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WHEN YOU WISH 
UPON A STAR: 
A TRIP TO DISNEY

Watch Ontario's Best Men & Women Curlers 
compete at the 2019 Provincial Curling Championships
Watch Ontario's Best Men & Women Curlers 
compete at the 2019 Provincial Curling Championships

Tickets & Information: www.curlonchamps.ca

Jan. 27 - Feb. 3 at Woolwich Memorial Centre

STEVE KANNON

VERONICA REINER

JOINING OTHER MUNICI-
PALITIES IN the region, 
Woolwich is opting in to 
the province’s marijuana 
plan, allowing the option of 
retail cannabis sales in the 
township. 

Meeting this week, 
councillors determined the 
benefits of having some 
control over the process 
outweigh the potential 
downside. Municipalities 
have until January 22 to de-
cide whether they’re in or 
out on the new provincial 
guidelines adopted by the 
Ford government follow-
ing the federal legalization 
of cannabis that went into 
effect in October.

“Permitting provincially-
licensed retail stores would 
provide a safer alternative to 
the illegal market. As well, 
with retail occurring online 
regardless of any municipal 
decision, staff believe that 
allowing the retail cannabis 

Woolwich opts 
in to province’s 
plan to allow 
retail cannabis 
location in twp.

COUNCIL / WOOLWICH

stores would help achieve 
the objectives of protecting 
youth, protecting health 
and safety, and preventing 
illicit activity,” said chief 
administrative officer David 
Brenneman in a report pre-
sented to council Tuesday 
night.

By opting in, the town-
ship will get a share of 
some $40 million the 
province has earmarked for 
municipalities to help with 
the transition to retail can-
nabis stores. Based on the 
per-capita formula, Wool-
wich expects $11,463 in the 
first installment.

Given that the product 
is now legal, most council-
lors seemed resigned to the 
new reality, despite some 
reservations about the 
health and social impacts. 

“I’m not sure stores are a 
good fit for our community 
and the values we uphold 
in Woolwich,” said Coun. 
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Mary Feldskov, chair of Trinity United’s leadership team,  in front of the current church set for demolition and conversion. The redevelopment plan will feature a 40-unit apartment building, 
smaller worship space, meeting spaces and offices.  [VERONICA REINER  / THE OBSERVER]

LONGSTANDING PLANS TO 
CONVERT the Trinity Unit-
ed Church property into 
a residential-based multi-
purpose space are likely to 
soon bear fruit. The church 
group expects the structure 
to be demolished and con-
struction of a new building 
to start within the next year 
and half.

The redevelopment proj-
ect will feature a 40-unit 
apartment building, small-
er worship space, meeting 
spaces, and offices. 

“We want to utilize the 

Trinity 
United 
Church 
moving 
ahead with 
plans to 
redevelop 
the site

space in a more meaning-
ful way, because you have 
a church building that is 
very large, and the most 
activity it sees is a Sunday 
morning,” said Trinity 
United’s Susan Belnarov-
ics. “Throughout the week, 
various rooms get rented 
out to community groups. 
But in general, it’s a large 
space that’s empty, and we 
wanted to use it more ef-
ficiently.”

There are several steps 
the group needs to take 
before the project can 
move forward, hence the 
lengthier timeline.

“So we’re just currently 
in negotiations with West 
Development, a develop-
ment group who will start 
construction,” said Mary 
Feldskov, chair of the 
group’s leadership team. 
“There’s some work that 
needs to be done from a 
legal perspective and get-
ting the appropriate zoning 
clearances from the town-
ship and that sort of thing.”

The group also has an 
additional property at the 
back of the church, which 
was a former manse. While 
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HOURS: 
MON-WED 9:30-5:30
THURS-FRI 9:30-7:00

SAT 9:30-5:00
1 Union St., Elmira

THE SHOPS AT ROXTON www.elmiragiftoutlet.com
519-669-3072 MON-WED 519-669-3072519-669-3072
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50% OFF
REGULAR PRICE

INCLUDES: HATS, MITTS, SCARVES, GLOVES, ETC

PLEASE NOTE: WE ARE NOW CLOSING AT 5PM SATURDAYSPLEASE NOTE: WE ARE NOW CLOSING AT 5PM SATURDAYS

Your      
Catholic Elementary Schools: 

Saint Boniface (Maryhill) 519.648.2832 
Saint Clement 519.699.5271 
Saint Teresa (Elmira) 519.669.8843 

 Your     
 Catholic Secondary School:  

Saint David Catholic Secondary 
519.885.1340 

w w w.w c d s b . c a  

Come Experience The Difference...
CALL TO REGISTER TODAY!

Registration Info: www.wcdsb.ca/our-schools/register-for-school/

French Immersion: www.wcdsb.ca/programs-and-services/fsl/

Woolwich residents 
can expect taxes to jump 
another 3.75 per cent this 
year under a budget plan 
now under deliberation at 
township council.

The proposed increase 
discussed as special bud-
get meetings got under-
way last week amounts 
to about $32 a year on the 
township portion of the 
tax bill, based on an aver-
age home with an assessed 
value of $379,000.

Along with a two per 
cent increase in the base 
tax rate, the new target in-
cludes special levies of 1.5 
per cent for infrastructure 
projects and 0.5 per cent for 
greening initiatives such a 
planting new trees.

The extra revenue will 
be joined by an increase in 
growth that’s expected to 
hit 2.3 per cent, essentially 
leading to an extra six per 
cent for township coffers. 
That’s offset, however, by 
a forecasted decrease in 
provincial grants and lower 
dividends from Waterloo 
North Hydro, warns direc-
tor of finance Richard Peth-
erick.

With all the numbers 
bandied about at the first 
of four scheduled public 
meetings to discuss the 
2019 budget, there was 
little input from councillors 
about the tax increases or 
overall spending.

The upward trend was 
troubling to Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan, however, who 
suggested a report card to 
trace the decisions made 
by council and the results 
of ever-increasing budgets 
over at least the term of 
council. The goal would be 

Woolwich eyes 3.75% tax 
hike for 2019 budget
Council holds first of special budget meetings, though 
little deliberation seen thus far

STEVE KANNON to increase accountability 
by setting metrics to deter-
mine how the money was 
spent and to what value, 
he said.

“The decisions we make 
are why the operating 
budgets go up,” he said, 
noting spending has reper-
cussions down the road, 
compounding the budget 
as seen over the last term of 
council. “Every decision we 
made four years ago was a 
million-dollar decision.”

Fellow councillors 
agreed with the idea, sug-
gesting the metrics be 
meaningful, though not 
defining what would be 
measured.

Coun. Scott McMillan 
called it “an excellent 
idea,” noting the township 
has to be able to track and 
measure its “agreed-upon 
priorities.”

Using the last term of 
council as a measure, the 
township’s operating bud-
get was $13.8 million in 
2014. For 2019, the budget-
ed amount is $17.1 million, 
a 23 per cent increase over 
what the previous council 
inherited. 

In 2014, the township 
portion of the property bill 
was $679 for the average 
homeowner. Four years 
later, it was $855, some 26 
per cent more. 

Such tracking over time 
is essential to avoid making 
decisions in isolation, Mer-
lihan said.

Over a longer term, 
Woolwich’s operating 
budget was $8.9 million 
in 2008, with average 
household taxes of $481. 
A decade later, the new 
budget’s operating target 
is 92 per cent higher, while 
the forecasted $889 hit to 

homeowners represents an 
85 per cent increase.

For the January 10 meet-
ing, councillors approved 
in principle the budgets for 
the chief administrative 
officer’s department, the 
clerk’s division, finance 
and the fire department. 

In reviewing the CAO’s 
budget, Merlihan suggest-
ed leaving the economic 
development position 
vacant during an upcom-
ing maternity leave, noting 
the position is essentially 
one of relationships that 
couldn’t be developed in 
the short term of a tem-
porary hire. He said the 
savings could be used to 
offset some of the spending 
increases.

The idea got little trac-
tion, however, though 
Mayor Sandy Shantz sug-
gested perhaps shifting to 
a part-time position for the 
duration. But McMillan 
argued the decision should 
be left to staff, rather than 
council.

“I think we have to be 
able to trust our CAO to 
make a decision about 
staffing at this level. I don’t 
mean that in an insulting 
way at all, but if we can’t 
trust our CAO to make a 
decision about staffing at 
this level, then we’ve prob-
ably got bigger issues than 
who’s filling in the job,” he 
said. “I would be on board 
with whatever the plan of 
staff is.” 

The larger budgets, 
particularly engineering 
and planning, recreation 
and capital projects are 
slated to be discussed at 
upcoming sessions tonight 
(Thursday) and January 24 
in Woolwich council cham-
bers.

NO STRANGER TO COLLISIONS

Traffic was slowed January 11 after a blue Chevrolet Cobalt rear-ended another vehicle near the St. Jacobs roundabout on Arthur Street. 
[VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

IDENTIFYING A GAP BE-
TWEEN a growing youth 
population in the region’s 
townships and the services 
available to them, local 
agencies will be turning a 
foundation grant into im-
proved offerings. 

The Woolwich Com-
munity Health Centre 
(WCHC), in partnership 
with the Woolwich Com-
munity Services and Wilm-
ot Family Resource Centre, 
will be using funds from 
the Lyle S. Hallman Foun-
dation to start a new pro-
gram aimed at improving 
the lives of kids 6-12 years 
of age through the Rural 
Child Wellbeing Project.

“We will each be hir-
ing a child and youth 
leader,” said Lynda Kohler, 
program coordinator at 
WCHC. “This will not be 
a cookie-cutter approach; 
we wanted to look at each 
township uniquely because 
we know that there’s some 
really great programming 

Grant enables 
local agencies
to step up youth 
services in the 
four townships

VERONICA REINER happening, and we want to 
complement that.”

While the WCHC is cur-
rently in the hiring process, 
the organization expects to 
have the new staff in place 
for March 1. The increase 
in staff is in response to 
the increasing demand of 
health services. 

A rural youth and young 
adult assessment showed 
an increased number of 
youth aged 0-14 in the 2016 
census data and confirmed 
the rural youth population 
is growing faster than the 
urban areas. The study was 
carried out in Woolwich, 
Wellesley, Wilmot and 
North Dumfries.

In Woolwich Township, 
the population of youth 
aged 0-14 increased 21.1 
per cent, while Wellesley 
saw an increase of  26.6 per 
cent. Across the Region of 
Waterloo, the youth popu-
lation grew 17.8 per cent. 

“The agencies really do 
have a limited amount 

A grant from the Lyle S. Hallman Foundation will improve health services in the area, 
including those offered by Lynda Kohler, program coordinator at the WCHC, Trisha 
Robinson, executive director of Wilmot Family Resource Centre, and Kelly Christie of 
Woolwich Community Services. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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A TEACHER, WRITER, RA-
CONTEUR – and someone 
who always had a joke at 
the ready – Allen D. Mar-
tin came to be known by 
many people in the area. It 
was no surprise, then, that 
there were plenty of stories 
as part of the outpouring 
that followed his death last 
week.

A man with a wealth of 
talents and a determination 
to share them all, Martin’s 
indefatigable zest for life 
would be steadily tempered 
by the relentless onset of 
the neurodegenerative 
Parkinson’s Disease. Di-
agnosed at age 50, Martin 
would continue to fight the 
exacting illness for the rest 
his life, until his passing on 
January 9 at age 75.

“He always imagined 
what could be, and how 
things could be even bet-
ter than they were, even if 
they were good, and made 
the most of every minute 
that he was breathing,” said 
Sherri Martin-Carman, Al-
len’s daughter. “And that 
was a real testimony to the 
people who remembered 
him this week.”

There are many who 
would have come to know 
Martin early in their lives, 
during his lengthy tenure 
as an educator at Linwood 
Public School. Others 
would have crossed paths 
with him, knowingly or 
otherwise, at their most 
dire times, when Martin 
served as a firefighter with 
the Floradale station.

Many still would have 
had Martin with them in 
their best moments, at their 
weddings and surrounded 
by family, where he lent his 
skill as a photographer. He 
would have been there at 
most solemn moments too, 
at the Floradale Menno-
nite Church, where Martin 
would often lead the chorus 
and graced the audience 
with his voice. And there 
are some who might have 

FAISAL ALI

Allen D. Martin succumbs to lengthy illness
A teacher, writer, fi refi ghter and active church member, Martin’s many roles 
slipped away to Parkinson’s Disease, which claimed him last week at 75

become acquainted with 
the man at the breakfast 
table, in the pages of this 
very newspaper, where 
Martin wrote a column, 
“My Side of the Dam,” for 
several years.

He would have been so 
much to so many people in 
his branching life, and yet 
he was so much more than 
the sum of those parts, his 
daughter contends.

“You can talk about roles 
he had, that was often how 
people described him. So 
you might say a teacher, 
a father, a firefighter, a 
photographer, a musician, 
an artist. There might be 
words that first come to 
mind that more have to do 
with the roles he played in 
people’s lives,” said Martin-
Carman.

However, as the Parkin-
son’s took its hold, gradu-
ally, one by one, those roles 
slipped away. Martin retired 
from his teaching career. 
Similarly, his time with the 
Woolwich Fire Department 
came to an end. Writing 
started to become difficult 
too; first his penmanship 
and eventually his column 
became casualties to ad-
vancing illness.

“I think what we remind-
ed ourselves is those roles 
didn’t define my dad,” said 

Martin-Carman. One by 
one, the ephemeral parts of 
his life fell away, but what 
endured was the strength 
of his character, the lives he 
impacted. 

She recalls how former 
students of his would re-
member him not for the 
title he held, but rather for 
the way that he motivated 
and inspired them.

“They remember lessons 
he taught them in science 
and how he brought science 
alive. They said he was an 
inspiration: ‘I chose my ca-
reer in part because of what 
your dad taught me.’ And 
my mouth drops,” she said.

“So you could describe 
him as a mentor, an inspira-
tion, hard-worker, strength 
of character, someone 
who perseveres, and I 
think those are the quali-
ties that whether you have 
Parkinson’s for 25 years or 
not, those parts of him re-
mained.”

But maybe it’s the simple 
things that people would 
remember him by the most, 
such as how he was always 
quick with a joke. You could 
run into Allen at the bank, 
she said, and he was apt to 
open with a ‘Hey, did you 
hear about the one ... ’

“And that was a hard 
thing, as the Parkinson’s 

moved its way through 
him, that was harder and 
harder. Because the thing 
is it took his voice. Like his 
speaking voice and conver-
sational voice, pretty much 
by the end was nearly gone 
or if you could hear it, it 
was a very low volume,” she 
said.

It was just around Christ-
mas that her dad’s health 
took a sharp turn for the 
worse.

“That just continued and 
then we also realized he 
was not really able to sing 
anymore, and to me that 
was my sign. You know, 
‘OK dad. One of the last 
blessings that you had to 
give, the singing, is slipping 
away from you now too,’” 
said Martin-Carman.

“His last days were very 
peaceful. We had family 
surrounding him, and he 
just slipped away. And I 
didn’t want to keep him 
here any longer because I 
figured he’s got way more 
singing he can do up in 
Heaven. And he’s probably 
directing a choir of angels 
by now.

“He’d finished what he’d 
needed to do here, and I 
will miss him terribly, but I 
didn’t wish him to stay be-
cause it wasn’t going to get 
any easier.”

REMINISCENCES / LOCAL LIVES LIVED

A longtime teacher at Linwood Public School, Allen D. Martin wore many hats while being involved in a variety of aspects of community life 
in the townships.  [OBSERVER FILE PHOTO]
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If your New Year’s 
resolutions didn’t include 
spending less time fussing 
with your smart phone, 
at least while driving, 
you may want to consider 
adding it to the list: the 
province has jacked fines 
for distracted driving as of 
January 1.

Drivers caught using a 
handheld device will now 
be charged up to $1,000 
–double the previous fine 
of $490. Additional penal-
ties include three demerit 
points and a three-day 
license suspension. 

A second conviction 
within five years will cost 
up to $2,000, six demerit 
points and a seven-day 
license suspension, and 
a third and subsequent 
convictions result in fines 
up to $3,000, six demerit 
points, and a 30-day li-
cense suspension.

“Distracted driving is 
certainly one of the highest 
causes of collisions that we 

New fines, more enforcement 
in store for distracted drivers

Texting and driving, long a no-no, will earn even larger penalties as police move to enforce more stringent laws.

VERONICA REINER have in Ontario,” said Staff 
Sgt. Michael Hinsperger 
of the Waterloo Regional 
Police Service (WRPS). “It’s 
been an ongoing problem 
provincially for several 
years. It was changed just 
in January because I think 
provincially, they saw a 
need.”

WRPS laid 1381 distract-
ed driving charges in 2018 
alone. As the usage of cell 
phones increases, so does 
the number of associated 
incidents – deaths from 
distracted driving have 
doubled since 2000, police 
report.

When it comes to ticket-
ing drivers, what consti-
tutes distracted driving?

“Texting and talking on 
a cell phone are the most 
common ones,” said Hin-
sperger. “But it’s also hav-
ing handheld entertain-
ment device visible to the 
driver as well – a display 
screen, that sort of thing. 
So that might include the 
onboard small TV sets 
or the computer screen, 

anything like that is also a 
violation.”

Other things that divert 
a driver’s attention away 
from the road include 
eating, drinking, or even 
personal grooming while 
driving. This would be 
reflected in a careless driv-
ing charge, says Hinsperg-
er. There are exceptions 
to the rule under specific 
conditions.

“Having a GPS mounted 
in the vehicle and your 
route is displayed; that’s 
an exemption, so that’s not 
an offense,” said Hinsperg-
er. “The satellite tracking 
systems for commercial 
vehicles, those are exempt. 
So there’s a number of 
exemptions with respect 
to that as well. So it’s not a 
blanket violation.”

It is crucial to note that 
this rule applies when-
ever one is operating the 
vehicle, and there are no 
exemptions when the car 
is simply stopped.

“There’s this misconcep-
tion out there that because 

a vehicle is stopped – for 
instance, at a red light, a 
stop sign or an intersection 
– that now you can sud-
denly text,” said Hinsperg-
er. “That’s not the case. It’s 
just as much of a violation 
there as it is when you’re 
actually driving.”

He has a few tips for 
avoiding distractions.

“Just put the phone away 
when you’re driving, pe-
riod, and it shouldn’t be a 
problem,” said Hinsperger. 
“I know people who are 
tempted to use their cell 
phone actually put it in 
a bag and put it in the 
backseat or put it in the 
trunk. If you’re able to pull 
over on a safe place on the 
road where you’re lawfully 
parked, then you can use a 
cell phone and text.”

Other tips include pro-
gramming your route or 
starting your playlist be-
fore you begin your trip. 
Since texts increase the 
likelihood of an accident, 
they can wait until the end 
of the drive.

Murray Martin, noting 
Brenneman’s report didn’t 
mention the downside to 
the new order of things.

A key issue will be keep-
ing cannabis out of the 
hands of underage users 
and working to educate 
residents about appropri-
ate use, councillors said.

Coun. Larry Shantz sug-
gested money received 
from the province should 
be earmarked for public 
education and dealing with 
addiction, adding this was 
no longer a moral issue.

“As for the ethical stuff, 
that horse has left the sta-
ble – that’s beyond us.”

 “We’re not here to 
judge,” agreed Coun. Pat-
rick Merlihan.

In that vein, police of-
ficials who spent years 
treating the sale and use of 
marijuana as a criminal ac-
tivity have had to adjust to 
new circumstances. That’s 
not been easy, Waterloo 
Regional Police chief Bryan 
Larkin told councillors. 

Nonetheless, police are 
supportive of municipal 
plans to allow cannabis 
stores, the better to have a 
handle on sales in a safe, 
secure manner, he said.

“Safe supply is an ex-
tremely important piece,” 
he said.

Responding to a ques-
tion from Merlihan about 
enforcement in the new 
cannabis age, Larkin said 
police would be working to 
shut down illegal dispensa-
ries, counter impaired driv-
ing and help ensure public 
safety. 

Just because the prod-
uct is legal doesn’t mean 
things are wide open, 
particularly where young 
people are concerned, he 
said, noting the country 
has one of the highest rates 

of marijuana uses by those 
12 to 24 years of age.

“We want to promote 
healthy lifestyles. We have 
to change the narrative,” 
said Larkin, noting an im-
portant goal is to counter 
the large number of young 
people who use the drug 
and deal with substance 
abuse problems, particu-
larly in the cities.

In the quick lead-up to a 
decision, Woolwich council-
lors had little feedback from 
the public on what they 
thought would be a conten-
tious issue. Even Tuesday 
night’s public meeting drew 
only a couple of people. 

Attending to speak on 
another matter, Elmira 
resident Bob Jonkman said 
the upsides of controlled 
sales and the potential 
business opportunities, 
particularly for the agricul-
tural sector, were enough to 
support opting in.

“I’m in favour of expand-
ing retail cannabis,” he said.

Countering that was 
Elmira resident Jonathan 
Brubacher, who coun-
selled opting out now and 
re-evaluating later after 
investigating real-world 
experience in other mu-
nicipalities.

“Let it play out elsewhere 
and see what happens,” he 
suggested.

In passing a resolution 
opting in, the township did 
request the province to allow 
municipalities to use zon-
ing to differentiate between 
regular retail and cannabis 
retail to ensure appropriate 
locations are selected.

Light on details at this 
point, the province’s can-
nabis retail plan will limit to 
just a handful the number of 
outlets in southwestern On-
tario. Woolwich, like Welles-
ley that last week opted in, is 
unlikely to see a retail store 
in the foreseeable future.

CANNABIS: Woolwich joins 
others in the region to clear the 
way for provincial plan
FROM | COVER

it is currently being rented 
out, it is in need of repair 
and upkeep. This is another 
factor to consider moving 
forward with construction.

“So the timeline is fluid 
at this point, but we’re 
probably looking within 
the next 12-18 months of 
the project going into the 
ground,” said Feldskov. 
“Then we’re looking at a 12-
18 month building time. In 
that time, we’ll be looking 
to relocate temporarily and 
worship somewhere else.”

The temporary location 
has yet to be decided. The 
inception of this project 

started for several rea-
sons including expensive 
maintenance costs of such 
a large building, aging in-
frastructure, and looking 
to become more functional 
based on the needs of the 
community.

“It’s not super old, but it 
is an aging building that’s 
very expensive to main-
tain,” said Feldskov. 

The building was con-
structed in 1963 to replace 
a former church built in 
1874. Eventually, it came 
to be the Trinity United 
Church in 1971, when Wes-
ley United and Zion United 
merged into one congrega-
tion. 

Today, it’s used by 
various community groups 
including the Elmira Horti-
cultural Society and Weight 
Watchers, who meet in the 
building weekly. The group 
is looking to continue their 
traditional programs and 
services.

“We have a really great 
location where we are in 
Elmira,” said Feldskov. 
“We’re very fortunate to 
have that location. We do 
offer once a month, for 
example, a pay-what-you-
can community dinner 
that we’ve partnered with 
Woolwich Community Ser-
vices for. And so those are 
the kinds of programs that 

we want to continue with 
when we have our new 
space.”

In particular, the 40-unit 

apartment addition dif-
ferentiates from a typical 
church setting. Feldskov 
said that hope to make 

TRINITY: Elmira church looks to make better use of their land, meet demand for housing
FROM | COVER housing easier for Elmira 

residents with this change.
“We’re looking at this 

as an opportunity to give 
back to our community,” 
said Feldskov. “We know 
that residential rental 
apartments are challeng-
ing to find in Elmira. We 
have a lot of people that 
end up leaving the com-
munity when they sell 
their homes.

“For example, seniors 
when they sell their homes, 
they end up going into the 
city for somewhere to live 
because they can’t find 
suitable space in Elmira. So 
it’s a legacy for the commu-
nity as well.”

Built in 1963, the Arthur Street building will be torn down to make room for a mixed-use 
facility featuring 40 apartments.
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POLICE BLOTTER

J A N U A R Y  8

1:45 PM | Members of the 
Wellington County OPP were 
conducting a Reduce Impaired 
Driving Everywhere (RIDE) check 
at Wellington Road 39 at Wellington 
Road 51 northeast of Ariss when 
a vehicle entered the checkpoint. 
While speaking with the driver, 
officers detected a strong odour of 
fresh marijuana inside the vehicle. 
The driver retrieved and surrendered 
a large Ziploc baggy from the back-
seat area that contained marijuana. 
The 43-year-old Elora man was 
charged with ‘possession over 30 
grams’ and ‘unlawful purchase of 
cannabis.’ He is scheduled to appear 
in Guelph Criminal Court on February 
12 to answer to the charges.  

7:00 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police responded to a collision on 
Arthur Street North in Woolwich 
involving a car and a farm tractor. A 
37-year-old man from Mount Forest 
was driving his vehicle north on 
Arthur Street North when the colli-
sion occurred. As a result, the driver 
of the car was transported to a local 
hospital with serious, but non-life-
threatening injuries. A 61-year-old 
Woolwich man was transported 
to an out-of-region hospital with 
critical injuries. The investigation 
is ongoing. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s Traffic 
Branch at 519-570-9777, ext. 8856.

J A N U A R Y  1 2

9:25 AM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer was monitoring 
traffic and conducting radar speed 
enforcement on Wellington Road 17 
near the First Line in the Township 
of Mapleton.  The officer observed 
a grey pick-up truck travelling 

Police lay charges in connection to a pair of collisions
WATERLOO REGIONAL 
POLICE HAVE laid charges 
this week in connection to 
a pair of earlier collisions 
in Woolwich Township.

In the first case, a 
28-year-old man was 
charged with ‘careless driv-
ing cause bodily harm’ and 
‘failing to wear seatbelt’ 
following an investigation 

into a single-vehicle colli-
sion that occurred Decem-
ber 12 on Lobsinger Line.

Driving a pickup truck 
west on Lobsinger line, 
the man lost control of the 
vehicle, left the roadway 
and struck a tree. He and 
a 35-year-old female pas-
senger were transported 
to a local hospital, and the 

eastbound at a speed that ap-
peared to be well above the posted 
80 km/h speed limit. The vehicle 
was locked on radar at a speed in 
excess of 130 km/h, exceeding the 
posted speed limit by 50 km/h. As 
a result, a 22-year-old Guelph man 
was charged with ‘racing a motor 
vehicle,’ as well as ‘expired tag,’ 
‘driver fail to surrender driver’s 
licence’ and ‘fail to surrender 
insurance card. He is scheduled to 
appear in Guelph Provincial Court 
on March 7. His driver’s licence and 

vehicle were seized for a period of 
seven days as per statute.

J A N U A R Y  1 4

10:02 AM | A St. Clements 
boy was airlifted to Hamilton’s 
McMaster Hospital after being 
struck by a vehicle Sunday morn-
ing. According to Waterloo police, 
the youth sustained mild injuries 
and was transported from Grand 
River Hospital via ORNGE helicopter 
to the Hamilton facility as a precau-
tion. “A young boy was struck by 

vehicle at a low speed, transported 
to hospital as a precaution. Minor 
non-life threatening injuries and 
no charges were laid,” said WRPS 
spokesperson Cherri Greeno. 
However, an ORNGE spokesperson 
said the injuries had been critical 
injuries, though could not reveal 
any further details. “I can’t confirm 
specifically what they were other 
than that they were traumatic inju-
ries, and the patient was in critical 
condition,” said spokesperson 
Joshua McNamar.

WHERE THERE’S SMOKE ...

Firefighters worked to discover the source of a smouldering structure fire that broke out on an Elmira property Jan. 10. Pictured, responders 
pry off the burnt metal siding to locate the cause. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich reacts 
to Bill 66

Following the lead of other local 
municipalities, Woolwich council this 
week rejected provisions of the province’s 
Bill 66. Mostly.

The omnibus bill, known as the 
Restoring Ontario’s Competitiveness 
Act, has been decried by community 
and environmental groups as a way 
to circumvent years and decades of 
protections for clean water and land-use 
planning. Specifically, section 10 of the 
bill would effectively permit individual 
municipalities to exempt development 
projects from the Clean Water Act and 
the Places to Growth policy, removing 

the need for public consultation and 
oversight to boot.

While opposed to the loosening of such 
regulations, Woolwich councillors this 
week debated the merits of parts of the 
omnibus bill, and even section 10 itself. 
Director of engineering and planning 
Dan Kennaley suggested there could be 
times when it would be better to have 
local decision-making power rather than 
having the township’s fate put in the 
hands of less-accountable regional or 
provincial governments.

His draft resolution reflected some 
hesitation to promise not to use various 
provisions of the Bill if it is ultimately 
approved by the Ford government.

“I’d be wary of a pledge not to pass 
such a bylaw,” he said of agreeing not 

to request an exemption under certain 
circumstances.

Councillors were more adamant about 
the protections, however.

“We’d be going major steps backwards 
by throwing out our water protections,” 
said Coun. Patrick Merlihan, citing Elmira’s 
history of tainted water. “I wanted it to be 
a more resounding rejection ... of Bill 66.”

 “I really don’t like the draft resolution in 
front of us,” said fellow Ward 1 Coun. Scott 
McMillan, calling Kennaley’s inital draft 
long-winded and murky. “With Bill 66, 
we should be rejecting it outright.”

Seiling an advisor 
to the province

What started as Doug Ford’s attempt 

to block former PC leader Patrick 
Brown’s bid to head Peel Region has 
expanded into a formal review in nine 
upper-tier jurisdictions in Ontario, 
an effort that will include input from 
former Waterloo Region chair Ken 
Seiling.

The Elmira resident who retired in 
November after some 40 years in local 
politics was this week named one 
of two advisors who are to provide 
advice/recommendations back to the 
province this summer. Joining Seiling 
will be Michael Fenn, a former Ontario 
deputy minister, previous municipal 
chief administrator in several Ontario 
cities, and founding CEO of Metrolinx. 

In announcing the appointments, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing Steve Clark said the review is 
limited to nine upper tiers and their 
constituent lower tiers in Waterloo 
Region, Niagara Region, Halton Region, 
Peel Region, York Region, Durham 
Region, Oxford County, Simcoe County 
and Muskoka District.

The announced focus of the reviews 
is on governance/decision-making 
and service delivery. Each jurisdiction 
is to receive information on the 
consultation. 

Last August, Clark began informal 
discussions, wishing to hear from 
people about how this system of 
governance is working recognizing it 
was established in the 1970s.

Plans for a review followed Ford’s 
decision to cancel planned upper-tier 

elections to thwart Brown’s plans 
of running for chair of Peel Region. 
Brown, who had been ousted as 
Progressive Conservative leader under 
dubious circumstances and replaced 
by Ford in the run-up to last June’s 
provincial election, eventually won the 
mayoralty race in Brampton during 
October’s municipal vote.

CORRECTION

Rachel Homan and Glenn Howard 
will be among those appearing at the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre in Elmira for 
the provincial curling championships 
later this month. Incorrect spellings 
appeared in last week’s issue. The 
Observer regrets the error.

New Year’s
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Promotion  

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB
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Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Nov. 30/18 
and Jan. 31/19.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 
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PERSON

Prime Rib 
Roasts

Fresh

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 21st - January 26th

$2.99 REG. PRICE
$3.49 ea.

Store Made 

Pork Back  
Ribs

Chicken
Legs

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

$12.99
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$1.29

Pastrami
Store Made Deli Sliced 

REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

$7.99

REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

$5.99

Ham  
Kielbossa

FreshBack Attached

Store Made

Bacon Ends or 
Chopped Bacon

REG. PRICE
$13.99 /lb.
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$1.79 /lb.

woman was later airlifted 
to a hospital outside of the 
region with serious injuries.
In the second case, police 
laid charges in regards to a 
two-vehicle collision that 
occurred January 6 at the 
intersection of Northfield 
Drive East and Highway 
86. The 24-year-old male 
operator of a horse-drawn 

buggy has been charged 
with ‘turn not in safety’ 
contrary to the Highway 
Traffic Act. Both occupants 
of the buggy were trans-
ported to hospital but have 
since been released. The 
occupants of the motor 
vehicle and the horse were 
not injured as a result of 
the collision.
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Amos & Naomi Weber Tours
326 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON  N3B 2P4 

2019 Tours
TULIP FESTIVAL ........................ May 7 – May 10
Holland Michigan

EAST COAST ............................... May 22 – June 8 
Quebec, N.B.,N.S., PEI., and Newfoundland    

HORSE PROGRESS DAYS .......... July 4 – July 8
Arthur Illinois

ALASKA ..................................... June 17 – July 13 
Fairbanks, Denali Park, Anchorage, Skagway etc.     
WEST COAST ............................. Aug. 12 – Aug. 30 
Lake Louise, Jasper, Vancouver, Victoria, Butchart Gardens,  
Grand Coulee Dam, Yellow Stone Park, Mt Rushmore, etc      
AGAWA CANYON ...................... Oct. 8 - Oct. 11
Salt Ste. Marie

OHIO AMISH COUNTRY ........... Oct. 22 - Oct 25 
Holmes County Ohio 
ARK/CREATION MUSEUM  ....... Oct. 29 - Nov. 1
Kentucky 

For more information on these tours join us for an 
OPEN HOUSE Feb. 9, 2019 at 2 p.m. at  Farmers Plus, 

21 Church St. W. Elmira, Ont. • RSVP by Feb. 2, 2019

Call Amos 519-501-9526 for more info.
(Bus chartered from Country Mile Bus Lines) 

These tours are organized by Diane Cook, TPI Travel Advisor  
TICO# 50013851  Direct # 226-979-5751 

of staff out there on the 
ground,” said Kohler. “As 
the townships have grown 
in size, our resources 
haven’t. So having the 
fulltime child and youth 
worker in each township 
will really help in terms of 
building new partnerships 
with agencies that might 
want to offer services in the 
rural townships as well.”

Local and international 
research shows that there 
are more challenges rural 
families face in compari-
son to their urban peers in 
regards to these health ser-
vices due to stigma, trans-
portation, isolation, and 
lack of service offerings.

The rural assessment 
identified that youth self-
reported poorer mental 
health than the Ontario av-
erage, with 14.1 per cent of 
rural youth reporting hav-
ing seriously thought about 
suicide. Contributing fac-
tors that youth identified 
include difficulty accessing 
services, not reaching out 

for help due to stigma, and 
transportation. 

In response to the chal-
lenges faced solely by rural 
townships, the groups 
will take a very close ex-
amination of each area and 
improve their programs 
accordingly. 

“The settlement areas 
vary across the townships,” 
said Kohler. “Some com-
munities are quite isolated. 
For example in Wellesley, 
you’ve got Linwood that is 
quite far from the village of 
Wellesley. So just looking 
to figure out across each 
of the townships, exactly 
what the needs are.

“Where are children liv-
ing? Are there children that 
have greater barriers to ac-
cessing services? And how 
do we connect them and 
engage them with healthy 
programming and connect-
ing them with resources?”

“I think we’re all just 
really excited because I 
found in my township, 
it’s hard sometimes to get 
planning for youth, and 
they so deserve it,” said 

Trisha Robinson, executive 
director of Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre. “So we’re 
just really excited to be pro-
vided this opportunity.”

Other initiatives the 
organization will take on 
include parental support 
programs, including a so-
cial worker who’ll operate 
all four townships to help 
parents identify the chal-
lenges their children might 
be facing, along with cre-
ative ways to address those 
issues.

The worker’s classes will 
focus on specific catego-
ries: health and wellness, 
for example healthy eating, 
mental wellbeing, such as 
helping a loved one deal 
with depression, and fit-
ness classes, like mindful-
ness yoga or pilates.

They also intend to use 
the funding to expand on 
some of these programs 
that they already have set 
in place. For example, one 
mental health program 
focuses on anxiety specifi-
cally.

“We have a very suc-

cessful program that we 
offer in some of the rural 
schools,” explained Kohler. 
“We want to expand that 
across the four townships, 
so that’s a program that 
increases the awareness of 
anxiety in children, which 
we see as a fairly prevalent 
diagnosis in primary care 
and across the community. 
I think that’s common with 
the rest of the region and 
the province. We want to 
continue doing that pro-
gram throughout the four 
townships.”

“For this age group it is 
preventative, and it’s get-
ting people to know their 
community and be active 
in their community at a 
very young age,” added 
Kelly Christie of Woolwich 
Community Services. 

If anyone wants to of-
fer ideas of activities, 
partners or programs that 
they would like to see in 
the community, the group 
is open to suggestions at 
www.wchc.on.ca or email-
ing ruralchildwellbeing@
wchc.on.ca. 

WELLESLEY IS EXPAND-
ING ITS community im-
provement grant program 
to a third community in the 
township.

Wellesley councillors 
recently gave the go ahead 
for the township’s financial 
incentives program to be 
rolled out in the Linwood 
core this year, while adding 
another $20,000 in funding 
for the venture.

Linwood businesses op-
erating in the village’s core 
area will now be eligible to 
apply for the two existing 

GRANTS: Settlement kids to get some needed attention
FROM | 3
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Wellesley township expands community improvement grants to Linwood core
FAISAL ALI grant programs on offer 

by the township, as well 
as a new building and ac-
cessibility improvement 
grant, which offers to cover 
some of the costs of mak-
ing accessibility upgrades 
to properties in response to 
shifting provincial regula-
tions.

“The [grant] is intended 
to support improvements 
to private property which 
increase their physical 
accessibility and bring 
them into compliance 
with the building code 
and Ontario’s accessibility 
laws,” explained township 

director of planning Geoff 
VanderBaaren in a report 
to council.

“As of January 1, 2025, all 
businesses in Ontario are 
required to make all new 
and redeveloped areas fully 
accessible under the Acces-
sibility for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act (AODA). 
Given the level of interest 
in other incentive pro-
grams offered by the town-
ship, and the new acces-
sibility requirements of the 
province, staff are of the 
opinion that this incentive 
program will be valuable 
to the township’s residents 
and business owners.”

The grants were initially 
restricted to the Wellesley 
village and St. Clements 
cores, and are steadily be-

ing rolled out to the other 
communities in the town-
ship, with Linwood being 
the most recent addition.

“Every year council will 
consider what programs 
to add or remove, this will 
depend on the uptake as 
well as the amount of the 
funding that is available,” 
explained VanderBaaren in 
an email to the Observer. 
The intention is to eventu-
ally expand the program to 
cover Crosshill, Hawkes-
ville, Heidelberg and Wal-
lenstein as more interest, 
and more funding, ap-
pears.

Also on offer through the 
community improvement 
program is the façade, 
signage and landscape im-
provement grant.

“The intent of the grant 
is to promote aesthetic and 
functional improvements 
to buildings and properties 
which otherwise may not 
occur due to the improve-
ments’ associated costs,” 
noted VanderBaaren in his 
report.

Two businesses made 
use of the façade grant last 
year, with each receiving a 
50 per cent rebate on vol-
untary improvements to 
their establishments. The 
Futher-Franklin Funeral 
Home in Wellesley vil-
lage was approved for the 
installation of a new sign 
for the business, with the 
township agreeing to cover 
half the cost (up to a maxi-
mum of $3,200).

The Wellesley Veterinary 

Clinic similarly earned a 
50 per cent grant from the 
township (up to $5,000) for 
a new sign for the business.

The third planning ap-
plication and building 
permit fee rebate has yet 
to receive any applicants, 
but remains on offer for the 
three areas covered by the 
community improvement 
grants.

“The intent of the [grant] 
is to offset township plan-
ning and building fees 
for local property owners. 
While no applications were 
received for this grant 
in 2018, staff are of the 
opinion that the program 
offers valuable financial 
assistance for township 
residents and should con-
tinue,” said VanderBaaren.

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

THE VILLAGE OF WELLES-
LEY will be dancing along 
to some Scottish-themed 
tunes this weekend all for 

Fourth Wellesley ceilidh fundraiser set for Saturday
VERONICA REINER a good cause, with the pro-

ceeds of the upcoming ceil-
idh event funneled towards 
Habitat for Humanity. 

The fourth annual cei-
lidh is always scheduled 

during the middle of the 
cold winter months, when 
members of the commu-
nity likely don’t see each 
other as often due to less-
than-ideal weather. It gives 
locals an opportunity for 
a lively event in their own 
backyard without having to 
brave the icy conditions on 
the roads. 

“So we were just looking 
for a community event that 
would appeal to all ages,” 
said organizer Jennifer 
Sommers of the event’s 
inception. “Something that 
parents could take their 
kids to, that grandparents 
could go to, this multigen-
erational kind of event.”

A “ceilidh” (pronounced 

kaylee) is a traditional 
Scottish or Irish social 
gathering, usually involv-
ing dancing and folk music 
at a community gathering 
place. Sommers had at-
tended a few ceilidh events 
when she was a student at 
the University of Guelph, 
and the idea to host a lo-
cal one was sparked from 
there.

“I just thought it was so 
much fun, with the dance 
caller, and everybody get-
ting out on the dance floor 
and all that,” said Som-
mers. “So we decided to 
try it four years ago, and it 
was so well-attended, and 

CEILIDH | 28
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THE WELLESLEY APPLE 
BUTTER and Cheese festi-
val brought in some dough 
along with the apple but-
ter, raking in a net income 
of $39,873.11 in 2018. All 
the money will go towards 
major projects within the 
community. 

In the past, proceeds 
from the festival have 
funded the renovation and 
creation of sports facilities 
and parks, maintenance 
and beautification of the 
village, purchase of equip-
ment for fire departments 
and schools, and similar 
endeavours. 

“Every cent goes back to 
the community,” said Ja-
mie Reid, the new commit-
tee chairman. “We always 
support larger projects. We 
want to give $1,000 here, 
$1,000 there.”

In becoming chair, Reid 
is taking over from his fa-
ther, Bob Reid, who previ-
ously held the position for 
25 years. Bob will remain 
on the committee as a val-
ued contributor, and Ron 
Bisch was voted in as the 
new co-chair.

Jamie and his wife, 
Katie, have been on the 
committee for more than a 
decade, with Katie organiz-
ing the craft show along 
with two others. Jamie is 
not worried about the new 
responsibilities associated 
with being the committee 
chairman.

THOUGH NOT YET SET in 
stone, Wellesley council 
is eyeing a 2.8 per cent 
increase to this year’s 
property taxes, according 
to a draft budget presented 
at a public meeting last 
week. That translated into 
an additional $36.96 a year 
in taxes for the average 
household in the township.

The increase is leaner 
than last year, which saw 
a levy hike of just shy of 
three per cent. Mayor Joe 
Nowak noted the township 
had started at a similar 
three per cent levy hike, 
and then worked its way 
down.

“I’m not sure we’ll be 
able to go much lower than 
that. The staff has done 
literally an amazing job of 
helping putting this budget 
together. It’s probably one 
of the best ones I’ve seen 
from staff,” said Nowak.

Based on an average 

Wellesley eyes 2.8 per cent tax levy 
increase in 2019 draft budget

COUNCIL / WELLESLEY

FAISAL ALI household value estimated 
at $336,184, a 2.8 per cent 
tax increase would see 
households pay a total 
of $990 in property tax, 
up from last year’s $953. 
Coupled with a 1.07 per 
cent increase in assessed 
property values in 2018, the 
township’s total operating 
budget ticked upwards by 
two per cent, or $159,000, 
to a total of $7.9 million.

While a comparatively 
minor increase, to achieve 
the lower levy hike, the 
township had to dip into 
its tax rate stabilization re-
serves – essentially a rainy 
day fund. While the budget 
only increased $159,000, the 
budget called for $250,00 
to be pulled out of town-
ship’s dwindling reserve. 
In 2017, the stabilization 
reserve was $839,000, while 
$290,000 was budgeted for 
2018 (the official tally for 
2018 has yet to be finalized).

It’s a practice the town-
ship is moving away from, 

drawing on reserves, said 
township chief administra-
tive officer Rik Louwagie.

“We’ve actually reduced 
the amount that we’ve 
budgeted to take from tax 
rate stabilization. We’re 
trying to wean away from 
that one. The reserve is still 
doing quite well so far but 
eventually it may not be 
there, so we do want to try 
to away from it,” said Lou-
wagie to councillors at the 
public meeting.

Tax revenues in the 
budget accounted for $4.8 
million of that amount, 
while $800,000 is funded 
through higher-tier govern-
ment grants. 

Capital project expen-
ditures are pegged at $5.9 
million over the next two 
years, with road work 
alone accounting for half 
of that at $2.8 million. Of 
that, $800,000 will be paid 
through the township’s 
reserve funds, $1 million 
in provincial funding and 

$680,000 through the fed-
eral gas tax fund. Nowak 
noted road work was a 
priority in capital spending 
for the township.

Recreation capital proj-
ects also received a boost 
for 2019. St. Clements and 
Wellesley village received a 
combined $300,000, signif-
icantly to replace the light 
towers at the ball diamonds 
which had been torn down 
last year due to safety con-
cerns.

The 2019 budget has yet 
to be formally adopted by 
the township, but council-
lors have expressed their 
intent to vote for the docu-
ment at the February 5 
council meeting.

Residents hoping to 
voice their concerns and 
comments to council will 
have to contact the town-
ship clerk ahead of the Feb-
ruary meeting. The draft 
budget itself may be found 
on the township’s website 
(www.wellesely.ca).

Wellesley ABC Festival 
provides $40,000 for 
community projects

VERONICA REINER “In all honesty, we have a 
fantastic committee,” said 
Jamie Reid. “Everybody 
takes care of their own 
little section. At this point, 
we’re 43 years into it. Ev-
erybody on the committee 
has been on it for a long 
time. Everybody does their 
part; I honestly don’t know 
how much work it’s going 
to be.”

He is keen about switch-
ing up his job within the 
festival committee, how-
ever. 

“Absolutely looking 
forward to it. It’ll be a nice 
change,” said Reid, of the 
role change. “I’ve been on 
the committee for prob-
ably 15 years. We’ve already 
started planning for this 
year’s. We have monthly 
meetings, the second Tues-
day of every month. We 
encourage people in the 
community to come out 
and see what it’s about.”

Plenty of planning is 
required to make the festi-
val a success; for 2019, the 
ABC Festival is scheduled 
for September 28, and the 
group has started plan-
ning some eight months in 
advance. The committee is 
open to suggestions about 
offerings at the event.

“Anything that would 
fit with the mandate of 
our festival, and poten-
tially make us more money, 
that’s great,” said Reid.

For more details, visit 
www.wellesleyabcfestival.
ca.

Road work accounts for half of $5.9 million capital budget over the next two 
years; more money to replace light towers at ball diamonds in St. Clements

VOLUNTEER BOARD OF DIRECTORS RECRUITMENT

Victoria Park Community Homes Inc., Ontario’s largest private, non-profit housing corporation, 
is committed to providing stable, quality, affordable homes in Hamilton, Brantford, Cambridge, 

Guelph, Kitchener, Waterloo, and the Regions of Halton and Peel.

The volunteer Board of Directors, which is responsible for the governance of the corpora�on, 
is seeking a new Board member who resides in the Kitchener-Waterloo region and who has a 
strong sense of volunteerism, who plays a leadership role in the communi�es we serve, and 
who may demonstrate significant knowledge and experience in, but not limited to, the areas 
of finance/accoun�ng, resident engagement, community services, immigra�on / 
re-se�lement, and building construc�on. Victoria Park Community Homes Inc. serves a 
diverse client base and welcomes applica�ons that reflect our clientele. Directors are eligible 
to hold office for a 3-year term a�er which they may express interest in con�nuing for a 
second consecu�ve term for a maximum of 6 years in office.

Working collabora�vely with the Management Team, the Board is ac�vely involved in se�ng 
strategic priori�es and goals based on the vision and mission of the organiza�on. Board and 
commi�ee mee�ngs are generally held once a month at the head office in downtown Hamilton, 
excluding July and August. Travel expenses are reimbursed on a per kilometer basis.

Interested persons may request further informa�on and send resumes with an expression of 
interest no later than Noon, Monday, January 28, 2019 by email to recruiter@vpch.com with 
the subject line “Board Opening”. Visit our website www.vpch.com.

Victoria Park Community Homes will accommodate persons with a disability throughout the 
recruitment and selection process. Interested persons with a disability are encouraged to make their 

needs known in advance if accommodation is required.

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT

STEPHANIE FORTE
B.A., B.Ed., R.M.T., R.H.N.

www.youarewhatueat .com
Conestogo | 519-569-1616

Holistic Nutrition for Health, Weight 
loss & Management, Digestive Issues

Pre/Post-Natal Doula Services
Massage Therapy 

SINCE 1998

GIVING / FESTIVAL PROCEEDS

Bob Reid congratulates Jamie Reid on taking over as the new chair of the Apple Butter and 
Cheese Festival. [LARRY KRYSKI]
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IT’S BUDGET TIME FOR all the area munici-
pal budgets, with tax increases a given – only 
the size of the hike remains to be finalized.

Woolwich is looking at 3.75 per cent, while Wellesley 
at 2.8. The region started the process at about four per 
cent. The dollar figures vary, of course, as the region puts 
a much larger bite on taxpayers – about 55 per cent of the 
tax bill goes to the upper tier. Nor is the situation equal, 
as Wellesley has a much smaller tax base and lower 
assessment growth, the latter a source of significant 
revenue in boomier times in Woolwich and the region, 
though not a boon shared by residents, as a rule.

Where Wellesley’s small budget and budget-minded 
council makes the process fairly transparent, Woolwich 
and the region seem unable to explain why they need to 
help themselves to ever-larger sums of our money – the 
miracle of compounding no longer works at the banks 
given the pittance they dole out, but functions all too 
well against us as politicians pad their budgets.

Those who hike our taxes are always fond of pointing 
out the dollar value of the increase – so Waterloo Region’s 
four per cent works out to “only” about $80 a year to the 
average homeowner. In that vein, Woolwich’s 3.75 per 
cent means “only” another $32. 

Similar arguments are made by providers of hydro, gas, 
telephone, cable … and the list goes on.

Taken alone, yes each increase is relatively insignifi-
cant – most of us can find a few dollars more here or 
there. However, cumulatively, we’re talking real dollars 
as everybody, not just governments, looks to take just a 
little more from us. At the end of the day, we have less 
money in our pockets than we did last year because most 
of us have not received wage increases to match the other 
side of the balance sheet.

That’s where percentages come into play – three per 
cent here, four per cent there, another 2.5 on that front, 
and it doesn’t take long to outstrip any pay raise you may 
have seen, assuming, of course, you saw one any time 
recently.

For voluntary expenditures, we can always cut back if 
the costs grow too steeply. With taxes, unfortunately, we 
have no such option. In most cases, we’re not receiving 
benefits in proportion to the increased tax burden.

And the compounding nature of tax increases means 
we’re spending hundreds and thousands more over the 
course of a decade, with ever-larger increases coming 
each year due to larger baselines.

Rather than the routine starting point of inflationary 
increases, far better would be to assume an increase of 
zero, or even cutbacks, forcing a line-by-line decision for 
every expenditure. That’s especially true in Woolwich, 
which has enjoyed years of assessment growth not seen 
in Wellesley. As with the region, much of that growth 
got sucked into the black hole of staff increases, higher 
wages and pet projects that provide zero benefit to the 
public.

This is not a call for slashing. Rather, we need to recog-
nize there are limits. As with all growth models, increas-
es in government programs, staffing and tax levels are 
not sustainable – compounding taxes are outstripping 
our ability to pay them.

Government provides a host of benefits, but at a cost. 
At this point, we need to make a choice about what stays 
and what goes. Such debates are the role of council, 
though we’ve not seen that in Woolwich thus far.

Basics of math, 
setting priorities 
evade politicians

The Congo Republic 
(pop. 5 million) and the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo (pop. 88 million) 
manage to share their 
name quite amicably. Rus-
sia and Belarus (White 
Russia) don’t seem to mind 
either. Sudan and South 
Sudan don’t get along at 
all, but their quarrel was 
never about a mere name. 
Whereas Greece and Mace-
donia ... 

After 28 years of argu-
ment and anger, the two 
Balkan countries signed 
an agreement last June 
that changed Macedonia’s 
name to ‘North Macedo-
nia’, because the Greeks 
said they couldn’t use 
the original one-word 
title. Greece could and did 
blackball the Macedonians, 
saying they couldn’t join 
the NATO alliance and the 
European Union until they 
changed their name – and 
eventually the Macedo-
nians gave in.

The Macedonians 
jumped through a lot 
of constitutional hoops 

Macedonia what’s in a name? Plenty, apparently
to keep their end of the 
bargain, and last Friday 
their parliament officially 
changed the country’s 
name to ‘North Macedo-
nia.’ So the Greeks got what 
they wanted, and now it is 
the Greek parliament’s turn 
to ratify the deal and lift its 
ban on ‘North’ Macedonia 
joining NATO and the EU.

But no. A small ultra-
nationalist party called 
the Independent Greeks, 
whose seven seats Prime 
Minister Alexis Tsipras de-
pended on for his majority 
in parliament, walked out 
of the coalition on Sunday.

Tsipras has betrayed 
Greece, they say. No for-
eigners should be allowed 
to use the sacred Greek 
name of Macedonia, even 
in the phrase ‘North Mace-
donia’, and what those 
foreigners really secretly 
want is to take over the 
whole of northern Greece. 
So Tsipras now has to hold 
a vote of confidence, and if 
he loses it there will have to 
be an early election.

He may well lose it, be-
cause most of the people in 
the main opposition party, 
New Democracy, are also 
paranoid nationalists. Or 
more precisely, they know 
that paranoid nationalism 

is the way to maximize the 
right-wing vote. Some of 
them are privately quite 
reasonable men and wom-
en, but they know what 
they have to say to win, and 
they will say it.

How has this nonsense 
come to dominate the poli-
tics of two entire countries 
for more than two decades? 
When the old Communist 
regime in Yugoslavia lost 
power in 1991 and the six 
‘republics’ that made it up 
became independent coun-
tries, the southernmost one 
was called the Republic of 
Macedonia.

It came by the name 
honestly. From the Ro-
man empire 2,000 years 
ago down to the Ottoman 
empire only a century ago, 
its territory was always part 
of a larger province called 
Macedonia. No other coun-
try was using the name, so 
independent Macedonia 
kept it.

There was, however, a 
region in northern Greece 
that also used to be part 
of that province, and also 
called itself Macedonia. No 
harm in that: the people in 
the Republic of Macedonia 
weren’t claiming that the 
Greek region called Mace-
donia belonged to them. 

But the Greeks insisted that 
they were, and wouldn’t let 
them join any organization 
that Greece belonged to.

So the Republic of Mace-
donia was frozen out of 
NATO and the European 
Union (and all the EU’s 
subsidies for post-Commu-
nist countries in eastern 
Europe). It only got a seat 
in the United Nations by 
agreeing to call itself the 
‘Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia’ (FYROM) 
for UN purposes. And the 
foolishness dragged on for 
a generation.

The Macedonians them-
selves  – sorry, the ‘North 
Macedonians’ – eventually 
developed their own ultra-
nationalist crazies, who 
insisted that they were the 
true heirs of the Alexander 
the Great. Skopje, the capi-
tal, is littered with monu-
ments and statues extolling 
him, put there by the previ-
ous government basically 
to yank the Greeks’ chain.

It’s not clear why you 
would want to claim de-
scent from Alexander the 
Great, whose main achieve-
ment was conquering a 
lot of countries, killing a 
lot of people, and dying at 

DYER | 10

Municipal budget deliberations ain’t what they used to be ... if they ever were.
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Devices need to have better default security to protect our privacy, digital lives

Once upon a time, a 
phone was something 
bolted to the wall in your 
home and a computer was 
something as big as house. 
Today, the two have con-
verged and condensed to 
fit into our pockets, which 
is a convenient as we take 
our smart phones with us 
everywhere.

Other devices that blend 
communications and com-
puting power, the likes of 
notebook computers to 
tablets, are also close at 
hand – from social media 
updates to the constant 
digital check-ins, we’re 
pretty much addicted to 
our devices. 

Quite aside from the 
careless posting of infor-
mation online and the 
perils of information culled 
by the social media sites – 
whose business is abusing 
your data and selling it to 
third parties such as adver-
tisers – and, more nefari-
ously, various government 
agencies, domestic and 
foreign, there’s the issue 

of just how much of our 
(theoretically) private lives 
is stored on our toys. 

In those once-upon-a-
time days, phone conver-
sations were pretty much 
always private. Sure, there 
were wiretaps, but the 
technology was messier, 
and the laws more pro-
tective. And those mas-
sive computers could be 
hacked, but that was a 
problem for governments 
and large institutions, as 
much of our lives was still 
analog. Today, there’s little 
reason to believe in pri-
vacy, and even less reason 
to think your largely-digital 
life is secure. 

If you’re active on social 
media, chances are you’re 
sharing too much informa-
tion. Part of that is your 
choice, and part of it in-
volves that fact that you’re 
likely ignorant – blissfully 
or otherwise – of what’s be-
ing done with your person-
al information, as informed 
consent is rare. 

More insidiously, it’s the 
data you don’t explicitly 
share that’s been gathered, 
analyzed and stored for 
posterity, the intent being 
nothing good for you or 
society as a whole.

“There’s a lot that hap-
pens that people don’t 
understand, behind the 
scenes,” says Erinn Atwa-
ter, a PhD candidate in 
computer science at the 
University of Waterloo 
and the research director 
of the not-for-profit Open 
Privacy.

While most of us are 
oblivious to the risks of our 
digital world, she’s very 
much aware that the times 
they are a changin’. 

Take, for instance, the 
possibility of border agents 
checking not only that 
your devices are legitimate, 
but demanding your pass-
words, including access 
to social media accounts, 
when you’re travelling 
internationally. They can 
do so arbitrarily, without a 
warrant or even reasonable 
suspicion.

“They can essentially 
scroll through your digital 
life.”

With that in mind, she’s 
developing an app, Shatter 
Secrets, that allows a per-
son to encrypt their elec-
tronic device’s password, 
which is then split up by 
the app and sent to people 
at the point of destination. 
To get the password, the 

travelling party has to visit 
people they chose to have 
a share of the encrypted 
password and tap their de-
vices to the secret keepers’ 
phones.

That’s especially impor-
tant given just how much 
of our lives is stored on our 
phones – past conversa-
tions, photos and videos, 
medical information, and 
passwords for services such 
as banking. 

The distributed encryp-
tion of Shatter Secrets is 
a response to cases where 
travellers have even been 
compelled or coerced to 
provide PINs, passwords, 
encryption keys, and fin-
gerprints to unlock their 
devices.

Atwater’s interest in the 
software came from an 
off-the-cuff remark that 
switching your devices 
into airplane mode should 
automatically include lock-
ing down your data, social 
media accounts and all the 
other private matters that 
could be invaded by border 
agents.

“It’s getting to the point 
where you have to fear for 
your phone,” she says.  
People try ad hoc solu-
tions such as uploading 

their data and wiping their 
devices before travelling, 
planning to download the 
data again when they’ve 
arrived. But as the Edward 
Snowden revelations show, 
governments know if 
you’ve uploaded info, and 
can work to compel you to 
access it again.

Lying about the data can 
get you into trouble, even 
if you’re simply protect-
ing your information from 
overzealous agents, she 
notes, noting current en-
cryption technology makes 
a technical solution easier 
than the legal and political 
issues that are emerging.

The political circum-
stances, in particular, vary 
from country to country. 
There are many reasons 
to be mindful of the data 
on our phones, she says, 
pointing to the work of 
journalists working in 
some of the less-savoury 
places on the globe where 
governments are trying to 
suppress the truth from 
getting out. 

“I want to enable that 
scenario,” she said of the 
impetus of data security 
software.

She acknowledges there 
are many forces, state play-

ers and private companies 
among them, who have 
no interest in better data 
security. They’d prefer not 
to see strong encryption in 
the hands of regular users. 

And that’s the perfect 
segue into the perils of the 
surveillance state we’re 
sinking into, none too 
slowly at that.

In shifting into a digital 
world, we’ve almost elimi-
nated data security and 
any real notion of privacy, 
as the technology and the 
ability to abuse it has far 
outpaced even the nominal 
efforts to protect citizens. 
That the technology can 
be used for bad/immoral/
illegal purposes means 
that it will and has been, 
including by police and 
government organizations. 
Especially so. 

That there exists tech-
nology to counter some of 
those abuses means that 
the same police and gov-
ernment organizations are 
trying to suppress it.

Atwater’s software is 
just one prong in a battle 
to provide cryptographic 
tools that could solve some 
of the data breaches preva-

Do you think the lack of snow this winter is a good thing?

“No, I like to snowboard so it’s lame.”

 » Maddie Cormies

“No, and it shows climate change is real.”

 » Haylee Talbot

“No, I don’t think so. It’ll have a big impact on 
winter sports.”

 » Lauren Busse

“Probably not!”

 » Bill Pettigrew

“No, we need a snowpack for the land and 
trees.”

 » Howard Holst

“It’s not clear why you would want to claim descent from Alexander the Great ...” Gwynne Dyer | 8
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Pair of leaders really 
deserve a break on this one
FROM | 8 

 » Canadians for Tax Fairness

thirty, but then the people 
of Mongolia take pride in 
having Genghis Khan as 
an ancestor. At any rate, 
the Macedonians did what 
they did, and the Greeks 
rose to the bait. It was re-
ally ugly for a while.

But finally the wheel 
turned, and both countries 
ended up with grownups 
in charge at the same time: 
Alexis Tsipras in Greece 
and Zoran Zaev in Macedo-
nia. Both are social demo-
crats who have other fish to 
fry, and just want to get rid 
of this issue that the na-
tionalist right exploits end-
lessly. It hasn’t been easy, 
but they are almost there.

Zaev had to hold a ref-
erendum on the deal in 

Macedonia, and got 90 per 
cent ‘yes’ votes – but the 
nationalists boycotted the 
ballot, and so invalidated 
the outcome because fewer 
than 50% of the potential 
voters took part. That 
meant Zaev had to get 
a two-thirds majority in 
parliament instead, which 
required him to bribe some 
shady members of parlia-
ment with amnesties for 
their alleged crimes.

Tsipras will face an 
uphill fight to win a confi-
dence vote, and if he loses 
that he may also lose the 
election. He has spent a 
lot of his political capital 
in his struggle to rescue 
Greece from its financial 
plight. But these two men 
deserve to succeed. Maybe 
they will.

Hiking the federal top income tax rate from 33% to 53% for incomes 
on the top 0.1%, so they would pay a combined federal and 
provincial tax rate of about 70% on income over $725,000 would 
generate about $3.6 billion annually Increasing the income tax rate 
just for Canada’s top 0.01%  – those making over $2.8 million 
annually – by 20 percentage points to a combined marginal top 
income tax rate of 70% would generate an estimated $1.1 billion.

 » Former U.S. undersecretary of defense Michèle A. Flournoy on Donald Trump’s 
continued badmouthing of NATO, playing into Russia’s hands

A move to withdraw from the alliance, in place since 1949, “would 
be one of the most damaging things that any president could do to 
U.S. interests. It would destroy 70-plus years of painstaking work 
across multiple administrations, Republican and Democratic, to 
create perhaps the most powerful and advantageous alliance in 
history. And it would be the wildest success that Vladimir Putin 
could dream of.”

 » From the Jan. 19, 2008 edition of The Observer

Taxpayers will be forking out an average of $36 more to the Region 
of Waterloo this year courtesy of a 2.72-per-cent tax hike approved 
Wednesday by councillors. Regional council backed a $336-million 
operating budget that will, among other things, cover the costs of 
expanded services; police and transit were deemed top priorities.

KANNON: Overzealous officials 
the greatest threat to security
FROM | 9 lent today. Much of what is 

being done with technol-
ogy is designed to tilt the 
playing field in favour of 
the police state, though 
there are those looking to 
serve the public good.

“There are tools that can 
shift in favour of the good 
guys,” says Atwater.

The first step is to make 
data security and the se-
curity of our devices more 
robust by default, while at 
the same time ensuring the 
measures aren’t a hindrance. 
There’s no sense in good 
security if we don’t use them 
because it’s a hindrance.

“People circumvent 
the inconvenient security 
measures,” she says, not-
ing some people don’t even 
take the simplest steps to 
secure their information, 
such as putting a PIN code 
on their phones. 

Given that, devices 
should have better security 
right out of the box, all of it 
seamless for the user.

“Those devices should 
meet some reasonable 
threshold for security,” she 
says. “We need strong, safe 
defaults for people.”



SPORTS | 11THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2019

SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Kings drop both weekend games 
following coaching change
Stratford dominated the visitors in the 
first of the pair en route to a 7-1 win, 
while Listowel was a tighter match

VERONICA REINER

GALEA |  12

OPEN
COUNTRY

When 
back-
packing 
goes wrong

The other day while 
perusing a website that 
sold backpacks and back-
packing gear, I noticed 
that things had changed 
substantially since I was 
a kid. In the old days, the 
basic premise of backpack-
ing was to carry 90 or so 
pounds of outdoors gear 
– and that was just for an 
overnighter. 

These days the weight of 
gear is measured in milli-
grams. Apparently, modern 
day backpackers actually 
try to minimize the load 
they carry by purchasing 
stoves, tents and gear de-
signed to be easily carried 
by a muscular humming-
bird. 

Worse still, they also 
do things like cut half the 
handle off of a toothbrush 
to reduce the weight in 
their pack even more. If 
this trend continues, I sus-
pect hardcore hikers will 
have every second tooth 
removed in order to mini-
mize the amount of floss 
they need to take along. 

The real hardcore hikers 
might even go so far as to 
minimize the amount of 
underwear they take along 
– which is a horrible strat-

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

Perhaps the coach-
ing shakeup affected the 
Elmira Sugar Kings, as the 
team lost both of its games 
last weekend, 7-1 to the 
Stratford Warriors on Fri-
day and 5-4 to the Listowel 
Cyclones during Sunday’s 
match. 

While the results do not 
change the team’s fourth-
place position in the Mid-
western Conference stand-
ings, there is now a more 
significant divide between 
the Sugar Kings and the top 
three teams. At 42 points, 
the Kings are currently 
trailing nine points behind 
Waterloo and Listowel (51) 
and six behind the Strat-
ford Warriors (48). They are 
just a single point ahead of 
the fifth-place Kitchener 
Dutchmen (41). 

Over 1,200 people made it 
out to last Friday’s game in 
Stratford, where the visitors 
got off to a rough start. The 
Warriors got on the board 
quickly at 2:53, and Elmira 
didn’t get a chance to re-
spond, with another Strat-
ford goal on a power play at 
15:10, wrapping up the first 
frame at a disadvantage.

The second stanza did 
not fare much better for 
the Kings, with the lone 
goal being scored by the 
Warriors shorthanded at 
6:22. It was 3-0 for the War-

With four games to go in the PJHL schedule, Wellesley trails the second-place Firebirds by three points

JACKS | 14

Jacks split a pair, losing to Ayr before stomping Burford
FAISAL ALI

In what ought to have 
been a four-point week 
weekend, the Jacks wound 
up splitting the difference 
with a win and a loss. 

The weekend got off to a 
rocky start, Friday, as Jacks 
welcomed the Ayr Centen-
nials – a team they’d pre-
viously had little trouble 
beating – and fell by a score 

of 5-4.
Losing their primary 

netminder early in the sec-
ond to a fistfight, the Jacks 
became easy pickings for 
the Ayr contingent, which 
claimed its first victory 
against Wellesley this sea-
son. By Sunday, the Jacks 
were back in fighting form, 
though, travelling to Bur-
ford to deliver an 8-1 beat 
down against the home 

team.
With the Junior C regular 

season entering its final 
two weeks, every point 
counts as the third-place 
Jacks trail the rival the 
New Hamburg Firebirds by 
three points in the stand-
ings.

By all accounts, last Fri-
day’s matchup against the 
visiting Centennials ought 
to have netted the Jacks an 

easy two points. Wellesley 
had little difficulty with the 
seventh-place Ayr team in 
the past, beating them at 
every opportunity and al-
ways by a spread of at least 
two points.

This time around, how-
ever, the Jacks’ floundered 
against the Centennial at-
tack. Penalty trouble might 
been the culprit as, early 
in the second, the Jacks 

found themselves down a 
goalie to a bit of fisticuffs.

Wellesley took an early 
lead in this game but never 
managed to hold it for 
long. Zach Ribeiro (Zach-
ary Lyons, Reade MacInnis) 
slotted the team’s first goal 
just a minute-and-a-half 
out from the drop, but the 
visitors were hot on their 
heels.

The Centennials re-

sponded at the 12-minute 
mark, making it an even 
1-1. Lyons (Ribeiro, Tyler 
Schwindt) came back a 
minute later to make it 2-1 
Wellesley, but 15 seconds 
was all it took for Ayr to tie 
things up for a second time 
before the first intermis-
sion.

But while the opening 

riors headed into the last 
frame.

Stratford continued to 
dominate in the final pe-
riod, potting one quickly 
at 4:55 and shortly after 
at 5:17. Elmira finally re-
sponded at 16:47 with a 
goal by Karson Massey. Ja-
cob Black and Zack Camer-
on picked up assists. They 
may have found their foot-
ing a little too late, howev-
er, with Stratford managing 
to pot two more in before 
the buzzer sounded with 
the score at 7-1.

The game was a particu-
larly aggressive one, with 
14 penalties between both 
teams in the last period 
alone, and 30 doled out in 
the overall match. Stratford 
also outshot Elmira, 32 to 21. 

Generally, the Sugar 
Kings versus Warriors 
games are more evenly 
matched. Their previous 
match against Stratford 
resulted in just a narrow 3-2 
loss, while the game before 
that was settled at 4-3. 

The Kings fared a little 
better during Sunday’s 
home game against the Lis-
towel Cyclones, but it was 
a loss nonetheless. Mason 
MacMahon drew first blood 
at 13:05, with Jakson Kirk 
and Ty Biles picking up 
assists. 

The Cyclones didn’t get 
on the board until the sec-
ond period, where they took 

The Kings put the heat on the Listowel Cyclones during Sunday’s game at the WMC, though they ultimately fell 5-4. 
[VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

advantage of an early power 
play and scored at 1:16. El-
mira wasn’t about to give 
up their lead that easily, 
with another goal courtesy 
of Jacob Black on a power 
play at 4:06. Assists went 
to Cameron and Anthony 
Azzano. Listowel came 
back with two consecutive 
power play goals at 9:23 and 
11:34. They potted one more 
for good measure at 17:10 
making it 4-2. The second 
stanza proved to be most 
action-packed, with the 
most goals and highest total 
penalty count at nine.

Elmira found their foot-

ing during the early mo-
ments of the third period, 
with Kirk (Harrison Toms, 
Hunter Dubecki) scoring 
on a power play at 3:48, 
followed by a shorthanded, 
unassisted goal courtesy of 
Dubecki. This evened the 
score out to 4-4, before the 
Cyclones came back at 8:43 
on a power play, coming 
off the stick of Chayse Her-
rfort.  There was still time 
to recover for the Kings, 
pulling the goalie with just 
under two minutes left in 
the game. Despite the extra 
attacker, however, Elmira 
was unable to capitalize, 

giving the Cyclones their 
5-4 victory. 

The loss to Listowel was 
a first this season, as the 
Kings have beaten the 
Cyclones in every other 
matchup. They may be 
down but not out, get-
ting the chance to redeem 
themselves against Listow-
el this weekend.

The Kings will take on 
the first-place Waterloo 
Siskins on their home turf 
Saturday at 7:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by another WMC 
game versus the Cyclones 
on Sunday. The puck drops 
at 7 p.m.
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egy if you plan on hiking in 
bear country.

I suppose all this is fine 
if you want to miss out on 
one of the greatest out-
doors experiences. I am, 
of course, speaking about 
watching your backpacking 
partner flail on the ground, 
pack side down, like an 
overturned turtle. In my 
day, this was a common oc-
currence because the packs 
we tried to hoist on our 
shoulders were too heavy 
to stand with. It might have 
been the beer.

Sadly, you don’t see 
much of that on YouTube 
these days.

Years ago, however, 
this happened frequently 
because we would place 
essential things like boat 
anchors in our packs. We 
did not do this for frivolous 
reasons though. We did it 
just in case we found a boat 
while backpacking. 

You see, the point of car-
rying a backpack in those 
days was so you had every 
outdoors gadget with you 
so you were ready for any 
eventuality. This included 
two hatchets, several 
knives, a machete, 15 cans 
of beans, a package of hot-
dog wieners, a smushed up 
package of buns, enough 
condiments to last a year, a 
two-burner Coleman stove, 
three canisters of fuel, a 
rubber dinghy, paddles and 
not a single can opener or 
means of ignition. 

We also carried tents that 
were heavier than most 
bungalows. They were pri-
marily constructed of wet 
canvas and required more 
poles than a hydro crew af-
ter a hurricane. Sometimes 
they had the tent we lost 
on a previous trip acciden-
tally packed inside them. 
A small one would sleep a 
family of 17.

The point is a group of 

backpackers in my day 
would carry enough provi-
sions to make a trek to the 
North Pole and back – pro-
vided they figured out a 
way to open the cans.

Luckily, there was 
never any real danger of 
that because the packs I 
grew up with were purely 
implements of torture. 
The straps cut into your 
shoulders. The metal frame 
grated on your bones. The 
colours were gaudy.

These design flaws were 
intentional to prevent the 
keeners in the sport from 
getting lost too far from the 
road. Also, it encouraged 
hikers to abandon packs on 
the trail, which was good 
for sales the following year.

In stark contrast, modern 
backpackers have developed 
the spork, which is half 
spoon and half fork. The re-
sult is a lightweight tool that 
does neither thing well. 

All I can say is, what a load.

GALEA: Always trying to lighten the load
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WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: LL#1
Jan 12 vs Plattsville Rage
Home: 3 Visitor: 8
Goals: Ronan Doherty, Kolton 
Brubacher, Ethan Leveck
Assists: Ethan Leveck, Ryan 
Ramage, Nolan Beatty

Novice: MAJOR A
Jan 12 vs Owen Sound Jr Attack
Home: 9 Visitor: 4
Goals: Ethan Straus (3), Owen 
Porter (2), Nathan Seller, Bryce 
McFadden, Carter Crane, Kolten 
Noot
Assists: Carter Crane (2), Ethan 
Straus (2), Bryce McFadden, 
Kolten Noot, Kitson Bakker

Novice: MAJOR A
Jan 13 vs Oakville Rangers Blue
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Jackson Gillies, Owen 
Porter, Cody Paquet, Bryce 
McFadden
Assists: Cody Paquet (2), Kitson 
Bakker (2), Jack Wood, Owen 
Porter

Novice: LL2
Jan 12 vs Embro
Home: 4 Visitor: 4
Goals: Bentley Wideman, 
Madden Habermehl, Aiden 
Basler, Braun Draper
Assists: Aiden Basler, Bentley 
Wideman, Braun Draper, Logan 
Goodfellow

Novice: AE
Jan 12 vs Oakville Rangers
Home: 1 Visitor: 6
Goals: Drew Snyder
Assists: James Eckensweiler, 
Nolan Cruikshank

Novice: AE
Jan 13 vs CW Fusion
Home: 6 Visitor: 0
Goals: Liam Macgregor (4), 
James Eckensweiler, Boston 
Esbaugh
Assists: Grayson Kelly (2), Drew 

Snyder, Jackson Wolfe, Wyatt 
Garan, Grayson Schimus, Hudson 
Lehtonen, Brody Schaap
Shutouts: Blake Briscoe

Atom: AE
Jan 04 vs Oakville Rangers
Home: 0 Visitor: 0
Shutouts: Mills DeVrieze

Atom: AE
Jan 11 vs Ancaster Avalanche
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Josh Thompson, Owen 
Hallman, Owen McAdam
Assists: Owen Hallman
Shutouts: Mason Maurice

Atom: AE
Jan 14 vs Ancaster Avalanche
Home: 8 Visitor: 2
Goals: Cohen Clemmer (2), Cam 
Dawson, Owen McAdam, Luke 
Forbes, Owen Hallman, Sammy 
Krushchat, Josh Thompson
Assists: Josh Thompson (2), Cam 
Dawson, Luke Forbes, Owen 
McAdam, Brody Habermehl, 
Sammy Krushchat, Sam 
Houston, Charlie Basler, Owen 
MacGregor

Atom: LL#3
Jan 12 vs Hespeler Shamrocks 
#1
Home: 11 Visitor: 1
Goals: Tyler Bauman (3), Cohen 
Clemmer (2), Jackson Kellough 
(2), Johnny Petrone (2), 
Sebastian Abate, Wade Holland
Assists: Johnny Petrone (3), 
Ryder Bauman (2), Jackson 
Kellough (2), Max Stains (2), 
Sebastian Abate, Wade Holland, 
Ezekiel Schwartz

Atom: MAJOR
Dec 23 vs Centre Wellington 
Fusion
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Cameron Dawson, 
Mitchell Krasovec, Bryce 
Brubacher
Assists: Logan Cluthe (2), 
Spencer Hume, Bryce Brubacher, 
Sutton Meier

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan 05 vs Ancaster Avalanche
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Declan Martin, Luke 
Wood, Spencer Hume
Assists: Caleb Paquet, Alex 
Veitch (2), Spencer Hume, Bryce 
Brubacher, Avery Collingwood
Shutouts: Reed Snyder

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan 07 vs Halton Hills Thunder
Home: 8 Visitor: 1
Goals: Caleb Paquet (2), Mitchell 
Krasovec (2), Sutton Meier, 
Spencer Hume, Bryce Brubacher, 
Adam Bloch
Assists: Alex Veitch (4), Sutton 
Meier (2), Mitchell Krasovec (2), 
Adam Bloch, Carter Weir

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan 12 vs Dundas Blues
Home: 6 Visitor: 1
Goals: Spencer Hume (2), Bryce 
Brubacher, Adam Bloch, Mitchell 
Krasovec, Carter Weir
Assists: Adam Bloch, Caleb 
Paquet, MacIvor Zettel, Luke 
Wood

Atom: LL#1
Dec 22 vs Ayr Flames #1
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Cooper Jones, Austin 
Thompson, Jonah Schmidt

Atom: MINOR A
Jan 11 vs Ancaster Avalanche
Home: 1 Visitor: 4
Goals: Nolan Martin
Assists: Josh Wraight

Atom: MINOR A
Jan 13 vs Burlington Eagles
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Colton Sinclair, Matthew 
Kochut (2), Rhys Taylor
Assists: Zach Carter, Josh 
Wraight

PeeWee: MINOR A
Jan 12 vs Halton Hills Thunder
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Josh Carson, Brandon 
Fishman
Assists: Carson Staken, Connor 
Goebel, Carter Snider

PeeWee: MINOR A
Jan 13 vs Burlington Eagles
Home: 0 Visitor: 1

Bantam: LL2
Jan 11 vs Plattsville Rage
Home: 17 Visitor: 1
Goals: Adrian Kocan, Andy 
Palmer (3), Liam Hunter (2), 
Colin Bray (3), Tristan Kraemer 
(3), Lucas Radler (2), Adam 
Pauls, Nate Whittom, Owen 
Hackert
Assists: Owen Hackert (2), 
Tristan Kraemer (2), Liam 
Hunter (3), Andy Palmer, Zach 
McMurray, Adrian Kocan (2), Will 
McDougall (2), Seb Garrett (2)

Bantam: LL2
Jan 13 vs Beverly Bandits
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Seb Garrett (2), James 
McCormick
Assists: Andy Palmer, Tristan 
Kraemer

Bantam: MINOR AE
Jan 13 vs Oakville Rangers
Home: 3 Visitor: 9
Goals: Jonathan Enns, Mason 
Spark, Owen Brown
Assists: Owen Brown (2), 
Jonathan Enns, Mason Spark

Bantam: LL1
Jan 11 vs New Hamburg
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Josh Moore, Oscar Fitch, 
Ashton Weber
Assists: Corbin Schmidt, Josh 
Moore, Hudson Habermehl, Sam 
Goebel

Midget: LL#1
Jan 05 vs Ayr
Home: 11 Visitor: 1
Goals: Mack Willms (3), Connor 
Bentley (2), Braxten Breen (2), 
Nathan Taylor, Andrew Weber, 
Eli Baldin, Tyler Brubacher
Assists: Eli Baldin (3), Andrew 
Weber (3), Connor Bentley (2), 
Braxten Breen (2), Nathan Taylor 
(2), Tyler Brubacher, Sullivan 
Keen

Tournaments

Bantam: LL2
Jan 05 vs Arran-Elderslie Ice 
Dogs
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Tristan Kraemer, Adrian 
Kocan, Liam Hunter
Assists: Andy Palmer (2), Will 
McDougall, Adam Pauls
Shutouts: Colin Bray

Bantam: B
Jan 13 vs Orillia Hawks

Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Kaitlyn Hyatt (2), Marlee 
Fraser
Assists: Olivia Bloemberg (2), 
Marlee Fraser

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: B
Jan 05 vs London Devilettes
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Megan Nixon, Isla 
McCoubrey
Assists: Ellie Clemmer, Chloe 
Futher

Novice: B
Jan 06 vs Guelph Gryphons
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Isla McCoubrey, Chloe 
Futher (2), McKenzie Rank, Elle 
Schwindt
Assists: Isla McCoubrey, Emily 
Brubacher (2), Sage Balog, 
Rachel Heckendorn
Shutouts: Elle English

Novice: B
Jan 12 vs Stratford Aces
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Audrey English (2), Elle 
Schwindt
Assists: Lauryn Kidd, Megan 
Nixon, Isla McCoubrey, Emily 

Brubacher, Kara Grant

Novice: B
Jan 13 vs Waterloo Ravens
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Megan Nixon, Elle 
Schwindt, Isla McCoubrey
Assists: Elllie Clemmer (2), Emily 
Brubacher, Elle Schwindt

Novice: LL#1
Jan 12 vs Gyelph Jr Gryphons 
Red
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Taylor Rayfield (2), 
Madison Gofton
Assists: Cam Holland, Emily 
Wright, Keira Walsh

Novice: LL#1
Jan 13 vs Kitchener Lady Rang-
ers Red
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Madison Gofton (3), 
Taylor Rayfield, Bella Staken
Assists: Kynlee Nelson, Taylor 
Rayfield
Shutouts: Haylee Turcott

Novice: LL#2
Jan 14 vs Grand River Mustangs
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Tatianna Kocan, Ava 
Weber
Assists: Bronwyn Rozema

Atom: LL
Jan 13 vs Waterloo Ravens #1
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Addison Bettke, Addison 
Fitzgerald
Assists: Macey Robbins

Atom: A
Jan 11 vs Kitchener
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Brooke Kroetsch (2)
Assists: Julia Adams

PeeWee: BB
Jan 13 vs Grand River
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Keira Lavallee, Sara 
Forwell
Assists: Kaeley Parker

PeeWee: LL
Jan 12 vs Waterloo Ravens
Home: 1 Visitor: 3
Goals: Annalise Peters

Assists: Hailey Mueller, Addison 
Slot

Bantam: B
Jan 14 vs Twin Centre Hericanes
Home: 1 Visitor: 0
Goals: Brooke Rempel
Assists: Maggie Sabean, Rachel 
Christenson
Shutouts: Katie Lee

Tournaments

Bantam: B
Jan 11 vs Clearview Icecats
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Marlee Fraser (4)
Assists: Taylor Schmitt, Katie 
Lee, Rachel Christenson, Sophie 
Beyer

Bantam: B
Jan 11 vs Temiskaming
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Taylor Schmitt, Marlee 
Fraser (2)
Assists: Sophie Beyer, Cara 
Wing, Olivia Bloemberg (2), 
Taylor Schmitt, Kaitlyn Hyatt
Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

Bantam: B
Jan 12 vs Ennismore Eagles
Home: 1 Visitor: 0
Goals: Marlee Fraser
Assists: Katie Lee, Tia Zettel
Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

Bantam: B
Jan 13 vs Toronto Leaside 
Wildcats
Home: 4 Visitor: 0
Goals: Maggie Sabean, Taylor 
Schmitt, Olivia Bloemberg, 
Katie Lee
Assists: Marlee Fraser (2), Katie 
Lee, Kaitlyn Hyatt, Maggie 
Sabean, Madison Meincke, 
Sophie Beyer
Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

Bantam: B
Jan 14 vs Lindsay Lynx
Home: 6 Visitor: 2
Goals: Kaitlyn Hyatt, Emma 
Wiseman (2), Olivia Bloemberg, 
Marlee Fraser (2)
Assists: Marlee Fraser (2), 
Cara Wing, Madison Meincke, 
Katie Lee

THE SCORE | MINOR 
SPORT RESULTS

MINING SILVER IN OAKVILLE

The Woolwich Minor Peewee A team brought home the silver medal from the Richard Bell Memorial 
Tournament in Oakville during the Christmas break, Dec. 27-29.

NOT THE HOME TEAMS’ DAY

The visitors from Forest Heights Collegiate Institute proved to have EDSS’ number as both the senior and junior volleyball teams fell by 3-0 
decisions on Tuesday. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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WINTER

SALES
EVENT

WINTER

SALES
EVENT

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB
•  BEST-IN-CLASS◊ V8 HORSEPOWER 

WITH 6.2L V8 ENGINE

•  STANDARD FUEL EFFICIENCY TECHNOLOGIES 
LIKE ACTIVE FUEL MANAGEMENT® AND 
VARIABLE VALVE TIMING

• CLASS-EXCLUSIVE◊ MAGNETIC RIDE CONTROL

•  22” ALUMINUM WHEELS WITH PREMIUM PAINT 
AND CHROME INSERTS

•  PREMIUM GMC INFOTAINMENT∞ SYSTEM WITH 
AVAILABLE NAVIGATIONΩ

COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE ≥

5-YEAR / 100,000 KM POWERTRAIN 
COMPONENT WARRANT Y COVERAGE 
ON 2019 MODELS ˠ

GMC PRO GRADE 
PROTECTION:

AVAILABLE BUILT-IN 4G LTE
WI-FI® HOTSPOT
(DATA PLAN REQUIRED)˜

0.5%
APR

0%
FINANCING

72
MONTHS

FOR 
UP 
TO

$8,000+ TOTAL VALUE
ON SELECT MODELS ∆

UP 
TO

DRIVE INTO 
THE NEW 
YEAR WITH 
A NEW GMC.

SIERRA
CANYON TERRAIN ACADIA YUKON

DENALI ULTIMATE EDITION MODEL SHOWN

HURRY IN, 2018 MODELS ARE ALMOST GONE!

$9,000TOTAL VALUE 
ON SELECT MODELS*

GET
UP 
TO

*Offer available to qualifi ed retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between January 3 and January 31, 2019. Limited time only. $9,000 Total Value is a combined total credit value for cash purchases on eligible new 2018 Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Denali 
models with Ultimate Package including $3,500 Non-Stackable Credits (tax exclusive), $5,100 Cash Delivery Allowance and $750 Option Package Discount. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. Credits vary by model. Dealers are free to set indi-
vidual prices. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ∆ Offer available to qualifi ed retail customers in Canada on select vehicles delivered from 
January 3 to January 31, 2019. 0% purchase fi nancing (0.5% APR) offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 72 months on eligible new 2018 Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Denali models with Ultimate Package. Participating lenders are 
subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade.  Example: $70,090 fi nanced at 0% nominal rate (0.5% 
APR) equals $973 monthly for 72 months. The offer includes $5,100 Cash Delivery Allowance, $2,400 Finance Cash and $750 Option Package Discount. Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $70,090. Freight ($1,795) and air conditioning charge ($100, if applicable) 
included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and, except in Quebec, dealer fees not included (all of which may vary by dealer and region). Credits vary by model. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain 
other offers. General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) may modify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, in whole or in part, at any time, without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. As part of the transaction, dealer may request documentation 
and contact GM Canada to verify eligibility. These offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Conditions and limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See Dealer for full program details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank 
of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. ◊ Comparison based on wardsauto.com 2018 Large Light-Duty Pickup segment and latest competitive information 
available at time of printing. Excludes other GM vehicles. ∞ Full functionality requires compatible Bluetooth and smartphone, and USB connectivity for some devices. Data plan rates may apply. Ω At time of posting, detailed map coverage is available for most major urban areas of the 
United States and for certain metropolitan areas of Canada (Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg, Windsor, London, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec City and Halifax). Coverage is signifi cantly limited outside these areas. ≥ Whichever comes fi rst. Limit of four complimentary 
Lube-Oil-Filter services in total. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. Conditions and limitations apply. See your dealer for details. ˠ Whichever comes fi rst. Conditions and limitations apply, see your dealer for details.  ˜ Visit 
onstar.ca for vehicle availability, coverage maps, details and system limitations. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. 4G LTE service available in select markets. Requires active connected vehicle services and a data 
plan to access the vehicle’s built-in Wi-Fi hotspot. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Credit card is required for purchase.
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20 minutes proved a fairly 
tame affair, with a steady 
back-and-forth momentum 
and no penalties to speak 
of, the middle frame is 
where things got interest-
ing – and, for the Jacks, 
disastrous.

The turning point came 
just three minutes in when 
a slug-fest broke out be-
tween Wellesley goaltender 
Kailem Chappelle and 
Ayr’s Zach Edwards. The 
two players didn’t hold any 
punches, but Chappelle 
was slapped with some 
severe infractions, and ulti-
mately had to leave the ice.

Substituted in his place 
was Bryce Dettweiler, who 
was put on the spot com-
ing into a game already 20 
minutes old and couldn’t 
match Chappelle’s per-
formance that night. The 
shots on goal are telling: in 
the second, Ayr needed just 
six shots on goal to put up 
two more goals.

The first of those came 
on the power play, putting 
Ayr into the lead 3-2. An-
other goal came minutes 
later to make it 4-2. While 
Wellesley’s defence took 
a hit, its offense couldn’t 
dish any of the damage 
back, resulting in a 4-2 
score by the end of the 

frame.
The third saw the Jacks 

rally on both sides of the 
red line. Shaun Pickering 
got an unassisted goal five 
minutes in to make it a one-
point game. Ten minutes 
later, Ayr widened the gap 
with a fifth goal. The game 
looked out of reach at that 
point, though Ribeiro (Dan-
iel Tsiampas) made it 5-4 
with just 24 seconds to go. 
Despite the rally, the Jacks 
simply ran out of time.

Coming off Friday’s 
unexpected defeat, the 
Jacks were in Burford to 
battle the Bulldogs Sunday, 
perhaps taking out a bit of 
their frustration en route to 
an 8-1 victory.

This game was firmly in 
the Jacks’ pocket, though 
it didn’t start that way. 
Burford drew first blood in 
this competition, with Bull-
dogs’ Micha Telfer potting 
an unassisted goal in the 
first three minutes.

The Bulldogs held the 
visitors at bay for most 
of the rest of the period, 
until MacInnis (Ribeiro, 
Jonathan Tsiampas) finally 
got the Jacks on the board 
at 18:22. A second goal 
quickly followed just three 
seconds from the intermis-
sion, a power play marker 
from Alex Uttley (Matt Cas-

kanette, D. Tsiampas).
The teams were 2-1 

Wellesley when the second 
rolled around, and from 
here on out it was all Ap-
plejacks. Warren Gorman 
(Uttley, Pickering) scored 
a third point at 11:29, D. 
Tsiampas (Will Martin, 
Kyle Soper) followed with 
a fourth at 16:37, and Uttley 
again (MacInnis, Caska-
nette) 20 seconds after that 
to make 5-1 by the second 

intermission.
The final frame was 

equally auspicious, with 
Wellesley claiming another 
three points before the 
game was out. D. Tsiampas 
found his mark single-
handed at 4:13; Koby Seil-
ing (Pickering, Ribeiro) 
just seconds later at 4:46; 
and finally Pickering (Ut-
tley, picking up his second 
assist on the back of two 
goals), at 18:37 to make it 

an 8-1 finish.
With four games left in 

the season, the Jacks will 
be jockeying for a second-
place finish to start the 
playoffs on a sure footing. 
Last season saw the fifth-
place Jacks eliminated in 
the first round just four 
games into the playoffs.

Tomorrow (Friday), the 
Jacks will be in Woodstock 
for a 7:45 p.m. game against 
the home team. Saturday 

sees them play at Wellesley 
arena to face  the Norwich 
Merchants at 7:30 p.m.

On January 25, the Jacks 
will be in Wilmot to chal-
lenge the Firebirds at 7:30 
p.m. – a game that could 
very well determine the 
teams’ final placement in 
the standings. January 26, 
the Jacks will have one fi-
nal match against the Bull-
dogs at the Wellesley arena, 
a 7:30 p.m. start.

JACKS: With season winding down, Wellesley is looking to position itself for upcoming playoffs
FROM | 11

Wellesley’s James Ranson keeps his eyes on the prize during Saturday’s game against the Ayr Centennials, a 5-4 loss. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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VENTURE

FIELD
NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/
OWEN ROBERTSAGRICULTURE / C’MON GET SAPPY

Maple syrup producers 
waiting on a deep freeze

AN INDEPENDENT FI-
NANCE ADVISOR who 
keeps a particularly close 
eye on big banks and agri-
culture is urging farmers 
to consider delaying plans 
to borrow money, with so 
much uncertainty in world 
trade and bank rates des-
tined to inch up.

Rob Hall of Bankspeak 
Inc., a consultancy based 
out of Waterloo that helps 
farmers negotiate with 
lenders, says he is con-
cerned enough about the 
state of domestic and world 
affairs that he’s suggesting 
producers avoid taking out 
loans to make big purchas-
es, such as equipment.

“I’m advising farmers 
dealing with banks to build 
some liquidity into their 
balance sheets,” he says. 

“A new tractor looks 
attractive, but if you can 
repair the old one rather 
than replace it with a new 
one that requires you to 
borrow money, you’ll save 
yourself thousands of dol-
lars of debt. Try to make 
it last, hang onto it longer, 
preserve your cash, think 
about things you must 
have versus things that 
would be nice have. All 

Watching 
for new 
cracks in 
farm 
finance 
foundation

ROBERTS | 16WEATHER OR NOT| 16

FAISAL ALI

With the maple syrup season fast approaching, producers and industry-members were in Elmira for an “information day” hosted by OMSPA. Representatives from Ontario’s Ministry of Agriculture 
(OMAFRA), the Canadian Food Inspection Agency and the International Maple Syrup Institute were amongst those invited to speak at the day-long event. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

THE CHILLING COLD OF 
Canada’s winter has long 
been the herald of the com-
ing maple syrup season. 
And though the weather 
has been less dependably 
chilly than usual, syrup 
producers in the area are 
already thinking about 
the upcoming harvest. In 
anticipation of that first 
tap, almost 200 producers 
and industry professionals 
from across the region con-
verged on Elmira last week 
for a day-long seminar on 
all things syrup.

Hosted by the Waterloo-
Wellington local of the On-
tario Maple Syrup Produc-
ers’ Association (OMSPA) 
at the Elmira Lions Hall, 
the “information day” cov-
ered the gamut of subjects 
from new government reg-
ulations and guidelines to 
best practices and industry 
changes.

“Our info day, the idea 
behind it is really in the ti-
tle itself. We want to trans-
fer all the information we 
can to our members,” said 
Terry Hoover, president of 
the Waterloo-Wellington 
group and past-president 
of OMSPA.

Though an ancient prac-
tice in North America even 
by agricultural standards, 
the production of maple 
syrup is a complex and 
ever-changing endeavour. 
As with any food industry, 
there’s a raft of regulations 
and rules to keep track of, 
and keeping producers up-

to-speed on those require-
ments is key, says Hoover.

“A lot of new regulations 
[are] coming down the 
pipe, and this is one thing 
we’re trying to stay ahead 
of,” he said. “Everything is 
volunteer now, so we want 
everybody to do the latest 
[industry practices]. We 
don’t want it to turn into 
a government regulations 
and they’re going to send 
around a pile of inspectors 

and make you do it. We’re 
really hoping by us educat-
ing, [maple syrup produc-
ers will] do it on their own.”

The day wasn’t all work, 
however, and attentions 
were also turned to the 
upcoming maple-themed 
events that come with the 
harvest – the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival being the 
largest amongst them. 
Beyond that was some 
information on the Maple 

Weekend, organized by 
OMSPA, which begins on 
the same day as the Elmira 
festival (April 6 this year) 
but continues on into the 
following day.

“But I don’t really view 
it as competing against 
them. I think it’s working 
with them, because all 
these people come to this 
big huge fantastic crowd on 
Saturday, and they come to 
our place on Sunday,” said 

Hoover.
The event encourages 

the public to visit syrup 
producers across the prov-
ince, with participating 
producers listed on the 
website, www.mapleweek-
end.ca.

Before the big, syrup-
laden celebrations can take 
place, though, the trees 
need to be tapped. And 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT/
OWEN ROBERTS

Maple syrup producers 
waiting on a deep freeze

Watching 
for new 
cracks in 
farm 
finance 
foundation

waiting on a deep freeze

With the maple syrup season fast approaching, producers and industry-members were in Elmira for an “information day” hosted by OMSPA. Representatives from Ontario’s Ministry of Agriculture 
(OMAFRA), the Canadian Food Inspection Agency and the International Maple Syrup Institute were amongst those invited to speak at the day-long event. 

A string of real 
winter weather is the 
missing ingredient as 
industry participants 
start planning for the 
upcoming season at 

an Elmira session 
hosted by the local 
chapter of OMSPA

observerxtra.com/ads/

TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS

Delivered to 16,000 homes in 
Woolwich, Wellesley & Waterloo 

EVERY WEEK.

GET THE WORD OUT
IN THE OBSERVER.

NO OTHER ADVERTISING OPTION AS EFFECTIVE OR 
INEXPENSIVE TO REACH THE LOCAL MARKET. PERIOD.
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business owners should be 
re-evaluating their needs 
versus their wants.”

Money has been relative-
ly cheap to borrow for the 
past five or so years; farm-
ers, like everyone else, have 
taken advantage of it. But 
low interests rates mean 
low returns for banks. So, 
they took a volume ap-
proach, and established 
aggressive loan targets. 
They opened the doors for 
liberal borrowing practices.

But Hall says cracks 

are emerging in the low-
interest bubble. Rates are 
rising gently – he predicts 
an increase of one per cent 
or less per year for the next 
two or three years – but a 
variety of scenarios exist 
that could change that pre-
diction for the worse.

Chief among them is 
world trade and foreign 
relations. Although a new 
trade deal was struck with 
countries in the Pacific 
corridor, the world’s two 
biggest economies, China 
and the U.S., are in flux. 

That leaves many com-
modity producers in an 
export-intensive country 
like Canada exposed.   

“If rates go up and trade 
falters, there’ll be some 
stress out there,” says Hall. 
“We’re looking at probably 
two increases in the Bank 
of Canada rate this year…
and who knows what will 
happen to crop prices and 
trade?”

Indeed, Canadian prices 
generally follow U.S. prices, 
and right now, they’re a 
mess. The trade war be-

tween the U.S. and China 
left American exports in 
tatters, eliminating a huge 
market for them, creating 
an oversupply and driving 
prices down.

All this is adding up to a 
simmering anxiety among 
agricultural borrowers, 
says Hall. As well, there’s 
more stress-testing today 
than in the recent past with 
mortgages, creating angst 
among new borrowers as 
well as some people who 
are renewing a mortgage.

“I’m getting a lot of calls 

from people wondering what 
they should do,” he says.

His advice is clear, based 
on a pretty clear crystal 
ball: lock in a five-year 
term now. Interest rates 
are still historically low, so 
they have nowhere to go 
but up, and when they rise 
you’ll be protected.

As well, focus on areas 
you can pay down to reduce 
your debt, before rates go 
up gradually or spike due to 
a trade shock or something 
else unforeseen.  

“It’s good to have a cush-

ion,” he says. 
And remember: banking 

is a business. Your banker, 
account manager or finan-
cial advisor may be your 
friend, but the bank as an 
institution is not. 

On the flip side, the bank 
also wants you to succeed 
with your financial goals, 
because it’s good for them 
as well as you.

So make whatever bank-
ing friends you can, Hall 
advises. But if they move 
on, make sure you make 
new friends, quickly.

ROBERTS: Shifts in interest rates, trade issues make it a good time to hunker down, says advisor
FROM | 15
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celebrating that important 
milestone is the annual 
first tap ceremony which, 
is set for February 22. Once 
again, the event will be 
held at the Snyder Heritage 
Farms on 1213 Maple Bend 
Rd., Woolwich.

Whether the ceremonial 
first tap will line up with 
the actual tapping of the 
sugar bushes will largely 
depend on the weather. 
Last year, an early start to 
the season pushed produc-
tion ahead by weeks, caus-
ing Hoover to dub the first 
tap ceremony the “last tap.”

“I can’t tell you what’s 

going to happen next year. 
I remember the one year 
we had the worst drought 
all summer, and everybody 
said ‘there’s no moisture 
anywhere, there’s going be 
no sap.’ And then we had 
a decent sap year. So go 
figure – Mother Nature is 
fickle.

“But what I do know is 
we haven’t had a decent 
winter, but if you look at 
the forecast, we’re getting 
winter this coming week-
end,” he said, pointing to 
the minus-20°C lows fore-
casted.

“So it’s going to be cold. 
That’s what we need. We 
need a freeze, and that’s 

what makes the maples 
work. Once we get into the 
spring, that freeze-thaw 
cycle is what produces the 
sap, and that’s what we all 
wait for.”

More farmers across 
Ontario will be crossing 
their fingers for a cold 
winter, as the industry 
has been on the rise in the 
province.

While Quebec reigns as 
Canada’s undisputed syr-
up-producing powerhouse, 
pumping out 11 million 
gallons of the sweet stuff 
in 2017 compared with On-
tario’s 425,000, Ontario has 
seen a significant rise in 
the number of maple farms 

in the province. Accord-
ing to Statistics Canada, 
between 2011 and 2016, the 
number of maple farms in 

Ontario grew 12 per cent, or 
by 330 farms to 3,003. Que-
bec, by comparison, grew 
by just 2 per cent over the 

WEATHER OR NOT: Producers not yet sure what to expect from this year’s season
FROM | 15 same time period.

“The industry is expand-
ing eight to 10 per cent 
each year, so that’s nice. 
We’re not receding, we’re 
going ahead,” said Hoover. 
“That’s Ontario overall.”

Closer to home, the 
numbers are harder to pin 
down, but Hoover says he 
sees more of the same.

“I would still say the 
Waterloo Region would 
fall into that,” he said of 
the industry’s growth here. 
“Because every time I turn 
around, I hear another guy 
adding a couple of hundred 
taps here, a couple of hun-
dred taps there. So I’m sure 
we’re expanding too.” 

Displays at the Elmira event included packing options for producers.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / MUSICAL 

Many voices make for a big, joyful noise
Local performers among the 100 KW Glee singers who’ll join the K-W Symphony for shows at the Centre In The Square

VERONICA REINER

ACCOMPANIED BY A SYM-
PHONY 
orchestra, 
some 100 
young per-
formers will 
be belting out clas-
sic pop songs next week 
at a pair of KW Glee per-
formances at Kitchener’s 
Centre In The Square.

Among the ranks will be 
EDSS students Simon Ze-
nker and Hadley Mustakas, 
who have been practicing 
for months in preparation 
as members of the KW 
Glee Club, a pop-rock choir 
based in Waterloo. The 
show is a new experience 
for both of them.

“I’m excited and super 
nervous,” said Zenker 
of the upcoming perfor-
mance. “It’s definitely go-
ing to be the biggest show 
I’ve ever done. It’s my first 
time doing anything like 
this – I’ve done musicals 
before, but this is so much 
different. 

“There’s no story in-
volved, so you kind of show 
your own story through 
each song. Which is cool to 
do, because you can invent 
your own story about each 
song, and how you want to 
portray each dance move.”

The KW Glee Club 
is again partnering 

with the Kitch-
ener-Waterloo 

Sym-
phony, 
following 
up on two 
successful col-
laborations in 2015 
and 2017. 

“I think it’s an in-
credible opportunity 
to be performing with 
the symphony,” added 
Mustakas. “I just find 
it’s an amazing group 
of people – this is my 
first term, and they’re 
all so welcoming and 
talented.”

Participants will be 
performing chart-top-
ping pop hits such as 
High Hopes by Panic! 
at the Disco, as well 
as songs by artists 
including Rihanna, 

Michael Jackson, Coldplay 
and The Bee Gees. There 
will also be a variety of 
unique combinations of 
songs throughout the show, 
with the opening number 
being a 15-minute Greatest 
Showman medley.

It features popular music 
from across the decades 
since the 1960s, which 
should make 
it appeal-
ing to 

all audience members, said 
Mustakas.

“It’s a great show for 
everyone,” said Mustakas. 
“Because there’s old-time 
music, and pop songs 
today. It’s just an upbeat 
show that’s really fun.”

Led by conductor and 
arranger Trevor Wagler, 
the group has practiced 
six hours a week since 

October to prepare for 
the performance. Ze-
nker said his singing 

and dancing skills have 
significantly progressed 
since the start of practices, 
as well as learning relevant 
techniques such as breath 

management.
“Going into 

this, I had two 
left feet,” said 
Zenker 

with a laugh. “But it’s 
definitely a great learning 
experience. Because I’m 
proud that I’ve got this far. 
I’m happy to say that I’ve 
definitely got a lot better 
at singing and dancing 
through this experience.

“Because it’s a lot of 
practice, it’s not just a 
show, but an excellent 
learning environment. 
We’re paired up with a 
singing teacher and danc-
ing coaches who are really 
fantastic and support us.”

Comprised of young peo-
ple ages 9-13 (junior) and 
14-19 (senior), KW Glee is 
distinct by combining stel-
lar vocals and full throttle 
choreography to bring each 
song to life in an innova-
tive way. The group is also 

dedicated to building 
the confidence and 

diligence of each of 
its members. 

Potential mem-
bers need to suc-

cessfully audition 
to be a part of the KW 

Glee Club, and dedicate 
the proper time commit-
ment to deliver the best 
performance possible. 

“KW Glee has grown 
dramatically since 

it started in 2010. What 
started as a group of 40 
local kids performing in 
a church has evolved into 
over 100 kids from all over 
the region entertaining 
thousands of people annu-
ally,” said Amanda Kind, 
the group’s artistic direc-
tor. “We are fortunate to 
have the best of the best 
from every school in the 
area from KW and Cam-
bridge, to Guelph, Elmira, 
and even farther out. The 
kids are thrilled to have 
the unique opportunity to 
share their passion and gift 
for music in such a special 
concert alongside the es-
teemed KW Symphony.”

The KW Glee show is 
set for January 22 at 7:30 
pm and January 23 at 7:30 
pm at 101 Queen St. N. in 
Kitchener at the Centre in 
the Square stage. Tickets 
can be purchased online 
at kwsymphony.ca or by 
calling 519-745-4711 or 
888-745-4717. For more 
information, visit www.
kwgleeclub.com.
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EDSS student Hadley Mustakas is part of 
the KW Glee group that will be performing 
with the symphony next week. 
[VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

HELP WANTED

CONT. PG. 19

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Fitter Welder  
(minimum 3 years experience)
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.)
 

Mig Welder 
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.) 
Are you capable of: 
• Layout of plate and sheet metal from       
   blueprints 
• Able to work with minimum supervision 
• High quality workmanship 
• Regular and punctual attendance 

Spray Painter 
Knowledge of:
• Electrostatic 
• Air assisted airless 
• Conventional Pot Gun would be an asset 

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefits 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIMITED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

   519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC

  

 

 

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

• Have above average mechanical skills
• Perform repairs & preventative 

maintenance on all shop equipment
• Trouble shoot & diagnoses electrical & 

mechanical problems for welders, plasmas 
& all metal fab equipment

• Good knowledge of Electricity
• Set- up mig & stick welders and operate
• Set-up Torches, Plasma & Tig Welder 

and operate
• Have own hand goods 
• Keep record of equipment repairs 

& inspections
• Able to read blueprints
• Have Fitter Welder qualifications

FOR CUSTOM METAL FAB SHOP
QUALIFICATIONS

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery has 
an immediate opening for a motivated 
general laborer. 
Duties include:
chick handling, egg handling and clean-up. 

Competitive wage.

HELP WANTED

Wightman, a leading independent telecom 
company offering internet, digital TV, phone, 

and mobility products,  has an immediate 
opening for a Field Operations Technician.

FIELD OPERATIONS TECHNICIAN
If you are a technician with telecommunications, 
digital TV, and business systems experience, or 
have an electronics background, you may be 
the candidate to join our installation and service 
team. A valid, clean Ontario Driver License is 
required. Applicants must be bondable.

Additional details of the position can be 
found on our website in the Careers section at 
www.wightman.ca

The chosen candidate(s) will play an integral 
part on the company team, delivering award-
winning customer service. Wightman offers 
a competitive compensation package, and 
provides a safe and fulfilling work environment.   

Qualified candidates should send 
resumes by March 1st 2019 to 

fieldoperations@wightman.ca 

We thank all who apply, however only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

HOME  
HARDWARE

MATERIAL  
HANDLERS

JOB FAIRS

Each year Home Hardware Stores Limited employs over 
150 Terms and Students to work in the St. Jacobs Dealer 
Support Centre during the summer to cover holiday shifts 
and help during our busiest time of the year. Material 
Handlers pick and pack product for our Dealers.  Must 
be able to perform strenuous physical activities, including: 
walking, standing, bending, lifting and must be willing to be 
trained on powered lift equipment.
Term Material Handlers 
– We are hiring for the Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) and 
Night Shift (11pm-7am) from March to October.  Rate of pay 
will start at $18.27, 3 months $19.18, 6 months $20.14, plus 
7.5% shift premium for Afternoons and Nights.
Student Material Handlers 
– We are hiring for the Day Shift (7am-3pm) and the 
Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) from May to August.   
Applicants must be 16 years old to be eligible. Students 
need to be available to work Saturdays and public 
holidays as required. Rate of pay for students is $16.00.

AT HOME HARDWARE’S  
DEALER SUPPORT CENTRE

34 HENRY STREET, ST. JACOBS
(ENTER THROUGH RECEPTION)

BRING YOUR RESUME  
AND REFERENCES!

WALK-IN FOR AN INTERVIEW!
Unable to attend?

Please send your resume or inquiries to  
hr@homehardware.ca

We look forward to meeting you!

WE WILL ACCOMMODATE THE NEEDS OF QUALIFIED APPLICANTS UNDER THE HUMAN RIGHTS CODE  
IN ALL PARTS OF THE HIRING PROCESS.

TERM & STUDENT  
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

PLEASE JOIN US ON EITHER ONE OF THE JOB FAIR DATES
SATURDAY 

JAN. 19, 2019
9:00am to 11:00am

WEDNESDAY
 FEB. 6, 2019

3:00pm to 6:00pm

ELMIRA OBSV_2019 4col-5.063x4.617.indd   1 2018-12-28   1:03 PM

HELP WANTED

Thur Transport is looking for a  
PART TIME STRAIGHT TRUCK DRIVER.  

3 Days a week starting at 5:30am till noon.  
Wage is $21.-$27 depending on experience

Please send resume & abstract to  
karen@thurtransport.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

HELP WANTED

9A Church St East Elmira

Green Valley is looking for a reliable person 
to work approximately 20-30 hours a week.
Health food experience is not essential, but a 
retail and customer service background is. 
We offer an engaging customer service position 
with competitive pay, ongoing training, employee 
discount and available benefit program. 

Shifts will include some evenings and Saturdays.  

Please email resumes to info@greenvalleyhealth.ca 
or drop one off in the store.  

#1 NEWS SOURCE
IN THE REGION

WORK 
WANTED

GOOD, RELIABLE DRYWALL 
taping and sanding 
work. No job is too small.  
226-622-7648.

FOR SALE

1 CROSSWALK TREADMILL 
exerciser. 1 Free Spirit Ellipti-
cal trainer. Excellent condi-
tion. Fair Price. Call Jim at 
519-669-4596.
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LOOKING 
FOR LOCAL 

WORK? 
YOU’VE COME TO 
THE RIGHT PLACE.

AUCTION

AUCTION

LARGE INDOOR 
MULTIPLE ESTATE 

AUCTION

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Office: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website: www.bowmanauctions.ca 

Equipment, Tools, Antiques, Furniture 
and Household Effects 

SATURDAY JANUARY 12 2019 
SALE STARTS AT 10:00 AM

Bowman Auction Centre
7213 Line 86 Wallenstein, Ontario

Approximately 6 km west of Elmira 
Shop Equipment: Pallet pump cart; steel band saw; 
Lincoln stik welder; sandblaster; propane water heater; 
1” drive socket set; pipe bender; large tank torch set; 
upright air compressor; portable air compressors; steel 
chop saw; cordless drills; table saw; bench grinders; 
tool boxes; steel shelving; floor jacks; electric and gas 
pressure washers; 3” well pump; and more.
Tools: Chainsaws; Stihl quick cut saw; portable vacuum 
pump w/ surge milker; back pack blower; 5hp chipper/
shredder; walk-behind snowblowers; handyman jack; 
alum. step ladders; 11hp Kawasaki side shaft motor 
(NEW); good selection of forks and shovels; car ramps; 
quick clamps; scroll saw; shop vac; and much more.
Miscellaneous: 3 scanner/printers; flat screen TV’s; 
large 8 pane brass window frames; dehumidifiers; wall 
and mantle clocks; table top old hockey game; lamps; 
area rugs; power fold-up treadmill; 2 person hot tub; 
stacks of milk crates; storage tubs; Kirby and Filter 
Queen vacuums; central vac unit; and lots more.
Furniture: 5pc. queen size oak bedroom set (NICE); 
5pc. double size waterfall bedroom set; 3pc. grey 
double size bedroom set; sewing cabinet w/ elevator; 
leather office chair; cedar chest; single bed w/ drawers; 
sofa bed; recliner chair w/ heat and massage; brown 
recliner; red leather chair w/ love seat; wooden desks; 
3/4 bed frames; bookshelves; grandfather clock; china 
cabinets; dressers; and more.
Antiques: Swing mirror dressers; sideboard w/ clock 
shelf; extension table w/ centre leg; treadle sewing 
machines; bonnet chest; organ stool; parlour tables; 
records; and more.

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
At the St. Jacobs Community Centre in St. 

Jacobs for an area estate with additions 
on:

Wednesday January 23 at 9:45 AM

PARTIAL ONLY: blanket box; pine drop 
leaf table; pine bonnet chest; pine table with 
drawer; smoke stand; 2 rockers; 6 press 
back chairs; treadmill; leather office chair; 
2 drawer oak chest of drawers; oak table; 
pine shelf; pine table; oak chest of drawers; 
arm chairs; matching maple book shelves; 
4 matching chairs; retro record player and 
speakers;   magazine stand; bookshelf; 
rocker; oil lamps; vintage toys; waterfall 
cedar chest; maple bookshelf; records; 
hall table; half moon table; leather recliner 
and couch; lazy boy; wheel chair; walker; 
hard cover luggage; Ultramatic single bed 
new; hall table; sewing machine and stand; 
silver set; magazine stand; small bookcase; 
double bed; wood canister set; single bed 
with pillow top mattress; wine rack shelf; 
early 1900;s rocker; advertising pieces; 
drop leaf table; pedestal oak table; small 
wooden box; old blanket box; 4 press back 
chairs; smoke stand; washstand; telephone 
table; vintage lamp shades; gun powder tins; 
telephone books; 1800’s books; fishing reels; 
supplies; books; etc; flatware; toys; puzzles; 
calendars; tin signs; photos; jack knives; 
vintage kitchenware; granite; quantity of 
older glass and china; crystal; depression; 
old kitchenware; oil lamps; crocks; jugs; 
washboard; vintage linens; cookware; 
Tupperware; cheese dish; silverware; 
lawnmower; lawn chairs; ladders; file 
cabinet; variety of hand; power; and lawn 
and garden tools.

DAVID CARSON FARMS & 
AUCTION SERVICES LTD.

SAT. JANUARY 26TH – 11:00 A.M. – Beef 
Cow & Calf Sale. Offering cows, breeder 
bulls, and cow/calf pairs. Cull cows at 11A.M. 
followed by Stocker sale. Consignments 
Accepted! 
AS OF JANUARY 1ST Carsons Dairy Sales 
will be switching to 1 dairy sale per month 
held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month. 
Carson Farms has on hand at all times Fresh, 
Springing and Bred & Open heifers for 
Private Sale.  We are available at all time for 
Herd Dispersals. Next Dairy Sale – Wed. Feb 13th.

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca
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Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) 
Thursday, January 24, 2019 - 6:30 p.m. Public Meeting

Dodie Hummel Boardroom, 2nd Floor
Administration Building, 24 Church Street West, Elmira

St. Jacobs Business Improvement Area 
Annual Meeting of the General Membership

Date:        Tuesday February 12th 6:00 pm

Location:  Block 3 Brewery

Agenda:    Summary of 2018 Activity
                  Election of New Board of Management
                  Presentation of 2019 Budget
                  New initiatives for 2019 – website, beautification plans
                  University of Waterloo Community Partnership

                  Q & A session

For more information please contact Carrie Briscoe coordinator@stjacobsvillage.com

AUCTION

PRIVATE SALE

Here's your opportunity to live in St Jacobs! $509,000
Spacious 3 Bedroom/2 bathroom home for sale. 9-12 foot ceilings. 
35 x 40 ft Deck. There is a renovated shop on the property. Double Lot! 
Two separate driveways. Fits 6 cars. Private Sale - 2% Commission to 
Buyers Agent. CALL NOW 226.750.6265

PUBLIC NOTICE

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Drayton | $419,900
Nice open concept bungalow on a good sized lot backing onto schoolgrounds . 
3+2 bedrooms and 2 full baths for the growing family. Enjoy the gas fireplace in 
the finished rec room. Lots of storage. MLS Call Dale direct.

REAL ESTATE

We are looking for a full time team member to join 
our warehouse team at our Ariss, Ontario location
Responsible for the loading and o�oading of 
skidded and bulk agri commodities.  

REQUIREMENTS: 
•  Be able to safely handle large trucks
•  Be physically capable of repeated lifting 

and climbing
• Possess a strong level of attention to 

detail and quality processes. 
•  Previous experience with handling of bulk 

commodities and forklift operation is 
preferred but not required.

•  An AZ or DZ license is an asset. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN FULL TIME, YEAR ROUND 
WORK WITH A GROWING FAMILY BUSINESS, 
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RESUME VIA EMAIL TO 

TGERBER@SPRUCEBROOKFARMS.COM.

Full Time 
Warehouse Team member

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Rosendale Farms Ltd is a local, independent 
agribusiness serving grain and livestock produc-
ers throughout parts of Waterloo, Wellington and 
Perth counties.  

At this time, we are accepting applications to �ll an

Accounting position. 
Job summary: responsible for all accounting 
functions, up to the preparation of formal year-end 
�nancial statements as well as payroll and 
employee bene�ts administration.

Speci�c duties include: Monthly preparation of 
journal entries and bank recs, accurate and timely 
�ling of HST, WSIB and EHT returns, semi-monthly 
payroll, liaison with external accounting �rm for 
annual review engagement and other duties as 
required.

Experience and skills: a minimum of 5 years 
accounting experience and accounting/bookkeep-
ing designation is preferred, excellent ability to work 
independently within a team environment and 
provide excellent customer service.

 Our ideal candidate will be ambitious, organized 
with excellent attention to detail to provide 
accurate results.

Resumes should be emailed to
info@rosendalefarms.com

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, new, 
never used, still in sealed bag. Sac-
rifice $195. Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

AUCTIONS

FRI. JAN. 18 at 5:00 PM -  Farm toy 
auction of approx. 300 toys includ-
ing Farmall; precision; literature; 
Teeswater custom; Cockshutt; and 
much much more at the St. Jacobs 
Community Centre 29 Parkside Dr. 
St. Jacobs for area collectors. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 www.jant-
ziauctions.com

WED. JAN 23 at 9:45 AM - Clearing 
auction sale of furniture; household 
effects; tools; antiques; primitives; and 
miscellaneous items at the St. Jacobs 
Community Centre 29 Parkside Dr. St. 
Jacobs. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 656 
3555 www.jantziauctions.com

LARGE MULTIPLE ESTATE Auction 
of shop tools, battery scooter, fur-
niture, antiques and house hold 
effects. Sale to be held at #7213 
Line 86 Wallenstein approx. 6 km 
west of Elmira. Saturday, January 26 
10:00 AM. Gerald Bowman Auctions  
519-638-5708.

AUCTION SALE OF Trucks, car, trac-
tors, combine, machinery and 
miscellaneous items, to be held at 
50 Wilmot Line, Waterloo - I mile 
west of Waterloo or 2 miles east of 
St. Agatha (north off Erb’s Rd.), for 
Hergott Farms Ltd. (Tony Hergott), 
on Wednesday, January 30th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber auctions Ltd.  
519-699-4451 or 519-698-0138 CLASSIFIED AD LISTINGS CONTINUE ON PAGE 23

CLASSIFIED ADS FROM PG 18
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REAL ESTATE

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

From $499,900

These brand new freehold townho-
mes offer an oversized garage w/10’ 
door. Lovely kitchen w/lots of cabin-
etry, pantry, island & granite. Open 
concept to great rm. w/gas fireplace 
, tray ceiling. Oversized window & 
walkout.M/bed will accom.a king 
sized bed, has a walkin closet & full 
ensuite. Everything is on one level!  
Prices start @ $499,900. Exclusive. 

BUR OAK, ELMIRA

$698,700 

This updated bungalow is better than 
new! Kitchen (w/granite countertops) 
new flooring (main level) ensuite bath-
room, furnace & CAC all replaced in 
the last 4 years. Popular open concept 
is great for entertaining. Huge rec. rm. 
2 bdrms& 4 pc.bath in lower level. Con-
crete drive.New very private backyard. 
New MLS 

155 BROOKMEAD ST., ELMIRA

$469,900 

Quaint very well maintained 1 ½ sto-
rey with a large updated kitchen com-
plete w/island, ceramic backsplash & 
dinette area. Livingroom, 2 bedrooms 
on the main floor – with hardwood 
floors.Upper master suite with 4 pc en-
suite& walk-in closet. Finished rec rm 
w/wet bar electric F.P., den/office & 4 
pc bathroom. Walk-up to fenced yard.
Beautifully landscaped with pergola, 
covered deck & hot tub. Steps from the 
rec. centre. MLS 

6 ERNST ST., ELMIRA

Serving the community for 27 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

FREE Market Evaluation
$409,900 ELMIRA
Location! Location! Location! Great Starter offers 
renovated kitchen, formal dining room with walk 
out to deck and rear yard, cozy living room, family 
room, three bedrooms, rec room and bathroom. 
Detached garage and paved drive. MLS. Call Bert 
to view.

NEW
LISTING!

$419,900 ELMIRA
Older two and a-half storey with beautiful original 
wood trim, wide baseboards, stained glass, four 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, large formal dining 
rooms with solid pocket doors to large formal 
living room and detached garage. Backing to 
green space. MLS. Call Bert to view.

NEW
LISTING!

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Call or email today for a FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, OPINONS of VALUE!

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com

ELMIRA COMMERCIAL FOR LEASE

Contact us by email: mildred@thefreyteam.com

Len Frey
Sales Representative

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6368

Mildred Frey
Broker

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6970

5& 7 Church St. West Elmira: FOR LEASE:  
This unit consists of 1,527 sq. ft. @11.00 on the 
main st just before the bank.  And is part of 
Kitchen Kuttings cheese store.  Can be shown 
with 24 hours notice during working hours.  
Great location call to view. MLS 30698515

4-112 Oriole Parkway Elmira: FOR LEASE  
Unit is 1,821 Sq. ft. @ 10.00 in a very active 
mall.  Other tenants are laundry, pizza, hair 
salon, and mini-mart.  Fantastic location for 
any business.  Wide spread of uses. Require 24 
hours notice.  Call to view. MLS 30681168

5-112 Oriole Parkway Elmira: FOR LEASE  
Unit is 1,310 Sq. ft. @ 10.00 in the same mall 
as above.  This unit is vacant and can be 
shown on short notice during daylight hours.  
Evenings might need 24 hours.  Has a 
reception area in the front.  Great spot in an 
active mall.  Call to view. MLS 30677552

4433 Line 72 Newton

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

MLS# 30700766

Dream Garage/Work Shop This one will not last long

$460,000

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Cozy 3 bedroom Bungalow in quiet town of Newton.  This 
Property offers a large 25’ X  50’ a�ached workshop, pipes 
already installed for in floor hea�ng.  Main floor windows and 
doors all replaced in last 6 years … Roof only 7 years old.  Large 
lot for Summer BBQ’s …  invite all your friends and family …. 
Overnight parking for ALL!!!!

Drayton -  A rare opportunity to own a custom built bungalow in a picturesque country setting only 30 minutes to KW. This meticulously maintained home has an open 
concept feel and is finished from top to bottom.  With the sprawling island, formal living room, family room and main floor laundry, this home has been well thought 
out. Entertaining is a breeze in this huge rec room, two bedrooms and an office in the basement.  In addition to the single garage, the 24X24 ft detached workshop will 
impress. Call today to visit this property!

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Lorem ipsum

$899,900$899,900

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

����������������������������������������
������	����

WORD ADS WORK
Small ads, big results. 

Generate big business, in small ways. 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

Shanna

WANT TO SELL? CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

$409,000  ELMIRA  
Amazing price for 
this well maintained 
detached Bungalow 
home.  Many 
updates have been 
completed. Room to 
add extra  and 
bathroom if one 
desires.  Spacious 
lot 60' x 135'.

$719,000 AND $749,000  TWO properties creating an unique opportunity!  
4500 sq ft shop + 2nd floor office space and large mezzanine ideal for at 
home operating business zone SC-5.  The picturesque setting for this 
desirable backsplit home offers the privacy of a country property, 
inground pool, very well maintained. Please call for your private showing 
and details for MLS 30698994 and MLS 30698998

VILLAGE SETTING - COMMERCIAL + RESIDENCE

PARADIGM ELMIRA HOMES
ONLY ONE UNIT REMAINING
IN THE FIRST PHASE OF 
TOWN HOMES! 
Base Price includes finished basement 
$492,000.  2+1 bedroom, 3 full 
bathrooms, central air conditioning, 
gas fireplace, hardwood & ceramic 
flrs, custom kitchen with island, master 
ensuite, main floor laundry, walkout + 
more!  EXCLUSIVE

SAT, JAN 19TH • 1PM-3PM 
2 PEREGRINE CRESCENT, ELMIRAOPEN HOUSE $444,000  ELMIRA RETIREMENT 

- STARTER BUNGALOW  Ideally 
located within minutes of the Rec 
Centre and Downtown.  Beautifully 
maintained sold brick home with 
updated windows, trim, doors, 
kitchen and more.  Amazing yard 
77' x 105' mature with garden shed, 
garden and tiered deck.  3 
Bedrooms, 2 bath and finished rec 
room.  NEW MLS.

$599,000  4 LEVEL BACKSPLIT
Welcome to this spacious 4 level 
well maintained home.  Desirable 
location. Updated kitchen with 
stainless steel appliances 
overlooking the lovely family room 
with gas fireplace, plus walk out to 
private deck and 142' mature yard. 
Double car garage and double drive.  
Shows well  NEW MLS.
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• relief from Section 6.4.1 e) to reduce the required rear yard setback to zero metres 
whereas 1 metre is required for a proposed 93 square metre accessory residential 
building, as an addition to the existing driveshed; and

• relief from Section 7.2.4 to reduce the required rear yard setback to zero metres 
whereas 7.5 metres is required for a proposed 20 square metre addition to the 
existing farm driveshed.

The effect of the variance requests will allow the applicant to construct a 113 square 
metre addition to the existing driveshed, of which 93 square metres of the new addition 
is proposed to be devoted to a wood finishing operation as a home occupation, and the 
additional 20 square metres will be added to the driveshed.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 4/2019 – Erma and Martha Sauder, 1338 and 
1340 King Street North, St. Jacobs
Zone / Use:  Residential Medium Density (R-3) / single detached dwelling, accessory shed 
and a quilt store (Minor Variance Approvals A 3/07 and A 7/2018)
The property has minor variance approval to allow the retail of quilting material, crafts 
and associated supplies as a legal non-conforming use as well as the retail of dry goods/ 
convenience store items within the existing 50 square metre store together with 18 square 
metres of storage located within the dwelling.  The applicant has started construction 
of a 7.7 square metre enclosed access area between the store and the dwelling and is 
requesting the following:

• relief from Section 6.10.2 d) to reduce the building line setback from 6 metres to 
approximately 5.3 metres adjacent to a street (King Street North) for the new enclosed 
access as well as to permit enclosing the existing front porch; and

• to expand the legal non-conforming use to include the new 7.7 square metre enclosed 
access and the existing 6.4 square metre front porch, proposed to be enclosed, as 
associated areas to the store.

The effect of the variance will permit the construction of an enclosed access area between 
the store and house as well as permit the enclosure of the front porch as a connection to 
the new covered access and a small storage area (i.e. freezer), all associated with the 
store.  The property is located at the corner of King Street North and Princess Street East.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 5/2019 and CONSENT APPLICATION B 1/2019 – 
Phares and Lynn Horst, 33 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs
Zone / Use:  Residential Medium Density (R-3) / single detached dwelling and accessory buildings
The applicant is proposing to create a new residential building lot and requires the 
following variance and consent applications to facilitate the proposal:

Minor Variance Application A 5/2019
• to request relief from Section 12.5 to recognize the existing rear yard setbacks of 

approximately 3.48 metres and 5.46 metres for the existing dwelling, whereas 7.5 
metres is required.

Consent Application B 1/2019
• to sever a parcel of land measuring approximately 19.5 by 43.8 metres (854 square 

metres) from 33 Northside Drive to create a new residential building lot.  The existing 
pool, metal clad building and sheds are proposed to be removed from the proposed 
severed lands.

The proposed retained lands at 33 Northside Drive will measure approximately 30 by 47 
metres (1,410 square metres) and contain a single detached dwelling.

NOTICE OF THE DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will 
be sent to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who sign 
the register at the meeting.  If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee 
of Adjustment in respect to an application, you must submit a written request (to the 
Secretary-Treasurer – Nancy Thompson ext. 6040) or sign the register at the meeting.  This 
will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:
Anyone in opposition to a decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal.  The Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant 
did not make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a 
decision was given, or does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to 
make a submission to the Committee.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 
197/96 and 200/96

On February 4, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet to consider the following 
applications.  All persons interested in the applications may attend and may contact 
Nancy Thompson regarding meeting details or visit the Township Webpage – Township 
Services – Mayor and Council – Agendas and Minutes and select the applicable meeting date.
The Committee will also consider submissions for or against the applications if submitted 
to the Township of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on January 29, 2019 (Note that 
this date is before the meeting).  Submissions can be forwarded to Jeremy Vink at the 
address noted at the top of this page, by email jvink@woolwich.ca or by fax 519-669-4669. 
Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and presented at the 
meeting. This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record 
that is available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  Please 
note that while the Committee may redact some personal information such as email 
addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made public in their 
entirety.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 1/2019 – Doris Winfield, 5961 Crowsfoot Road
Zone / Use:  Agricultural (A) / single detached dwelling and accessory building
The applicant is requesting relief from the following:

• Section 6.4.1 a) to allow an accessory building to be located ahead of the building line; and
• Section 6.4.4 to increase the total accessory building size from 112 square metres to 

115 square metres; 
 to permit the construction a 4-bay detached garage with a porch overhang, 

approximately 6.5 metres ahead of the front wall of the existing dwelling.  The existing 
14 square metre accessory building is proposed to be demolished.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 2/2019 – Dusan Popovic, 2739 Kressler Road, 
Heidelberg
Zone / Use:  Settlement Residential (R-1) / single detached dwelling and accessory building
The applicant is requesting permission to recognize the existing undersized residential lot 
as follows:

• lot frontage of 17.6 metres whereas 18 metres is required;
• lot width of 17.6 metres whereas 30 metres is required; and
• lot area of 860 square metres whereas 1,390 square meters is required;

In addition, the applicant is requesting permission to recognize existing building setbacks 
as follows:

• building line setback adjacent to a street of 1.2 metres whereas 6 metres is required; and
• south side yard setback of 0.8 metres whereas 1.2 metres is required.

These variances will allow the applicant to construct a two storey addition to the rear of 
the dwelling which exceeds 25% of the existing residential floor area as well as allow 
changes to the roofline of the existing dwelling so as to align it with the proposed two-
storey addition.The applicant is proposing to remove the existing rear portion of the 
dwelling and replace it with a two storey house addition and attached garage.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 3/2019 – Lloyd Brubacher, 247 Ruggles Road
Zone / Use:  Agricultural (A) / single detached dwelling, two barns, a driveshed and two 
horse shelters
The applicant is proposing to establish a wood finishing operation as a home occupation 
on the property and is requesting the following:

• relief from Section 6.18.2 to increase the size of a home occupation to a floor area not 
more than 93 square metres whereas a maximum of 35 square metres is permitted;

• relief from Section 6.18.6 to permit mechanical equipment associated with the wood 
finishing operation whereas only normal household, hobby or office equipment is permitted;
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YOUR 
BUSINESS

RIGHT 
HERE.

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Humidity or Heating
Issues in Your Home?

CALL 519-206-0336
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE   www.koebelhcm.com

Give us a call or visit us online.

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

YOUR 
BUSINESS

RIGHT 
HERE.

Advertise your 
business services in 

our service directory. 
Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 

Call Donna at 
519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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DEATH NOTICES
FREY, ALMEDA (NEE Horst) Passed away peacefully at St. Mary’s Hos-
pital in Kitchener, on Monday, January 14, 2019, at the age of 75 years.

HASSON, AUDREY MARGARET - Passed away at Twin Oaks of Maryhill on 
January 11, 2019 at the age of 88. 

KURTZ, GRACE ANNETTA (Bruder) - Passed away with her family by her 
side at Hospice Wellington, Guelph, on Wednesday, January 9, 2019, in 
her 82nd year.

LINES, GARRY GEORGE - Passed away peacefully surrounded by his 
family on Thursday, January 10, 2019 at the Central Huron Hospice, 
Clinton. Garry Lines of Milverton in his 73rd year. 

NOLL, LAURA (NEE Ropp) - Peacefully, on Thursday, January 10, 2019 
at Tyndall Seniors Village, Mississauga. Laura was born 88 years ago 
in Wellesley.

OBITUARY

WILLIAMSON,  
Richard (Rich) Norman

It is with heavy hearts that we announce 
the sudden and tragic death of Rich in 
St. Catharines on Saturday, January 
5, 2019 at the age of 53.  Predeceased 
by his parents William and Norma  
Williamson.  Left to mourn his passing 
is his son, Tyler Williamson, his sister, 
Janice McFaden, his brothers; Robb 
(Dee) Williamson and Paul Williamson.  
Uncle Rich will be sadly missed by 
Buck, Lilibeth, David, Gabriella and  
Anastasia. In accordance with the  
family’s wishes, cremation has taken 
place and a celebration of Rich’s life 
will take place in May in Stratford,  
Ontario.  Rich’s inurnment will take place 
with his parents at Innerkip Cemetery.   
Arrangements have been entrusted to 
Considerate Cremation & Burial Services, 
52 Scott Street West, St. Catharines  
(between Ontario Street & South Service 
Road), 289-362-1144. Online condolences 
may be made at ccbscares.ca

ccbscares .ca

Martin, Allen D. 
Having finished his work here on earth, Allen was called to his 
eternal home on Wednesday, January 9, 2019. At the age of 
75 he had fulfilled his role as a mentor, teacher and helper. 
Born on February 13, 1943 he pursued his dream of being an 
educator, a position which he held for 33 years in Waterloo 
Region, with most of his career at Linwood Public School. 
Allen served as a volunteer firefighter with the Floradale Fire 
Department for over 27 years. Having a deep love for music, 
Allen led church choirs, taught music, and sang in several 
gospel music groups. His other interests included photography, 
woodworking, fishing, as well as church and community  
involvement. Allen brought a smile and a laugh to everyone 
he knew and anyone he came in contact with. He lived life to 
the fullest every day. 

When a diagnosis of Parkinson’s Disease at age 50 forever 
changed his course, Allen found a great joy in writing a column, 
“My Side of the Dam”, for the Woolwich Observer. He also 
appreciated going with Pauline on many bus trips during his 
early retirement years. While Parkinson’s progressively and 
irrevocably changed his life, Allen took these changes and 
disappointments in stride, showing acceptance, gratitude, 
and grace.

Allen will be lovingly missed by his dear wife of 52 years, 
Pauline (Gingrich) Martin, whom he married on July 2, 1966. 
He will be forever remembered by his children, Sherri and 
James Martin-Carman, and Tammy and Calvin Shantz, all of 
Elmira. Allen will always be cherished by his grandchildren, 
Erika (Marty) Metzger, Amber Shantz and her friend Jacob 
Vos, Justin Frayne and Caleb Martin-Carman. Survived by his 
siblings Leo (Elsie), Menno (Laurel), Ernie (Carol), Raymond, 
Phares (Marlene), and sister-in-law Betty Martin. Also 
missed by the Gingrich family: Florence (Darrell) Jantzi, Cliff 
(Yvonne), Carol (Dalton) Jantzi, Bonnie, and  Darlene (Eric) 
Frede. Allen is predeceased by his parents Henry and Magdalena 
(Diefenbacher) Martin, his siblings Marion (Gord) Longmire 
and Lloyd; Pauline’s parents Ivan and Matilda Gingrich, and 
her brothers Jim Gingrich and Larry Gingrich.

The family received relatives and friends at the Floradale 
Mennonite Church, 22 Florapine Road, Floradale, on Thursday, 
January 10, 2019 from 7-9 p.m., and Friday, January 11, 2019 
from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. A memorial service took  place at 2 pm 
on Monday, January 14, 2019 at Floradale Mennonite Church. 
A private interment took place in Floradale Mennonite Cemetery 
prior to the service. 

We cannot express enough gratitude to all the staff at  
Barnswallow Place Care Community for the exemplary care 
and love shown to Allen and our family. The dignity and  
respect given was second to none. You are angels here on earth. 

As expressions of sympathy, donations to the Rockway Mennonite 
Collegiate, or Community Care Concepts would be appreciated. 

Arrangements entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

In Loving Memory of 
Dale Schmidt

We thought of you today
but that is nothing new.

We thought about you yesterday
and days before that too.

We think of you in silence,
We often speak your name.
All we have are memories

and your picture in a frame.
Your memory is our keepsake
with which we’ll never part,
God has you in His keeping
we have you in our hearts.

Missing you always!
Your loving Barbara and family

FAMILY ALBUM

OBITUARY

Martin, Samuel M.
Passed away peacefully at his home, 
RR 2, Elmira, on Sunday, January 13, 
2019, at the age of 91 years. Beloved 
husband of Melvina (Bowman) Martin. 
Dear father of Laverne and Ermina of 
RR 1, Elmira, Selema Martin of RR 6, 
Mount Forest, Cleason and Ermina of 
RR 2, Kenilworth, Velina Martin and 
Minerva Martin, both of RR 2, Elmira, 
Esther and Allen Brubacher of RR 4, 
Powassan, David and Rebecca of RR 
2, Kenilworth, Amsey and Lydia of RR 
4, Massey, Maryann and Jacob Martin 
of RR 3, Waterloo, and Paul of RR 2, 
Elmira. Survived by 26 grandchildren 
and 11 great-grandchildren. Prede-
ceased by his parents Levi and Velina 
(Martin) Martin, five brothers, four 
sisters, and five grandchildren. The 
family received relatives and friends 
on Monday, January 14, 2019 from 1-6 
p.m. at the family home, 1622 Scotch 
Line Road, Elmira. A family service 
was held at the home on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 15, 2019 at 9 a.m. then to Elmira 
Mennonite Meeting House for burial 
and public service. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Bauman, Betty
Passed away peacefully, with family 
by her side, at Hospice Wellington in 
Guelph, on Sunday, January 13, 2019, at 
the age of 87 years. Beloved wife of the 
late Elmer M. Bauman (2016). Loved 
mother of Connie (Dan) Arndt of RR 2, 
Alma, Gary (Darlene) of Ilderton, Mor-
ley of RR 2, Alma, and Sandra Kiers of 
Listowel. Cherished grandmother of 
Rob and Donna Arndt, Tammy and 
Mike Smits, April and Manfred Jen-
drosch, Devon and Stephanie Bauman, 
Andrew and Jessica Bauman, Emily 
Bauman, Victoria Bauman, and Adam 
Kiers and Becca McFarlane, and 18 
great-grandchildren. Lovingly remem-
bered by Julie Kiers. Dear sister of Merl 
Ziegler and Marie Bauman, and sister-
in-law of Susannah Bauman, Earl and 
Betty Bauman, Verna Gingrich, and 
Erma Gingrich. Predeceased by par-
ents Noah and Hilda Ziegler, grandson 
Eric Bauman, brother Laverne Ziegler, 
brothers-in-law Abner Bauman, Mil-
ton Bauman, Henry Bauman, Angus 
and Ed Gingrich, and sisters-in-law 
Lydia-Ann Bauman, and Joan Ziegler. 
Betty grew up in Floradale, and worked 
on and off at the Elmira Shirt Factory 
for over 20 years. She farmed with El-
mer on the Tenth of Peel, then moved 
to Pheasant Drive in Elmira, where she 
retired. She was active in the United 
Church Women’s Group, and knitted 
blankets and baby outfits for Linus and 
local hospitals. The family received 
relatives and friends on Wednesday, 
January 16, 2019, from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira. Interment at 9:30 
a.m. on Thursday, January 17, 2019, in 
Memory Gardens, Breslau. A memo-
rial service will take place at 11 a.m. on 
Thursday, January 17, 2019, at Trinity 
United Church, 21 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 
with a reception to follow. In memory 
of Betty, donations to the Kidney Foun-
dation or Hospice Wellington would be 
appreciated by the family. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

IN MEMORY

OBITUARY

IN MEMORIAM

OBITUARY

Mac Millan 
In Loving Memory of Doug, 

Who passed away 30 years ago.
1940 - 1989

We miss your smile and cheery way,
We miss the things you used to say.
Not a day goes by we don’t think of you
But we know you’re beside us in all we do.
You loved your family with all that you had
A one of a kind husband, a one of a kind 
Dad.
Special Grandpa of ten and one Great 
Grandchild too
We’ll always cherish our thoughts of you.
If memories could bring us any closer 
Then we’re never far apart 
For you are always in our thoughts, 
And forever in our hearts.

All our Love,
Wife Barb and family #1 NEWS SOURCE

IN THE REGION

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - at competitive 
pricing. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING Deliv-
ered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. Call 
George Haffner Trucking  
519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

ORGANIC FERTILIZER FOR 
sale. Sulfur 90 and Sulfate 
Potash. Call George Haffner 
Trucking at 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON’S DRYWALL AND 
Renovations. Over 35 years 
experience. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email ron.
spncr@gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

THE SHAREHOLDERS OF the 
Elmira Farmers’ Shed will 
hold their Annual Meeting 
in the Farmer’s Plus Board 
Room on Fri. Jan. 25, 2019 
at 1:30 p.m.

CLASSIFIED
LISTINGS 

CONTINUED 
FROM PG. 19

WE 
GET 
THE 

WORD 
OUT!

PLACE AN AD IN 

OUR CLASSIFIED 

SECTION TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.comC
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LIVING HERE
LIFE MOMENTS / M-I-C-K-E-Y ...

WHEN IT COMES TO hearty 
meals, pasta has to be right 
up there, though the carb 
debate is likely to surface 
at this point early in the 
year. The fact that winter 
calls for it, however, means 
comfort food is likely to 
win out. A touch of the 
Med. helps counter the 
whole winter thing we’ve 
got going on.

For this one, no one will 
guess that the secret ingre-
dient in this creamy pasta 
dish is ricotta – unless you 
mention that it’s called 
Mediterranean Tomato and 
Ricotta Pasta, of course.

Packed with colourful 
vegetables, this tasty meal 
will be a hit, whatever you 
chose to call it. Passata is 
cooked tomatoes that have 
been crushed and strained, 
and it’s usually sold in a 
tall glass jar.

As for the dieting issues 
that abound just now, try 
using less of the ingre-
dients that are high in 
added sodium, sugars or 
saturated fat. Adding salt 
or sugars directly to your 
recipe? Remember, a little 
often goes a long way.

Sometimes 
it’s just
fine to be  
a little 
cheesy

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

VERONICA REINER

WISHES | 27

A YOUNG BOY WITH a 
critical illness now has 
the chance to live out his 
dream of travelling to Walt 
Disney World Resort on an 
all-expenses paid trip with 
his family courtesy of the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

The news was given to 
14-year-old Isaac Wease in 
a surprise reveal at Elmira 
Bowl last Saturday. Joining 
Isaac for the vacation will 
be his mother Amanda, 
father Kevin, and his 
younger sister Adelaide.

“We’re so excited,” said 
Amanda. “Isaac loves rides, 
and he loves swimming 
and just having fun. He’s 
a joyful boy, and he just 
brings so much joy and 
love into our family.”

In particular, they are 
looking forward to the 
nice break from the cold 
weather, amusement park 
rides and seeing their fa-
vourite Disney characters. 
Extended relatives joined 
the Wease family for bowl-
ing after the Disneyland 
announcement, with three 
lanes donated by Elmira 
Bowl for the day.

They are set to depart 
for the warmer weather of 
Orlando, Florida on Janu-
ary 25, and arrive back on 
February 2. They currently 
have no concrete plans set 
in place for the weeklong 
journey.

“We’ll make plans and 
schedule, and then be pre-
pared to throw the sched-
ule out,” joked Kevin. They 

Isaac Wease and his family are heading to Florida thanks to the Make-A-Wish Foundation

previously visited Disney-
land (Animal Kingdom) for 
just one day before, so now 
will be the opportunity to 
enjoy the area for a longer 
period of time.

Isaac was born with L1 
Syndrome, a rare genetic 
condition that affects his 
nervous system. In particu-
lar, it can cause issues with 
muscle stiffness of the low-
er limbs. It is also charac-
terized by hydrocephalus, a 
neurological condition that 
causes an accumulation of 

cerebrospinal fluid within 
the brain. He had to have 
brain surgery when he was 
just two years old.

It occurs in varying se-
verity almost exclusively 
in males, affecting ap-
proximately in one of every 
30,000 births.

Isaac’s mother said that 
the inspiration to apply 
for Make-A-Wish came 
through connecting with 
other families with chil-
dren who have the same 
illness.

“Last winter, we’re in a 
Facebook group because 
Isaac’s condition is so far, 
we only know around five 
other people in Canada 
who have this condition,” 
said Amanda Wease. “So 
we’re all in a Facebook 
group together, from all 
over the world – there are 
about 200 families.

“And a bunch of the 
children were getting sick 
and in the hospital, and 
even a few of them passed 
away. That made us real-

ize that it’s time to make 
some memories and that 
life is short, and no one 
ever knows what’s coming 
over the bend. So we have 
to enjoy the time we have 
together.”

The Make-A-Wish pro-
gram’s Brittany Kinchen 
said the wish grant often 
provides families with a 
much-needed change of 
scenery.

“I think helping a fam-

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Amanda, Adelaide, Isaac and Kevin Wease are thrilled to be travelling to Orlando, Florida courtesy of the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Isaac, 14, was born with L1 Syndrome, a rare genetic 
condition. [[VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Trip to Disney a dream
come true for Elmira youth

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited 
Test & Repair Facility

Winter is here! Make sure your wipers 
are not frozen to the windshield before 
turning them on! This can cause the 
linkage to break and is also hard on 
your wiper motor. We are always here 
if you have any questions! 

–  Travis
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

1 Year Anniversary
& Christmas Open House

Fri, Dec 7 & Sat, Dec 8

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

VacuumSales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

JANUARY 19 

WELLESLEY CEILIDH 7 - 11 p.m. (doors open 6:30) 
Wellesley Community Centre. Hosted by Wellesley 
and District Lions Club. Live Celtic band, dance 
caller, Scottish snacks; $5/person, kids under 5 free. 
Proceeds to Habitat For Humanity.

JANUARY 21

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Elmira at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by noon January 17 to sign up.

ELMIRA AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society 
Speaker Deb Lehman “Nature Photography - 
Saving the Creature” at Trinity United Church in the 
Sanctuary. Cost $5.

JANUARY 23

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Linwood Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for lunch, fellowship and entertainment, 
$12. Please call 519-664-1900 by noon January 21 to 
sign up.

JANUARY 25

PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF Insect Borne 
Diseases at Woolwich Community Health Centre, St. 
Jacobs from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 

JANUARY 26

SPAGHETTI DINNER & SALAD Bar at The Elmira Legion. 
2 sittings - 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets can be purchased 
in advance at the Legion 519-669-2932. Adults $10; 
Children 5 -10 yrs. $4. Under 5 yrs. $2.

JANUARY 28

COMMUNICATION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION. 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre.  Learn tips for clarifying your goals 
in a dispute & how to generate win-win solutions, 
especially in situations in which mental health 
concerns are involved. Daniel Bader Ph. D., Social 
Worker.

JANUARY 29

H.U.G.S. SWEET DREAMS, PRESENTED by sleep 
consultant, Angie Strauss. Come meet with other 
parents to discuss parenting and child health issue. 
9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, St. Jacobs.

FEBRUARY 2

EARLY VALENTINES DANCE AT the Elmira Legion from 
8 p.m. to 1 a.m. $15/person. Limited tickets. Light 
lunch provided. Live band: Kanyon.

FEBRUARY 6

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB. Join us for cards, friends and 
of course snacks; 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at St. Clements 
Community Centre.

FEBRUARY 9

LIONS TRIVIA CHALLENGE AT Lions Hall, Elmira. Join 
other teams battling over the most obscure facts in 
this exciting and fun filled Trivia Challenge. Prizes! 
7 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. $20/person or $160/
team of 8

FEBRUARY 14

EVERGREEN SENIORS’ FELLOWSHIP. “MUSIC and 
Drama” with David and Nancy Seiling. Ventriloquists. 
“Valentine Memories”  Evergreen show and tell. Join 
us at Woodside Church, Elmira at 10:30 a.m.

NEW HORIZONS, A GROUP for boomers, zoomers and 
seniors. Be informed, inspired and socialize. Enjoy 
coffee or tea and a delicious snack. $2 admission. 
Kevin Snyder, Heritage Farms will speak on “The 
Sweet Smell of Success and Maple Syrup.”

FEBRUARY 18

FAMILY FUN DAY AT Floradale Mennonite Church, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Featuring two shows by children’s 
entertainer Barry O (ll a.m. and 1 p.m.) Bouncy castle, 
games, magic shows and cookie decorating.

FEBRUARY 19

TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE Presbyterian Church, 
Elmira from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Ham & scalloped 
potatoes, hot vegetable, salad, bread, cherry 
cheesecake, beverage. $12 per person.

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

10: 45 am Worship Service

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together
Speaker: Andreas Dimond
Jesus Is The True King

Sunday, Jan 20th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Mennonite World
Fellowship Sunday
(Conrad Grebel University College Pres.)

Marcus Shantz preaching

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service REACH OUT

Spread the word, 
advertise your service 
here every week.

To place an ad, or learn more, call Donna Rudy

519-669-5790 ext. 104519-669-5790 ext. 104
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.
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ACROSS
1. Yes, we know, it’s all 

bigger there
5. ___ President
10. Fruit, spinach, Caeser
15. It’s __! Bring it!
16. Chair, lamb, get up
18. Don’t lose your head!
20. Put forth
23. Yevgeny Zamyatin’s 

dystopia
24. No year
25. Compost, Darjeeling, 

party
26. Primitive forest 

getaway
27. Not kosher
29. High or low, graphically
31. Eric, the __. E’s half a 

one
32. Seaweed stiffener
34. Mongolian capital 

(anglicised)
37. The __ Crowd
38. Third(?) essential 

amino acid
40. Sick and _____

42. Irrational, 
mathematically 
speaking

43. Son of Japeth, son
of Noah

45. Poor excuse
48. After
49. Worth taking out,

in time
50. Maximum opposite
51. Skin, musical, muscle
52. Rhine tributary.
53. Tip top!
54. Man of the sea
55. Access to dinner
56. Inspire with a quality
57. Very, extremely
59. Eyeful dump
60. Joke sites
61. Leave out
62. Bound
63. Name and password 

holder
64. Don’t you be giving me 

no ____ now.

DOWN
1. Put these on, put on the 

ritz
2. An elegant sufficiency
3. Conscientious slugger
4. Quarried paving stone
6. TV interruption, 

nauseum
7. Drops on blades
8. Biting, as in satire
9. Eireann mother
10. ___, COS, TAN
11. Half a starry transport
12. When repeated, like 

some shows
13. Absorbed, as a loss
14. A hand, a blow, with it
17. Noun made of a verb
19. Candy, as in Rowntree’s 

Fruit
21. Astronomical flag,

with bars
22. Sandwich meat shop
28. Visionary
30. Fit to be taken in
31. Trouble, beer, storm 

without -ing

33. Second of the 
environmental choices

35. Fix
36. You can go with this, 

__ you can go with that
39. Crumb
41. Bring the boys back  

home
44. Compact hay
46. Hokkaido native
47. Singularly the bee’s 

best!
48. Campaigner, for short
49. Put the hat on the 

family’s head
51. Spinning toy
52. __, myself and I
53. I exist, in other words
58. Live mouthful
59. Indian turnover
60. Chunk of chewed food

Getting your goose is not a good thing for airplanes and congested skies

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. It was called the 
“Miracle on the Hudson”: 
In January 2009, just 
two minutes after tak-
ing off  from La Guardia 
Airport, US Airways 1549 
was forced to make an 
emergency landing in the 
Hudson River after both of 
its jet engines lost power. 
What caused the aborted 
fl ight, and how unusual 
was that?

A. The plane had struck a 
fl ock of migrating Canada 
geese and its two engines 
ingested at least two 4-kilo-
gram birds, damaging them 
so they could not maintain 
necessary thrust, says Lee 
Langston in “American 

Scientist” magazine. Bird-
strike events are not unusual, 
occurring about once every 
2,000 fl ights; those reported 
to the FAA have increased 
7.5-fold from 1,847 in 1990 
to 13,795 in 2015. The main 
reason is increased air traffi  c, 
with quieter turbofan jet en-
gines reducing warning time 
for the birds to avoid colli-
sions. Also, the Canada geese 
population has increased in 
North America, partly due to 
increased pesticide regula-
tions and expanded wildlife 
refuges.

Currently, FAA certifica-
tion of any new commercial 
transport jet engine requires 
that it be able to survive a 
strike from one large bird 
(2-4 kilograms) or from mul-
tiple medium-size flocking 
birds (0.7-1.3 kilograms), as 
well as meet certain thrust 
and safety standards. Mak-
ing an engine even more 

resistant to bird strikes will 
involve significant effort and 
cost for a manufacturer.

Concludes Langston: “With 
increasingly congested flight 
routes and crowded wildlife, 
the need for solutions will 
only continue to grow.”
Q. Can you connect the 
strands for “snarge,” a fo-
rensic ornithologist, and 
the Smithsonian Insti-
tute’s National Museum of 
Natural History in Wash-
ington, D.C.?
A. First, you might need to 
know that “snarge” is the 
name for “bird remains.” 
In the 1960s, the late Roxie 
Laybourne founded the 
Feather Identifi cation 
Laboratory at the Smithson-
ian to associate a bird type 
with the snarge of birds that 
have collided with aircraft 
and been sent there, says 
Lee Langston in “American 
Scientist” magazine. Thanks 

to her pioneering methods, 
the lab can also identify 
the bird’s gender, age and 
migratory status. As one 
biologist put it, nothing 
competes with feathers for 
sheer diversity of form and 
function and for durability.

As a systematic data-
gathering center accessible 
to the FAA and to the U.S. 
Air Force, for example, the 
Feather ID Lab “provides 
guidance regarding the size, 
behavior and ecology of the 
bird in question and is key 
to tracking species trends as 
well as focusing preventive 
measures.”

Currently, the lab process-
es about 9,000 bird-strike 
cases annually, 30 times 
higher than in Laybourne’s 
day — and the number con-
tinues to grow.
Q. Autism and Williams 
syndrome are disorders 
which infl uence social 

interactions. But they are 
in many ways opposites. 
Children with Williams 
syndrome are friendly 
and trusting — even with 
strangers — and have 
an irresistible desire to 
communicate. They do 
well with face recognition, 
reading emotions and 
gauging intentions, and 
typically possess strong 
language skills. Yet, ge-
netically speaking, autism 
and Williams syndrome 
are two sides of the same 
coin. How so?
A. Autism is strongly 
genetic: If one identical twin 
has the disorder, 90 per 
cent of the time so will the 
other, says neuroscientist 
Eric Kandel in his book “The 
Disordered Mind: What 
unusual brains tell us about 
ourselves.” Many diff er-
ent genetic confi gurations 
are known to contribute to 

autism. One is a small struc-
tural variation on chromo-
some 7 called a copy number 
variation, where a short 
segment of DNA gets dupli-
cated. But if instead of being 
duplicated, this segment is 
deleted, Williams syndrome 
results. 

 Notes Kandel, “The fact 
that this single segment, 
containing about twenty-five 
of the twenty-one thousand 
or so genes in our genome, 
could have such a profound 
influence on complex social 
behavior is astonishing. This 
kind of discovery gives scien-
tists something very specific 
to pursue and should open 
important new avenues in 
developing treatments.”
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ily go away for a week al-
lows them to forget about 
the hospitals and medical 
treatments, and things like 
that,” said Kinchen. “It 
gives them a very positive 
experience to bond togeth-
er as a family.”

The Make-A-Wish 
Foundation grants wishes 
to children with criti-

cal illnesses. In 2018, the 
southwestern chapter of 
the organization granted 
95 wishes, and are work-
ing with 160 families at the 
moment.

The wishes fall into four 
categories:  I wish to go, I 
wish to meet, I wish to be, 
or I wish to have. 

“There are a lot of travel 
wishes, meeting celebrities, 

having gaming computers 
or playground equipment, 
princess parties, things 
like that. Walt Disney is 
our most common wish,” 
said Kinchen. “We try to 
personalize that wish expe-
rience for every child and 
their family to make sure 
it’s special.”

For more information, 
visit www.makeawish.ca. 

1/2 cup water
3 Tbsp. chopped fresh pars-
ley or basil
1 cup light ricotta cheese
2 Tbsp. grated Parmesan 
cheese (optional)

In a pot of boiling wa-
ter, cook pasta for about 8 
minutes or until tender but 
firm. Drain well and return 
pasta to pot; set aside.

Meanwhile, in a large 
non-stick skillet, heat oil 
over medium heat and 
cook zucchini, carrot, pep-
per, oregano and basil for 
about 5 minutes or until 

Mediterranean 
Tomato and 
Ricotta Pasta
1 pkg (375 g) whole grain 
rotini or fusilli
2 tsp. extra virgin olive oil
1 small zucchini, grated
1 small carrot, grated
Half a red bell pepper, finely 
chopped
1 Tbsp. dried oregano
1 tsp. dried basil
1 jar (700 ml) tomato passata

CHEF’S TABLE: Some flavours of Italy

starting to turn golden. 
Stir in passata, water and 
parsley. Bring to a boil and 
simmer for 5 minutes. 

Pour over pasta and stir 
in the ricotta (and the Par-
mesan, if you go with that 
option).

You can transform this 
pasta dish by baking it. 
Spread pasta mixture into a 
casserole dish and sprinkle 
top with 1/2 cup part-skim 
mozzarella, shredded and 
bake in 200°C (400°F) oven 
for about 10 minutes or 
until cheese has melted.

Makes 6 servings.
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We changed
our name
Not our expert advice

now Baker Tilly GWD. Long-time local insight 
and expertise meets global reach. 
New brand, same values

AUDIT • TAX • ADVISORY

Connect with us  : gwd@bakertilly.ca

Now, for tomorrow  

WISHES: Family preparing for trip south
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

THIS WEEKS
 DEALS!

IN STOCK

CLICK ENG. MAPLE
 HARDWOOD

$297
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

from per sq ft

HANDSCRAPED

IN STOCK

12 X 24 CLICK
VINYL TILES

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

6.3MM THICK!

IN STOCK

NEW! GUNSTOCK 
CLICK VINYL

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

JANUARY17-20 4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 9-6 10-5

IN STOCK

48” LAMINATE
STAIR TREADS

$4599
79.9979.9979.9979.9979.9979.99

EACHFROM

TREAD & RISER INCL

IN STOCK

SWISS-MADE 
LAMINATE

97¢
REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

from97from97 per sq ft

DEAL! DEAL!

IN STOCK

12MM THICK
LAMINATE

$129
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

RANDOM LENGTHS

IN STOCK

12 X 24
PORCELAIN TILE

$177
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

from per sq ft

MODERN LOOK

IN STOCK

PATTERNED 
TILES NEW!

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

FLOOR OR WALL

Limited Time Offers. Offers subject to change without notice. *MSRP of ($20,895/$19,995) on 2019 Impreza 5-dr Convenience (KG1CP) / 2019 Impreza 4-dr Convenience MT (KF1CP.) Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for 
Freight/PDI ($1,650), Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($16.50), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($249). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security 
deposit. **Lease rate of (1.99%) for 48 months. Lease payments of ($67/$65) weekly with ($0) down payment. Purchase option of ($11,850/$10,942) with ($443/$441) due on signing. Lease rates include additional $500 Stackable Subaru 
Dollars available to lease/finance customers using Subaru Canada supported rates only. Lease based on a maximum of (20,000 km/year for 48 months), with excess charged at $0.10/km. Lease end value of $9,911/ $9,921. Subject to 
credit approval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may 
be required. Models shown: 2019 Impreza 5-dr Sport-Tech EyeSight Pkg AT with an MSRP of $31,095 /2019 Impreza 4-dr Sport-Tech EyeSight Pkg AT with an MSRP of $30,195. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or 
trade. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. EyeSight® is a driver-assist system which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible 
for safe and attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Impreza 
and Subaru are registered trademarks. Offers available until January 31, 2019. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details. 

®

•    Standard Apple CarPlayTM and Android AutoTM   
•    The first small car to be given an IIHS Top Safety Pick+ award 
•    One of the most affordable and fuel efficient AWD cars in Canada

LEASE WEEKLY FOR

AT
$67 1.99%**

APR

5-DOOR WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $22,921* 4-DOOR WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $22,021*

LEASE WEEKLY FOR

AT
$65 1.99%**

APR

FOR 48 MONTHS. 208 PAYMENTS REQUIRED.

$0 DOWN
WITH

geminimotors.com

FOR 48 MONTHS. 208 PAYMENTS REQUIRED.

geminimotors.com
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

CEILIDH: Wellesley fundraising event celebrates 
via a range of Celtic traditions, tastes and music
FROM | 6

people just loved it. So it’s 
become an annual event.”

Featured will be the local 
Celtic band Failte, reliving 
their tradition of headlin-
ing the event every year. 
Wellesley’s Stephen Todd is 
the lead singer and is act-
ing as dance caller for the 
night. 

“He teaches three danc-
es through the night and 
gets about 100 people up 
on the dance floor to do 
these dances together,” 
said Sommers. 

Other amenities in-
clude a self-serve photo 

booth with dress-up 
clothes, Scottish choco-
lates and candy from St. 
Jacobs Taste of Scotland 
store, sticky toffee pud-
ding, Kilkenny beer, and 
scotch. 

“We actually will stop 
ticket sales at 275,” ex-
plained Sommers. “Even 
though hall capacity is 
350, we’ll stop at 275 be-
cause we want space for 
the strollers and the danc-
ing and all of that. And 
it’s generally a sold-out 
event. So people should 
get their tickets early. It at-
tracts a really wide variety 
of people and has really 

gained momentum over 
the years.”

The Wellesley ceilidh 
will take place at the 
Wellesley arena on Satur-
day (January 19). Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. and the 
band/dancing is sched-
uled to run from 7-10 p.m. 
The bar is open until 11 
p.m. Tickets are $5, and 
free for children five 
and under, with all the 
proceeds going towards 
Wellesley Project of Habi-
tat for Humanity. 

Tickets can be purchased 
at Pym’s Village Market, off 
any Lions club member, or 
on www.eventbrite.ca.
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