
township, evenly split be-
tween breeding and board-
ing, with a range of five to 
50 dogs, and one boarding 
kennel with a special ex-
emption for 165 dogs, Gol-
drup noted in her report to 
council.

 KENNEL: Township has rules
in place for dealing with noise issues

FROM 03

Local mayors travelled to Queen's Park last week to advocate for Waterloo Region. 
The group included Joe Nowak (Wellesley), Les Armstrong (Wilmot), Sue Foxton 
(North Dumfries), Dave Jaworsky (Waterloo), Berry Vrbanovic (Kitchener), re-
gional chair Karen Redman, and Sandy Shantz (Woolwich).  [SUBMITTED]
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Canadians are overconfi-
dent in their ability to spot 
fraud, according to a new 
survey. While seven in 10 
Canadians (71 per cent) say 
they feel confident in their 
ability to detect a phishing 
scam, the study found that 
96 per cent were unable to 
identify the safest option 
forward when put to the 
test through the Interac 
#SafeNotSorry Experiment.

Canadians could not 
identify the level of risk 
in scenarios involving 
suspicious requests to ac-
cept money transfers (84 
per cent), verify personal 
banking credentials (63 per 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

FEBRUARY 22

■ 8:10 PM | A Perth County 
OPP o�  cer was operating a 
cruiser equipped with an au-
tomated licence plate recog-
nition (ALPR) system when an 
alert on the system signalled 
an expired validation sticker. 
Through the investigation, it 
was determined that the rear 
licence plate on the motor 
vehicle was a�  xed with an al-
tered validation sticker.  While 
speaking with the driver, the 
o�  cer detected the odour 
of an alcohol on the driver’s 
breath. The driver registered 
an ‘alert’ on the roadside 
screening device, and had 
his licence suspended for 
three days.  The 44-year-old 
Township of Perth East man 
was also charged ‘drive motor 
vehicle, no currently validated 
permit’ and ‘fail to surrender 

Canadians more susceptible than they think to certain forms of fraud

cent) and click on phishing 
links (82 per cent). 

More than half of Canadi-
ans (55 per cent) believe that 
they are safe from scams if 
they don’t click on any links 
– but there are many other 
ways for fraudsters to obtain 
your private information.

Gen Z Adults are the 
least confident in their 
abilities to spot a phishing 
scam (65 per cent) despite 
the fact they are the most 
likely to spend more than 
three hours a day online.

More than two-fifths of 
Millennials (44 per cent) 
think they are more likely 
to be stung by a swarm of 

bees than lose their savings 
to a financial scam.

Nearly half of Boomers 
(46 per cent) mistakenly 
think that the right solu-
tion if they’ve spotted a 
phishing scam is to close 
the internet browser or de-
lete the text.

In recognition of Fraud 
Prevention Month, experts 
are sharing the top three 
tips to help  Canadians 
when faced with possible 
instances of fraud:

Trust your intuition: 
Fraudsters are constantly 
adapting their tactics so 
staying alert is your best de-
fence. Whether it’s a money 

transfer you weren’t expect-
ing, or an email asking for 
your personal information, if 
you think there’s something 
wrong, there probably is.  

Be on the link out: Nev-
er click on links or open 
attachments you receive 
from a sender you don’t 
recognize: Canadians were 
particularly susceptible to 
fraud related to unsecure 
URLs (82 per cent).

Keep calm but don’t 
carry on: If you receive a 
deposit or money request 
notification you weren’t 
expecting, don’t proceed 
in the hopes that it is safe 
without checking. 

insurance card.’ The OPP’s 
ALPR-equipped vehicles are 
part of an e� ort to target 
those who drive illegally on 
Ontario’s roads and highways, 
such as suspended drivers, 
drivers of stolen vehicles and 
other vehicles with plates in 
poor standing.

FEBRUARY 25

■ 11:20 PM | A member of 
the OPP’s Wellington County 
detachment observed a vehi-
cle travelling southbound on 
Wellington Road 86, turning 
onto Side Road 15. Shortly 
thereafter, a passing motorist 
reported a collision involving 
the samer vehicle approxi-
mately fi ve kilometres away 
from the intersection of Wel-
lington Road 86 and Side Road 
15. The vehicle was located 
unoccupied at the scene. The 

driver, located in the area, was 
arrested by police and trans-
ported to hospital by Perth 
County Paramedic Services for 
medical assessment. As a re-
sult of interaction with police, 
Wellington County OPP has 
notifi ed the province’s Special 
Investigation Unit (SIU), which 
has invoked its mandate. 

MARCH 1

■ 4:10 PM | Emergency ser-
vices responded to the inter-
section of Gerber and Nafziger 
roads in Wellesley Township 
for a collision involving two 
vehicles. A blue Nissan driven 
by a 34-year-old Waterloo 
woman was travelling west 
on Gerber Road. At the same 
time, a red International 
refrigerated truck, driven by 
a 29-year-old New Hamburg 
man, was travelling south on 

Nafziger Road approaching 
the same intersection. The 
driver of the Nissan turned 
left onto Nafziger Road with-
out making a complete stop 
at the intersection. The truck 
hit the Nissan, causing the 
vehicle to spin o�  the west 
side of Nafziger Road before 
coming to a stop. The driver 
and three passengers were 
extricated from the vehicle 
by Wellesley Fire Department 
and were transported to a 
local hospital by ambulance. 
All were later treated and 
released with minor injuries. 
The driver of the truck was 
not injured. The investigation 
is on-going and charges 
are pending. Police are 
requesting anyone who may 
have witnessed the collision 
to contact the Tra�  c Services 
Unit at (519)570-9777, ext. 
8857.

Emergency services responded to a collision between a van and a horse-drawn buggy on March 4 at the intersection of Herrgott and Temperance roads in Wellesley 
Township. The driver of the van was not injured but the family in the buggy was treated for minor injuries. The horses was uninjured.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

GIVE YOUR MIND AND BODY A BOOST!

Minds in Motion® is a community-based social program that incor-
porates physical activity and mental stimulation for people with early 
to mid-stage signs of Alzheimer’s disease or other dementia and their 
care partners. The 2-hour program runs once a week, for 8 weeks! 

Registration Required • Suggested Donation $60

Location: St. Jacobs Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Dates: Tuesday, March 19th–May7th 
from 10:00am-12:00pm

Please contact the Alzheimer Society Waterloo Wellington by calling 519-742-1422 for questions and registration.

that speaking to the stu-
dents about the graffiti was 
varied in the aftermath de-
pending on a student’s age.

“I can say in this specific 
incident that it brought 
the conversation up,” 
said Beney. “We treated it 
age-appropriately – con-
versations that happened 
in Grade 1 and 2 were dif-
ferent than the ones we 
had in Grade 7 and 8, but I 
think we had a lot of good 
conversations. It’s unfor-
tunate that something like 
this had to bring that topic 
up, because this is some-
thing we want all of our 
kids to embrace, acknowl-
edge and be able to talk 
about in their homes, with 
their friends.”

Regional statistics were 
provided to give context: 
there were 53 occurrences 
of hate crimes reported in 
Waterloo Region in 2017, 
the most recent year for 
which full statistics are 
available. Out of that num-
ber, 33 took the form of 
graffiti. The most common 
types of graffiti content 
include a swastika and the 
n-word, which aligned with 
the Wellesley PS incident.

“That’s one of the rea-
sons that research shows: 
that it’s recognizable, a 
symbol like the swastika 
because it’s so well-known, 
ever since Hitler adopted it 
as the emblem for the Nazi 
party, it’s also considered 
‘shock’ graffiti,” said Kris-
ten Little, an open source 
analyst at Hate Crime & 
Extremism Investigative 
Team. “So people that do 
it for whatever reason they 
do it, they know that it’s 
going to get a reaction, 
they know it’s going to get 
media coverage.”

Across Canada in 2017, 
there were 2,073 hate 
crimes reported to police, 
a noticeable increase from 
previous years, with the 
majority of incidents tak-
ing place in Ontario and 
Quebec. 

Staff were quick to add 
the statistics may not nec-
essarily be reflective of the 
community,  as hate crimes 
can often go underreport-
ed. Factors that affect 
hate crime include public 

perception: if people think 
that the police are not go-
ing to be interested, they 
may be less likely to report 
the incident. Population 
growth, global and political 
climate, and education sur-
rounding the process and 
importance of reporting 
incidents all affect hate 
crime and statistics. 

“Graffiti like this on a 
school does affect a broad-
er community,” said Leslie. 
“Not just folks in Wellesley, 
which is a tight-knit com-
munity. It affects people 
in the Waterloo Region; 
it affects my friends in 
downtown Kitchener. Hate 
crime doesn’t just affect 
the person across the street 
who can see it from their 
backyard.”

Deepa Ahluwalia, equity 
officer with the Waterloo 
Region District School 
Board, also encouraged 
parents to use this incident 
as an opportunity to speak 
to their children about 
race.

“When this school was 
vandalized with those 
hateful messages, that 
was a great opportunity to 
teach them about what sort 
of thinking is unacceptable 
and why someone may 
have done something so 
terrible,” said Ahluwalia. 
“Silence creates tolerance. 
In summary, please know 
that it’s okay to engage 
in those conversations 
about race and racism. Yes, 
it’s going to feel uncom-
fortable, but we all must 
lean into that discomfort 
because that’s the only 
way things are going to 
change.”

Anyone with informa-
tion can contact police 
at 519-570-9777 or anon-
ymously through Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 
Alternatively, tips can be 
submitted online.

 TOWN HALL: Incident a good 
reason to raise subjects with kids

FROM 03

Wellesley PS principal Brian 
Beney. [VERONICA REINER]
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519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

MARCHMARCH
SPECIAL
MARCH Book ‘The Acne’ 

and receive 

20% off
Viver Acne

Treatment System

www.lighthouseministriesint.org

Tools, Household Items, Lawn & Garden
Tupperware, Epicure and much more!

Bake Sale & Pulled Pork Lunch.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

CHARITY AUCTION
SATURDAY, MARCH 9TH

Doors Open 9AM
Auction Starts 10AM

(Approximately 2 Hour Auction)  
Location: Elmira EPAC

gested.
Merlihan added that 

playing with small decreas-
es across the board was 
the course of action given 
his colleague’s reluctance 
to find real savings in an 
operating budget that has 
bloated by some 90 per 
cent in the last decade, 
reaching $17.1 million for 
2019.

“There are big numbers 
to look at, but council 
seems to have no appetite 
for that ... so just the small 
numbers – they do add up 
to real money,” he said.

Some of the bigger items 
that could have brought 
real savings for taxpayers, 
he suggested, include not 
filling the position when 
the economic development 
officer departs on materni-
ty leave. 

“It’s a lost opportunity to 
save some money.”

In the hiring vein, Mer-
lihan noted that manage-
ment is quick to suggest 

/lb

$3.99
$3.55

GROUND PORK       

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
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DELI SLICED 

LEAN 

3.4%
is the Township of
Woolwich’s estimated
property tax increase
for residents.

$889 For an average residential property valued 
at $379,000 the township’s portion of the
property tax is estimated at $889*

Net Tax Levy ......................$10.6 Million
Net Operating Revenue......$9.3 Million

$17.1 Million

OPERATING
BUDGET 2019

The operating budget for the township is set at $17.1 
million for 2019, a 3.8% increase over last year. The 
operating budget covers the day to day expenses of 
running the township, and is funded through a 
combination of property taxes, government grants, 
and revenues collected by the township for services

$12,127,624

CAPITAL
BUDGET 2019

The capital budget for the township is set at 
$12,127,624 for 2019. This budget is set for major 
infrastructure projects and expenditures in the 
township, and is funded through the township’s 
reserve funds and government grants.

Township of Woolwich budget – By the Numbers

*Not included in that amount are the property taxes for the Region of Waterloo, the police board or the schools.

Recreation &
Facilities Services

$5,303,381

Engineering & 
Planning Services  

$5,148,564

Finance
$2,441,393

Fire Department 
$1,872,090

Council &
Information 

Services
$1,577,471

CAO
$535,499

Council
$257,016

 BUDGET: Councillors approve budget with more praise for staff than deliberations about the numbers, rising costs
FROM 01

hiring more employees 
when times are good – a 
building boom had other 
councillors quickly agree-
ing to bring on a new build-
ing inspector – but never 
opts to reduce staff when 

things slow down or times 
are tougher.

“That isn’t lost on the 
community,” said Mer-
lihan, suggesting the 
municipality is somewhat 
detached from the reality 

of those whose money it 
takes.

Other councillors, how-
ever, offered praise for the 
job staff is doing.

Coun. Murray Martin, for 
instance, argued the bud-

get was just fine as origi-
nally introduced.

“I think we were pre-
pared to pass the budget 
the first night,” he said of 
special budget delibera-
tions that got underway in 
January.

“I have implicit trust in 
staff,” added Coun. Fred 
Redekop.

Pointing out that the 
budget process was already 
underway when he joined 
council following last 
fall’s election, Coun. Scott 
McMillan said next year’s 
budget would allow him to 
take part in setting clear 
guidance at the outset of 
the process.

As approved this week, 
the budget calls for $17.1 
million in operating ex-
penses and $16.8 million 
in capital projects, led 
by $2.3 million and $1.9 
million for the reconstruc-
tion of William Street and 
Listowel Road in Elmira, 
respectively. Bridge work, 
including environmental 

assessments involving the 
old street structures on 
Glasgow Street and Mid-
dlebrook Road, is slated 
to cost $1.7 million, while 
paving projects will take up 
$1.6 million. 

This week’s decision also 
formalized budgets for 
the township’s water and 
wastewater services.

The water rate rises 
slightly to $1.73 per cubic 
metre from $1.72. The rate 
adjustment will $2.04 per 
year or $0.34 per bimonth-
ly billing period to the av-
erage user’s bill, based on 
204 cubic meters annually.

The comes after a 0.85 
per cent increase in 2018.

Wastewater charges are 
on the rise by 6.12 per cent, 
to $2.85 per cubic meter 
from $2.69, reflecting a 
regional price increase 
of 6.9 per cent. Last year, 
the rate increased 7.61 per 
cent. The rate hike will 
add about $32.64 a year 
– $5.44 per bimonthly bill-
ing period.

Emergency crews responded Wednesday afternoon to a two-vehicle collision on King Street near the power centre in St. Jacobs.  [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]

INJURIES REPORTED AT ST. JACOBS COLLISION
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Kennel applications make for a classic balancing act
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

The easy answer is no when 
applications arise for the 
likes of dog kennels and 

gravel pits: the benefits accrue to 
just one property owner, while 
others put up with noise, traffic, 
dust ... or at least the potential of 
such problems.

This week’s decision by Wool-
wich council to approve a small 
kennel in Elmira is not on the 
scale of other neighbourhood/
NIMBY concerns. In fact, the 
matter was handled amicably in 
the best tradition of very local 
governance.

There have been far more 
contentious issues, however, 
particularly around aggregate 
extraction and much larger ken-
nels. In this case, the scale of the 
operation and the number of 
neighbours lessen the impact. 
Still, there could be some nega-
tives for those living nearby, as 

was discussed.
As with previous such applica-

tions, the bigger-picture issue is 
what happens if and when there 
are complaints. 

This is not to single out the 
kennel in question. Really, there 
are longstanding issues when 
it comes to dealing with com-
plaints from the public, no mat-
ter how valid. Take, for instance, 
the odour problems associated 
with what is now the Lanxess 
plant in Elmira. There was little 
action and even fewer penalties 
over the years it took for the 
complaints to be addressed. 
Gravel pits are another problem 
child Woolwich residents are 
now well versed on: across On-
tario, provincial officials have 
routinely failed to protect the 
public interest, let alone shut 
down offenders, even in cases 
where the pits should never have 

been allowed in the first place.
Once a business is in opera-

tion, officials seem loath to levy 
fines – even the inconsequential 
ones laid out in toothless regula-
tions – when there are ongoing 
disturbances. 

In that climate, residents are 
right to be sceptical government 
officials will be there to help 
them. In cases where the munici-
pality imposes a (potential) prob-
lem on a neighbourhood, there 
must be provisions to remedy 
the decision.

For municipalities, that differs 
from often meddlesome bylaws 
covering parking and property 
standards, for instance. 

Few people would take issue 
with the municipality taking 
action in the case, for instance, 
of an incessantly barking dog. 
Everyone within earshot would 
welcome the intervention. The 

same goes for other noise-relat-
ed complaints – loud parties, 
stereos routinely cranked to 
10, homeowners often eager to 
use power tools early in the day 
or late at night, to name a few. 
These instances are universally 
disruptive, and are precisely why 
enforcement is necessary: some 
people just aren’t considerate of 
their neighbours.

But many of the actions have 
far less visible benefit to the 
community, which, after all, is 
the sole reason for rules to exist.

Everyone it seems has a story 
about overzealous enforcement. 
That’s especially true in larger 
cities, where parking is enforced 
largely as a cash grab to, among 
other things, pay for expensive 
enforcement regimes. To be sure, 
busy cities do require some kind 
of order, otherwise people would 
park inappropriately with aban-

don, and there would be little 
turnover in available parking 
spots. But horror stories abound, 
as do altercations between mu-
nicipal employees and the peo-
ple they’re supposed to serve.

That’s less of an issue in the 
townships, of course. Ideally, 
enforcement locally would come 
with a light touch – education 
rather than punitive action, for 
instance – in keeping with the 
township’s rural lifestyle. That 
extends to neighbours being 
more, well, neighbourly in set-
tling disputes. 

A much heavier hand should 
be applied to ongoing prob-
lems that can’t be solved by 
changes. People have a right to 
expect their quality of life to be 
undiminished by government 
decisions. Failure to ensure that 
demands a way for officials to 
change course. 

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

J uan Guaidó returned 
to Venezuela on Mon-
day after almost two 

weeks doing the rounds of 
Latin American capitals 
that recognise his claim to 
be the ‘interim president’ 
of the country. He defied a 
government ban in order 
to leave the country, so 
he should be arrested any 
minute now. Or maybe not.

Despite all the fero-
cious rhetoric from both 
Guaidó’s camp and Nicolás 
Maduro’s ‘elected’ regime, 
there is a curious lack of 
urgency in their actions.

Maduro has still not 
arrested Guaidó, although 
in the past he imprisoned 
other opposition leaders 
for much lesser offences 
than claiming to be presi-
dent. And Guaidó has not 
yet appointed an ‘interim 

Taking it slow as 
Venezuela unfolds

vice-president’ to take over 
if he goes to jail – which 
suggests that he doesn’t 
really expect to be arrested 
either.

Given the fragmented 
nature of the Venezuelan 
opposition – four major 
parties that have a fragile 
power-sharing agreement 
called the Democratic 
Unity Roundtable (MUD) – 
Guaidó’s reluctance to pick 
a vice-president from one 
of them is understandable. 
He only became president 

Your take on March Break depends on your stake.

“So there it is: she's simultaneously striking a blow on 
behalf of Indigenous peoples. Suddenly it's no longer 
abstract, it's very concrete. She's had it with liberal/Lib-
eral well-intentioned crap. SNC-Lavalin gets fast action 
from the law, we get delays. She found an infuriatingly 
calm, Canadian way of detonating a deeply laid bomb 
that's been ticking since the arrival of European settlers.” 

Writer Rick Salutin on Jody Wilson-Raybould’s 
testimony about the SNC-Lavalin scandal

For the first time, one-person households are 
the most common type of household in Canada, 
surpassing couples with children. One-person 
households accounted for 28% of all households in 
2016, representing 4 million Canadians. From 1981 
to 2016, the share of men who lived alone increased 
for nearly every age group; men accounted for 
32% of seniors living alone, up from 23% in 1981. 

Statistics Canada

SEE DYER | 09

GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Corruption in construction trade isn't limited to SNC-Lavalin

J ustin Trudeau is embroiled 
in a scandal of his own 
making, one that’s a log-

ical offshoot of institutionally 
corrupt systems of government, 
finance and business, even more 
so when they interconnect, 
which is always.

Those in the prime minister’s 
circle who interceded with for-
mer attorney general Jody Wil-
son-Raybould over SNC-Lavalin’s 
legal woes will argue they were 
doing so for the public good, not 
private gain. Think of the inno-
cent employees, shareholders 
and suppliers who’d be harmed 
if the company was essentially 
forced out of business if it were 
banned from bidding on govern-
ment contracts, they’ve argued.

Likewise, the company itself is 
putting a virtuous spin on its in-
cessant lobbying to sweep under 
the rug its long history of crimi-
nal and unethical behaviour. Its 
efforts in fact resulted in care-
fully hidden legislation allowing 
for deferred prosecutions and 
the pressure that was brought 
to bear when officials refused to 
make use of the rule changes to 
shelter Lavalin from real legal 
action. 

The Liberals are defending 
their actions as run-of-the-mill 
government activity, advocating 
for constituents. Never mind the 
poor optics of surreptitiously 
changing laws and entertaining 
multiple lobbying sessions from 
a corporate donor with dubi-
ous ethical issues. Oh, and just 
ignore that it’s an election year 
– there was certainly no consid-
eration given to the potential 
reaction of Quebec voters. 

While publically declaring 
itself a reformed company, 
SNC-Lavalin would undoubtedly 
maintain its past involvement 
with bribery and influence-buy-
ing was perhaps just the cost 
of staying competitive in a cut-
throat industry. 

While not excusing the com-
pany, it’s not alone in corrupt 
practices in a suspect industry. 
The construction business is 
routinely listed as among the 
most suspect, from employees 
stealing supplies from job sites 
right through to bribery and 
racketeering. On top of that, it’s 
an industry rife with misman-

agement and inefficiencies.
All of that comes at a massive 

cost to society, particularly in 
wasted trillions – yes, with a ‘t’ – 
that come with business as usual. 

Crumbling public infrastruc-
ture is a problem – a buzzword 
among politicians and bureau-
crats who seem eager for more 
of your cash, but less eager to 
spend it where it’s most needed 
– and massive amounts of re-
sources siphoned off by crooks, 
grafters and incompetents make 
matters worse.

A construction-industry 
watchdog called the Infrastruc-
ture Transparency Initiative 
(CoST) advocates for global 
transparency and accountabil-
ity in public infrastructure. It 
notes global construction output 
already exceeds US$9 trillion 
per year, a figure that is likely 
to rise to $17.5 trillion by 2030. 
The alarming numbers arise 
with estimates that put the val-
ue of losses due to corruption 
at between 10 and 30 per cent. 
A similar amount could be lost 
through mismanagement and 
inefficiency. 

“This means that by 2030, 
unless measures are introduced 
that effectively improve this 
situation, close to $6 trillion 
could be lost annually through 
corruption, mismanagement and 
inefficiency,” reads a 2018 report 
from the organization.

“Losses on this scale cannot be 
tolerated in any sector, but loss-
es in infrastructure investment 
have particular significance. 
This is because infrastructure 
underpins almost every aspect 
of economic growth and human 
development. It is a vital com-
ponent of the most pressing 
global challenges that we face, 
including eliminating poverty, 
achieving food security, rebuild-
ing the global economy and deal-
ing with the effects of climate 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

change. Put simply, unless we 
rapidly improve the efficiency of 
infrastructure investments, our 
efforts to meet the great global 
challenges of our era are less 
likely to succeed.”

Similar concerns about the 
industry are routinely flagged 
by Transparency International, 
who’s past studies of bribery 
have ranked public works and 
construction as the most corrupt 
sector.

Though Canada is traditional-
ly ranked as much less corrupt 
than most other countries, we’re 
no stranger to those issues here. 
In the construction industry in 
particular, we need look no fur-
ther than the investigations in 
Quebec, which found rampant 
corruption – a systemic stew 
of mafia control, contractors 
rigging bids, civil servants on 
the take and grafting politicians 
fleecing taxpayers of hundreds 
of millions of dollars. Only the 
most naive among us would 
believe we’re immune from 
that here. Indeed, governments 
from the smallest municipality 
through to the federal level (es-

pecially) are rife with abuse of 
the public trust.

We don’t see the kind of out-
right bribery that greases the 
wheels in other parts of the 
world – the cash slipped to bu-
reaucrats to move the paperwork 
to the top of the pile, the cop who 
pulls you over just to shake you 
down – as corruption is much 
more systemic here. That’s not 
to say money doesn’t change 
hand in small quantities, but on 
the whole the corruption is more 
involved and less blatant, as lob-
bying efforts and corporate sales 
tactics, aided by self-serving bu-
reaucrats and politicians, aim to 
funnel away tax dollars.

By international standards, 
Canada stacks up well on the 
corruption front. The ratings of 
groups such as Transparency In-
ternational are based on percep-
tions of corruption, using a wide 
array of indicators, because actu-
al numbers are difficult to come 
by: in every instance, the actions 
are illegal and, thus, out of sight 
except for those rare instances 
when they come to light. Cases 
like Mulroney’s brown envelopes, 
Adscam, the in-and-out scandal, 
G8/G20 wrongdoings, robocalls, 
ORNGE and the like are typically 
just the tip of the iceberg.

Corruption also extends to the 
selling out of the public interest 
to corporations, most notably in 
the abdication of oversight and 
regulation that led to the global 
financial crisis. The resultant 
meltdown and tough economic 
times creates an ideal climate for 
yet more corruption of all sorts.

We have seen that economic 
growth without good governance 
does not guarantee that the fruits 
of that growth will be shared 
equally, nor does it guarantee 
stability. When political decisions 
are unduly influenced by special 
interests, when valuable resourc-
es are exploited by profitable 
companies but the wealth does 
not reach the citizens, people lose 
faith in their leaders.

Beyond bribery and skimming 
of profits, corruption extends to 
the heart of the financial sector, 
which has benefited from dereg-
ulation and decreasing oversight 
from governments ... changes 
that were not made out of the 
goodness of officials’ hearts.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

 ■ Apply some 
common sense 
thinking to roads 
and bridges

To the Editor,
While daydreaming in 

my lazy-boy chair, hav-
ing lived in the Woolwich 
Township area for more 
than 90 years, my mind 
returns to current road and 
bridge issues.

In 1926 when the road 
through the village of 
Conestogo was paved with 

materials mixed onsite, 
the trucks that provided 
the gravel destroyed the 
floor of the bridge as they 
entered the village from 
the east.

The paving stopped and 
the bridge was repaired 
immediately by adding 
four new stringers and a 
concrete floor. The paving 
job was completed before 
winter. A similar bridge job 
could bring the bridge east 
of Winterbourne up to to-
day’s weight requirements.

Glasgow Street South in 
Conestogo could be closed, 
including the road through 

the floodplain to the inter-
section, and the bridge re-
moved or restored as a her-
itage site, leaving the last 
section as a farmer’s lane. 
Then coming through Win-
terbourne the road should 
be extended south through 
Crowsfoot Corners, with 
a roundabout at Sawmill 
Road and a new bridge 
across the Grand River and 
joining up with University 
Avenue in Waterloo. 

From the Crowsfoot, 
there are three routes 
leading to Guelph that 
could make the on-again, 

 ■ PC treatment 
towards families 
with children 
with autism is 
short-sighted  
and cruel 

To the editor, 
Clearing the 23,000 

children with autism from 
the waitlist by removing 
funding from those already 
receiving ABA therapy is 
like bailing out the Titanic 
with a teaspoon. Mr. Ford’s 

decision to reduce funding 
for a child’s therapy hours 
from 30 hours a week to 5 
hours a week will have a 
profound impact on that 
child’s progress learning 
language and functional 
skills. How awful for par-
ents to watch their chil-
dren’s progress slow or halt 
as a result. As a teacher 
of students with special 
needs, I know we will see 
the effects when affected 
students enter the school 
system. 

Mr. Harris and fel-
low MPPs should know 

that parents of children 
with autism are already 
schooled in the frustrations 
of bureaucracy. They have 
to be tenacious, and have 
learned that they often 
must fight for every single 
thing their children receive 
from the system. I hope 
their tenacity helps them 
go the distance to reverse 
this short-sighted and cruel 
decision. I’ll be supporting 
opponents of this decision 
every step of the way, and 
in the next election. 

Heather Calder, Elmira

YOUR VIEW |  LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only good 

for date of publication.

Need
A New

Vehicle?
Visit us
today!

Call one of
our sales reps

today!

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE OVERLAND 4X4
One owner trade-in. Has Eco-Diesel engine for excellent fuel economy 
and performance. Overland model loaded with features including 
Navigation, heated and ventilated leather seats, Quadra-lift air 
suspension, Panoramic sunroof, rear backup camera, remote start, 
power liftgate, tow package and much more. Finished in Billet metallic. 
Has 90,800 kilometers. $31,995.

245
72 mths
 5.99%

$

2013 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
All-wheel-drive, Navigation, heated leather seating, 
power sunroof, rear back-up camera, remote start, 
Uconnect with Bluetooth, fog lights,alloy wheels and 
much more. Finished in black. Has only 75,200 
kilometers. $17,995.

161
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
Low kilometer one owner trade-in. This RT model has 
All-wheel-drive, leather heated seats, heated steering wheel, 
Navigation, power driver’s seat, Uconnect with Bluetooth, 
remote start, backup camera and much more.Finished in 
white. Has only 44,100 kilometers. $19,995.

179
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED SAHARA 4X4
Nicely equipped Sahara model with Navigation, heated 
leather seats, remote start, tow package, Bluetooth, fog 
lights, alloy wheels, dual tops and more.
Finished in black. Has 59,300 kilometers. $32,995.

295
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
Nice one owner trade-in.RT model with V6 engine, 
all-wheel drive, heated leather seats, Navigation, rear 
back-up camera, remote start and much more.
Finished in white. Has 85,700 kilometers. $18,995.

170
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2018 DODGE DURANGO RT AWD
Awesome performance with 5.7 liter V8 Hemi engine and 
all-wheel drive. Well equipped RT model with 7 
passenger seating, heated front and second row seats, 
performance hood, 20 inch wheel package, Navigation, 
power sunroof and more. Finished in Billet silver metallic. 
Has 46,100 kilometers. $42, 995 

290
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4
Well equipped Limited package with heated leather 
seats, Navigation, dual pane sunroof, V6 engine,power 
liftgate, backup camera, remote start and more. Finished 
in black. 34,900 kilometers. $29,995.

202
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN GT
Sporty GT model with heated front and second row 
leather seats, powerliftgate, power sliding side doors, 
backup camera, Bluetooth phone connectivity, remote 
start and much more. Finished in Billet silver metallic. Has 
51,400 kilometers. $25,995.

176
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

 �DYER: There's potential for great violence as the crisis unfolds, but nobody's in a rush to get to that point
FROM 07

off-again controversial 
new highway to Guelph 
unnecessary. This route 
would give Elmira traffic 
another choice to the cen-
ter of Waterloo to avoid 
the stop-and-go traffic on 
Hwy. 85 during rush hour, 
and give a large area north 
of Elmira, including Elora 
and Fergus, another option 
to the Twin Cities.

It would appear as if 
modern education and 
good old common sense 
are not very compatible.

Leonard Freeman, Elmira

of the National Assembly 
last year because it was the 
‘turn’ of his party, Popular 
Will.

He can’t choose his po-
tential replacement from 
Popular Will too, but there 
is no agreement in place 
for which other opposition 
party should provide that 
leader instead. So to avoid 
a struggle within the MUD 
coalition in the midst of 
his confrontation with the 
Maduro regime, Guaidó 
simply hasn’t chosen an 
interim vice-president.

On the other hand, if 
Guaidó were arrested now 
without having appointed 
a deputy, there would be 
an equally great risk of 
a squabble breaking out 
between the four parties 
in MUD over who should 
succeed him. Conclusion: 
he calculates that he prob-
ably won’t be arrested. Of 
course, he could be wrong, 
but so far this is a very 
slow-moving crisis.

The lack of urgency even 
extends to the U.S. armed 
forces, which are making 
no visible preparations to 
invade Venezuela. Con-
noisseurs of America’s 
foreign wars know that 
they almost always clank 
around for several weeks or 
months moving forces into 

place before they actually 
cross a defended border. 
They are not doing that.

Why is everybody mov-
ing so slowly? Because they 
are all still hoping that 
there can be a peaceful out-
come, if nobody pushes too 
hard right now.

Guaidó’s big disappoint-
ment came on Saturday, 
when he had promised that 
hundreds of thousands of 
people would go the borders 
to bring in the U.S.-supplied 
‘humanitarian aid’ that the 
Maduro regime has been 
blocking. It didn’t go very 
well. The masses didn’t 
show up, and the Venezue-
lan soldiers who are keeping 
the aid out didn’t defect in 
significant numbers.                                     

But Maduro can’t be 
very confident either. He 
knows that the desperate 
shortages of food and med-
icine (which have caused 
three million Venezuelans 
to leave the country in the 
past few years) have se-
verely eroded the regime’s 
popular support.

Maduro got only one-
third of the seats in the 2015 
elections to the National 
Assembly, and responded 
by trying to replace it with 
a rival ‘Constituent As-
sembly’.  (The National As-
sembly is still in business, 
however, and Guaidó is its 

president). He had to rig the 
voting and imprison oppo-
sition leaders to ‘win’ last 
year’s presidential election. 
The best estimate is that 
he retains about 15 per cent 
popular support.

And the U.S. army really 
doesn’t want to invade 
Venezuela. It’s looking 
forward to being released 
from seventeen years of 
unwinnable guerrilla wars 
in the Middle East, and 
the last thing it needs now 

is a new counter-insur-
gency campaign in Vene-
zuela.

That’s probably what 
it would face if it invad-
ed. Maduro’s regime has 
certainly lost majority 
support, but even if only 15 
per cent of the population 
remain loyal to the ‘revo-
lution’, there would still 
be a guerrilla and terrorist 
resistance that might last 
for years.

The Maduro regime is 
slowly unravelling, mainly 
because of its spectacular 
incompetence. Every major 
oil-exporting economy has 

been hurt by the drop in oil 
prices, but only in Vene-
zuela are large numbers of 
people facing severe mal-
nutrition, and only in Ven-
ezuela has oil production 
fallen – by an astonishing 
two-thirds.

It’s not because of U.S. 
sanctions, which only 
began in a serious way 
in 2017, and it’s not be-
cause of ‘socialism.’ (Cuba 
came through a cash-flow 
crisis just as profound 
after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, and nobody 
starved.) It’s because 
words like ‘re-investment’ 

and ‘maintenance’ are not 
part of the Chavista vocab-
ulary.

If the regime is proba-
bly heading for collapse 
anyway, it’s in nobody’s 
interest to  unleash major 
and long-lasting violence 
by pushing too hard now. 
Amnesties and other deals 
could ease a peaceful tran-
sition, and there’s still time 
to see if that would work.

That doesn’t mean that 
this confrontation can’t 
have a violent conclusion, 
but it does explain why all 
the major players are tak-
ing it slow.

 � LETTER: 
Common sense 
approach to local 
infrastructure

FROM 08 Beat the Spring Rush
PRE-SEASON TUNE UP

We repair all makes of lawn & 
garden equipment & ATV’s

For the Month of March
Over 50% OFF Pick Up & Delivery

“NOW” $25.00  (round trip) 20 km radius
Reg. pickup & delivery charge $55.00.                       Offer on until March 31,2019

4790 Herrgott Rd, Wallenstein 
519-669-2192
www.efsaudersales.ca
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Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

Bailey, Tyson and Lila Kemery and their dog Anara.  PHOTO COURTESY OF BAILEY KEMERY.

Building a safe farm for family
W hether in a city, 

town or on a farm, 
raising a family 

is a challenge no matter 
where you call home.

When raising a family on 
a farm, the experience isn’t 
just challenging; it is also 
incredibly rewarding. But 
what makes raising kids 
on a farm so rewarding, 
is also what makes it the 
most challenging. That’s 
because raising children on 
a farm means they grow up 
where we work.

My husband and I are 
raising our family on a 
grain farm in western 
Saskatchewan. Our farm 
is located in the heart of a 
small farming community 
that is thriving because of 
the passion of our neigh-
bours and friends. Our 
community works together 
to keep our local commu-
nity centre flourishing, we 
fundraise for and support 
programs like the chil-
dren’s playschool, and we 
never hesitate to help each 
other through tough times. 
We are thriving because 
we work together, building 
each other up and, in turn, 
our community.

Raising our children on 
the farm in this communi-
ty has many advantages. 
Our children will learn 
what it feels like to be part 
of something bigger than 
themselves, and they will 

IT ALL STARTS AT HOME

FAMILY | 11

know the value of hard 
work and that nothing 
comes free. They will learn 
that dedication to some-
thing will always yield a re-
turn, even if that return is 
merely the respect of their 
family and peers. They’ll 
know where our food 
comes from, as well as how 
to respect and care for the 
animals and land entrusted 
to us. They’ll understand 
challenges and victories. 
They’ll cherish their her-
itage, including their pio-
neering grandparents and 
great-grandparents. I want 
my children to realize that 

every choice they make 
will affect everyone else 
around them.

When we mix our home 
and work lives, there can 
be many unknowns, es-
pecially when it comes 
to concerns about our 
children and their safety. 
That’s why, at the end of 
the day, I ask myself, “Are 
we doing everything we 
reasonably can to keep our 
children safe?” I survived a 
childhood farm injury, and 
that experience gives me 
perspective because I never 
want my children to feel 
or experience what I did. 

So, how do we do better? I 
don’t have all the answers, 
but I do know that I cannot 
fail my children by being 
complacent and blinded by 
frustration.

I know our strength lies 
in our family. Our family 
is the reason my husband 
and I come home at night, 
and why we strive to be 
and do better. We are con-
stantly communicating 
about where we are, what 
we are doing, and where 
the kids are. My children 
are the reason I wear prop-
er footwear, why I wear my 

Farm visitors need to 
have safety built in
V isiting a farm isn’t 

without risk. Any-
time people are in a 

situation where they could 
be in contact with animals, 
farm equipment, or other 
hazards, there is potential 
for injury.

While many farm oper-
ations are accustomed to 
visitors, it’s in a farm’s best 
interest to provide a basic 
orientation when they 
first arrive. Regardless of 
whether the people visiting 
are suppliers, contractors, 
or friends and family mem-
bers, producers are respon-
sible for their safety.

The good news is that 
developing a visitor orien-
tation doesn’t have to be a 
difficult task.

Start by assessing and 
documenting safety risks 
before visitors come to 
your farm. Are there areas 
that are off limits (such as 
bins, crop protection stor-
age areas, lagoons, etc.)? 
Are there areas of your 
farm that are fine for adults 
to visit, but not for chil-
dren? Are there areas on 
the farm that are accessible 
to contractors and sup-
pliers but not friends and 
family? These are all great 
questions to think about.

Another point to con-
sider is any limitations a 
visitor might have. Walking 
through grassy areas with 
ant mounds or gopher 

holes might not seem too 
risky, but falls, especially 
for older adults, can lead to 
serious injuries and other 
complications. Other lim-
itations might include lack 
of training or awareness 
on the operation of farm 
machinery or equipment. 
Keep that in mind before 
allowing any visitor to per-
form farming tasks.

It’s also good to con-
sider personal protective 
equipment. Depending 
on the safety risks you’ve 
identified, any necessary 
personal protective equip-
ment should be provided 
during the orientation (and 
if you’ve taken the proac-
tive step of asking visitors 
to bring their own equip-
ment, then you’re already 
ahead of the game). It’s also 
a good idea to lead a walk-
through of certain areas 
so that visitors get a visual 
understanding of where 
they can and cannot go, as 
well as an awareness of the 
safety risks. Remember to 
lead by example during the 
orientation and wear the 
appropriate personal pro-
tective equipment.

Even though creating 
and implementing a visitor 
orientation takes work, it’s 
worth the effort in order 
to protect every person 
who visits. And that’s an 
important priority for all 
Canadian producers.

The Co-operators is the leading Canadian-owned multi-product insurance company.

Allen Morrison
Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive
Elmira, Ontario

allen_morrison@cooperators.ca
(519) 669-2632

www.cooperators.ca

From insurance plans made especially 
for farmers to Farm Succession Plans 
to keep your family on the farm, choose 
The Co-operators.

Discover the many reasons to choose 
The Co-operators as your farm insurer.

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel
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Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Road, St. Jacobs, Ontario
T 519.664.2263 | F 519.664.3369
www.stjacobsprintery.com

63 Union St., Elmira | 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE

Think Safe

Stay Safe

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

1-800-265-8858

519-669-5143

www.wfs.ca

265 Katherine St. S.
1km south of Winterbourne

www.cribit.com • 519-664-3701

150 Church St. W | Elmira | Phone: 519-669-5672

PROVIDING EMERGENCY AND 
PREVENTATIVE HEALTH CARE FOR:

ELDALE VETERINARY CLINIC

Your Pets

ELDALE VETERINARY SERVICES

Your Horses &
Farm Livestock

1.800.265.6126  |

18 Arthur St. N. | 519-669-2561  

 
Day-old chicks • Started pullets
Broilers • Ready-to-lay 
Ducks • Turkeys 

519-638-3008
1-800-263-9818

Drayton
Elora

Listowel
Clifford

519-669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

R.R.#1 West Montrose | www.grandridge.ca

Local & Long Distance 
Flatbeds  •  53’ Stepdecks

“Family Owned Since 1938”

7293 Line 86 Wallenstein Ph: 519-669-5176

Licensed Grain Elevator
Crop Inputs and Services
Pioneer Brand Products

R.R.#1 Waterloo    519-744-4941

Mar-Dale 
Transport (1985) Ltd.

669-3392

Floradale, ON

Order Buying of Stockers

Livestock Trucking

seatbelt, and why I try to be 
a good example. After all, 
children mimic what they 
see, and it’s my job to make 
sure they know about the 
importance of being safe 
on the farm.

There are days when I 
worry that I won’t be able 
to protect my children 
forever. However, I hope 
that I can give them the 
courage to ask for help, to 
ask questions, and to make 
good choices. I want them 
to know that my husband 
and I will always support 
and encourage them. I 
want them to understand 
that when they come to us 
when something breaks or 
they see something unsafe 
that we will help and guide 
them. Above all, I want 
them to know that risking 
their safety is never worth 
hurt pride or hurt feelings.

Building a Safe and 
Strong Farm means more 
to me than just making 
sure we’re using the prop-

er Personal Protective 
Equipment or running the 
auto-steer correctly. Safety 
includes all of these prac-
tical things, but it’s more 
than that – safety is also 
an attitude and a frame of 
mind.

A Safe and Strong Farm 
means that my family eats 
supper together because 
we’ve made it home safe. 
A Safe and Strong Farm 
means wildly imaginative 
games played in the living 
room. A Safe and Strong 
Farm means my children 
can lace up their skates. 
A Safe and Strong Farm 
means my children will 
never feel chronic pain and 
experience a facial disfig-
urement or struggle with 
a disability as I did. A Safe 
and Strong Farm means 
the continuation and sur-
vival of our family farm. 
A Safe and Strong Farm is 
something that my family 
and I choose to build – for 
ourselves, our community, 
and our future.

 � FAMILY: Putting safety first
FROM 10
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: www.observerxtra.com/score

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

Former Elmira Sugar Kings’ player Braydon Munn will 
be heading to the Queen’s Cup as part of the Univer-
sity of Guelph hockey team, the Gryphons. Earning 
a berth after breaking a 3-3 tie in double overtime 
against Western, the Gryphons will be heading to the 
OUA championship Saturday in Kingston.

The EDSS boys’ hockey were the victors at the 
CWOSSA finals this week, going undefeated over the 
two day event in Centre Wellington. Battling through 
the first day of the games on Monday, the boys beat 
Orangeville 2-1 (OT) and Owen Sound 6-1. The semis 
saw the EDSS team go on to thrash the Waterloo-Ox-
ford contingent in a 6-1 game, while the finals on 
Tuesday afternoon were won by a narrow 4-3 against 
Resurrection. 

OUA HOCKEY LANCERS HOCKEY

Elmira’s Liam Burke races towards the puck during the weekend's game facing off against the Kitchener Dutchmen at 
the WMC. The Kings fell 2-1. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Down 3-2 going into Wednesday night’s game, Elmira looks to keep playoff hopes alive

Kings in tense playoff battle
BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Locked in a seesaw battle 
in the opening round of the 
GOJHL playoffs, the Elmira 
Sugar Kings found them-
selves on the brink of elim-
ination going into game six 
on home ice Wednesday 
night, with results unavail-
able prior to press time.

Coming off a stellar 
game one on February 26, 
the Kings and Kitchener 
Dutchmen traded blows 
all week in the first round 
of the playoffs. Elmira was 
looking for a bounce-back 
game that would take the 
series to the limit, with 
game seven coming Satur-
day.

The start of the series 
was much more hopeful, 
with the Kings picking up 
a 5-2 win in Kitchener in 
game one of the best-of-
seven series. However, by 
the second meeting of the 
series, the Kings were fal-
tering.

Hosting the Dutchmen 
for game two in Elmira 
on February 27, the Kings 
suffered a 3-0 shutout in 
their own barn. Game 3 saw 
the series resume on Sat-
urday in Kitchener, where 
the Kings again clinched a 
sizable 7-4 win on the road. 
Back in Elmira Sunday for 
game 4, the Kings couldn’t 
work the home ice advan-
tage, ceding a 2-1 loss to the 
visitors.

Finally, game 5 on Tues-
day this week saw the 
Kings fall to Kitchener 3-2, 
putting the Kitchener team 
just one win shy of clinch-
ing the round.

After their early success 
in game one on the road, 
the Kings second match-

JUNIOR B HOCKEY

S ome columns are not 
easy to write. This, 
I’m sad to say, is one 

of them.
You see I am wracked 

with guilt because I held 
something back that might 
cause immeasurable dam-
age to a relationship I hold 
dear. The worst part is, as 
much as I tried to hide it, 
it is probably no secret. No 
matter how I try, the scent 
still lingers on my clothes. 
And, frankly, it’s like the 
Eagles said, I can’t hide my 
lying eyes. 

I cannot live with myself 
any more, for I have broken 
a sacred trust. That’s why I 
will apologize with the fol-
lowing letter.

Dear Fly Fishing Club,
Sometimes mere words 

cannot express the regret 
a fly tyer feels. Yet, I hope 
that you can find it in your 
collective hearts to forgive 
me for not letting you 
know about the road-kill 
skunk I discovered on the 
weekend. 

There, I said it. Maybe 
now the healing can begin.

I know I should have 
emailed all of you so that 
we could have all shared 
in this good fortune. I also 
recognize that there was 
more than enough to go 
around. After all, when 
it comes to skunk, a little 
goes a long way.

So you must be wonder-
ing why I did not share my 
bounty with you?

The honest answer is I 
was weak. I kept thinking 
about that famous say-
ing, “Exclusiveness is the 
characteristic of recent 
riches, high society and the 
skunk.” And – I won’t lie – I 
thought one out of three 
isn’t so bad.

I can only hope that 
while considering forgive-
ness, you can put yourself 
in my shoes – which are 
now on the back deck until 
further notice.

In my defense, imagine 
how you might have dealt 
with the temptation of be-
ing the first on the scene 
after a skunk had been 
hit? I can’t describe the 
emotion; suffice it to say it 

Attempting 
to live with the 
stench of guilt

brought tears to my eyes.
Also, something deep 

inside me kept imagining 
the look on Jenn’s face 
when I walked in the door 
with that prime winter pelt 
and promises of a fashion-
able new hat. I wanted to 
show her how the other 
half lives. 

Apparently, that is out-
side.

The fact that the price 
of skunk hair has skyrock-
eted to near $5 a patch 
also played a large part 
in this. But it was not for 
solely for profit that I kept 
this treasure trove to my-
self. No, this was also the 
culmination of a lifelong 
ambition.

You see, like most of you, 
I have dreamed of becom-
ing the Skunk Hair King 
and also of using genuine 
skunk hair to recreate Art 
Flick’s original black-nosed 
dace streamer – the one he 
used to tie before his wife 
threatened divorce. 

The point is I was over-
come with something akin 
to gold fever. I think any fly 
tyer would understand.  It 
was skunk hair, for good-
ness sake.

In closing, let me just say 
that I have now done the 
right thing – and not just 
because I wanted to sleep 
in the house again. I took 
the skunk back to its orig-
inal resting place so that 
others in the Club could 
benefit from it too. 

I can provide detailed 
directions, but I think if 
you just drive towards the 
dump with your car win-
dows open they will not be 
necessary.

Solemnly,
Steve 
PS: If our local stores are 

out of tomato juice, drop 
by. I have a few cans left.  
I’ll even bring it to your car.

STEVE GALEA 
NOT SO GREAT OUTDOORSMAN

up in Elmira proved to be 
a dismal affair, with the 
home team suffering a 
3-0 shutout on home ice. 
Kitchener potted one goal 
a frame this match, with 
the first coming less than a 
minute out from the drop. 
Kitchener’s Tyler Harrison 
found his mark at 0:54 
making it 1-0 early in the 
night.

The early goal was all the 
Dutchmen needed to put 
this game away. A second 
point followed in the sec-
ond frame on a power play 
marker from Sean Kawalec 
to make it 2-0.

Down 2-0 well into the 
final stanza, the Kings 
pulled their net-minder 

in the final minutes of the 
game for the extra attack-
er, ultimately giving the 
Dutchmen a wide-open 
net to make it 3-0 with less 
than 30 seconds to go.

The loss put the teams at 
an even 1-1 as they headed 
into game 3 on Saturday. 
Once again playing at the 
Kinsmen arena in Kitch-
ener, the Kings picked up 
another massive win (7-4) 
over their hosts.

The first goal came off a 
Kitchener stick 6:31 in on a 
power play, but the Sugar 
Kings’ Jakson Kirk (Jacob 
Black, Karson Massey) quick-
ly knotted the two teams at 
the eight minute mark.

Tied 1-1 heading into 

the second, the Kings put 
up the next four points on 
the board. Hunter Dubecki 
(Kurtis Goodwin, Harrison 
Toms) started the scoring 
blitz at 1:15 on a power play. 
Isaac Taylor (Zack Cam-
eron, Damian Figueira) 
made it 3-1 at 2:37, while 
Dubecki (Toms, Jeremey 
Goodwin) returned for yet 
another power play at 7:30. 
A final power play marker 
50 seconds later from Ivan 
Brewer (Jonah Burley, An-
thony Azzano) made it 5-1 
with still more than half 
the game to go.

At this point, the Dutch-
men rallied, potting the 
next two goals, at 13:47 on a 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

It was a close contest, but 
after six games the Welles-
ley Applejacks emerged 
victorious in the semi-final 
round, extinguishing the 
New Hamburg Firebirds 
in the best-of-seven series. 
They will face off against 

Applejacks skate past New Hamburg in semi-finals

JACKS | 13

KINGS | 28

the South Doherty Divi-
sion’s top team, the Tav-
istock Braves, in the final 
round.

Up 2-1 going into the past 
week’s games, the Jacks 
won two of the next three 
to takes the series, one that 
was bound to be a fierce 
battle: the Firebirds and 
Applejacks finished the 

Provincial Junior Hockey 
League season right next to 
each other in second and 
third place, with Welles-
ley's 59 points just one 
behind New Hamburg’s 
regular-season total. 

Home ice was a factor in 
the series, as the Jacks won 
all of the matches at the 
Wellesley arena, with their 

own loss in the past week 
coming at the neighbour-
ing Wilmot arena. 

The February 27 game 
in Wellesley saw the home 
team get off to a strong 
start, with Shaun Pickering 
drawing first blood at 3:42. 
Alex Uttley and Kyle Soper 
picked up assists on the 
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T H E  S C O R E

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS
Novice: AE

Feb 20 vs Dundas Blue

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: William Krubally, 
Harrison Hartwick

ASSISTS: Brody Habermehl, 
Luke Forbes, Fraser Allen
Novice: LL #1

Mar 02 vs Embro Edge

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Charlie Brodrecht, 
Nolan Beatty

ASSISTS: Kolton Brubracher, 
Edwin Martin, Nolan Beatty

Novice: LL#1

Mar 02 vs Embro Edge

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Charlie Brodrecht, 
Nolan Beatty

ASSISTS: Kolton Brubacher, 
Edwin Martin, Nolan Beatty

Novice: LL2

Feb 24 vs Beverly Bandits

HOME: 10 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Braun Draper (4), 
Madden Habermehl (4), 
Bentley Wideman (2)

ASSISTS: Nicholas 
Shardlow, Braun Draper, 
Bentley Wideman

Novice: LL2

Mar 05 vs Woolwich Novice 
LL1

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Madden Habermehl 
(4), Braun Draper, Nicholas 
Shardlow

ASSISTS: Nicholas 
Shardlow, Bentley 
Wideman, Maddox 
Medeiros, Logan 
Goodfellow, Aiden Basler, 
Parker Bigwood, Braun 
Draper

Atom: AE

Feb 23 vs Dundas Blue

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Sam Houston, 
Owen Hallman, Fraser Allen

ASSISTS: Sam Houston, 
Brody Habermehl, Harrison 

Hartwick, Owen MacGregor

Atom: LL#3

Feb 28 vs St. George 
Generals

HOME: 7 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Cohen Clemmer 
(2), Sebastian Abate, Tyler 
Bauman, Aaron Dolson, 
Jackson Kellough, Johnny 
Petrone

ASSISTS: Sebastian Abate 
(2), Aiden Basler (2), Cohen 
Clemmer, Ryder Bauman, 
Jackson Kellough, Johnny 
Petrone, Finn Smith, Max 
Stains

Atom: LL#3

Mar 02 vs Woolwich LL#1

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Sebastian Abate, 
Cohen Clemmer

ASSISTS: Ryder Bauman, 
Tyler Bauman

Atom: LL#3

Mar 03 vs Hespeler 
Shamrocks #1

HOME: 7 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Sebastian Abate (2), 
Ryder Bauman (2), Jackson 
Kellough (2), Johnny 
Petrone

ASSISTS: Sebastian Abate, 
Aaron Dolson, Wade 
Holland, Jackson Kellough

Atom: LL#1

Mar 02 vs Woolwich 
Wildcats LL#3

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Emmet Schell, Zion 
Shadd

Atom: LL#1

Mar 02 vs Woolwich 
Wildcats LL#3

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Emmet Schell, Zion 
Shadd

Atom: Minor A

Mar 02 vs Milton 
Winterhawks

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 4

Atom: Minor A

Mar 03 vs Calendon Hawks

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Cruz Balog

ASSISTS: Cameron Fisher, 
Zach Wiseman

Shutouts: Cohen Patterson

Atom: LL#2

Mar 02 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies 4

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Grant Rintoul (3)

ASSISTS: Matthew Wilkie, 
Oliver Horn

Atom: Woolwich Wild A

Feb 24 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Grace Gow

ASSISTS: Julia Adams

PeeWee: Major AE

Feb 28 vs Guelph Gryphons

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 6

GOALS: Jamie Ferretti, 
Hunter Brown, Josh Uhrig

ASSISTS: Jamie Ferretti, 
Hunter Brown, Tyson 
Bauman

PeeWee: Major AE

Mar 01 vs Caledon Hawks

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Preston Hackert (2), 
Keegan Martin

ASSISTS: Josh Uhrig (2), 
Matthew Ramage

PeeWee: Major AE

Mar 03 vs Caledon Hawks

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Jack Rozema, 
Preston Hackert, Josh Uhrig

ASSISTS: Jack Rozema, 
Preston Hackert, Josh 
Uhrig, Jamie Ferretti, 
Keegan Martin

PeeWee: Minor AE

Mar 01 vs Flamborough

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Owen Weppler (3), 
Brooks Lehtonen, Patrick 
McCarthy

ASSISTS: Brandon Fishman 
(3), Wes Aitken, Tyler 
Gingrich, Graydon Martin

PeeWee: Minor AE

Mar 03 vs Caledon

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Gavin Sager

PeeWee: Minor A

Mar 03 vs Owen Sound 
Attack

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 6

GOALS: Blake Mayer 
(2), Evan Woods, Danny 
Schaefer

ASSISTS: Danny Schaefer 
(2), Evan Woods, Jakob 
Noot, Karsten Smith

PeeWee: PeeWee LL3

Feb 28 vs Peewee LL3

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Dawson Brubacher, 
Andrew Zettler

ASSISTS: Dawson 
Brubacher, Clyde Chico, 
Andrew Zettler

Bantam: Minor A

Feb 17 vs Ancaster

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Isaiah Shantz, Joey 
Martin, Drew Birmingham

ASSISTS: Ethan Martin, 
Emmett Weissenboeck, 
Jordan Chang

Bantam: Minor A

Feb 23 vs Oakville Red

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Denver Martin (2), 
Parker Alles

ASSISTS: Jordan Chang (3), 
Ethan Martin, Joey Martin

Bantam: Minor A

Feb 26 vs Milton Blue

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Keenan Martin (2), 
Ethan Martin (2)

ASSISTS: Will Lavigne 
(2), Jordan Chang, Cade 
Beacom

Shutouts: Evan Catton

Bantam: Minor AE

Feb 23 vs Guelph Gryphons

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Jonathan Enns

ASSISTS: Owen Brown, 
Josh Uhrig

Bantam: Minor AE

Mar 03 vs Halton Hills 
Thunder

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Tucker Armstrong, 
Haiden Idzik (2)

ASSISTS: Owen Brown

Bantam: LL#1

Feb 22 vs Embro 3

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Carter Rollins, Josh 
Moore

ASSISTS: Jonathan Horst, 
Nicholas Ritchie

Bantam: LL#1

Mar 01 vs Woolwich 2

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Oscar Fitch, Josh 
Moore, Corbin Schmidt

ASSISTS: Gabe Hicknell, 
Corbin Schmidt, Carter 
Rollins, Ashton Weber

Shutouts: Jordan Wang

Bantam: LL#1

Mar 02 vs New Hamburg 2

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Josh Moore, Carter 
Rollins, Sam Goebel

ASSISTS: Corbin Schmidt

Shutouts: Jordan Wang

Bantam: LL#1

Mar 03 vs New Hamburg 3

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Corbin Schmidt 
(2), Carter Rollins (2), Josh 
Moore

ASSISTS: Josh Moore, 
Carter Rollins (2), Jonathan 
Horst

WOOLWICH 
WILD
Novice: B

Feb 23 vs Waterloo Ravens

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Isla McCoubrey

ASSISTS: Brinley Fitzgerald

Novice: B

Feb 27 vs Twin Centre 
Hericanes

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Isla McCoubrey 
(2), Elle Schwindt (2), Ellie 
Clemmer.

ASSISTS: Ellie Clemmer 
(2), Audrey English, Elle 
Schwindt, Lauryn Kidd, 
Megan Nixon

Novice: B

Mar 02 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Isla McCoubrey (2), 
Audrey English, Sage Balog, 
Elle Schwindt

ASSISTS: Audrey English 
(2), Megan Nixon, Rachel 
Heckendorn.

Novice: B

Mar 03 vs Cambridge 
RoadRunners

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Isla McCoubrey

ASSISTS: Brinley Fitzgerald

Novice: LL#1

Mar 02 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers Red

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 3

Novice: LL#1

Mar 03 vs Waterloo Ravens 
#3

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Taylor Rayfield

Novice: LL#2

Mar 02 vs Cambridge 
Novice 1

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Ava Weber (2), 
Tatianna Kocan

ASSISTS: Brooke Wilson (2), 
Abbey Vertseeg, Bronwyn 
Rozema

Novice: LL#2

Mar 03 vs Grand River 
Mustangs

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Bronwyn Rozema

ASSISTS: Taylor Rayfield

Atom: LL

Feb 27 vs Twin Centre 
Hericanes

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Mia Medeiros, 
Addison Fitzgerald, Addison 
Bettke

ASSISTS: Addison Searth

Shutouts: Emily Bauman

Atom: LL

Mar 02 vs Waterloo Ravens 
#1

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Addison Bettke (2)

Shutouts: Emily Bauman

Atom: Woolwich Wild A

Mar 02 vs Cambridge

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Emma McCoubrey, 
Sophia Metzger

ASSISTS: Julia Adams, 
Emma Braun, Katelyn 
Snider, Brooke Kroetsch

Atom: Woolwich Wild A

Mar 03 vs Waterloo

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Kylie Rayfield

PeeWee: LL

Mar 02 vs Guelph Gryphons 
Yellow

HOME: 8 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Maggie Ropp (2), 
Hailey Mueller (2), Addison 
Bettke (2), Zoriana Kocan, 
Annalise Peters

ASSISTS: Hailey Mueller 
(2), Maja Egredzija (2), Ally 
Crane, Kelly Grant, Lauren 
Weber, Zoriana Kocan, 
Sophia Fitch, Annalise 
Peters

Bantam: B

Mar 02 vs Ayr Rockets 
Bantam B

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Marlee Fraser, 
Emma Wiseman

Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

The Jacks eliminated New Hamburg with a 4-1 win Saturday night at the 
Wellesley arena. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

 � JACKS: Wellesley advances to face tough battle against division-leading Tavistock Braves in PJHL playoffs
FROM 12

lone goal of the first frame.
The Firebirds stepped it 

up in the second stanza, 
scoring two consecutive 
goals at 5:39 and 9:54. There 
was also a fair bit of rough-
housing, with a collective 
eight penalties split evenly 
between both teams. Welles-
ley finally got the chance 
to respond around the final 
minutes, with Uttley (Picker-
ing, Warren Gorman) potting 
one at 17:16, making it an 
even 2-2 heading into the 
last period. 

The Jacks kept their cool. 
Ethan Hebel made it 3-2 for 
the Jacks at 5:20, a lead they 
would never relinquish. 
Assists went to Zach Ribeiro 
and Pickering. With the final 
minutes winding down, the 
Firebirds pulled their goalie, 
Justin Osolnik, in a last-

ditch effort to take back the 
game. This strategy back-
fired however, making the 
empty net easy pickings for 
Ribeiro (Zachary Lyons) at 
18:52, making it a 4-2 win 
for the Jacks. 

Friday's game at the Wil-
mot arena proved to be less 
successful, though it didn't 
start out that way.

Ribeiro was quick to put 
Wellesley on the board at 
5:17, with the assist going 
to Reade MacInnes. Uttley 
potted one more for good 
measure, an unassisted 
goal at 14:24. This gave the 
Jacks a comfortable 2-0 
lead going into the second 
frame.

It was all New Hamburg 

after that, however. The 
Firebirds’ Tyler Randerson 
took advantage of a power 
play just 14 seconds in, 
netting the lone goal of the 
frame.

It was still Wellesley's 
game headed into third, 
up until about the halfway 
point when the Firebirds 
came to life. They potted 
their first goal at 9:04, fol-
lowed by another at 10:40, 
effectively gaining the lead. 
They didn't stop there: the 
puck found its way to the 
back of the Wellesley net 
at 14:18, followed by a final 
unassisted goal by New 
Hamburg's Colin Martin at 
14:57. This quick reversal of 
fortunes resulted in a 5-2 
win for the Firebirds. 

They faced off again 
the following day at the 
Wellesley arena, where 

the Applejacks sealed a 4-1 
win. Danny Ranson kicked 
things off at 3:13, with Ri-
beiro grabbing the assist. 
It was all Wellesley this 
period, with Uttley scoring 
two consecutive goals on a 
power play, one at 4:47 and 
then later in the frame at 
17:03. Assists went to Soper, 
Pickering and Colton Cul-
bert. The game was looking 
good for the Jacks headed 
into second. 

New Hamburg finally 
found the chance to re-
spond, taking advantage of 
an early power play at 3:23. 
This would be the lone goal 
for the Firebirds through-
out the whole game, and 
the only one of the period. 
This frame was more no-
table for its roughhousing 
than its scoring, with six 
collective penalties be-

tween both teams.
The final goal came 

much later, with just six 
seconds left to go, Picker-
ing scored on an empty net 
unassisted.  This resulted 
in a 4-1 win for the Jacks.

The Jacks will now take 
on the Tavistock Braves, 
who narrowly beat out the 
Paris Mounties to qualify 
for the final round. The 
series was to get under-
way Wednesday night in 
Tavistock, though results 
weren’t available at press 
time. Game two goes in 
Wellesley Saturday night 
(7:30 p.m.) before the teams 
return to Tavistock Sunday 
evening. Game four sees 
the action return to the 
Wellesley arena Tuesday 
(7:30 p.m.). If needed, game 
five is set for the following 
night in Tavistock.  
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EDSS hockey teams move on to regionals

Canada
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Both boys’ and girls’ teams claim WCSSAA titles as latest victories

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

It was a textbook example 
of a nail-biter at the Dan 
Snyder arena February 28 
as the EDSS girls’ hockey 
team battled the visiting 
Waterloo-Oxford Crusaders 
in the Waterloo County 
Secondary School Athletics 
Association (WCSSAA) fi-
nals, clinching the victory 
in overtime.

It took just one goal to 
put this game away, with 
the game-winner for EDSS 
coming off the stick of 
Haylee Clemmer in an ad-
ditional fourth period of 
play. 

While the girls claimed 
the finals at home last 
Thursday afternoon, the 
boys followed suit the same 
evening, capping off their 
undefeated season with a 
4-3 victory against the Galt 
Ghosts, also decided in 
overtime.

Fresh of their county-lev-
el wins, both teams headed 
to the Central Western 
Ontario Secondary Schools 
Association (CWOSSA) re-
gionals this week. The boys 
kicked off their CWOSSA 
games on Monday in Fer-
gus, pulling to the top of 
their three-team pool in 
day one of the two-day 
event. The girls joined the 
CWOSSA championships 
at the Hespeler Memorial 
Arena a day later, on Tues-
day, with the regional finals 
decided Wednesday.

“It was really good, 
because the last time we 
played them we had a little 
bit of a tough loss 6-0, so 
it felt pretty good to win 
this time,” said Lancer OT 
hero Clemmer, who scored 
the lone goal of Thursday’s 
WCSSAA finals. The EDSS 
girls suffered just one loss 
over the regular season this 
year in a rout by Water-
loo-Oxford, making the final 
game an especially sweet 
victory for the Elmira team.

“Well I couldn't have 
done it without Delanie,” 

added Clemmer. “She put 
pressure on them in their 
own zone, and then the 
defense shot it up and then 
it was in my hand on the 
ice and all of a sudden it 
was in the net.”

While Clemmer brought 
home the win for Elmira in 
the final stanza, the team’s 
netminder, Taya Beacom, 
swatted down the WODSS 
offense over the full four 
periods.

“It was a pretty stress-
ful game. But she played 
amazing in net, really 
helped out,” said Clemmer 
of Beacom, who kept Wa-
terloo-Oxford off the score-
board and paved the way 
for the win.

“Yeah the team's pret-
ty good,” said Beacom. 
“We were in the box a lot. 
They had a lot of shots 
from the point that I had 
to see through the screen, 
but other than that it was 
good.”

 Both EDSS and WO 
advanced from the Water-
loo County league to the 
CWOSSA games at Hes-

peler this week, making 
another meeting of the 
two teams a possibility. 
The Lady Lancers were 
pitted in a three-team pool 
against Centre Wellington 
and Owen Sound on day 
one of the championships, 
Tuesday, while Water-
loo-Oxford was set to battle 
St. Mary’s in Kitchener 
and Brantford. The top 
teams of the respective 
pools would go on to settle 
their differences yesterday 
(Wednesday) in the cham-
pionships finals.

The boys, meanwhile, 
battled Owen Sound and 
Orangeville on Monday, 
placing first over the three 
teams. On Tuesday, the 
EDSS team was scheduled 
to battle boys’ contingent 
of Waterloo-Oxford’s in the 
CWOSSA semifinals.

The girls of EDSS, for 
their part, were ready for 
the challenge.

“At CWOSSA? Yeah I like 
our chances. I'm excited. 
If we play like this, then I 
think we'll have no prob-
lem,” said Beacom.

The EDSS girls’ hockey team clinched the WCSSAA finals in an electrifying 1-0 
finish at a home game Feb. 28.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/enterprise

There were 343 residential sales in February through 
the Multiple Listing System (MLS) of the Kitchener-Wa-
terloo Association of Realtors, a decrease of 8.3% 
compared to February 2018. The average sale price 
of all residential properties sold in February increased 
3% to $490,668 compared to February 2018.  De-
tached homes sold for an average price of $597,965 
an increase of 3.9%

A new quantum sensor developed by researchers 
at the University of Waterloo’s Institute for Quantum 
Computing (IQC) has proven it can outperform existing 
technologies and promises significant advancements 
in long-range 3D imaging and monitoring the success 
of cancer treatments.

HOUSING MARKET RESEARCH NOTES

 

If you see a downed line, 
stay at least 33 feet (the 
length of a school bus) 
away and call Waterloo 
North Hydro at 
519-886-5090. 

For more tips on staying safe 
this winter, visit 
Visit wnhydro.com/safety 

Winter weather can cause damage
to powerlines and hydro poles

∙ CHEF D from Rogers TV
• Hunger Cave Foods
• Sharkbite Plumbing Efficiency
• Duracell Auto Remotes/Keys

*Every ticket holder will receive a gift bag,   
 $25 gift certificate, ballots & more!

For an evening of prizes, 
specials and live demos. 

Join us March 19th 
from 6:30 pm – 9 pm

CALL US FOR TICKET INFORMATION

1420 KING ST. N, DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS
STORE HOURS: Mon - Fri 7 to 6, Sat 8 to 5, Sun 12 to 5

519-664-2905 

All ticket proceeds go to the 
Optimist Club of St. Jacobs.

Developing the Youth
of Our Community 

4th

ANNUAL

LAST YEAR

SOLD O
UT!

Get Y
our T

ickets Today!

A SHIFTING ENVIRONMENT

Steve Wagler of Josslin Insurance notes the shifting risk factors in flood coverage.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSEVER]

Homeowners adrift assessing flood insurance
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Many of us don’t know the 
extent of our flood insur-
ance coverage until after 
a claim’s in progress. But 
even for those interested 
in learning more about the 
risks, good information is 
hard to come by in Canada, 
according to a new study 
by researchers at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo.

The study examined 
available information for 
more than 300 communi-
ties across Canada that are 
classified as being high-risk 
for flooding, noting many 
homeowners are essential-
ly on their own in figuring 
out the risks and what kind 
of coverage is needed.

Researchers found that 
62 per cent of available 
maps did not meet the 
basic criteria for communi-
cating flood risk informa-
tion to the public. Professor 
of political science Daniel 
Henstra, who helped con-
duct the research, said 
this could potentially cost 
homeowners tens-of-thou-
sands of dollars.

“Without that informa-

tion, [people] are unlikely 
to be buying flood insur-
ance or to be implementing 
any flood protection mea-
sures,” said Henstra.

“If you think about that, 
when there’s a flood, di-
saster assistance programs 
will pay some of the cost of 
that, but we found in most 
cases, in the average home, 
you’re looking at $40,000-
$50,000 out of pocket even 
after disaster assistance. So 
if there’s no insurance, peo-
ple could easily be default-
ing on their mortgages. A 
flood like this could really 
ruin somebody.”

There are individual 
measures you can take 
to protect yourself from 
damages, such as buying 
the appropriate insurance, 
but good information isn’t 
always easy to come by, the 
study suggests.

While most incidents 
occur during snowmelt and 
spring rains, flooding can 
happen at any time of the 
year. For example, there was 
significant flooding in Elmi-
ra in June 2017 during the 
warmer summer months, in 
that case due to heavy rain-
fall in the northern part of 

the Grand River system.
The knowledge gap is 

one place insurance com-
panies can be of assistance, 
especially as the industry 
adjusts to the implication 
of climate change and the 
threat of more intense 
storms and weather-related 
damage.

Those at the brokerage 
level are on the front lines 
of increased claims and 
requests for information 
about coverage.

That’s certainly been 
the experience of  Steve 
Wagler, director of sales at 
Josslin Insurance, who said 
he sees an uptick in activi-
ty after storms such as the 
one in Elmira.

“Everybody needs to be 
considering what type of 
water coverage they have,” 
said Wagler. “That’s part of 
what we do as brokers, pro-
vide advice – it’s not just 
about buying the coverage, 
it’s about understanding 
what you have, and what 
you may need and then 
when you need to use it.”

He also recommends 
taking a closer look at the 
fine print associated with 
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University of Waterloo study shows Canadians have spotty access to good information about the risks
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O ntario beef farmers 
are in a tough spot.

The new national 
food guide failed to recog-
nize the role of beef in a 
balanced diet. 

Alternative protein 
sources are grabbing the 
limelight – that includes 
cultured meat, even 
though it’s still years from 
hitting the market.

And cheap imports 
dominate certain market 
segments in which beef 
producers here figure they 
should be players.

But rather than retreat, 
beef producers are going 
on the offensive.

Last week in Toronto, at 
the annual general meet-
ing of the Beef Farmers of 
Ontario, members voted to 
significantly add to their 
marketing and promo-
tions war chest to make 
sure their voices are heard 
above those who want to 
shut them down.

Beef producers going on the offensive
Here’s how.
Members voted for a 

$1.50 per head increase in 
their check-off fee. Cur-
rently, every time a beef 
animal is sold, $4 from the 
sale is “checked off” and 
goes to the Beef Farmers of 
Ontario (BFO).

Some of that money is 
directed to Canada Beef, 
the Beef Cattle Research 
Council and to stakeholder 
engagement, for what’s 
broadly called issues man-
agement. 

As for the new $1.50 in-
crease, $1.25 will be direct-
ed to market development 
through a new joint mar-
keting committee with the 
Ontario Cattle Feeders’ As-
sociation. The remaining 
25 cents will be used by the 
BFO to support consumer 
and producer engagement 
activities.

About 900,000 beef 
animals are marketed in 
Ontario every year, which 

means in total the check-
off will generate about $5 
million a year.

The organization un-
successfully tried getting 
this through its member-
ship last year. So, what’s 
changed in a year?

Lots, says the headlines. 
But Fergus-area beef pro-
ducer Joe Hill, president 
of the Beef Farmers of 
Ontario, says it’s not the 
escalating buzz around 
cultured meat and al-
ternative proteins that 
turned the ship around. 
Yes, farmers read head-
lines too.  And they know 
countering the anti-beef, 

anti-meat movement 
that seems to just keep 
growing will take some 
resources. 

But Hill maintains pro-
ducers just needed time to, 
as he says, “get more com-
fortable” with the idea of 
paying more. They’d been 
committed to the $4 check-
off for years. A boost like 
the one they were facing 
takes a bit of time to chew 
on and swallow.

Hill thinks a key element 
in the new marketing drive 
is countering imports. 
Despite all the good things 
about Ontario beef – such 
as it being locally grown, 
fed locally grown feed and 
processed mainly by local 
companies – Ontario is still 
a net importer of beef. In 
fact, most of the beef im-
ported into Canada is sold 
in Ontario.

But it doesn’t come with 
the attributes consumers 
here say they want, such as 

grass-fed, organic, raised 
without added hormones, 
antibiotic free and in a 
growing number of in-
stances, “ultra-local” – that 
is, identified with a specific 
farm.

So that’s where the beef 
farmers are going to put 
their promotion. If that’s 
what consumers want, 
they are not getting it from 
imports from the USA or 
elsewhere, at least not right 
now. 

“As an organization, the 
Beef Farmers of Ontario 
can’t develop specific 
brands, but we're prepared 
to support beef farmers 
here who emphasize attri-
butes consumers desire, 
through help with label-
ing, connecting them at 
various points in the value 
chain, recipes or other 
initiative,” says Hill. “Our 
belief, based on extensive 
market research, is that 
there is strong support for 

local Ontario beef prod-
ucts. We need to add more 
attributes to our product 
that consumers say they 
want.”

Some of the check-off 
money will go to a pro-
gram that helps new beef 
producers get started. Like 
farming in general, beef 
producer numbers have 
been on a slow decline 
in the past dozen years. 
Those that remain are not 
producing enough calves 
to help meet demand – On-
tario has lost 30 per cent 
of its cow herd, so imports 
have an easier time gaining 
acceptance.

But they can’t beat local. 
“There’s lots of room for 

expansion by existing pro-
ducers,” says Hill.

So watch for more Ontar-
io-branded beef when BBQ 
season arrives this spring 
and summer – and before 
that, prepare to be educat-
ed on beef by farmers. 

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

flood risk coverage – some-
times it may not cover the 
full amount, or even come 
close. 

“Before you automat-
ically renew your policy, 
you should take a look at 
some of the detail,” said 
Wagler. “Because a lot of 
times, companies will put 
sub-limits down. You may 
think you have it, but some 
companies may limit you 
to $10,000 of coverage.

“If you have serious 
water damage in your base-
ment, on average, it costs 
just over $40,000 to repair 
a basement. So $10,000 

wouldn’t even really cover 
the cleanup – people need 
to pay attention to it.”

Basement flooding is a 
significant problem area in 
most incidents. There is a 
range of different flood in-
surance including overland 
water protection, which 
protects when water from 
rivers, streams or other 
bodies of water flows onto 
dry land. Other types of cov-
erage offered are in the case 
of a burst pipe, groundwater 
coverage, or for a sewer 
backup. Certain insurance 
companies sell all kinds of 
coverage in one package.

When assessing flood 
risk, the insurance industry 
looks at several factors. 

“Our industry looks at 
it on a couple of different 
levels; mainly they’ll look 
at mapping and the vicini-
ty to a body of water,” said 
Wagler. “If you’re within 
100 metres of a stream, 
or any kind of waterway, 
you’re likely to have diffi-

culty buying a product.
“Prior loss history and 

vicinity to water is going to 
determine whether you can 
buy it or not.”

In the meantime, more 
needs to be done about the 
lack of flood risk informa-
tion in the first place, said 
Henstra, adding that mu-
nicipal, provincial and fed-

eral governments all have 
a shared responsibility to 
provide this information.

“Whether they choose to 
act on the information is 
different, but right now, it’s 
not even knowable,” said 
Henstra. “So it’s really kind 
of unfair to expect property 
owners to be buying insur-
ance to protect themselves 

FROM 15
when they don’t even know 
if they’re at risk.”

The study found that 
other countries Austria, 
Belgium, Germany, France, 
the U.K., all have access to 
better quality flood-risk 
information. For example 
in the U.K., a homeowner 
can get a detailed flood risk 
report that includes details 
such as times of year to 
expect flooding, measures 
to prevent it, and the type 
of flooding you’re vulnera-
ble to, just by typing in the 
users postal code. 

“And really – it’s per-
plexing why we don’t have 
these maps. It’s not really 
an insurmountable chal-
lenge. In Canada, we’ve got 
the expertise, technology, 
data; it’s all there,” said 
Henstra. “I guess we just 
haven’t seen the leadership 
yet that’s required to get a 
new mapping effort off the 
ground.” 

Incidents such as the 2017 storm that brought flooding to Elmira heightens the awareness insurance-related risks, 
Wagler notes. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

A LOOK AT THE DONATION PROCESS

The MCC RePurpose store in Elmira celebrated its first anniversary last weekend with refreshments, warehouse tours and weaving demonstra-
tions.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

 � INSURANCE: Canadians need better tools to determine the risks they face as flooding becomes more prevalent



OBSERVERXTRA .COM |  THURSDAY, MARCH 07, 2019 | 17

Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: observerxtra.com/showtime

Sylvester Stallone’s classic story of Rocky 
Balboa, the small-time boxer who gets a shot 
at the title, is now a musical, with the Drayton 
Entertainment production opening Friday night 
at the Hamilton Family Theatre Cambridge. 

www.draytonentertainment.com

A big-screen showing of E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial 
will be accompanied by a live performance of 
the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony at the Centre 
In The Square on Mar. 22 and 23. The concert is 
led by music director Andrei Feher,  who is cur-
rently in his first season with the K-W Symphony. 

www.kwsymphony.ca

ON STAGE MOVIE AND MUSIC

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com 45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

elmirains@bellnet.ca 8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

BREAKING A LEG

Members of the EDSS team celebrate the awards garnered at a recent drama festival. The production now moves on to the regionals. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

EDSS drama production heading to regionals
Elmira high school group picks up six awards at Waterloo District National Theatre School Drama Festival

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

The EDSS drama team put 
on quite a good show at the 
Waterloo District National 
Theatre School Drama 
Festival – or rather, a pair 
of shows – if the results are 
anything to go by. 

Putting on two separate 
productions at district-lev-
el competition in Cam-
bridge last week, the EDSS 
team picked up six awards, 
including the school-wide 
Spirit of the Theatre award, 
and earned a berth at the 
regionals.

With an additional play 
to put on at this year’s 
festival, the EDSS team 
had twice the opportunity 
to impress at the annual 
event, but also more roles 
to remember, rehearsals 
to attend and pressures to 
overcome.

“It is a huge challenge, 
because you're using a 
lot of the same actors and 
the same crew,” admitted 
EDSS drama instructor DJ 
Carroll. He explained the 
festival was looking for an 
additional play to compete, 
so EDSS offered to fill the 
part with a student-created 
production.

The school’s main sub-
mission to the festival, A 
Grimm Night, was a story 
based off the popular 
Brothers Grimm and their 
book of fairytales. Put 
together in a joint collab-
oration between Carroll, 
the student directors and 
actors, the show earned 
the team an award in out-
standing production.

“The stories are based 
on a bunch of Grimm Fairy 

Tales,” explains Carroll. 
“The story is about the 
Brothers Grimm who are 
travelling the countryside 
collecting stories, folks 
tales and other things from 
local villages. They stop 
at an inn during a stormy 
night. And during the 
stormy night, a bunch of 
people in the inn act out 
stories for the brothers.”

The production saw 
EDSS students Hadley 

Mustakas and Maddie 
McCormack win the award 
of merit for acting, while 
Phoebe Martin received 
the award of merit for her 
work on the show’s props.

Carroll wrote the outline 
for the production, “And 
then we had three student 
directors who each took 
one of the Grimm stories 
we were telling, and they 
expanded on it and they 
directed the actors. And as 

we were work-shopping it, 
the actors gave feedback 
and they helped edit and 
add to the story and finally 
create this, well, we'll call 
it a collaborative piece.”

The second production, 
entitled Oswald that Ends 
Well, started life as a Grade 
12 student drama project 
by Simon Zenker, but was 
morphed by Zenker and 
the team into an entire 
one-act play.

“Basically, the premise 
of his play was, ‘Wouldn't it 
be stupid if?’ And it turned 
into a farcical story about 
two detectives who are try-
ing to stop some criminals 
from stealing all the cheese 
sticks in the world,” said 
Carroll. “It was quite funny. 
It had people rolling on the 
floor, which is great.”

The production earned 
Zenker an award of excel-
lence for writing, directing 

and acting, while the cast 
of Oswald received the 
award for excellence in 
ensemble acting.

With a house-raising 
performance at the Wa-
terloo district festival last 
week, the EDSS team will 
see the competition rise as 
they are joined by fellow 
district finalists at the re-
gionals, starting next week 
at the Bear Creek Second-
ary School in Barrie.
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Classified Ads, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word) 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)

Classified Ad - Display Ads

Please call Donna for a quote.

Phone: 519-669-5790 Ext. 104

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
www.observerxtra.com/media-kit

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Expanding Property Maintenance Company 
seeking career minded, full time year round 
positions for Snow Removal, Landscaping 

& Landscape Construction.
Accepting Resumes for Immediate 

Employment:
Winter & Summer Operators / Laborers

Winter Sidewalk Crew Laborer
Competitive Wages to experience level.  
Stand-by Winter Pay.  Benefit packages 
available for established crew leaders.

Experience is an asset, not a requirement.  
Transportation & Valid G License Required.

Email Resume to:  
info@mitchellpropertymaintenance.com 

or in person with appointment to 1020 Three 
Bridges Rd. St Jacobs.  Call 519-664-2500.

The Elmira Legion requires a 
part-time janitor.  

Experience in janitorial or custodial 
work is required. 

Candidates must have the ability 
to work independently and 

perform manual work.  

Part-Time Janitor

Send resume by March 10, 2019 to 
Royal Canadian Legion, 

P O BOX 123, Elmira, Ont. N3B 2Z5   
or elmirabranch469@gmail.com

8596 Road 164, Listowel, ON N4W 3G6

Company Benefit and Group RRSP 
package offered.

Please forward resume to 
info@dynamicmillwrights.com

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only 
those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Draftsman/Mechanical Designer
Dynamic Millwrights Inc. is looking for a creative 
and practiced Draftsman to work on all product 
stages from research and development to design 
and manufacture, through to installation and final 
commissioning. The goal is to design and 
fabricate mechanical components of innovation 
and excellence.

Responsibilities:
• Develop detailed models and drawings from 

specifications for mechanical equipment and 
structures using the best practices and 
AutoCAD, SolidWorks and 3D software

• Read and understand technical drawings with 
ease to determine requirements of projects and 
communicate with project managers regarding 
these requirements

• Recognize, modify and revise pre-existing 
designs to correct operating deficiencies or to 
reduce production problems with customers 
existing equipment

• Review, research and analyze specifications, 
sketches, drawings, ideas, and related data to 
assess factors affecting component designs 
and the procedures and instructions to be 
followed

• Complete shop drawing packages for 
fabrication for internal and external sources

• Lay out, draw, and reproduce illustrations for 
reference manuals and technical publications 
to describe operation and maintenance of 
mechanical systems

• Utilize Microsoft office software to organize 
project information

Requirements: 
•  Possess a relevant technical degree
•  Showing proficiency in AutoCAD, SolidWorks 

and 3D software
•  Being proficient in Microsoft Office
•  Drawing and design experience
•  Fabrication and Mechanical experience

is an asset

Rempel Concrete Pumping in Breslau
is currently seeking highly motivated 

individuals to join their staff. 
We provide concrete pumping services to our 
customers in Southern Ontario in the residential, 
commercial, and agricultural industries. 
Employees will drive equipment to jobsites and 
operate the concrete pump on site. Candidates 
must be able to work well individually in a fast 
paced environment. General knowledge of 
concrete, construction, hydraulics, or mechanics 
is an asset but we will train the right individual. 
A clean DZ license is required. 

Rempel Concrete Pumping offers competitive 
wages, health benefits, and pension benefits. 

Please email resume to: 
rempelconcretepumping@msn.com

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Sow Farm Barn
Maintenance/Technician

Seeking a person who enjoys
working with livestock and people.

• Daily maintenance, repairs and general
farm duties

• Knowledge in welding, plumbing and 
electrical is preferred.

• Must be able to operate tractors and
perform yard duties. 

• Able to work regular shift days and 
alternate weekends

• Must follow all bio-security protocols

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

We offer a competitive wage, pension plan and 
group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume
and three references to:

Human Resources
Floradale Feed Mill Limited

2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0

Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Truck Driver (DZ)
This fulltime position will involve safe operation of a 
bag unit or bulk hopper bottom unit week days 
(Monday to Friday) and rotating Saturday’s.

The successful applicant will have
• A valid commercial driver’s license

• Strong oral and written communication skills

• Ability to develop effective work 
relationships with co-workers, and

• Ability to represent the Company positively 
with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

We offer a competitive wage, pension plan and 
group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Human Resources
Floradale Feed Mill Limited

2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0

Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Administrative Associate
Rosendale Farms is looking for a person to �ll this 
full-time position.  Responsibilities include process-
ing grain settlement cheques, administering sales 
and purchase contracts, inventory records, setting 
up payables as well as answering phones and misc 
of�ce duties.  Computer experience is required and 
previous experience in AR/AP is an asset.  A good 
attitude, strong attention to detail, reliability and 
great customer service experience is necessary.

Please send resume to info@rosendalefarms.com
or deliver in person to 544 Sawmill Rd, Waterloo.

   Part-time DZ truck
driver needed

We are hiring part-time drivers
for the spring season.

If interested, please email us at 
info@rosendalefarms.com
Or call us at 519-744-4941

Please submit your resume to:
  info@bonnieschickhatchery.com 

or in person at 18 Arthur Street North, Elmira.
  

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

We are currently accepting resumes for a 

Permanent Full Time 
Hatchery General Labourer

We are seeking an energetic, self-motivated, reliable 
person. The successful candidate must be able to 
work in a team environment, learn quickly (training 
provided), and be able to follow instructions.  

A valid driver’s licence is an asset.  There will be lifting 
and physical labour.  

Your duties will include:
Handling chicks and eggs while adhering to the 
Animal Welfare and Health & Safety Policies, 
sanitation requirements, preparing eggs and chicks 
for shipment and other duties as required. 

PART-TIME HELP WANTED
Some afternoon /Saturday shifts

Applicants must have: 
Good Communication, Customer Service Skills 
and Basic Knowledge for Repairs 
Job includes:
 Sales, Restocking, Inventory, and Parts Ordering

Interested applicants may apply at 
ELMIRA VACUUM 9 Church St. E. Elmira

OR email elmiravacuum@gmail.com
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Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to

519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

TECHNICAL SALES/PRESSURE
WASH EQUIPMENT

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas Fitting, 
Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Conditioning, Sheet 
Metal, Plumbing, and High Pressure Cleaning Systems. We service 
agricultural, light commercial and residential systems.

We are currently seeking a self motivated, mature, individual who 
is interested in promoting and selling Pressure Wash Equipment 
and Robotic Washers for Swine facilities.

Duties include but not limited to:

∙ Sales of Pressure Washers and Robotic Washers.
∙ Demonstrating Robotic Washers in Swine Facilities
∙ Assembly and Repair of Pressure Washers and Robotic Washers
∙ Purchasing of Pressure Wash Equipment

An agricultural background would be an asset.

Tri-Mech offers competitive wages and health benefits.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to

519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

308A OR 308R
SHEET METAL WORKER

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas Fitting, 
Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Conditioning, Sheet 
Metal, Plumbing, and High Pressure Cleaning Systems. We service 
agricultural, light commercial and residential systems.

We are currently seeking an individual who is either a licensed 
Sheet Metal Worker or is interested in pursuing an apprenticeship 
as a Sheet Metal Worker. The candidate must have a strong work 
ethic and be a team player. Prior experience in HVAC would be an 
asset but not a requirement.

Tri-Mech offers competitive wages and health benefits.

AUCTION SALE
Of

Combine, tractors, machinery and 
miscellaneous items, to be held at  

7113 Wellington Rd. 9, Mapleton Twp.
Approx. 5 miles southwest of Teviotdale,  

(or north off Highway 86)  
for Allan and Lorna Weber, on

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20TH @ 11:00 A.M.

MACHINERY: JD 7710 diesel tractor, 
4wd, IVT transmission, cab, air, duals, front 
weights, 5900 hours, good.  Agco Allis 5660 
diesel tractor, 4wd, Quicke 620 loader, 
bucket, bale spear, new rubber, good.  MF 
165 diesel tractor, 2wd, multi-power.  JD 9400 
combine, 2wd, 9410 updates, 4730 engine 
hours, 3183 separator hours, JD 643 – 6 row 
corn head, JD 925 Flex head with Wind-Reel 
air reel and JD 920 flex head (note – heads 
selling separately).  CIH 7500 – 6 furrow 
semi-mount plow, Vari-Width, Auto Trip II, 
European bottoms, good.  CIH 4600 – 28ft. 
Vibra Shank cultivator, harrows, walking 
tandems.  Tube-Line 6500 big bale wrapper.  
4 – 430 bushel gravity bins on Horst 285 
running gears.  2 Horst header wagons.  
JD 785 manure spreader, hydra-push, top 
beater, end gate.  Agri Trend 4108D – 9ft. 
snow blower, double auger, hyd. hood, good.  
GT 500 bushel propane dryer.  
MISC. ITEMS:  25ft. tandem flat bed trailer, 
gooseneck, ramps, recently safetied.  Stihl 
038 chainsaw.  Lincoln welder.  Odd lumber, 
tools plus a small wagonload of farm related 
items.  
NOTE – Farm is sold.  A clean and shedded 
lineup.  BE ON TIME – only a few small items.  
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos.  
Proprietors and auctioneers not responsible 
for accidents day of sale.  Lunch booth.  
TERMS – Cash or cheque with I.D.  
Sale order – Wagonload, balance of 
miscellaneous items, machinery.
PROPRIETORS – Allan and Lorna Weber 
519-292-9061

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

Tractors, skid steer, farm machinery and 
miscellaneous items, to be held at  

3838 Lichti Rd, Wellesley Twp. 
1 mile west of Linwood  

(corner of Lichti Rd. and Ament Line),  
for Ira Martin, on

FRIDAY, MARCH 22ND @ 11:00 A.M.

MACHINERY:  JD 6410 diesel tractor, 4wd, 
open station, 480/70 R38 rears like new, 
approx. 7000 hours.  JD 3140 diesel tractor, 
2wd, 600/65 R34 rears, duals, 10,000 hours.  
Agco Allis 5670 diesel tractor, loader, 6ft. 
bucket, manure fork, bale spear, duals, 3650 
hours.  Int 454 diesel tractor, 2wd, good 
rubber, duals.  Int 454 diesel tractor with 
loader.  JD 6675 skid steer, bucket, pallet 
fork, 3850 hours.  MF 655 – 12ft. swather.  
Fiskars 5 furrow, variable width, semi-mount 
plow.  Overum 5 furrow, variable width, 
semi-mount plow.  Kongskilde 15ft. “s-tine” 
cultivator, wings, double rolling harrows.  
Kongskilde 20ft. “s-tine” cultivator, 3ph, 
wings, buster bar harrows.  Int 4500 – 18 ½ ft. 
vibrashank cultivator with wings.  Int 45 – 12 
½ ft. cultivator.  12ft. 3ph cultivator.  Noble 6 
row corn scuffler.  MF 33 seed drill, 17 run, 
grass seeder, fertilizer.  NH 488 haybine.  
Darf 5 wheel rake.  JD 346 baler.  Dion 16ft. 
self-unloading forage wagon, left hand.  2 
– 16ft. flat rack wagons (1 rebuilt).  NH 680 
manure spreader, tandem, end gate, top 
beater.  NH tandem manure spreader, end 
gate, no beaters (used as a trailer).  Turnco 
10ft. packer.  NI forage blower.  4 sections 
harrows with pole.
MISC. ITEMS:  Gehl 65 “Mix-All” mix mill.  
NI 40ft. enclosed elevator with motor.  Old 
water tank on wagon.  Open horse drawn 
buggy.  4in. augers.  Round bale feeder.  
Pressure washer.  Honda 5.5hp engine.  
Stackable tote bins.  Stainless pig feeders.  
5 bush cords of seasoned firewood (4ft. 
lengths).  Schumacher heavy duty battery 
charger with load tester – good.  Alum. 
ladders.  Scrap metal plus a wagonload of 
farm related items.  18 bales of wrapped 
baleage.  21 bales individually wrapped 
baleage (3rd cut).  200 small squares 1st cut 
hay (2018).    
NOTE – Plan to attend.  Many useful items.  
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos.  
Lunch booth.  Proprietors and auctioneers 
not responsible for accidents day of sale.  
TERMS – Cash or cheque with I.D.  Sale 
order – wagonload, miscellaneous items,  
machinery, feed.   
PROPRIETOR – Ira Martin 519-698-1157

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

Police, Municipal, Repo, Fleets & Others

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

M.R. Jutzi & Co
VIEWING:  Friday March 8th, 2019, 1 pm to 5 pm

TERMS: $500 Deposit on Each Vehicle, or as announced.

DIVISION 658347 ONTARIO INC.

AUCTION

Sat March 9th 9:30am
BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX 
5100 FOUNTAIN ST, North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

Check Website for Daily Updates
No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty!!!

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. North, BRESLAU, Ontario

2 - 13/14 Explorer AWD’s
3 - 13/14 Taurus Int AWD’s 
3 - 12/13 Charger Police 
2 - 11/12 Impala LT’s 
4 - 11/12 Impala Police
2009 Dodge Caliber SXT
2006 Hyundai Tucson SUV

2 - 15/17 Grand Caravan’s
2010 Ford FUSION Hybrid 
2 - 09/10 Gand Caravan’s 
2007 Caravan SXT 
2007 Saturn AURA XE
2007 Saturn VUE SUV 
2005 BMW X3i AWD

Monthly PUBLIC Vehicle

DAVID CARSON FARMS & 
AUCTION SERVICES LTD.

WED. MARCH 13TH – 11:30 A.M. – Dairy 
Sale. Offering registered and grade, fresh 
and springing young Holstein cows and 
heifers. Open & Bred heifers will start at 11:30 
A.M. prior to the Dairy Sale. Consignments 
Welcome!
SAT. MARCH 16TH – 11:00 AM – Beef 
Cow & Calf Sale – Featuring the Complete 
Dispersal for Don Ceasar of 90 Black Angus 
X Heifers due April 1st on and 2 Black Angus 
Bulls.  This is a tremendous offering of heifers 
from Don’s cow herd breeding. Followed by 
cows, breeder bulls, and cow/calf pairs. Cull 
cows at 11A.M. followed by Stocker sale. 
Consignments Accepted!

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery 
has an immediate opening for a 
motivated general laborer. Seasonal 
March to September.
Duties include: chick handling, egg 
handling and clean-up. 
Competitive wage.

WORK WANTED

GOOD, RELIABLE DRY-
WALL TAPING AND 
sanding work. No job is 
too small. 226-622-7648.

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed bag. 
Sacrifice $195. Delivery 
available $35. 519-635-
8737.

SPRING SALE. HILL-
CREST HOME BAKING 
519-669-1381. Feb. 26 - 
March 16 10% off fabrics, 
tablecloth, hosiery, quilt 
batts and underwear. 
50% off selected fabrics. 
10% off books, 10% off 
single cards, excluding 
homemade cards. 10% 
discount through March 
on dish sets.

AUCTIONS

SAT. MARCH 9 AT 
10:00 AM CLEARING 
auction sale of house-
hold effects; antiques; 
collectibles; and mis-
cellaneous items at 54 
Church St. E. Elmira 
for Edward and Eva 
Frey. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF 
COMBINE, TRACTORS, 
machinery and miscella-
neous items, to be held 
at 9288 Con. 11, Welling-
ton North Twp. 4 miles 
south of Mount forest or 
5 miles northeast of Tevi-
otdale (off Highway 109), 
for Wayne & Maria Weber, 
on Saturday, March 16th 
@ 11:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138 

SAT. MARCH 16 AT 
2:00 PM - CHARITY 
auction of 65 rare hockey 
cards mainly Bobby Orr 
and Darryl Sittler and 
other hockey memorabil-
ia etc. at the Woolwich 
Community Centre 24 
Snyder Ave in Elmira for 
the MCC Thrift and Gift. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 
656 3555 www.jantziauc-
tions.com

AUCTION SALE OF 
COMBINE, TRACTORS, 
machinery and miscella-
neous items, to be held 
at 7113 Wellington Rd. 9, 
Mapleton Twp. Approx. 
5 miles southwest of 
Teviotdale, (or north off 
Highway 86) for Allan 
and Lorna Weber, on 
Wednesday, March 20th 
@ 11:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-
4451 or 698-0138 

Need 
a gig
that 

pays?

Check out 
our help 
wanteds!

FIND WORK IN THE OBSERVER

LOOKING
FOR

LOCAL WORK? 
YOU’VE COME TO  
THE RIGHT PLACE.

SMALL ADS,
BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER
CLASSIFIED ADS

Call us today
to book yours!
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Humidity or Heating
Issues in Your Home?

CALL 519-206-0336
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE   www.koebelhcm.com

Give us a call or visit us online.

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN AND MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Ditner Construction

Wayne Ditner
Gary Ditner

5120 Perth Line 91, RR #2 Palmerston, ON N0G2P0

519-741-6937 Palmerston
226-339-6607 Elmira

Concrete Construction
Floors * Patio * Driveway

Walkways 
Broom-Stamped-exposed 

Foundations - ICF 
Also Post Hole Drilling, 

Fences and Framing 

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

GENERAL SERVICES

ALWAYS
BUYING
Jewellery,
Old Coins
& Paper
Money

991 Victoria St. N
Kitchener

519-579-9302
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Drayton -  Welcome to 30 Parkside St. in Drayton! Beautiful single detached home, built in 2006, has 
much to offer!  3 bedrms, 4 bathrms, ensuite & walk-in closet, some new flooring, upper floor laundry, 
appliances included, walk-in pantry, mudroom, gas fireplace, open concept feel, finished basement 
with wet bar, double car garage with ample parking, huge deck, large corner lot....with all of this and 
more, don't wait to preview this home! Call us today!   

$499,900$499,900
Elmira - This detached bungalow is perfect for a small family or empty nesters. Enjoy the open 
concept living room, dining room & kitchen with loads of counter space and storage. The main 
bathroom boasts a jet tub for a spa like experience. The basement has a large rec room as well as an 
office/den space with a 3 piece bathroom and separate laundry room. There is plenty of parking for all 
of your guests who will enjoy your back yard next to green space with a giant deck. Roof and solar 
panels /2018. Appliances included.

$449,000$449,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING DRAYTON - You will be impressed 
with this immaculate 3 bedrm, 3 bathrm, 
semi-detached home surrounded by 
green space. This bright 2 story has 
been finished from top to bottom with 
elegant stylings you are sure to love. 
Luxury finished basement including 
recessed surround sound, a new couch, 
wine fridge and jet tub in your spa like 
bathroom. Back deck overlooking the 
large corner lot with no residential 
homes behind you. Recent updates 
include: Windows - 2018, roof - 2018, 
furnace - 2015, water heater - 2013, 
Sump Pump - 2014. With nothing left to 
do but move in and enjoy, make 15 Dales 
Dr. your new home! MLS $359,900$359,900

SOLD

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

LAST UNIT REMAINING IN THE FIRST PHASE OF TOWN HOMES! 
$501,080 FREEHOLD bungalow town home!  Custom kitchen with granite 
counter top, island, ceramic floors, great room with gas fireplace, 
hardwood flooring & walkout to the backyard with privacy fencing.  Main 
floor master bedroom ensuite & walk-in closet, main floor laundry, 
finished basement offers 3rd bedroom, 3rd bathroom & large recreation 
room.  Central air ++++ EXCLUSIVE

PARADIGM ELMIRA HOMES

Shanna
FREE SPRING MARKET EVALUATION

Remember to put your clocks ahead!Remember to put your clocks ahead!

$459,000 ELMIRA 
Welcome to this well located 
Bungalow. 3 bedroom, part 
finished basement, spacious 
150' lot. Single attached 
garage.  Add your personal 
finishes to make this a 
wonderful family home or ideal 
retirement home.  NEW MLS 

$619,900   ELMIRA
Approximately 2900 SQ.FT of finished 
living space!  Inviting main floor layout 
offers hardwood & ceramic flrs., gas 
fireplace and cathedral ceiling, spacious 
kitchen and dining area has walkout to 
deck, fenced yard & shed, main floor 
laundry, 3 bdrms, 4 baths!  Finished 
basement boasts rec room, gas F/P, bar 
& bathroom.  MLS

SPRING FORWARD THIS WEEKEND!SPRING FORWARD THIS WEEKEND!

WANT TO SELL? CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

FINISHED TOP TO BOTTOM!

Carolyn Sullivan, 
Sales Representative
DIRECT 226-979-2922
OFFICE 519-843-7653
csullivan@edgerealtysolutions.com

IMMACULATE 1984 SQUARE FT FAMILY HOME 
with 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom and master with WI closet & luxury ensuite. Spacious main floor 
with hardwood, gas fireplace and walkout to huge 2 tier deck and pergola. Large kitchen with 
dining area, plenty of cabinetry and granite counters. A must see!

Saturday, March 9th • 2:30pm-4pm
31 Oakcliffe Street, Elmira

$599,900
NEW LISTING

OPEN HOUSE

Serving the community for 27 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

FREE Market Evaluation
$509,900  GOLDSTONE
3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom Country 
Bungalow.  Features a Large living 
room, wood burning fire place in 
basement, mud room, attached 
garage , walk up from Basement.  
Relax on your back deck and enjoy the 
peaceful view of the countryside, as 
your large lot backs onto farmland.  Located 15 minutes from Elmira, and 25 Minutes from 
Waterloo.  Book your showing today this one will not last long.   MLS# 30716680

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

$409,900

Perfect starter home! Steps from 
the recreational complex. Central 
downtown location. 1½ storey home, 
completely redecorated. Mostly new 
flooring throughout. Replacement 
windows, doors, furnace & central air.  
Two bedrooms on the main floor & 
two bedrooms upstairs.  Freshly paint-
ed throughout.  Unfinished basement.  
Detached garage.  MLS   

21 ERNST ST. ELMIRA

$499,900

Great family home in established neigh-
bourhood.  Deep private yard with ma-
ture trees.  Formal L.R. & D.R. with new 
hardwood flooring, eat-in kitchen with 
appliances incl.  3+ bdrms. New hard-
wood & carpeting. Finished basement 
with rec.room w/woodstove, games 
area, 4th bdrm& full bath.  Dble. asphalt 
driveway, private patio area.  MLS 

56 FALCON DR. ELMIRA

From $509,900

You’ll love the open concept 
in this ‘model home’ with ev-
erything on one level!  9’ ceil-
ings, hardwood and ceramics, 
lots of custom cabinetry incl. 
island, granite countertops & 
backsplash. Spacious master 
w/walkin closet & ensuite (2 
full bathrooms). Open staircase. 
W/O from L.R .w/tray ceiling & 
gas fireplace.14’ wide garage 
(w/10’ door). Exclusive.

SOLD

SUN. MAR. 10 FROM 1 - 3PM
21 BUR OAK, ELMIRAOPEN HOUSE

FIRST TIME OFFERED! You’ll love your back 
yard backing to acres of wooded parkland, 
nestled in the trees. Custom built, 4 bdrm. 
home with large master bedroom & en-
suite. Open wood staircase. Maple kitchen 
w/island open to family room with high 
ceiling & fireplace. Formal L.R. & D.R. Stairs 
from garage lead to the fin..basement w/
oversized windows, 5th bdrm. & bath-
room. NEW MLS 

44 PINTAIL DRIVE, ELMIRA 

$824,900

REAL ESTATE CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE

WELCOME 
TO THE HOME

FOR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE.

Buying or selling, 
you'll find it here!

Being in the paper is one of life’s
highlights.  Relive it with a reprint.

GET IT IN THEWe have photos to share.

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Elmira Maple Syrup Festival
Information about Vendor Regulation

April 6, 2019
This notice will be of interest to any person or organization that is 

considering selling food and/or merchandise in Elmira on Festival Day.

Please be advised that any person or organization intending to sell food or merchandise 
at the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival on April 6, 2019 must be registered with the Festival 
Committee to sell in the downtown mall or at the Woolwich Memorial Centre.  Any other 
location in or near the downtown core will require a Salesperson’s Licence from the Township 
of Woolwich.  Established businesses that are members of the Elmira Business Improvement 
Area are exempt unless they intend to bring in their own outdoor vendors.  Vendor licensing 
will be strictly enforced. 
Why Vendor Licensing is Necessary:
The Elmira Maple Syrup Festival Committee works diligently each year to create the best 
and safest Festival possible for both vendors and visitors. In recent years, the Township has 
received concerns about unlicensed vendors and the public safety risk of unregulated food 
and goods as well as the negative impact on pedestrian traffic. The Maple Syrup Festival is 
working with the Township of Woolwich to implement changes to improve the safety of the 
Maple Syrup Festival for all involved.
Vendor Licensing Will be Enforced:
On Festival Day, Enforcement Services Staff will inspect third-party vendors in the downtown 
core and surrounding areas to ensure they are registered with the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival 
Committee or have a Salesperson’s Licence from the Township of Woolwich. Unlicensed 
third-party vendors and vendors without the proper Electrical Inspection Certification, 
Public Health Approval, and/or Fire Inspections will be fined if they do not cease operating 
immediately. The fine to operate on municipal or private property without proper licensing is 
$350 under the Township’s Licensing By-law 45-2018.
How Vendor Licensing Helps Our Community:
Regulation of vendors will ensure fairness among all vendors, protect the public’s health and 
safety, and help to improve pedestrian traffic during the festival.
Contact Information:
Call the Township of Woolwich Licensing Officer at 519-669-6004 or email  
sgoldrup@woolwich.ca for assistance with licensing or for inspection authority contact 
information.
Registration Deadlines:
The deadline to apply for a Salesperson’s Licence from the Township of Woolwich is March 29, 2019.

See www.elmiramaplesyrup.com for vendor opportunities with the Festival Committee.

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5426 | Direct 519.584.4400

$499,000 ELMIRA – Beautiful 2300+ sqft. home in central 
Elmira location. Inviting front LR/DR combo with lots of natural light. 4+ 
BR, 2 BA. Kitchen walks out to back deck with hot tub. Cathedral master 
bedroom W/ walk-in closet finished basement. Newer metal roof. parking 
for 4+. MLS

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, Mar 9th • 2-4pm
6 First St. E., Elmira

Luke Shantz
REAL ESTATE BROKER

luke.shantz@outlook.com

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY MARCH 9, 10-2pm
$439,000 - 34 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira  Bungalow in a desired 

neighbourhood, 2 doors from the recreational complex.
A large family addition with a natural granite stone wall

fireplace makes this home feel like a getaway in your home. 
Private Sale - For further inquiries call 519-807-0047.

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

Welcome the lazy, hazy days of summer on a 
quiet court with parks & schools nearby. 
Oodles of significant updates throughout the 
property, with a kitchen left to your design. 
The high and dry finished basement doubles 
the space with room to grow. Add a 5th 
bedroom, or perhaps a kitchenette? Turn the 
28’ tiered Trex deck into a true outdoor living 
space in a yard designed by a gardener’s heart. 

519.831.8393 
Broker

OPEN HOUSE | SAT MAR. 9TH 10 A.M. – 12 P.M.

Evelyn Neumann

11 CARDINAL ST. ELMIRA  |  $529,900

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

AUCTIONS

WED. MAR 20 AT 9:45 
AM - CLEARING AUC-
tion sale of furniture; 
tools; household effects; 
antiques; and miscella-
neous items to be held at 
the St. Jacob's Commu-
nity Centre in St. Jacob's 
for an area estate with 
additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. Wellesley 519 
656 3555 www.jantzi-
auctions.com 

AUCTION SALE OF 
TRACTORS, SKID 
steer, machinery and 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at 3838 Lichti 
Rd, Wellesley Twp. 1 mile 
west of Linwood (corner 
of Lichti Rd. and Ament 
Line), for Ira Martin, on 
Friday, March 22nd @ 
11:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138 

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 
ANTIQUES, 100 FARM 
& other toys, household 
goods, tools and mis-
cellaneous items, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
for Don and Marg Koch, 
Wellesley, & additions, 
on Saturday, March 23rd 
@ 9:30 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138 

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FARM SERVICES

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call George 
Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20 & 40kg's, Ice melt 
comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

FARM SERVICES

ORGANIC FERTILIZER 
FOR SALE. SULFUR 90 
and Sulfate Potash. Call 
George Haffner Trucking 
at 519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

GENERATOR REPAIRS. 
CALL JOHN AT 
226-622-4598.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

SMALL ADS, BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIED ADS

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N

100% LOCAL
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Happy 70th Birthday, 
Laverne Bauman

Love your Wife, Children, Grandkids 
and Great-grandchild!

March 13th, 1949

Open House

Saturday, March 9, 2019
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Elmira Legion Hall

For Oscar Bloch’s

80th Birthday

Robert McKeog

1 year ago you left us with broken hearts. 
We said good-bye.

Your loving spirit still surrounds us,
Keeping you in our hearts close by.

1934 – 2018

NEEB, Wayne
Passed away suddenly on January 20, 
2019 at his home in Conestogo at the 
age of 67.  Wife Beverley along with 
children Deanna (Neeb) LaFontaine 
(Ray), Trevor Neeb (Melissa Weeda) 
and grandchildren Lucas and Gracie 
Neeb would like to welcome all 
family, friends, work associates, 
leisure associates (golfers, fishermen, 
poker players) and all who remember 
him to join us for a special evening of 
memories.

A Celebration of Life will be held 
Friday, March 15, 2019 from 5:00 to 
10:00 pm at Conestoga Golf & Country 
Club.  A tribute service to Wayne will 
be held around 7:00 pm. 

Wayne was a long time employee of 34 years with M&G Millwrights 
of Elmira.  He was a member of the Royal Canadian Legion.  He had a 
passion for golf, hockey, fishing, the great outdoors, wood working and 
loved animals.  Wayne will be sadly missed by all.  

Thank You 
On behalf of the family of  

Shirley Wilken, we would like to 
thank our family and friends for 
their donations, cards, flowers,  

food and continued support 
through this difficult time. 

Debbie, Dawn, Brad and families

BIRTHDAY

OBITUARY DEATH NOTICES

BIRTHDAY IN MEMORIAM THANK-YOU

OBITUARY

HASSLER, MARLIESE - At the Chartwell Elmira Long-Term Care on 
Wednesday evening, February 20, 2019 at age 93. 

HUEHN, BERNICE IRENE - Passed away peacefully at the Southampton 
Hospital, after a stroke, on Monday, February 4, 2019 at the age of 90. 
Born on February 29, 1928 in Heidelberg.

KUEPFER, REUBEN - Age 69, of Milverton (formerly of Gadshill) passed 
away peacefully surrounded by his family on Monday, March 4, 2019. 
Reuben was born in Wellesley Township on December 28, 1949

PARNELL, MARJORIE (NÉE MADELEY) - Passed away peacefully at 97 on 
February 17th in the attentive care of staff at Twin Oaks of Maryhill.

TABER, JAMES "JIM" - Peacefully passed away at Derbecker's Heritage 
House in St. Jacobs on Friday, March 1, 2019, in his 78th year.

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N

Weppler, Madeline Marie 
Marie passed away on Wednesday, 
March 6, 2019, in her 94th year, at 
Chartwell Elmira Long Term Care 
Residence. Beloved wife of the late 
Lorne Weppler (February 4, 2019), the 
love of her life for 68 years. Loving 
mother of Susan (Harold Kenyon), 
Anne Weppler-Lowe, Margaret (Basil 
Zafiriou), Roger Weppler and Richard 
Weppler. Grandma to Laura (Jeremy 
Holmes), Andrew Lowe, Stamatia 
Zafiriou, John Zafiriou, Arete Zafiriou, 
Elizabeth Kenyon and Matthew 
Kenyon. Great-grandma to Colton and 
Charlotte Holmes. Predeceased by her 
parents, Dr. J.R. “Jack” and Connie 
(Davis) Simmons, her aunt Madeline 
LeDrew, daughter-in-law Marie ‘Ernie’ 
Weppler, and Winston Rampersad. 
Marie was born in Belleville on June 
16, 1925. Marie’s father was the village 
doctor in Frankford, ON. She moved 
to Elmira in 1929, where she resided 
most of her life, and married Lorne 
in 1950. Interment will take place 
in the family plot in Elmira Union 
Cemetery. A celebration of Marie’s 
life will be held at a later date. Many 
thanks to the staff at Chartwell for 
their compassionate care over the last 
six years. Arrangements entrusted to 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

See something happen? Have the 
inside line on a story?   Let us know!

GET IT IN THEGot a great tip?

observerxtra.com/tips
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

United Way Waterloo Region Communities has 
launched “United As One,” a corporate challenge 
to local business leaders and influencers to step up 
to help meet people’s basic needs, break down the 
barriers that hold them back, and help them take 
meaningful steps toward a better future. It was 
prompted by a $10,000 donation made by Gore Mu-
tual Insurance Company in response to United Way’s 
annual holiday giving campaign.

K-W Oktoberfest named Tim Beckett as its new pres-
ident for 2019-2020 festivals at the group’s annual 
general meeting this week. He takes over from Margo 
Jones. “We must restore Kitchener-Waterloo Okto-
berfest as the destination festival, ensuring that we 
can attract fest-goers locally, regionally, provincially, 
nationally and internationally,” he said in taking up 
the post.

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Do expensive vehicle repairs always seem to 
come when you’re not financially prepared 
for them? We are always willing to sit down 
and talk to you about our programs we can 
offer you. Together we can ease the burden 
of vehicle repair bills and help you keep your 
vehicle well maintained.
 – Leroy

A UNITED GOAL AN EYE ON OKTOBER

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The Queensland Cyclones got in some practice time early in the week as they prepped to take on local hockey teams. The Australian hockey players are billeting with Milverton families over the week 
as they participate in a range of games, tournaments and training camps. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

From Down Under to the Great White North
BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Nobody, it’s fair to say, 
quite loves hockey the way 
Canadians do, but that’s 
not to say the game doesn’t 
enjoy a wide level of sup-
port around the world. 
Trading the Gold Coast for 
the much colder Canadian 
countryside, the players of 
the Queensland Cyclones 
are spending the week in 
Canada, where they will 
be playing local teams and 
sharing in all things hock-
ey. 

The team, which touched 
down last weekend, is be-
ing billeted by families in 
Milverton and area, who 
are hosting the crew of 31 
bantam and peewee play-
ers, along with 15 accompa-
nying adults. 

“The kids are having a 
great time,” said Cyclones 
co-founder Mike Harrow, 
who sparked the idea for 
the trip. Harrow lived in 
Milverton before moving 
to Australia, where his love 
for the winter sport helped 
form the Cyclones.

“We've got a lot of kids in 
our group that have never 
seen snow before. A lot of 
kids have never been out-
side of Australia. And a lot 
of kids that love hockey, 
but have never been in a 
hockey country before. So 
the kids are having a great 
time,” he added.

The team will be sharing 
ice with the Centre Perth 
Predators, as well as the 
teams in Listowel, Mild-
may and Stratford over the 
week. The team will also 
be at an upcoming training 
camp in London, as well 
as participating in tourna-

ments in Goderich and Luc-
know. In between ice time, 
the team will have plenty of 
chances to experience Ca-
nadian life with their billet 
families, as well as pick up 
some hockey gear to take 
home with them.

“There's four of us being 
billeted to one family, and 
they have three kids of their 
own that also play hockey,” 
said 12-year-old Cyclones 
player Brandon Evdokimov. 
“It's cool. And there's snow 

everywhere, which is amaz-
ing.”

Evdokimov has been 
playing the sport for four 
years, but sees the trip as a 
chance to test his abilities 
against a new set of players, 
as well as pick up new skills 
and experiences along the 
way. “Mainly just to get 
better, and honestly this is 
just an amazing experience 
to travel overseas with my 
friends. Yeah, it's a good 
experience.”

Group of young Australian players get a taste of Canadian hockey – and winter – in visit to Milverton

“It's just an experience 
for our kids, once in a life 
time,” said Nicole Harrow, 
who was one of several 
parents of the players to 
accompany the team. “Ice 
hockey in Australia, there's 
not a lot of rinks, not a lot 
of opportunities for them 
to train and learn with spe-
cialist coaching. So I think 
being able to come over 
and experience different 
coaches and different cul-
tures in the home hockey, I 

think is a really wonderful 
opportunity for them.”

The Township of Perth 
East also played a role in 
helping the team find billet 
families willing to open 
their homes to the team.

“We've previously been a 
billet family for the Austra-
lians when they came down 
to play baseball, and we 
had a very good experience 
with them and think it's 
a great opportunity,” said 
Mike Hall, a Milverton res-

ident who, along with his 
family, is hosting one of the 
Queensland players.

“We're lucky enough, 
we have four daughters. 
And so we ended up with 
a girl from New Zealand, 
a 13-year-old girl. And our 
oldest daughter is 13,” said 
Hall. “They got along great. 
We took them out ice skat-
ing at an outdoor rink last 
night. She's a real nice girl 
and its going to be a good 
experience.”
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 
open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 
advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 
to be made online at www.observerxtra.com/event-list.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

MARCH 10

 � HUNGRYMAN'S  BREAKFAST, 8:30 A.M. - 1 P.M. AT ELMIRA 
Legion, 11 First St. E. All you can eat, adult $6; children 6 -1 
0 $3; 5 and under free. In support of Superstars Baton Club. 

MARCH 12

 � HUGS. TEACHING BABY SIGN LANGUAGE - TEACHING 
babies to communicate before they can speak. 9:30 a.m. to 
11 a.m. at Woolwich Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

MARCH 13

 � SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING AT CALVARY UNITED 
Church, St. Jacobs. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for lunch, fellowship and entertainment, $12. 
Please call 519-664-1900 by noon March 11 to sign up.

 � FARM & HOME SAFETY SPRING RALLY. FOCUS WILL BE ON 
working in confined spaces, travelling on roads with farm 
equipment and occupational health & safety rules for 
farmers. Bring the family for this fee event 7:30 p.m. to 9 
p.m., Woolwich Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

MARCH 14

 � EVERGREEN SENIORS' FELLOWSHIP AT WOODSIDE 
Church, Elmira at 10:30 a.m.. "Images and Stories From 
Nature" with Merri-Lee Metzger, Photographer. Spiritual 
encouragement with Pastor Paul Westerholm. Music: Emily 
Schlueter. $7 donation includes hot lunch.

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT BRESLAU COMMUNITY 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Please call 519-
664-1900 by March 11to sign up.

 � NEW HORIZONS FOR SENIORS, BOOMERS AND ZOOMERS 
will meet at 58 St. Charles St. E, Maryhill - guest, Jean 
Horne( race walker) Topic - There is No Stopping Her. 
Admission 2 dollars. Contact -jehaid@netflash.net

 � 80 BY 50: TRANSFORMING WATERLOO REGION  JOIN 
Climate Action WR from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Elmira 
Public Library to hear about its collaborative two-year 
project that will build capacity with municipalities and 
engage community members. This presentation will 
explore Waterloo Region's progress on climate action to 
date and plans on developing a new climate action plan for 
reaching the Region's 80% emissions reduction target by 
2050. Come out to hear about opportunities to engage with 
us over the next two years!  

MARCH 18

 � ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SPEAKER 
Janet Cox (from John’s Nursery) “Pruning and Bed 
Preparation” at Trinity United Church, 21 Arthur St. N., 
Elmira. 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Non-members $2. New members 
welcome!

 � COMMUNICATION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION 
(rescheduled)  6:30 p.m. to 8:30 pm. Learn tips for 
clarifying your goals in a dispute & how to generate win-
win solutions, especially in situation in which mental health 
concerns may be involved. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, St. Jacobs.

MARCH 19

 � TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.. Roast pork, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, bread, vegetables, salad, chocolate oven pudding 
with ice cream, beverage $12 per person.

 � SAFETALK IS A SUICIDE ALERTNESS TRAINING THAT 
prepares anyone 15 or older to become a suicide-alert 
helper. 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

CHEF'S TABLE

A tasty way to get  
‘em to eat their broccoli

Mmmm, who 
doesn’t love broc-
coli? OK, who 

doesn’t love a nice, hot 
muffin? Either way, you 
probaly can’t go wrong by 
combining the two.

These Savoury Broccoli 
and Cheese Muffins offer a 
twist on the classic morn-
ing quick-fix for those on 
the run. In fact, they can 
probably do double duty 
as lunch, making a nice 
change from sandwiches.

Out of fresh broccoli? Use 
frozen, thawed broccoli in a 
pinch. Out of broccoli com-
pletely, or prefer something 
else? Try your favourite 
vegetable and cheese com-
bination – instead of broc-
coli and cheddar, how about 
cauliflower and Asiago?

Make a double batch and 
keep some of these muffins 
for later. Cool muffins, and 
wrap individually in plas-
tic wrap. Store in airtight 
container in fridge for up to 
three days or in freezer for 
up to two weeks. Warm in 
microwave before serving.

As a heart-healthy op-
tion, try using less of the 
ingredients that are high 
in added sodium, sugars or 
saturated fat. Adding salt 
or sugars directly to your 
recipe? Remember, a little 

often goes a long way.

Savoury Broccoli 
and Cheese 
Muffins

1 cup all-purpose flour with add-
ed bran or whole wheat flour
1/2 cup fine cornmeal
1/3 cup wheat germ
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. baking soda
1 cup 0% fat plain Greek 
yogurt
1/3 cup skim milk
1 egg
2 Tbsp. canola oil
1 cup chopped broccoli florets
3/4 cup shredded light old 
cheddar cheese

1. In a large bowl, combine 
flour, cornmeal, wheat germ, 
baking powder and baking 
soda; set aside.

2. In another bowl, whisk to-
gether yogurt, milk, egg and oil. 
Pour over flour mixture and stir 
to combine. Stir in broccoli and 
cheese. (Batter will be thick.)

3. Lightly spray or paper-line 10 
muffin cups. Scoop batter into 
each and bake in preheated 
200°C (400°F) oven for about 12 
minutes or until golden and firm 
to the touch. Let cool slightly 
before removing from pan.

We have photos to share.

GET IT IN THE

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints

GOOD TIMES
VISITORS
GOODBYES
PERFORMANCES
CELEBRATIONS
GET TOGETHERS
EVENTS
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BRAIN FOOD

Starting with kidneys, we've expanded the transplant options

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

Q.  Take a look at the paper 
currency in your purse 
or wallet and notice that, 
except for the $1 bill, the 
$5, $10, $20, and higher 
amounts have larger 
portraits, more colorful 
backgrounds and embed-
ded security details.  Why 
has the $1 bill remained 
virtually unchanged since 
1929?

     A.  The decision to rede-
sign a paper currency stems 
primarily from the security 
needs of the nation and 
the concern about counter-
feiting, says Dan Lewis on 
his “Now I Know” website.  
Older bills lack the security 
features of the newer ones, 
making them easier to fake.  

For larger denominations 
that’s a big problem, but it’s 
questionable if the same is 
true for smaller bills like the 
$1.  Imagine trying to buy a 
television with all singles; it 
would take a stack more than 
2” tall to equal $500.
     And there’s a second 
reason why the $1 hasn’t 
been updated: The National 
Automatic Merchandising 
Association, a trade organi-
zation and lobbying arm of 
vending machine owners, 
opposes any change, since 
vending machines take $1 
bills, and the reader on those 
machines is built for the 
current $1 configuration.  
“Whenever the Treasury 
floats some ideas for a 
new George, the vending 

ACROSS
1. Defeat
5. Anatomical sac
10. Star bursts
15. Is the moon made of 

green cheese?
16. Ciggy gunk
18. Insect warrior
20. Helium to air
23. Piece pricing
24. Nut command
25. Cashew, e.g.
26. Well, this ___ pickle!
27. All excited
29. Priceless, for all in China
31. Us, together
32. Jaywalking, e.g.
34. Scarce element
37. Thinking, __side  

the box
38. Utterly spent
40. The shape of the 

world
42. "That was a close 

one!"

43. Goes for the gold?
45. "___ the night 

before ..."
48. Legal, chute, bola
49. Muhammad's white 

horse
50. Agonize insect
51. Pearly portal
52. Done with deftness 

and precision
53. Bohemian
54. Clandestine  

maritime org.
55. Done with presence 

of mind
56. Re-botch
57. Hook-up over text
59. The "one" in a one-

two
60. Bickerer in the "Iliad"
61. Annexes
62. Exec
63. Tax as you go
64. "The ___" Trekking 

William, affectionately

DOWN
1. Separates
2. Corrupt
3. To the ___ degree
4. Trekking Spiner, 

nominatively
6. Used to welcome 

the huddled masses
7. Salmon spawn
8. Bluish gray
9. Nauseum, copy, 

astra
10. "He moves like 

them!"
11. Binary choice
12. Barn topper
13. Supreme sky god in 

Mesopotamia
14. Northumbrian 

beastie
17. Chop it down, it 

came back
19. Speak bravely
21. Yellow Ganesha
22. Big laugh

28. Mogwai, fed after 
midnight

30. With gusto and joy
31. Iota
33. Autumn color
35. Like some mush-

rooms
36. Fro companion
39. Mauna ___
41. Little person
44. "O Sanctissima," e.g.
46. The "A" of ABM
47. Charon's river
48. Calphalon product
49. ___ Khan
51. Magog inhabitant
52. "__ you were"
53. P-, fl-, r-, m-. So easy 

to word it.
58. Egyptian Goddess of 

the home
59. Zoophyte: Vegeta-

ble Lamb of Tartary
60. Basically a clasp.

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

machine lobby fights back — 
successfully to date.”
     Concludes Lewis: “So long 
as people like potato chips, 
sodas and candy bars, expect 
the bill to remain as is — 
unless someone figures out a 
profitable way to counterfeit 
George Washingtons.”
 
     Q.  In 1954, the first suc-
cessful kidney transplant 
was performed, and with-
in some 15 years, the liver, 
the heart and the pancreas 
followed.  Now, after 10 
failures, a breakthrough 
implant involving a 
deceased organ donor has 
been achieved.  What is the 
organ?

     A.  The uterus.  The recipi-

ent was a 32-year-old woman 
born without a uterus due to 
a rare genetic disorder, the 
donor a 45-year-old who had 
died of a brain hemorrhage, 
reports “New Scientist” mag-
azine.  Surgeons in Brazil 
spent 10 1/2 hours connect-
ing veins, arteries, ligaments 
and the vaginal canal, after 
which the recipient was 
given immunosuppressant 
drugs and others.  Once 

the organ was successfully 
incorporated, the woman 
received her own fertilized 
eggs produced from in-vitro 
fertilization.
     After 35 weeks and three 
days, a healthy baby girl 
weighing 2.55 kilograms (5.6 
pounds) was born by caesar-
ean section.  During delivery, 
the uterus was removed so 
that the immunosuppressant 
therapy could be ended.
     Commenting on the lack 
of live donors, Brazilian team 
leader Dani Ejzenberg said, 
“The use of deceased donors 
could greatly broaden access 
to this treatment.”
     
     Q.  Bloodletting, loboto-
my, cautery, and enemas 
are just some of the “tools” 

used in the past to slice, 
dice, douse and drain the 
human body in the name 
of “curing” it.  What was 
behind the “water cure” 
touted in the 1990s?

     A.  “Our modern medical 
advice to drink ‘eight glasses 
of water a day’ originates 
from hydropathy treat-
ments…” but some quacks 
took this good idea and 
pushed it to excess, say Lydia 
Kang MD and Nate Peder-
sen in “Quackery:  A Brief 
History of the Worst Ways to 
Cure Everything.”  In his 1992 
book, “Your Body’s Many 
Cries for Water,” Dr. Ferey-
doon Batmanghelidj claimed 
that “dehydration was the 
cause of ‘many painful de-
generative diseases, asthma, 
allergies, hypertension, 
excess body weight, and 
some emotional problems, 
including depression.’  The 
cure?  Drink water.  A lot of 
water.”  Eight glasses?  Try 
thirty.  [DON’T!]  
     The physician drew on his 
own experience as a political 
prisoner in Iran where he 
treated his fellow inmates; 
lacking proper medical tools, 
he turned to water, the only 
thing available.  Pain, he 
argued, was the body’s way 
of calling out for more water.  
Though his claims had no 
scientific basis, his book 
became a bestseller in the 
1990s and remains in print 
and popular today.

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 
published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 
outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H
WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

10: 45 am Worship Service

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Jesus Is The True King

Sunday, March 10th

10:45 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Fred Lichti preaching

Lent 1

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

Looking for a faith community that's close to home? Start here. If you want to see your church listed here and 
want to reach over 12,000 homes every week call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext104.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Naturescaping 
seminar series

FREE

Register now for any of five seminars the Region is holding to give ideas 
on how to create beautiful outdoor spaces without much water use.

 Saturday, March 30,  10 - 11:30 a.m.  
RIM Park, Waterloo 
Edible Perennials with Owen Reeves
Back by popular demand! Outdoor and garden expert Owen Reeves, 
from the Marilyn Denis TV Show, will tell us how to grow your own 
food using perennial plants and trees that are easy to care for and 
look great! Come learn about adding new flavours to your garden.

Tuesday, April 2,  7:30 - 9 p.m.   
Cambridge Centre for the Arts 
Lush Lawns and Landscapes with Dr. Michael Brownbridge
Healthy lawns boost your wellbeing and happiness, and add value 
to your home, but can also require a lot of work! Dr. Brownbridge, 
from the Vineland Research and Innovation Centre, will share his 
insights into the latest turf science, and why grass matters in urban 
landscapes.

Sunday, April 14,  2 - 3:30 p.m.   
Stanley Park Community Centre, Kitchener 
20+ Bulletproof Plants with Sean James
Gardening can be challenging, but even plants in tough conditions 
can thrive – you just need to know the right plants! We’ll look at 
different situations and what plants do best in them. (The original 
request was for 20 plants, but we couldn’t keep it to just that number!)

Saturday, April 27,  10 - 11:30 a.m.   
St Jacobs Country Gardens 
Tackling Shade with Robert Pavlis
What do you do in a shady spot? What about a dry, shady spot 
under maples? What will grow under walnut trees? Explore the 
world of shade gardening, and learn about some lesser-known 
plants that can brighten up those darker areas.

Tuesday, April 30,  7:30 - 9 p.m.  
The Aud, Kitchener (Wright Auto Lounge) 
Simply Shrubs with Sean James
Shrubs can add beauty and ease to your landscape. We’ll talk about 
some of the best shrubs for all types of gardens, from rain gardens 
through shade and sun. This seminar will focus on natives and 
nativars (cultivars of native plants), and will look at tolerance to soil 
types as well.

Register at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/conservation or call 519-575-4400.

Attend this informative free session where you can
participate in discussions and get questions answered. 

Presented by Katarina Milicic, ClimateActionWR

Thursday, March 14, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Elmira Branch: 65 Arthur St. S., Elmira, ON

Attend this informative free session where you can
participate in discussions and get questions answered. 

Presented by Katarina Milicic, ClimateActionWR

Climate Change in Waterloo Region:
What is our local progress and

what are the plans for the future?

Register by phone 519-669-5477, at the branch, or online at www.rwlibrary.caRegister by phone 519-669-5477, at the branch, or online at www.rwlibrary.ca

FREE

EVENT

WOOLWICH WILD PEEWEE B TAKE GRETZKY SILVER

HEIDELBERG'S KARATE KIDS 

The Woolwich Wild peewee BB team brought home the silver from the Walter Gretzky Tournament in Brantford over the 
weekend. [SUBMITTED]

Heidelberg's Schweitzer's Martial Arts' students have been very busy. During the past couple months, many of the students tested for, and achieved their next 
belt.  In February, a team of students traveled to Listowel to attend the Ontario Karate Circuit's February Shiai (small tournament).  Christopher Lavigne placed 
third in 9-10 years novice belt sparring and fourth in 9-10 years novice chanbara (padded sword fighting).  Logan Davidson won first in 13-17 years novice belt 
sparring, chanbara and weapons. Kylee Jantzi took secnds in 9-10 years novice belt sparring and chanbara. Tyson Jantzi won first in 6-year-old novice chanbara 
and second in 6-year-old novice kata; and Nate Bulgin brought home second in 6 year-old-novice belt sparring and 3rd in 6 year old novice chanbara. Left, back 
row: Everest Van Der Molen, Cheyenne Van Der Molen, Myla Vanlochem, Tobias Vanlochem, Christopher Lavigne. Front row: Kylee Jantzi, Sam Elson, Tyson Jant-
zi. Middle, Shelby Bauman, Sadie Bauman. Right, back row: Christopher Lavigne, Logan Davidson, Kylee Jantzi. Front row: Tyson Jantzi, Nate Bulgin.
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

THIS WEEKS
 DEALS!

IN STOCK

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT
67

/ LIN FT
67

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE 
BASEBOARDS

IN STOCK

SLATE
LEDGESTONE

$397
REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

from per sq ft

WOW! HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

RUSTIC MAPLE
SPC CLICK VINYL

$199
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

from per sq ft

4.5MM THICK!

IN STOCK

ENGINEERED CLICK
HARDWOOD

$299
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

from per sq ft

HANDSCRAPED!

IN STOCK

12MM THICK
LAMINATE

$147
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

RANDOM LENGTHS

IN STOCK

6MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

MARCH 7-10 4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 9-6 10-5

IN STOCK

PATTERNED 
TILES NEW!

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

FLOOR OR WALL

ALL 
BACKSPLASH

NO 
TAX
OVER 200 STYLES

IN STOCK! 

iPad 2
16 GB

$9999
  reg.
$13999

iPad 4
32 GB

$22999

T420

$24999
  reg.
$299

i5 2540m 2.6 ghz 
8 gig x 320 gig 7 pro 

T430

$29999
  reg.
$399

i5 3320m 2 ghz 
8 gig x 500 gig 7 pro 

T440s

$599  reg.
$699

i7 4600u 2.1 ghz
8 gig x 160 gig SSD 10 pro

T450s

$699  reg.
$799

i7 5600u 2.6 ghz
8 gig x 256 gig SSD 10 pro

Lenovo
Thinkpads

APPLE
MacBook Air

$49999
  reg.
$54999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
11" screen • Mojave OS
 

APPLE
MacBook Air

$59999
  reg.
$69999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
13" screen • Mojave OS
 

Wow! $100 Off!

Laptops,
iPads,

MacBooks

Second
Location  920 St. David St. N.

FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16 GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32 GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HP ProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE 
MacBook Pro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-

 112 Bonnie Cres. (at Union)
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

Bring in your repairs or
call for on site service.

We fix all brands!

www.realitybytescomputers.com

 � KINGS: Hoping to even up the series and stay alive
FROM 12

power play and again at 17 
minutes to make it 5-3. But 
just 23 seconds before the 
buzzer, Figueira (J. Good-
win) slotted in a sixth point 
to make it 6-3 for the final 
20 minutes of play. The 
final frame would see each 
team add another point to 
the total,  with Ivan Brewer 
(Dubecki) potting Elmira’s 
seventh goal on an empty 
net.

Winning their second 
straight game on the road 
by a landslide, the Kings 
returned home Sunday for 
game 4, where they suf-
fered their second straight 
loss on Elmira ice. Kitch-
ener clinched this game by 
a narrow 2-1 margin, with 
the deciding goal coming 
ten minutes into the final 
frame on a power play.

There was no scoring to 
be had in the first, but just 
25 seconds into the second 
the Dutchmen found their 
mark on a power play. Kirk 
(J. Goodwin, Cameron) 
responded at 2:32, knotting 
the two teams up well into 
the third, when Dutchmen 
Kole Scott slotted the game 
winning goal at 10:30 on a 
power play.

With both teams stand-
ing at two wins and two 
losses heading into Tues-

day’s game five, the Kings 
saw their fortunes tumble 
as Kitchener won their first 
game of the series on home 
ice.

Elmira claimed the first 
two goals of this match, 
going up 2-0 before Kitch-
ener made a comeback. J. 
Goodwin (Azzano) potted 
the first goal 6:38 into the 
first, followed by a Bur-
ley (Figueira, Dubecki) 
4:20 into the second on a 
short-handed play.

Up 2-0, the Kings saw 
their lead begin to slip as 
the Dutchmen began to 
even the count. A power 
play marker at 6:35 in the 
second made it 2-1, while 
the scoreboards were knot-
ted at 11 minutes.

The final goal of the 
evening, and the game de-
ciding shot, followed from 
Kitchener’s Harrison on a 
power play three minutes 
into the final frame. Up 3-2 
with 17 more minutes on 
the clock, the Dutchmen 
held the lead over Elmira 
for the remainder of the 
match, earning Kitchener 
a crucial third win in the 
series.

The two teams met for 
game six last night at the 
Woolwich arena, where the 
Kings were now a loss away 
from elimination. A win at 
last night’s game, howev-
er, will see the Kings and 
Dutchmen fight it out in a 
final game seven on Satur-
day at the Kitchener arena.

Elmira’s Anthony Azzano keeps his eyes on the prize during game action at  the 
WMC. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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