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Out About  &
Key events in and around the diocese: December to March 2005

SOMERVILLE St. John’s 
parish commemorates 
World AIDS Day with a 
memorial Eucharist at 
7 pm. 

DIOcESAN yOuTh EVENT
TLC Day at The Evergreens; 
6th-12th grade students: 
newjerseyyouth.org 
STONE hARBOR St. Mary’s 
Church celebrates the 95th 
anniversary of its found-
ing. Congratulations!

gLOucESTER cITy Church 
of the Ascension Holiday 
Bazaar, 6 to 8 pm, snack 
and dessert bar. Satur-
day, 3 February, 10:30 am 
to 2 pm. Coffee, dough-
nuts 10:30 am; lunch 
served 11 am on. More 
info: 856 456-4394

pRINcETON Sister  
Helen Prejean, CSJ, is the 
keynote speaker at an 
event in support of the 
Mercer County Coalition 
for Restorative Justice. 
Trinity Church, 7:30 to 9 
pm. $10 suggested  
donation.

pRINcETON Reconsidering 
Dominion: The Relationship 
Between Humanity and the 
Rest of Creation. Keynote: 
Prof. Peter Singer, Bioeth-
ics, Princeton; Respon-
dents: Prof. Dick Fenn, PTS, 
and Elaine Pagels, Prince-
ton. Trinity Church, 8 pm.

TOMS RIVER Christ 
Church, Advent Quiet 
Day, 9 am to 2pm.

SwEDESBORO Trinity “Old 
Swedes” Annual St. Lucia 
Festival of Lights, weaving 
the story of Swedish cus-
toms with its Swedish Lu-
theran beginnings and the 
history of the area. Light 
refreshments following. 6 
pm. Also on 12 Dec.:

RIVERTON Christ Church, 
150th Anniversary. Bish-
op Councell, 7:30 pm. 
SwEDESBORO Trinity “Old 
Swedes” Christmas House 
Tour. 12 historic houses 
from Mt. Royal to Piles-
grove. Music, a colonial 
tea, and more. 4 to 8:30 pm 

MEDFORD At St. Peter’s, 
the Ordination to the 
Priesthood of the Rev. Val-
erie L. Balling, Vicar of St. 
Stephen’s, Mullica Hill, 10 
am. hADDONFIELD Grace 
hosts SKA concerts with lo-
cal and national bands. 6 
pm. Info: gracehaddon.org

pERTh AMBOy Lessons & 
Carols with a choir of over 
40 voices. St. Peter’s, 10:30 
am. Info: 732 826-1594.  
ALExANDRIA Lessons & 
Carols at St. Thomas’, 5 pm. 
Reception follows.  
hADDONFIELD Arts at Grace 
Church, Evensong, 4 pm.

SAINT JOhN hOLy INNOcENTS

	

ThE NATIVITy OF OuR LORD

St. Elisabeth’s, Ortley 
Beach, built in 1885 as a 
“seasonal” chapel, has 
installed a heating sys-
tem and fully insulated. 
Now year-round, they’re 
celebrating their first 
Christmas in the church. 
Congratulations! 

December

wINTER SOLSTIcE 
begins tomorrow,  
20 December at some  
ferociously precise time 
that we don’t have 
at hand, alas. But we 
know it will happen. Light 
returns!

Gloria in  
excelsis Deo

 18 19 20  22 23 24

quiet
Salem Celebration of New 
Ministry and Institution 
of the Reverend Frederic 
Guyott III as 31st Rector  
of St. John’s.  
Bishop Councell presid-
ing. 11 am.

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

     29 30 31

Cathedral Trinity Acade-
my Christmas Concert, 

7 pm. More 
info: 609 
392-3805 

chRISTMAS EVE

pRINcETON The Episcopal 
Church at Princeton Lessons 
& Carols with Communion. 
9 pm at Princeton’s Chapel 
NEw BRuNSwIck Advent 
Lessons & Carols: Music of 
Bairstow, Bruckner, Men-
delssohn, Villa-Lobos, and 
more. Christ Church, 9 pm.

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

SAINT ThOMAS

	 SUNDAY	 MONDAY	 	TUESDAY	 WEDNESDAY	 THURSDAY	 FRIDAY	 SATURDAY

Haddonfield The St. 
Nicholas Festival at Grace 
Church explores the origin 
of Christmas traditions. 4 
pm. (Image from stnicho-
lascenter.org, a splendid 
site for all things St. Nick.)  
Grand Ultreya At St.  
Peter’s, Medford. 3 pm. 

yOuTh MINISTRy ADuLT 
wORkShOp Workshop in-
cludes dinner and is free. 
Eppie Miller, senior consul-
tant with Leader Resourc-
es, discusses Journey to 
Adulthood (J2A). 6:30 pm. 
RSVP by 11 Dec. kshort@

newjersey.anglican.org

SAINT STEphEN



	

 
chRISTIAN EDucATORS 
DAy with the Bishop at 
Trinity Cathedral. Synod 
Hall, 10 am to 3 pm.
cAMDEN St. Augustine’s, 
25th Anniversary of the 
Rev. John Bryant. Bish-
op Councell presiding. 
3:30 pm.

BIShOp’S BALL The annu-
al (and annually famous!) 
Bishop’s Ball, at Trinity Ca-
thedral, this year with the 
Hip Hop eMass worship 
leaders! For 9th through 
12th grade students. 8 pm 
to midnight. More info: 
newjerseyyouth.org

cRANBuRy A Celebration 
of New Ministry and In-
stitution of the Rev. Kar-
in R. Mitchell as Rector of 
St. David’s Church. Bishop 
Councell presiding.

pLAINFIELD Festival of 
Light, Plainfield Girlchoir. 
Grace Church. 5 pm. More: 
908 347-8505 or plainfield-
girlchoir.org  SpOTSwOOD 
A Eucharist in the style of 
1776, part of the 250th an-
niversary celebration of  
St. Peter’s. 10 am.

MOORESTOwN Ordination 
to the Priesthood of the 
Rev. Blake Hutson at Trinity 
Church, Bishop Councell pre-
siding. 10 am. gLADSTONE 
Ordination to the Priest-
hood of the Rev. Sheelagh 
Clarke at St. Luke’s. Bishop 
Councell presiding, 4 pm.

NEw BRuNSwIck Sun-
day Vesper Series: Ves-
pers at 6 pm, followed 
by a free recital at 6:30 
pm. Christopher Deibert, 
South Amboy, New Jer-
sey, organist. pRINcE-
TON Trinity’s monthly 
Compline service at 7:30 
pm. All welcome.

NEw BRuNSwIck Sun-
day Vesper Series: Ves-
pers at 6 pm, followed by 
a free recital at 6:30 pm. 
Angela Garvey, La Plata, 
Maryland, organist. 

 

Events in and around the diocese: December to March 2005

Here There  &

the epiphanyTwELFTh NIghT

11Th DAy OF chRISTMAS10Th DAy OF chRISTMAS9Th DAy OF chRISTMAS8Th DAy OF chRISTMAS
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ThE hOLy NAME

	 SUNDAY	 MONDAY	 	TUESDAY	 WEDNESDAY	 THURSDAY	 FRIDAY	 SATURDAY

cONFESSION OF SAINT pETER

January

Above: Twelve Days of Christmas illustrations from hyperbole.com

 29 30 31    
SOuTh RIVER Holy Trini-
ty salutes the Chinese New 
Year in Celebrating Our Di-
versity. The Wei family dis-
cusses the church in China 
during the ‘30s and ‘40s, and 
provides traditional Chinese 
food. 10 am. TOMS RIVER 
AGO organ concert, Christ 
Church, 3 pm. 

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
cONVERSION OF SAINT pAuL

 1 2 3 4   7

20 JANuARy 1987
Church of England en-
voy Terry Waite was kid-
napped in Lebanon.



 

&Hither Yon  

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

ALL SAINTS DAy

March

pRESIDENTS DAy 
Diocesan House closed. 

TOMS RIVER Christ Church 
begins an ALPHA! course. 
Details: christchurchtoms-
river.org/alpha.htm

ASh wEDNESDAy

Events in and around the diocese: December to March 2005

DIOcESAN AcOLyTE FES-
TIVAL At this annual gath-
ering, 300 children, youth, 
and adults from parishes 
come to Trinity Cathedral 
for a day of learning and 
fun. Watch the diocesan 
web site for more info.

TRINITy cAThEDRAL Inter-
faith Christian Education 
Forum, 3:30 pm.  
BERNARDSVILLE Liesl 
Odenweller, Soprano. Con-
cert for Church restoration 
fund. St. Bernard’s, 5 pm. 
pRINcETON Choral Even-
song at Trinity, 4:30 pm. 

pLAINFIELD Grace Church’s 
sponsors Black Histo-
ry: Celebrating Absalom 
Jones and other African-
American Episcopalians. 
Eucharist followed by dis-
cussion. 7:30-9 p.m. More: 
mapates@ hotmail.com or 
732 446-3983.

NEw BRuNSwIck Christ 
Church’s 12th Annual Black 
Heritage Celebration, fea-
turing the Boston Universi-
ty College Gospel Singers. 
kANugA New Jersey’s own 
Suzanne Schleck offers a 
week-long icon workshop. 
For more: kanuga.org

222ND cONVENTION OF ThE DIOcESE OF NEw JERSEy

BERNARDSVILLE  Music 
of Gabriel Fauré: The St. 
Bernard’s Choir, Bernards 
High School Madrigal En-
semble, and Members of 
the Antioch Vocal Ensem-
ble; St. Bernard’s Church, 
5 pm. More info: 908 766-
0602.

TRINITy cAThEDRAL 
Annual parish Mar-
di Gras dinner dance. 
Fabulous food, hot mu-

sic, and a gorgeous ven-
ue. All in the diocese are 

invited!

ShROVE TuESDAy 26 27 28 1 2 3 4

February

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

	 	 SUNDAY	 MONDAY	 	TUESDAY	 WEDNESDAY	 THURSDAY	 FRIDAY	 SATURDAY

pLAINFIELD Concert, din-
ner, and silent auction fund-
raiser for the Plainfield 
Girlchoir. A talented, multi-
cultural group of middle and 
high-school girls, they hope 
to arrange a European tour. 
7 pm. More: 732 388-9719  
or dphomeline@juno.com

 29 30 31   

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

    1  3 4

SAINT VALENTINE’S DAy FEBRuARy 15, 1804 
The state of New Jersey 
abolishes slavery.

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

pLAINFIELD On Friday, 3 
February at Grace Church, 
join the Black History Gala 
Celebration! Food from the 
African diaspora, dance, 
poetry, lectures. 7 to 9:30 
pm. More: mapates@ hot-
mail.com or 732 446-3983.

The PresenTaTion

Saint MatthiaS
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
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Do	you	see	what	this	means	—	all	these	pioneers	who	blazed	the	
way,	all	these	veterans	cheering	us	on?	It	means	we’d	better	get	
on	with	it.	Strip	down,	start	running	—	and	never	quit!	No	ex-
tra	spiritual	fat,	no	parasitic	sins.	Keep	your	eyes	on		
Jesus,	who	both	began	and	finished	this	race	we’re	in.	Study	
how	he	did	it.	Because	he	never	lost	sight	of	where	he	was	
headed	—	that	exhilarating	finish	in	and	with	God	—	he	could	
put	up	with	anything	along	the	way:	cross,	shame,	whatever.	
And	now	he’s	there,	in	the	place	of	honor,	right	alongside	God.	
When	you	find	yourself	flagging	in	your	faith,	go	over	that	
story	again…		
(Hebrews 12:1-3, in The Message, by Eugene H. Peterson) 

As you know, I am new to New Jersey. Each week, 
along the John 10:10 Tour of our 160 congregations 

(Looking for Life in All the Right Churches), I become better 
acquainted with this region. I have learned the differenc-
es between Woodbridge and Woodbury; Beach Haven 
and Fair Haven; Pennsville and Penns Grove; Riverside 

and Riverton; Westfield and Westville; and 
even Belmar and Bellmawr!

I have been lost and I have been 
found. Even though I travel with 
written directions and use a gps, I 

still take wrong turns and miss a 

lot of exits. My most reliable tool is a gift from the Right 
Reverend G. P. Mellick Belshaw, ix Bishop of New Jer-
sey. His collection of maps to all the churches has often 
helped me find my destination. I keep it close at hand. It’s 
entitled, The Way I Get There.

Cheering us on
The Way I Get There may well remind us of Hebrews 12 
and the Communion of Saints. Jesus is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. We are to keep our eyes on Jesus 
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life – or, 
as Eugene Peterson suggests, “that exhilarating finish in 
and with God.” And so we seek our Lord and our Lord 
comes to us, as he promised, in Word, in Sacrament and 

in the lives of “all those pioneers who blazed the way, all 
these veterans cheering us on.” In the lives of the Saints 
we can read the maps of a holy life. These witnesses are 
gifts of encouragement to us, trying to follow Jesus in 
our own day. Each of their lives is a page out of a volume 
that might well be titled The Way I Get There. 

The “There” is everlasting life. By everlasting life, we 
mean a new existence, in which we are united with all 
the people of God, in the joy of fully knowing and lov-
ing God and one another. (An Outline of the Faith, The 
Book of Common Prayer, page 862.)

The lines of their lives 
How do we get There? By the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We grow, however, in that grace as we prac-
tice the holy habits of the holy people of God through 

The Mitre Box
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¿Ves lo que significa esto  —  todos los pioneros que abrieron el 
camino, todos los veteranos apoyándonos? Significa que debemos 
empezarlo. Tiralo, empieza a correr  —  ¡y nunca te pares! Nin-
guna grasa spiritual extra, ningunas pecados parásitos. Sigue 
mirando Jesus, quien empezó y terminó este competencia en que 
estamos. Estudia como lo hizo. Porque él nunca perdío la vista 
de donde iba  —  el final increíble en y con Dios  —  podía aguan-
tar todo en el camino: la cruz, la verguenza, lo que había. Y 
ahora está alla, en el lugar de honor, al lado de Dios. Cuando 

te encuentras cansado en tu fe, acuerdate 
de aquella historia otra vez… (Hebreos 
12:1-3, en The Message, por Eugene 
H. Peterson). 

Como ya saben, New Jersey es un lugar nuevo para 
mí. Cada semana, durante el John 10:10 tur de nuestras 
160 iglesias (“Buscando la Vida en todas las Iglesias Cor-
rectas”), yo llego a conocer más este región. He apre-
ndido la diferencia entre, digamos, Woodbridge y 
Woodbury; Beach Haven y Fair Haven; Pennsville and 
Penns Grove; Riverside and Riverton; Westfield and 
Westville; ¡y hasta Belmar y Belmawr!

He estado perdido y he estado encontrado. Aunque via-
jo con direcciónes escritas y ocupo un gps, todavía hago 
vueltas equivocadas y pierdo las salidas. La herramienta 
más confiable para viajando fue un regalo del Rev. G.P. 
Mellick Belshaw, ix Obispo de New Jersey. Su colleción 
de mapas a todas las iglesias del diócesis muchas veces 
me ha ayudado encontrar el camino a mi destinación. Lo 
guardo cerca. Se llama, “Como Llego Allá.” 

Apoyádonos 
“Como Llego Allá,” quizas 
nos acuerda de Hebre-
os 12 y el Comunión de 
los Santos. Jesús es el 
Camino, la Verdad y la 
Vida. Debemos mi-
rar Jesús y seguirle 
in el camino que 
nos conduce a la 
vida eternal — or, 
como Eugene 
Peterson lo su-
giere, “el fi-
nal increíble 
en y con Dios.” En-
tonces buscamos nuestro Señor y 
nuestro Señor nos viene, como lo prometió, en 
la Palabra, en el Sacramento y en las vdias de “todos los 
pioneros que abrieron el camino, todos los veteranos 
apoyándonos.” En las vidas de los Santos podemos leer 
los mapas de una vida sagrada. Estos testigos son regalos 
de ánimo para nosotros, quienes intentamos seguir Jesús 
de nuestra propia manera. Cada una de sus vidas es una 
pagina de un volúmen que podría ser llamado, “Como 
Llego Allá.”

El “Allá” es la vida eternal.

Que queremos decir con la vida eternal?

Con la vida eternal, queremos decir una nueva existencia, en 
la cual estámos unidos con todas las pesonas de Dios, en la 
alegría de completamente saber y amar a Dios y a cada uno. 
(Un Resumen del Fe, El Libro de Oración Común, página 
862.)

The Mitre Box
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the ages, following the maps that their holy lives are for 
us. One of the resolutions of the 2003 General Conven-
tion that is especially worthy of our attention is entitled, 
“Holy Habits.” 

Resolved, That in recognition of the church’s tradition of call-
ing us to work, pray, and give for the spread of God’s kingdom, 
all members of the Episcopal Church be encouraged to develop 
a personal spiritual discipline that includes, at a minimum, 
the holy habits of tithing, daily prayer, and study, Sabbath 
time, and weekly corporate worship; and be it further

Resolved, That the Bishops and Deputies of the 74th Gener-
al Convention be given an opportunity to sign the following 
declaration:

As Christian stewards and leaders of the Episcopal 
Church, we affirm that we are tithing, or have adopted 
a plan to work toward tithing as a minimum standard of 
our giving; and that, if we are not already doing so, we 
are committed to give priority to corporate worship, per-
sonal daily prayer and study, and Sabbath time in our 
own lives; and we invite all members of The Episcopal 
Church to join us in these holy habits; and be it further 

Resolved, That we commit ourselves to present this declaration 
to our diocesan Conventions for adoption and signature, and 
in turn to the vestries and people of our parishes, missions and 
university centers . . . 

“The joy of fully knowing and loving God and one 
another” — eternal life — cannot be realized unless we 
love as God loves and give as God gives. God so loved 
that he gave (John 3:16). We shall come to know the 
fullness of love as we, too, give, of our dearest and our 
best. We never love a lot and give a little. 

Thirty-five years ago
Last October 10th marked the thirty-fifth anniversary of 
the day I asked Ruth to marry me. I recall the next day 
very clearly. 
We went to 
tell her parents 
of our plans 
and to ask for 
their blessing. 
We received 
that blessing 
and their gra-
cious support. 
Later I found 
myself alone with Ruth’s father in his study, where we 
had a gentle but serious discussion about our plans. I can 
still hear his voice as he raised the subject of medical in-
surance. I learned that day that, while it was nice to pro-
fess my love for his daughter, one of the signs that I was 
serious about loving her was the provision of insurance. 

I have come to think of tithing and these other holy hab-
its in the same way. They are not laws or demands or 
works that win us our salvation. We get to eternal life 
through Jesus. But they are signs that our love for Jesus is 
a serious commitment and not a trivial pursuit. 

Ruth and I have tithed on our income for 25 of the last 
35 years. We find it a source of great joy to give, sacrifi-
cially and regularly, in thanksgiving for all that God has 
given us. We learned more about giving as we gave more 
in support of our daughters as they grew up, pursued 
their educations, went to work and got married. (Both of 
them, this year!) That required a lot of sacrifices on our 
part. But we could not imagine living any other way. We 
wanted to give to them and in support of them, in grat-
itude for the blessings that they are and that they have 
brought into our lives. 
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Las correspondencias de sus vides
¿Como llegamos Allá? Por la gracia de nuestro Señor 
Jesús Cristo. Crecemos, en cambio, en este gracia cu-
ando practicamos los hábitos sagrados de las personas sa-
gradas de Dios durante las edades, siguiendo los mapas 
que sus vidas son para nosotros. 

Una de las resoluciónes de nuestra última Convención 
General (2003) que en particular vale nuestra atención 
se llam, “Los Hábitos Sagrados.”

Se	resuelve,	Que	en	recognición	de	la	tradicíon	de	la	iglesia	de	
llamarnos	a	trabajar,	rezar,	y	dar	para	la	extensión	del	reino	
de	Dios,	todos	los	miembros	de	la	Iglesia	Episcopal	deben	de-
sarollar	una	disciplina	que	incluye,	por	un	mínimo,	el	hábito	
sagrado	de	dar	a	la	iglesia,	rezo	y	estudio	diario,	tiempo		de	
descanso	y	meditacíon,	y	semanal	adoración	corporativa;	y	
tambien	sea	que

Se	Resuelve,	Que	los	Obispos	y	los	Diputados	de	la	Conven-
ción	General	74	están	dados	la	oportunidad	para	firmar	la	
siguiente	declaración:

Como	los	líderes	y	administradores	Cristianos	de	la	Iglesia	
Episcopal,	afirmamos	que	estámos	contribuyendo	nuestro	
diezmo	a	la	iglesia,	o	hemos	adoptado	un	plan	para	dar	
nuestro	diezmo	a	la	iglesia	como	el	estándar	mínimo	del	
dar;	y,	si	ya	no	lo	estámos	haciendo,	estámos	cometidos	a	
dar	prioridad	a	la	adoración	corporativa,	estudio	y	rezo	
personal	diario,	y	el	tiempo	de	descanso	y	meditación	en	
nuestras	propias	vidas;	y	invitamos	todos	los	miembros	de	
la	Iglesia	Episcopal	a	juntarse	con	nosotros	en	estos	hábitos	
sagrados;	y	tambien	sea	que

Se	Resuelve,	Que	nos	cometimos	a	presentar	esta	declaración	
a	nuestras	convenciones	diocesanas	para	adoptación	y	fir-
mación,	y	despues	a	los	comités	y	la	gente	de	nuestras	parro-
quias,	misiones	y	centros	universitarios . . . 

“La alegría de completamente saber y amar a Dios y a 
cada uno” — la vida eternal — no puede estar realizada 
hasta que amamos como Dios ama y damos como Dios 
da. Dios amó tanto que dió (Juan 3:16). Llegamos a sa-
ber la plenitud del amor cuando nosotros, tambien, dar, 
de lo más querido y lo mejor que tenemos. Nunca ama-
mos mucho y damos poco. 

Hace treinta y cinco años
El octubre pasado fue el anniversario 35 del día que le 
pide matrimonio a mi esposa Ruth. Acuerdo  el próximo 
día muy claramente. Fuimos a contarles a sus padres de 
nuestros planes y pedir su bendición. Recibimos la ben-
dición y su apoyo gracioso. Más adelante, me encontré 
solo con el padre de Ruth, en su estudio, donde tuvimos 
una discusión suave pero serio sobre nuestros planes. 
Todavía puedo escuchar su voz cuando levantó el tema 
del seguro médico. Aprendí aquel día que, como fue bo-
nito profesar mi amor para su hija, uno de las muestras 
que estaba en serio fue la proporción de seguros. 

He llegado a pensar de dando a la iglesia y los otros hábi-
tos sagrados de la misma manera. No son leyes ni de-
mandas que pueden ganarlos la salvación. Llegamos a la 
vida eternal por Jesús. Pero son muestras de que nuestro 
amor para Jesús es una confianza seria y no una búsque-
da trivial.

Ruth y yo hemos dado nuestro diezmo	a la iglesia por 
25 de las útltimas 35 años. Lo encontramos una fuente 
de alegría dar, con sacrificio y regularidad, en gracias 
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The Bishops’ Visitations: Winter 2005
 

December 10  
Salem,  St. John’s Church, Celebration of New Ministry of the Reverend Frederic 
Guyott III, 11 am: Bishop Councell  Penns Grove, Church of Our Merciful Saviour, 
Celebration of New Ministry of the Reverend Petrina Pyatt, 3 pm: Bishop 
Councell

December 11 
Chews Landing,  St. John’s Church, 10 am: Bishop Councell  Bellmawr, Holy 
Spirit–TEAM, 4 pm: Bishop Councell Basking Ridge, St. Mark’s Church, 10 am: 
Bishop Pettit

December 16
Riverton, Christ Church, celebrating the 150th anniversary of the parish,  
7:30 pm: Bishop Councell

December 17
Medford, St. Peter’s Church, Ordination to the Priesthood of the Reverend 
Valerie Balling, 10 am: Bishop Councell

December 24
Trinity Cathedral, Christmas Eve service, 9:30 pm: Bishop Councell

January 6 
Ventnor, Church of the Epiphany, 6 pm: Bishop Councell

January 7
Cranbury, St. David’s Church, Celebration of New Ministry of the Reverend  
Karin R. Mitchell, 3 pm: Bishop Councell

January 8
Delran, Trinity Church, 3 pm: Bishop Councell

January 14
Moorestown, Trinity Church, Ordination to the Priesthood of the Reverend  
Blake Hutson, 10 am: Bishop Councell  Gladstone, St. Luke’s Church,  
Ordination to the Priesthood of the Reverend Sheelagh Clarke, 4 pm: : Bishop 
Councell

January 15
Flemington, Calvary Church, 11 am: Bishop Pettit 

January 28
Camden, St. Augustine’s Church, Twenty-fifth Anniversary, the Reverend John 
Bryant, 3:30 pm: Bishop Councell

January 29
Plainfield, Grace Church, 10:30 am: Bishop Councell  Highland Park, All Saints’ 
Church, 3 pm: Bishop Councell

February 5
Alexandria, St. Thomas’ Church, 10 am: Bishop Councell 

February 12
Haddon Heights, St. Mary’s  Church, 9 am: Bishop Councell

February 19
Riverside, St. Stephen’s Church, 10:30 am: Bishop Councell  Palmyra, Christ 
Church, 3 pm: Bishop Councell

March 12
Cherry Hill, St. Bartholomew’s Church, 10 am: Bishop Councell  

*The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 474, verse 4. Words by  
Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Tithing is one holy habit among many. It is a reliable stan-
dard of spiritual health and a means of growing in holi-
ness. It does not make us holier than others. It certainly 
does not make us better than anyone else. That is to miss 
the point. Tithing makes us more thankful for all of our 
Lord’s mercies to us. We want to give because we have 
been given to, through the amazing grace of our Lord  
Jesus Christ. 

Another General Convention resolution (d033) sums it 
up for us: …the spiritual practice of stewardship begins with 
a joyous awareness of God’s love for us and a gratitude for the 
abundance of God’s gifts.

The way we get there 
The supreme gift of God’s abundance is Jesus Christ. 
When I consider all that our God has given to me 
through the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross, how can I 
not give, in gratitude for such wondrous love? When I 
consider God’s stewardship of his only-begotten Son, 
how can I not give, in thanks for God’s most precious 
gift, given for me? All the holy people of God through 
the ages have given generously of their lives, their sub-
stance, their time, talent, and treasure. That’s the way 
we get There.  
 Do you want to get There — “the exhilarating finish 
in and with God”? Then “Keep your eyes on Jesus, who 
both began and finished this race we’re in. Study how 
he did it . . . When you find yourself flagging in faith, go 
over that story again . . .” 
 Go over that story. And consider this verse, from 
one of the songs of the faithful, which tells the story of 
our awesome God, our Lord and Savior; our lover and 
giver and friend. 

 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
 that were an offering far too small;  
 love so amazing, so divine, 
 demands my soul, my life, my all.* 

Right Onward!
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a todo que Dios nos ha dado. 
Aprendimos más sobre dando y 
dimos más en apoyo de nuestras 
hijas mientras que maduraban, 
se educaron, fueron a trabajar, y 
se casaron (¡Las dos, este año!). 
Requirió mucho sacrificio por 
nuestra parte. Pero no podría-
mos imaginar viviendo de otra 

manera. Queríamos dar a ellas y en apoyo de ellas, en 
gratitud para las bendiciones que son y que han traído a 
nuestras vidas. 

Como llegamos allá 
Entonces, dando nuestro diezmo a la iglesia es un hábi-
to sagrado entre muchos. Es un estandár confiable de la 
salud espiritual y un modo de crecer en lo sagrado. No 
nos hace más sagrado a los demás. Por supuesto no nos 
hace mejor que otras personas. Esto es perder la idea. 
Dar nuestro diezmo a la iglesia nos mace más agradeci-
dos por todas las misericordias del Señor a nosotros. 
Queremos dar porque nos ha dado, por la gracia in-
creíble de nuestro Señor Jesús Cristo. 

Otra Convención General lo resume para nosotros:  
“…el practico espiritual de administración empieza con el 
conocimiento alegro del amor de Dios para nosotros y el grat-
itud para la abundancia de los regalos de Dios.”

El regalo supremo de la abundancia de Dios es Jesús 
Cristo. ¿Cuando considero que nuestro Dios me ha dado 

The Right Reverend George Edward Councell 
is the eleventh Bishop of New Jersey.

*The Hymnal 1982, Himno 474, v.4. Palabras por  
Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

a través del sacrificio de Cristo en la Cruz, como no pu-
edo dar, en gratitud por un amor tan maravilloso?  ¿Cu-
ando considero la administración de Dios de su unico 
Hijo, como no puedo dar, en gracias para el regalo más 
precioso de Dios, dado para mi? Todas las personas sa-
gradas de Dios entre las edades han dado generosamente 
de sus vidas, sus sustancias, su tiempo y talento y tesoro. 
Así es como llegamos Allá. 

¿Quieres llegar allá	 — 	“el final increíble en y con Dios”? 
Entonces, “Sigue mirando Jesus, quien empezó y ter-
minó este competencia en que estamos. Estudia como lo 
hizo. Cuando te encuentras cansado en tu fe, acuerdate 
de aquella historia otra vez . . . ”

Acuerdate de aquella historia. Y considera este verso, 
de una de las canciones de los fieles, que cuenta la histo-
ria de nuestro Dios poderoso, nuestro Señor y Salvador, 
nuestro amante y donante y amigo. 

 Si todo el reino de la naturaleza fue mio, 
 Sería un ofrenda demasiado pequeña; 
 Amor tan increíble, tan divino, 
 Demanda mi alma, my vida, mi todo*. 

¡Ya Adelante!
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JE: So you’re a native Jersey girl?

Oh yes, born in Camden! My par-
ents were very active at St. Augus-
tine’s Episcopal Church. Camden then 
was a white industrial city. My parents 
lived in a middle-class black neighbor-
hood, but when I was born they moved 
to Cramer Hill, which was blue-collar 
and white. A cross was burnt across the 
street from their house. 

JE: So living there must have been tough.

On the first day of first grade I was al-
lowed to walk to school. Three boys 
came up to me — and I was all of four 
feet, eleven inches — and said, “Are you 
the nigger? ” I wasn’t very intimidat-
able, so I just walked on. That night I 
asked my parents what “nigger” meant.  
 After I was chased home in sixth 
grade, my parents decided to send me 
to the Friends Select School in Philadel-
phia. I was there through high school. 
 My life was reading reading reading, 
study study study, with college college 

college as the 
goal. That wasn’t 
true for most of 
the Cramer Hill 
neighborhood.

She	grew	up	with	priests	and	bishops	in	her	family’s	home	in	Camden.	After	
a	career	in	the	medical	field,	she	became	an	organizational	trainer		—		but	
yielded	to	a	lifelong	pull	to	Holy	Orders.	Now	Social	Justice	Officer	of	the	
Episcopal	Church,	she’s	none	other	than	a	Jersey	Episcopalian!

The Reverend jayne jones oasin

Profiles in Grace

JE: Did you grow up at St. Augustine’s?

I was a church rat! My father was se-
nior warden and I thought it was his job 
for life. The rector was William McK-
ay, who never preached a sermon short-
er than 45 minutes. He was a stern but 
loving man. I was confirmed by Bishop 
Gardner and remember well the tradi-
tional soft slap on the cheek! 
 My father was the first black man on 
the Standing Committee and the first 
black deputy to General Convention. 
I grew up with priests and bishops at 
the dining-room table. I knew all their 
wonderfulness and all their warts.

JE: Where did you go to college?

I never wanted to teach or be a nurse, 
the two usual careers for women then. 
Actually I wanted to be a priest from 
age six, but that was out! I heard of a 
new field called “speech pathology” and 
thought it sounded interesting. Boston 
University had a good program and I 
liked what I knew of Boston. 

JE: Then came the 1963 march on Washington.

My family spent summers in Atlan-
tic City. Our next-door neighbor, 
the rector of St. Augustine’s in 
that city, told us about the march 
and I decided to go. On the bus 
I met a guy from New Jersey, an 
attorney working in Washing-
ton D.C. We saw a lot more of 
each other later on; being at the 
march was an extraordinary 

bonding experience. We married dur-
ing my junior year; I moved to Wash-
ington in 1966. I finished my BA in 
speech pathology at Howard Universi-
ty, in the first class of speech therapists. 
 My experience at Howard — for the 
first time in my life to be part of a 
majority! — was empowering.  I do re-
member growing an enormous Afro... 

JE: Where was the church in all this?

In college I never stopped going, but 
when we moved  back to New Jersey in 
1968, church didn’t really exist for me. 
My husband and I were trying to have 
c h i l d r e n and I was having 

some medi-
cal issues 
around 
that. I’d 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Arthur Jones in camden in the 1950s.
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Mount Laurel

started graduate school at Temple. My 
husband wasn’t a churchgoer. Once in a 
while I’d go with my mother. 

JE: When was your first daughter born?

In 1973, at last, after several opera-
tions. Then my father died suddenly 
of a heart attack about 18 months lat-
er. We were shocked. He seemed al-
most eternal; a larger-than-life person.
My second daughter was born in 1975. 
When my girls were 8 and 11, our mar-
riage ended. I began to focus more on 
a career in non-profit management, the 
result of my involvement in “the family 
business,” which was volunteering.

JE: For what sorts of groups?

I was on the boards of Planned Parent-
hood, YWCA, League of Women Vot-
ers, many others. My children grew up 
wanting to “play meeting” instead of 
“play house”! As a result of all the vol-
unteering, I got bitten by the training 
bug. I enrolled in a Wharton program 
in non-profit management and began 
working as a consultant. But it didn’t 
satisfy me. I kept having thoughts of 
priesthood cross my mind.

JE: You’d returned to the church by this time?

Yes. We lived in Moorestown then and 
attended Trinity.

JE: What about those pesky thoughts?

Well, I had long scrutinizing conver-
sations with myself: “Do I just want 
to stand up in pretty vestments and be 
in charge?” Or I’d talk to God: “Unh-
unh. You had your chance when I was 
younger.” I started a Ph.D in social pol-
icy at Bryn Mawr, thinking I’d push the 
whole thing away. I was surrounded by 
a lot of bright atheists and found my-
self talking a lot about my own journey 
and witnessing. One day I was pacing 
the floor of my apartment and I said to 
God, “You are not going to not let this 
happen, are You?” I went to see the Fa-
ther Stowell and I said: “Talk me out of 
this!” He didn’t.

JE: What were the next steps?

I was 50 years old, didn’t have the fi-
nancial resources to go to seminary, 
didn’t know what to do. I started spiri-
tual direction with Jack Zamboni, who 

was of great help. My parish put to-
gether a discernment committee and I 
applied formally to the diocese. But my 
paperwork was lost —  and lots of time 
was, too. Finally I said, “I need to go to 
seminary, even if nothing comes of it.” 
After a wonderful interview with Sue 
Hiatt at Episcopal Divinity School, that 
was it. I applied only to EDS.

JE: So you headed to Cambridge.  

Yes, knowing I could afford only one 
semester. I got a part-time job at the 
Diocese of Massachusetts, which 
helped. In fact, I did every sort of job; 
nothing was too humble! Then one day 
in the mail I found a letter informing 
me that I’d been awarded a three-year 
Absalom Jones scholarship. I was as-
tounded! 

JE: And life, post seminary?

I assumed I’d be in parish ministry. I 
was ordained a deacon in 2000 but re-
leased from the Diocese of New Jersey, 
as there was nothing available at the 
time. I decided to attend General Con-
vention in Denver; I thought that some-
one must have a job for me! I had lunch 
with Brian Grieves and learned about 
a fascinating position in social justice 
work at the Episcopal Church Center. 
It encompassed anti-racism, econom-
ic justice, and anti-violence. Luckily, I 
was hired and had six weeks to move 
from Cambridge back home to New 
Jersey. I’m on the bus by 5:30 and get 
into my office at 7:30. Thank goodness 
I love my work!

JE: What aspects of  being Social Justice Officer 
of the national church do you particularly like?

First of all, it’s an example of God’s 
grace that I’m being paid to engage in 

a ministry that I have done for most of 
my life for free! 
 It excites me to have systems work 
and work well. I’m able to initiate 
things, to get things started; that comes 
from my work as a professional trainer 
for 25 years. But it’s also important to 
ensure that you build a structure that 
will last, so I constantly look at what 
systems we can establish that will keep 
the work continuing. Ultimately the 
goal of anti-racism training is not train-
ing, but transformation.  
 I’m on the road a lot in my work: 
perhaps 80 percent of the time. Luckily 
I’m a raging extrovert and I gain energy 
when I’m with people.

JE: And your daughters?

The eldest is a professor of Spanish and 
the younger is Deputy Attorney Gener-
al for the State of New Jersey. They’re 
my two beloveds and my two joys.

Jayne Oasin [then Jayne Jones] standing next to long-time 
New Jersey Senator clifford case. 
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JE: You were born in Phillipsburg, but baptized 
in Little Silver?

My mother’s parents — my grandpar-
ents — lived in Little Silver and her sis-
ter lived in Red Bank. We visited that 
area frequently. I was baptized on All 
Saints Day at St. John’s when I was 
three months old. I got wet, but I don’t 
remember anything else about it! 

JE: Where did you grow up ?

In Maplewood. My father worked at 
Westinghouse Electric and his job re-
quired that move from Phillipsburg. I 
went to Columbia High School and we 
attended St. George’s Church.

JE: Were you an acolyte? 

No. I suppose that does make me odd! 
And I didn’t sing in the choir, either. To 
my mother’s sadness, I didn’t take after 
her musically. She taught piano to about 
25 students, each paying the enormous 
sum of 50 cents an hour.  
 I was active in what was called the 
Young People’s Fellowship. We put on 
plays and even wrote a few. 

JE: Including the spellbinder Stella Returns. You 
were “The Hero.”

I think I preferred to be a hero on the 
basketball court or the baseball field! I 
was involved in sports seriously in high 
school. My baseball coach was in fact 
responsible for my going to Springfield 
College in Massachusetts.  
 I graduated at 16 — having skipped 
kindergarten, don’t laugh, please — and 
really wasn’t sure of what I wanted to 

do. So I followed 
his advice to apply 
to Springfield. 
But I didn’t stay 
there long.

JE: What brought 
you back?

A young lady 
named Joy 
whom I first 
knew in junior high. 
She had become more interesting 
in high school! We had our first date 
on the 18th of January 1947; we saw a 
movie in Morristown. 

JE: Do you recall what it was?

I had to look it up in a public library on 
microfilm a few years ago; it was some-
thing forgettable with Lew Ayres. We 
celebrate that anniversary every year! 

JE: So you left Massachusetts before your BA?

I transferred to Upsala College in East 
Orange to be closer to Joy, who was 
at Douglass College. I earned my BA 
in 1953, in history and English, and 
the next day I enlisted in the Marine 
Corps. We were married the day after 
I was commissioned. We had a week’s 
honeymoon on Long Beach Island; Joy 
returned to take exams and get her de-
gree. And I had to report to Quantico. 

JE: Where you became a Marine pilot. How did 
that happen? 

One day at Quantico we were crouch-
ing on the ground, blindfolded, trying 
to see how fast we could assemble our 
weapons. After we removed our blind-

Born	in	Phillipsburg,	he	was	confirmed	in	the	Diocese	of	Newark	(we’ll	over-
look	that).	He’s	been	a	lay	reader,	chair	of	the	2002	Episcopal	Election	
Committee,	is	on	Diocesan	Council	—	and	has	a	daughter	who	is	an	Episco-
pal	priest.	He	couldn’t	be	anything	other	than	a	Jersey	Episcopalian!

Dr. John J. Ward

folds, the first thing I saw 
was a jet plane soaring 

overhead. I thought to my-
self, “I’d like to do that!” It 

seemed a lot more appealing 
than what I’d been doing.

JE: How long were you in active 
service?

I got out in 1957 and returned to 
Maplewood, where we were liv-

ing. By that time we had our first 
two girls. I was hired at Esso Stan-

dard Oil as a trainee and had a terri-
tory in New Jersey and was on the road 
a lot. During that time, we moved to 
Cranford and our third daughter was 
born in July 1959. Meanwhile, I de-
cided that working at Standard Oil was 
not right for me.

JE: So what happened? 

Our next-door neighbor was a teacher. 
He kept telling me I should be a teach-
er. On the day I decided to chuck Esso, 
I heard there was a teaching position 
open in the high school. I met with the 
superintendent and was hired to fill out 
the unexpired year as an eighth-grade 
teacher — things were simpler then! 
 It took me a week to decide I really 
wanted to be a principal rather than a 
teacher. I enrolled in the MA program 
at Rutgers in educational administra-
tion to work towards that end. 
 Not long after, I heard of an opening 
at the high school in Hopewell Town-
ship. I taught high-school English and 

Profiles in Grace
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Pennington

history and coached jv basketball and 
baseball. And in 1962, our fourth and 
last daughter was born.

JE: Did you continue flying?

Some months after I’d started teaching 
at Hopewell, I was talking with an An-
napolis guy who was looking for avia-
tors. “Why don’t you join the Marine 
Reserve?” he asked. I did. With three 
children, an extra $80 a month helped 
a lot. We bought our first house, the 
same house in Pennington where we 
still live.  
 I moved up in rank and eventually be-
came commander of a fighter squadron. 
In 1964 we moved to Florida; I was in 
the reserve and studying at the Univer-
sity of Florida for an MA in counseling. 
After we returned to Pennington, I was 
briefly a counselor at Princeton High 
School, then assistant principal at the 
new high school in Lawrence, serving 
as principal there from 1969 to 1980. 

JE: Tough times to be a principal.

It was. Kent State, Cambodia, the riots. 
Even though there was lots of tension, I 

always took a stand and made sure peo-
ple knew it. I hold to doing what you 
think is right, but when it’s proven that 
your position is wrong, be confident 
and courageous enough to change it. 
That was respected. 

JE: Eventually you became a superintendent. 

It was in 1980; I’d just finished up at 
Lawrence. A friend of mine on the 
school board in Fredericksburg, Virgin-
ia said “Why don’t you come down here 
and be superintendent? Ours just left.” 
Even though 
I’d considered 
taking an-
other princi-
pal position, 
I realized that 
there was a 
time when one isn’t as effective: when 
your hair is white, when you’re not so 
much like the students’ fathers! So we 
moved to Fredericksburg, though still 
we kept our Pennington home.  
 In 1983 I applied for the position of 
superintendent of schools in Rumson, 
the same year I finished up my doctoral 
degree at Rutgers. So we moved back 
home to New Jersey.

JE: The Rumson superintendency must have 
been highly competitive.

I suggested to the search committee 
that they speak to 40 different people 
and groups in Fredericksburg to learn 
about me, including folks who weren’t 
my greatest fans! Well, they hired me 
within a week and called off the rest of 
the search. I was at Rumson until 1991. 
 My proudest achievement there was 
seeing a rise in SAT scores, focusing on 
kids in the 400 to 500 range who we 
believed could reach the 600 range. We 
worked hard in promoting improve-
ments in classroom teaching and ad-
opted a program that broke boundaries. 
Student scores improved and we were 
recognized by New Jersey Monthly as one 
of the 10 top high schools in the state.

JE: In 2002 you became chair of the Episcopal 
Election Committee. A big job. 

The Holy Spirit tapped me on the 
shoulder, I think. A friend on the 
Standing Committee proposed my 
name; her kids had gone through school 
when I was superintendent. Even 
though it was a tremendous responsi-
bility, I had great confidence that our 
committee could work together well 
and follow the canons precisely.  
 One of our members suggested a 
chaplain for our committee; a great 

idea. We elected the Reverend George 
Willis, who kept us grounded. If things 
ever got testy, George would say “It’s a 
good moment to stop and pray.” It al-
ways helped us remember the context 
of our work. 
 The committee was effective because 
its members were dedicated to working 
together in a framework of mutual re-
spect and love. We were confident that 
the Holy Spirit would guide and inspire 
us — and the Holy Spirit did! The result 
of our collective labors resulted in the 
call to George Councell to be the Elev-
enth Bishop of the Diocese of New Jer-
sey. Thanks be to God.

JE: Are any of your daughters in education?

Two of them: one is a fifth-grade teach-
er in New Jersey and the other teaches 
Spanish at a high school in Massachu-
setts. Another daughter is a lawyer, 
now living in Germany, and my old-
est daughter is rector of a church in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. We’re 
very proud of all of them.
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What on earth are convocations? The second in an eight-part series.

The

convocationATLANTIC

Most churches of this 85-mile long convocation are within sight of the 
ocean. But Cape May Point is actually farther west than Trenton on 
the map; just one of many paradoxes of this surprising swath of land.

In the early days — call it the 18th century — no one 
wanted to live on the shore, other than fishermen and 
pirates. Water was a means for travelling, not something 
to build near. The dangers of the ocean were too well-
known and its delights were too far in the future. 

Although there was some early Anglican missionary ac-
tivity in the Cape May and Egg Harbor areas by the Rev-
erend Nathaniel Evans in the 1760s, it was sporadic. No 
parish was formed in what is now the Atlantic Convoca-
tion until the mid-19th century.

In fact, it was only in the 1830s that the first well-to-do 
New Jerseyans, many of whom were Episcopalian, begin 
to make the arduous trip by carriage or coach, over ap-
palling dirt roads, to the coast. Drawn by the allure of 
sea air and its reputed health benefits, families began to 
spend a part of their summers on Cape May. 

Carriages were the transport of the wealthy, but rail-
ways, which began to cover all the state like lace 
embroidery after the Civil War, enabled ordinary 
folk to plan a holiday at the beach. With the 
railways came the hotels — and the beginnings 

of the modern Jersey Shore were at last in place. And 
with that came the founding and flourishing of many of 
the 19 parishes that make up the Atlantic Convocation.

Today the Jersey coastline is often defined by the sea-
sonal influx of people going 
“down the Shore” for a day, 
a week, or a month. Linked 
physically by the concrete 
ribbons of Route 9 and the 
Garden State Parkway that 
wind down the coastline, the 
churches of the convocation 
are invisibly bound by their 
relationship to the water. 
Even in inland Whiting, Kes-
wick Lake, with its tea-col-

ored, cedar-scented water, is just a stone’s throw away. 
Still it’s a long drive from Whiting to Cape May Point. 
The differences in the land, in economics and local in-
dustry (or lack of it), demographics, all these make the 

convocation a diverse collection of churches with 
a common geographic context. 



1�

EPISCOPALIAN
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The ATLANTIC CONVOCATION: ROLL CALL

Yet the character of the area is changing, as second and 
even third homes near the water become more common 
and property values continue to increase. Traditional 
sources of employment are vanishing and Atlantic City, 
with its enormous casino and entertainment economy, 
has become the largest employer in the region. The area 
encompassed by the Atlantic Convocation has altered 
dramatically in the past 25 years; perhaps more than any 
other area of New Jersey. Every church, mission, and 
seasonal chapel has had to ask what sort of evangelism 
and outreach is appropriate for their neighborhoods, 
what role they can play in the life of their communities, 
and how the Gospel is most effectively proclaimed in 
such a complex and changing part of the world.

Points south
Cape May Point is the southernmost place in 
the Diocese of New Jersey, and St. Peter’s-
at-the-Point, the stalwart seasonal cha-
pel located there, just celebrated the 125th 
anniversary of its founding. St. Peter’s 
church building — bought for $100 and 
moved from its original home in Phila-

delphia’s Fairmount Park — was conveyed to Cape 
May Point by train and erected. One of the most pho-
tographed of all the churches in the diocese, St. Peter’s 
quaint gingerbread-and-stick building has had a num-
ber of locations since 1880, may of which are now un-
der water. The church is a hive of activity in the summer 
months; during the winter it closes it doors and enjoys 
a deep sleep before welcoming parishioners and visitors 
once more.

Just round the bend 
on the western side 
from Cape May Point 
is Villas, original-
ly a fishing village. 

St. Barnabas-by-the-Bay owes its existence to a couple 
who, in the 1940s, longed for an Episcopal church in the 
community. They took the first steps towards organiz-
ing a church, beginning with the time-honored practice 
of holding services in their house. Assisted by the rec-
tor of North Wildwood and supported by Bishop Gard-
ner, after years of bake sales, penny drives, and bazaars, 
enough money was raised to buy a lot. The cornerstone 
of St. Barnabas was laid in 1954. The mission congrega-
tion is small but active, in a shared ministry with Holy 
Spirit Lutheran Church. 

Back to the south and round to Cape May, Church of 
the Advent–St. John’s Chapel is the oldest parish in 
the convocation. The double-barrelled name? St. John’s 
Chapel was in existence by 1864 as a seasonal chapel, 
but some Cape May Episcopalians decided they wanted 
a year-round church. It was organized, and the first ser-
vice of that new church, named Advent, was on Christ-
mas Eve 1899 in a rented hall. But it wasn’t until 1903, 
tired of waiting, that one Annie Knight purchased an 
old Presbyterian church for the use of the congregation. 
So two Episcopal churches, St. John’s and Ad-
vent, existed in Cape May 
until 1952, when the original 
Church of the Advent build-
ing burnt down. The con-
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it was completed, took their own fold-
ing chairs for Sunday services. By 1905, 
services were year-round. The current 
church was built in 1967. The parish will 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of its in-
corporation in 2006. One of its primary 
outreach activities is “Suffer Not” Child 
Care Center, which provides year round 
quality care for children from local low 
income, working families. It’s the only 
childcare center in the Wildwood area that offers infant 
care, and through their proposed expansion, the center 
will substantially increase services for local low-income 
families. 

St. Mary’s, Stone Harbor is the next Episcopal 
Church heading north, but getting there from North 
Wildwood requires a jog inland from the coast road. 
Water — in this case, Hereford Inlet — prevents a direct 
road route. St. Mary’s sit snugly on Seven Mile beach, a 
barrier island, as it has since 1911. A seasonal chapel un-
til 1953, it became a parish in 1955. 
 St. Mary’s keeps its doors open 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week. As it’s located in downtown Stone Har-
bor, visitors stop in to pray, light a candle, or admire 
the charming church with its jewel-like stained glass. 
Not only does the church welcome all in, it extends it-
self into the community: the innovative Heavenly Scaven-
gers program is just one of the many initiatives. During 
the summer Worship on the Beach and Thursdays on the 
Lawn turn St. Mary’s inside out! On 3 December 2005, 
St.Mary’s will celebrate its 95th anniversary. Parishio-

}The
convocationATLANTIC

gregation moved in with St. John’s, which occupied the 
building known today primarily as Church of the Ad-
vent, and later merged. Whew! 
 Advent is a lively parish with a host of ministries and 
activities directed within the parish and outward to the 
larger Cape May community. Working with St. Mary’s 
Church in Stone Harbor, the Heavenly Scavengers assess 
houses slated to be demolished and rescue furniture and 
items useful to others. An Outreach Committee moves 
quickly when there’s a crisis in the neighborhood, to as-
sist however possible. A parish nurse ensures that mem-
bers have a contact for timely medical information — and 
she makes house calls!  
 Advent has been home to the Diocesan Youth Choir 
Camp (or recently Youth Choir Week), now in its 17th year. 
Talented young men and women spend a week learning 
challenging choral music. In 2005 their music included a 
comprehensive range from Alleluia Ascendit Deus by Piet-

ro Bencini to This Train, 
a traditional African-
American spiritual.

Heading up Route 9, 
St. Simeon’s-by-
the-Sea has been a 
presence in North 

Wildwood since 1898, when its first service was held in 
the Hotel Dayton. Within three years, building had be-
gun for a real church — and parishioners, not waiting till 
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North Wildwood, St. Simeon’s ChurchLongport, Church of the Redeemer [seasonal]Galloway, St. Mark and All Saints

 The ATLANTIC CONVOCATION ROLL CALL: CONTINUED

ners are determined that their church will be a vital part 
of Stone Harbor for years to come.

At the other end of Seven Mile beach is the seasonal cha-
pel of St. John’s-by-the-Sea in Avalon. The church 
building dates from 1914; services were first held in 
1908. Priests who summer at the shore and those who 
are retired and living in the area offer their services to 
the annual congregation.

It’s about a 25-minute drive from Avalon to Holy Trin-
ity, Ocean City, a thriving year-round parish since 
1908; the first services were held in 1893 at “Peck’s 
Beach,” the original name of Ocean City. The original 
church lost its bell tower in the deadly 1962 hurricane 
and the parish decided to move to a larger lot and build 
anew. The present building was consecrated in 1974; it 
contains some of the original stained glass. 
 The stalwart spirit that supported a year-round par-
ish on the shore in 1908 is seen today in the active young 

people of Holy Trinity. They an-
nually participate in WorkCamp, 
to repair the houses of the elderly 
and those with low incomes. Just 
after the devastation of Katrina, 
Holy Trinity youth arranged a 

car wash and collected $1400 between 8 am and 1 pm. 
And on the third Sunday of every month, the service 
emphasizes the youth of the church, with music and lit-

urgy geared towards them. Add to this parish trips to 
El Salvador, a parish nurse, an active chapter of Epis-
copal Church Women, a prayer quilt group, a dinner 
club — and all the signs point to Episcopal life in Ocean 
City for another few hundred years, at least.

Heading slightly inland, one finds Somers Point on 
Great Egg Harbor Inlet, the location of Christ Church. 

The church building 
looks so much a part 
of the neighborhood 
that it’s difficult to 
realize that the par-
ish was only found-
ed in 1961. At the 
time, they decided 
to purchase a histor-

ic Tudor mansion and convert it; in fact, the first Christ-
mas Eve service was in the large living room. In 1965, 
an addition was completed and in 1976 a new sanctuary 
was built, joined to the original complex. The result is 
the intriguing church, now totalling some 15,000 square 
feet, one sees today. The people of Christ Church are 
engaged in variety of activities, from taking part in the 
Atlantic City Rescue Mission and CROP walks to pre-
paring Thanksgiving baskets for shut-ins and supporting 
a Junior Choir.

Just across the Great Egg Harbor Inlet is Longport, 
home to Church of the Redeemer, a charming sea-
sonal chapel  with an attractive outdoor labyrinth that 
happily isn’t seasonal and can be walked year round.

}The
convocationATLANTIC
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Ocean City, Holy Trinity Church Pleasantville, Church of St. Mary the Virgin

Ventnor City on Absecon Island is often unfairly seen 
as indistinct from Atlantic City, but it’s a town with a 
character and history of its own. The Church of the 
Epiphany is a solid stone neo-Gothic building, com-
manding the corner lot at a major intersection in Vent-
nor. The church, completed in 1930, was made possible 
by a generous $100,000 gift from a parishioner. With 
the onset of the Great Depression, the building would 
not have been possible without this gift.  
 The parish is a lively center of outreach and inreach. 
From the Book Review Crew and the Epiphany Café 
to the Society of Mary and Sunday “Know Your Faith” 
classes, parishioners have all manner of choices for 
involvement. 

Points North
Atlantic City can be thought of as 
the equator, if you will, of the 
Atlantic Convocation, dividing it 
into churches south and north. Atlantic City 
was at one time home to four Episcopal parishes, when 

the city’s population and demographics could support 
that number. Now there are two: Church of the As-
cension and St. Augustine’s Church. 
  Ascension began in the early 1870s, when a num-
ber of Episcopalians wanted a year-round church in 
Atlantic City. In 1886 the parish moved to its current lo-
cation, completing a striking and enormous new church 
building of Spanish-Renaissance style in 1894. With its 
Anglo-Catholic ceremony and tradition — including a 
boys choir, then a novelty, and an impressive organ — the 
congregation grew quickly. Alas, the bleak years of the 
Great Depression hit Atlantic City particularly hard and 
Ascension had a rough time of it, with its large physical 
plant and a dwin-
dling congrega-
tion. It wasn’t 
possible to con-
secrate the build-
ing until the 1950s 
when the mort-
gage and associ-
ated costs were 
finally paid off. 
(In the Episcopal Church, a church building cannot be 
consecrated as long as any debt remains attached to it.)  

During the 1970s, with the introduction of casino 
gambling and the consequent change in demograph-

ics, the parish faced a new set of challenges. But a se-
ries of devoted rectors and steadfast lay leaders have 

kept the parish alive and a centre of Anglo-Catholic 
worship. The parish is visible in the community, par-
ticularly through its Project Lazarus ministry for people 
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Villas, St. Barnabas’ Church

The ATLANTIC CONVOCATION:  ROLL CALL ENDED, AT LAST!

Stone Harbor, St. Mary’s ChurchSomers Point, Christ Church Tuckerton, Church of the Holy Spirit

living with hiv and aids and its Cultural Series, with 
weekly organ recitals and special choral concerts.

The church of St. Augustine in Atlantic City has a 
proud history, beginning with its first services in 1898. 

But in September 2003 
they lost their Rector 
Emeritus. And bare-
ly a month later, an ac-
cidental fire destroyed 
the two-story parish hall 
and parts of the church. 
The church also suffered 

extensive water damage and lost all its equipment, ap-
pliances, furniture, and parish records. The parish re-
ceived an insurance payment, but it was far from the 
amount needed to restore all that was lost. Since the 
fire, church members have worshipped with Church of 
the Ascension. But recently they called the Reverend 
Dr. Augustine Unuigbe, a physician turned priest, to be 
their priest-in-charge. Father Unuigbe is as determined 
as his parishioners to recreate the church. Keep them in 
your prayers.

To the west of Atlantic City is the city of Pleasantville 
and the parish of St. Mary the Virgin, a church with 
an historically African-American heritage. With its be-
ginnings in the late 1920s, the parish was served by a 
number of devoted lay readers who later went on to or-
dination and distinguished vocations in the church. In 
the 1960s, the Reverend Herbert Edmondson (later 

Bishop of Jamaica) spearheaded a drive to build a new 
church and in 1977, the current church building was 
consecrated. The vicar, the Reverend John Bryant, cel-
ebrates his 20th year at the church in 2005.

Turning northwest, one finds the Church of St. Mark 
and All Saints in Galloway. The result of a merger 
of St. Mark’s in Pleasantville and All Saints in Atlantic 
City, the parish is an example of a successful blending 

of two indepen-
dent congrega-
tions. Part of that 
success no doubt 
comes from the 
parish construct-
ing an entirely new 

church in 1983 rather than moving to one of the existing 
churches. The building incorporates passive heating and 
cooling systems, much natural light, and a design built 
around a courtyard. And it’s entirely compliant with the 
American with Disabilities Act (ada), making 
it a welcoming place for all people.

The Church of the Holy Spirit in Tuck-
erton is warm and loving church coping with 

the difficulties that 
come from using a for-
mer Bell Telephone cen-
tral office as a worship 

space! This growing parish does the best it can 
with a small windowless building, making up for 
what it lacks in space with a host of parish groups 

}The
convocationATLANTIC
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Whiting, St. Stephen’s ChurchWaretown, St. Stephen’s ChurchVentnor, Church of the Epiphany

women of St. Stephen’s church, whiting dance the hula 
during a parish luau in October 2005. 

and outreach activities, 
a lively parish web site 
(with blog!), and a lov-
ing spirit.

Crossing over to the 
well-known Long Beach Island (oh, call it lbi), there 
are Episcopal churches at both the south and north ends. 
The Church of the Holy Innocents, Beach Haven 
began life in 1881 when the first services were held. The 
parish offers a range of activities for its members and 
many of those raise funds for outreach programs on lbi. 
From their famous Silent Auction (which this year in-
cluded bids for the rector jumping into a hotel swim-
ming pool) and the ecw’s 58th (!) annual Canterbury 
Fair, parishioners are an active bunch. And the Adult 
Forum on Sundays “engages everything from the lec-
tionary Scriptures to the received Tradition to questions 
that didn’t get answered in your Confirmation class 
about how to live as a Christian in this world.”

St. Peter’s-at-the-Light, on the north end of lbi at 
Barnegat Light has been holding services since 1937 
in a church originally built as a community gather-
ing place. After a bit of a rocky start, this seasonal 
chapel — considering the possibility of becoming a year-
round church — is home to a devot- ed group of 
people who return annually to worship 
in the charming space. 

Leaving lbi, heading up Route 
9 into the Pinelands, one comes 
upon St. Stephen’s in Ware-
town. Its origin dates to the 

1920s as a mission of Holy Innocents, 
Beach Haven — in fact, it was first named 
Holy Innocents. In 1937 it became St. 
Stephen’s. Almost 70 years later, it’s a 
vigorous parish, with nearly 100 chil-
dren in the church school, an en-
ergetic youth group, and a new 
prayer ministry. For years 
the church has had a well-de-
served reputation for involve-
ment in the community and for providing 
meeting space for groups from AA and Al-Anon to af-
ter-school programs.

Heading northwest farther into the Pinelands, a fast-
growing area catering especially to retired people, St. 
Stephen’s, Whiting was founded in the 1970s to pro-
vide an Episcopal church in an area where they had 
been none. The congregation is primarily senior citi-
zens, but that hardly means inactive! Members prepare 
the monthly newsletter, serve as “cleaning squads,” have 
formed ecw, Society of Mary, and Daughter of the King 
chapters, offer art classes, and sponsor 11 fund-raising 
events every year, including a parish luau — where the 
energy and spirit of the St. Stephen’s, Whiting is visible 
to all!
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New Archbishop of York
The Most Reverend Dr. John Sentamu, a native of Nige-
ria, was confirmed as the new Archbishop of York. The 
Church of England is divided into two provinces, Can-

terbury and York, each with 
an archbishop who has au-
thority over other bishops in 
the province. The Archbish-
op of Canterbury is the lead-
er of the two. Many people 
consider that the Archbishop 
of York is the second most 
powerful position in the An-
glican Communion.

Dr. Sentamu is the first black archbishop in the history 
of the Church of England. He reports having received 
numerous threats and racist letters since his appoint-
ment was announced, including some letters smeared 
with excrement. 

Global South organization
At the end of October, the Third Anglican Global South 
to South Encounter was held in Egypt. About 120 del-
egates from most Anglican provinces of the “Global 
South” met. Angry press releases issued in advance of 

Natural disasters
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita dominated global news for 
several weeks, but it was easy to miss coverage of their 
effects on Episcopal churches and congregations. Hard-
est hit were the Diocese of Louisiana and the Diocese 
of Mississippi. Six parish churches in Mississippi were 
completely destroyed (St. Peter, Gulfport; St. Mark, 
Gulfport; Redeemer, Biloxi; Christ Church, Bay St. 
Louis; Trinity, Pass Christian; St. Patrick, Long Beach). 
The diocesan offices of the Diocese of Louisiana have 
moved to St. James in Baton Rouge until further notice; 
the headquarters in New Orleans is not usable. Six par-
ish churches in Louisiana were severely damaged but 
have reopened after partial repairs. Many thousands of 
students in Episcopal schools in the region were dis-
placed, but numerous other schools in the region found 
room for most of them. Grace Church in New Orleans 
lost its organ and all of its pews, but the building itself 
survived. There was damage to Episcopal churches in 
five dioceses (Central Gulf Coast, Louisiana, Mississip-
pi, Texas, and Western Louisiana). The Episcopal Relief 
and Development office maintains a “How can I help?” 
web site at www.episcopalchurch.org/help/

Recent issues in the Episcopal Church and the Anglican   Communion
Since We Last Spoke

The issues of governance, control, and affiliation 
in the Anglican Communion continue to dominate news 
reports about things Anglican and Episcopal around the 
world. Please refer to the Autumn	2005	Jersey	Episcopa-
lian for background and context of current news.
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that meeting suggested that its primary purpose was 
to condemn homosexuality in provinces that were not 
in attendance there, though reports indicate that much 
more was discussed. Several US conservative lobbying 
organizations were also in attendance, presumably to 
show solidarity with the Global South group in that con-
demnation. The Most Reverend Peter Akinola, Primate 
of All Nigeria, has been the most vocal in condemning 
other provinces for their stand on homosexuality, and 
has attacked other archbishops for failing to condemn 
homosexuality. 

At the end of this five-day meeting, the delegates issued 
a statement entitled “A Third Trumpet from the South”  
containing dozens of points of agreement on a wide 
range of topics.  

The Archbishop of Canterbury delivered a long, com-
plex, and brilliant address —- One, Holy, Catholic, and Ap-
ostolic Church — at the Global South meeting. Its text can 
be found on his web site: www.archbishopofcanterbury.org. 
Some commentators consider this to be the most impor-
tant speech that Dr. Williams has ever given.

Church organization and governance
For centuries, the administrative structure of Episcopal 
and Anglican churches has been geographic. Every par-
ish supervised by the Bishop of New Jersey is actually 
in New Jersey. Sometimes it is convenient to bend the 
borders a little; for example, there are a few Episcopal 
churches in the far western part of Idaho that are in the 
Diocese of Spokane, but this is a matter of convenience 
and not doctrine.

In recent months, there have been numerous changes 
and challenges to this geographic order. African church-
es have consecrated bishops and placed them in London. 
US parishes have announced that they are part of Af-
rican dioceses. Other US parishes have refused to deal 
with their diocesan bishop and have demanded “alterna-
tive episcopal oversight”, which is to say a different bish-

op. A South American bishop ordained several people in 
Pittsburgh and sent them to Maryland to be deacons and 
priests. And the Diocese of Sydney has announced its in-
tention to plant Sydney churches inside other Australian 
dioceses. 

We expect these “turf wars” to continue and to escalate 
for some time, as there seems to exist no easy solution 
to the complex mix of problems that are causing these 
boundary crossings. 

Landmarks
Plans and funding have been announced for the con-
struction of a new Anglican church center in Qatar. It 
will be the first Christian church built in that country 
since the seventh century.

The entire lay leadership team (something like a “ves-
try”) of St. George’s Church in Baghdad were killed 
while returning from a conference in Jordan. 

The Reverend Canon Jane Hedges 
has been appointed Canon Steward 
of Westminster Abbey, marking the 
first time that a woman has been ap-
pointed Canon there or at any other 
Royal Peculiar.

The Diocese of Pittsburgh and Calvary Episcopal 
Church (a large church in the university area of Pitts-
burgh that has philosophical differences with the bishop) 
have settled their once-rancorous lawsuit. The settle-
ment is said by those who have seen it to affirm the 
property interests of the Episcopal Church in parish 
and diocesan property, and places rigorous restrictions 
on negotiations with a congregation that might wish to 
leave the Episcopal Church.  

It was only fifty years ago that the Anglican Church of 
Canada changed its name from “The Church of England 
in Canada.” 

FOR MORE: If you’d like further details about any of these items, see the News Centre archives of Anglicans Online: anglicansonline.org/
news/archives/   Releases from Episcopal News Service (episcopalchurch.org/ens) and the Anglican Communion News Service   
(anglicancommunion.org/acns) are also available online.
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The John 10:10 Tour
The Bishop of New Jersey reports in from the road.

In February 2005, Bishop Councell began a monthly 
blog (short for web log). These pages give you a sample 
of the bishop’s life on the road from July through the 
end of November. For the full story, see: newjersey.angli-
can.org/bishop/blog.html. 

July 2005 
Thou shalt not steal. Yes, but…  
An article in the New York Times featured All-Star Scott 
Podsednik of the Chicago White Sox. The 29-year-old 

left fielder is currently “the 
premier base thief in all of 
baseball,” on pace to steal 90 
bases this season. But what 
stood out were remarks by 
White Sox manager Ozzie 
Guillen. Podsednik has been 
caught stealing 12 times. Six 
of those he was picked off 

first base. Three times he was fooled by the pitcher and 
thrown out at second. When asked what he said to his 
player when he gets picked off, Guillen replied, “I tell 
him, ‘Get on base and get picked off again.’ You can’t be 
a good base stealer and be afraid.

Do not be afraid. I pray every day for a church that isn’t 
afraid. I see some churches taking some risks to advance 
their mission and ministry. I see some vestries willing 
to spend resources in new ventures, with new clergy 
leaders in new configurations and alignments with other 
churches. I see some churches giving up on the old 
ways to be born again for mission in this 21st century. 
They’ve taken their foot off of first base to reach second 
base, third base, even home plate.

I celebrate those churches that are seeking to grow in 
the same way Scott Podsednik steals bases; taking their 
feet off the familiar, leaning forward and running to-
ward the goal. What’s the worst thing that could hap-
pen? Failure? Listen to Scott Podsednik: “You can’t be 

afraid of failure. Once you become hesi-
tant, you’ve lost the edge.” Worse than 
failure is to become hesitant, stay stuck on 
first base and lose the edge.
I once saw a t-shirt with this message on the 
front: You can’t steal second with your 
foot on first. As Paul wrote to the Church in Philippi, 

I’m not saying that I have this all together, that I have it 
made. But I am well on my way, reaching out for Christ, 
who has so wondrously reached out for me. Friends, don’t 
get me wrong: By no means do I count myself an expert in 
all of this, but I’ve got my eye on the goal, where God is 
beckoning us onward — to Jesus. I’m off and running, and 
I’m not turning back. (3:12-14, in The Message).

The late Harry Caray, long time announcer for the Chi-
cago Cubs, said it best: “Let’s get some runs.” Come on, 
New Jersey — let’s get some runs. Yeah. 

Lookin’ for life in all the right churches
St. Raphael’s, Brick. When I arrived, I was delighted to 
witness people emerging from the church, after the 8 
service, with copies of 2 Times a Month in hand. At 10, 
the procession was to an African song, “Someone is 
Coming,” led by the St. Raphael’s All-Star Band. The chil-
dren sang the Lord’s Prayer, led by their Rector. Deacon 
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Maria Sanzo and Seminarian John Hartman also par-
ticipated in the liturgy. I received a beautiful Father’s 
Day card, signed by parishioners. 

St. Mark and All Saints, Galloway. This song, by Joan  
Osbourne, was sung by the confirmation class, as a pre-
lude to the Liturgy:

 What if God was one of us? 
 Just a slob like one of us 
 Just a stranger on the bus  
 Tryin’ to make his way home? 

It was a privilege to welcome the Rev. George E. Deat-
rick and his wife, Jean, back to the diocese and to cel-
ebrate George’s new ministry as Priest in Charge. 
Deacon Tom Sweeny assisted. 

St. Barnabas’-by-the-Bay, Villas. Led by Pastor Richard 
Garrison in a shared ministry with Holy Spirit Lutheran 
Church, this small church family offers a wonderful fel-
lowship to the community. At a lovely reception, I met 
a couple, new to the parish, who have adopted four chil-
dren and are awaiting a fifth! 

Christ Church, South Amboy. Last 
year a lightning strike destroyed 
the parish house. But, “Christ 
Church can take it.” The Rev. 
George Campbell and the Ves-
try developed plans and received 
grants to build a new facility to 
house expanded services to the 
community. We had a great celebration, followed by a 
parish picnic, with roasted pig and a brisket, too! 

St. Clement’s, Belford and St. Mary’s, Keyport. I had the 
pleasure of presiding at the Celebration of a New 
Ministry of these two congregations, now 
yoked and served by the Rev. Dr. Gina 

Walsh-Minor, Vicar. A 
feast followed. Thanks 
be to God!

St. Elisabeth’s Chapel-by-the-Sea, Ortley Beach. This sea-
sonal chapel celebrated its 120th anniversary this year. 
The tower bell was originally on a ship. Discovered by a 
sea captain in the wreckage on the shore, it was restored 
and installed, to peal the praise of God and call the peo-
ple to worship. 

St. Peter’s-by-the-Sea, Cape May Point. The southern most 
church in our diocese celebrated its 125th anniversary in 
July. This pine building, built for the Philadelphia Cen-
tennial in Fairmount Park, was purchased for $100. It 
was brought to Cape May Point in 1880. It’s been in con-
tinuous service as a seasonal chapel, although at different 
locations; the original site is now two blocks out to sea. 

September and October 2005 
I write this on the second anniversary of my consecra-
tion as the Eleventh Bishop of New Jersey. By the grace 
of God and with the help of your prayers, I am grate-
ful for the privilege of serving and leading the Church in 
this Diocese. May we continue to pray that the love and 
healing power of Jesus Christ may work in and through 
our Church, to the praise and glory of our God.

Briefly back on the tour... 
St. Andrew’s, Camden. On the night before we left for 
our annual vacation, Ruth and I shared in the celebra-
tion of the 25th anniversary of the Ordination to the 
Priesthood of the Rev. Pedro Guzman. Padre Guzman 
renewed his ordinations vows and he and his wife, Ode-
ida, renewed their wedding vows as well. Canon Martin 
Gutwein graciously hosted this celebration at St. Paul’s 
in Camden.
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St. Augustine’s, Atlantic City. I was delighted to celebrate 
the Eucharist with the people of St. Augustine’s at a 
Gospel Fest and rally held at Pop Lloyd Stadium in At-
lantic City. Nearly two years after a fire destroyed their 
parish house and damaged their sanctuary, the Rev. Au-
gustine Unuigbe and the leaders of St. Augustine’s an-
nounced to the community that they are still standing. 
We sang, we sweltered, we rejoiced that God is good, 
all the time. 

Grace, Pemberton. I presided at Evensong marking the 
conclusion of the ministry of the Rev. Joan Watson as 
Rector, where she served since 1989. Grace Church re-
ally turned out, as did many of Joan’s family and friends 
to give thanks for her leadership and ministry. 

Archdeacons: Coming, going, and being honored! 
The community of deacons gathered at the Cathedral on 
September 10 for reflection and celebration. We con-
ferred upon the retiring Venerable Carol Stoy the title 
Archdeacon Emerita. It was my privilege to recognize the 
following Deacons, who succeed Carol in the office and 
ministry: the Venerable Victoria Cuff, the Venerable 
John Hanson, and the Venerable Keith McCoy. 

Lookin’ for life in all the right churches 
All Saints’, Navesink The Rev. Hugh Tudor-Foley, Inter-
im Rector, gives faithful care and direction to this con-
gregation. Glorious music, great participation and an 
absolutely charming sanctuary made for worship “in the 
beauty of holiness.”

St. Peter’s IGBO Church, Trenton. I preached, confirmed, 
and celebrated at St. Peter’s igbo Church, meeting at 

the former St. Andrew’s Church in Trenton. At 

the feast following the service, 
I was presented with a beautiful 
Nigerian shirt and trousers, with 
matching cap. Ndewo!

Grace, Linden. Not only did we celebrate a beautiful Lit-
urgy, including an adult baptism, several confirmations 
and receptions, I was welcomed to a parish picnic on 
one of the most beautiful days of the year. 

St. Paul’s, Westfield. I presided and preached at the re-
dedication of the newly renovated St. Paul’s, preceded 
by a wonderful organ recital by Charles Banks, Organist 
and Choirmaster. I was moved to tears by this offering 
of worship to the glory of God and building up of the 
church for mission in the world. 

To San Juan and the House of Bishops meeting  
I attended a meeting of the House of Bishops in mid-
September. We heard presentations from the Bishops of 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Central Gulf Coast on the 
suffering of their dioceses because of Hurricane Katrina. 
One of the sayings emerging is The Church is Still Stand-
ing. I signed up for our Diocese to participate in our 
Church’s help under the title We Will Stand With You.

Hitting the road again 
St. Peter’s, Clarksboro. I enjoyed my first visitation to this 
historic church. The Rev. Dennis Nichols presented a 
wonderful group of young people for Confirmation. 
St. Peter’s sanctuary was dedicated by Bishop Doane in 
1846 and has been beautifully preserved. 

Trinity, Vincentown. Severely damaged by a flood during 
summer 2004, Dr. Peter Molnar and the parish worked 
hard and long to restore this charming church. We cel-
ebrated and rededicated everything in sight!
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November 2005
T3! The Fall Youth Event  
I was glad to have a couple of hours with our young peo-
ple at this year’s Fall Youth Event, entitled Stewardship: 
Time, Talent, and Treasure or, as the t-shirt says, t3. I en-
joyed dinner with this funny, smart, strong, and faith-
ful group of young people and their adult advisors. Nice 
to see the wonderfully cool and talented musician song-
writer Paula Lark, too.

Women of Honor: indeed they are!  
Ruth and I were pleased to attend the Episcopal Church 
Women’s Third Women of Honor luncheon. It was great to 
see dozens of our sisters honored for their ministries in 
their congregations. 

On the road again 
St. Luke’s, Metuchen I celebrated and preached to an 
overflow crowd at St. Luke’s, Metuchen. It was a splen-
did day, with a radiant congregation of all ages and so 
many ethnicities . . . A great choir, singing their hearts 
out . . . And good and faithful clergy leadership!

St. Mary’s, Point Pleasant Beach I presided at the Insti-
tution of the Reverend C. John Thompson-Quartey as 
Rector of St. Mary’s, Point Pleasant Beach. We heard a 
moving sermon from the Reverend David Jones, Rec-
tor of St. Paul’s, Concord, New Hampshire. The choir 
included members of St. Augustine’s, Asbury Park. We 
sang from all sorts of sources (including African hymns 
and songs of praise) and God was glorified. New Life!

A confirmation before shipping off 
I administered Confirmation to a young man prior to his 
leaving for duty with the Navy in Iraq. He was prepared 
and presented by the Rev. Mantelle Bradley. His name 
and the names of other members of our Diocese who 
serve in our military are remembered each day at Morn-
ing Prayer in this office. 

The fun and power of U2  
Along the way I was blessed to attend a concert by the 
Irish band U2 as the guest of the Rev. Dr. Raewynne 
Whiteley, Vicar of Trinity, Swedesboro.A band of great 
talent and strong social conscience, these troubadours 
convey the message of the Gospel more effectively than 
bishops and theologians.

On the reading table  
Recently read: The Clerkenwell Tales, by Peter Ackroyd; 
Chaucer, by Peter Ackroyd; and Extremely Loud and In-
credibly Close, by Jonathan Safran Foer. 

Currently reading: Where God Happens: Discovering Christ 
in One Another, by Rowan Williams and Everything is Il-
luminated, by Jonathan Safran Foer. 

Waiting to read: The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities 
for Our Time, by Jeffrey D. Sachs; Speaking My Mind, by 
Tony Campolo; The Church Enslaved: A Spirituality of Ra-
cial Reconciliation, by Michael Battle and Tony Campolo. 

On the Episcopal CD changer 
Possibilities, by Herbie Hancock; Back Home, by Eric 

Clapton; Souls Alike, by Bonnie Raitt; We 
Get A Kick Out of Jazz, by 

various artists; Get You a Hea-
lin’, by various artists; and 

The Soul Truth, by Shemekia 
Copeland. 



30

EPISCOPALIAN

St. Mary’s, Burlington I celebrated 
and preached at St. Mary’s, Burl-
ington (founded 1702) in October. 
Their founding Rector was the Rev-
erend John Talbot, the ship’s chap-
lain onboard the vessel on which the 
Reverend George Keith, missionary 

of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in For-
eign Parts, came to New Jersey from England. An icon 
(by Suzanne Schleck of Christ Church, Toms River) of 
these two hangs outside the door to my office.  
 I had a wonderful morning with this vibrant congre-
gation, where the Reverend Connor Haynes serves as 
Rector and where Canon Cynthia McFarland, Director 
of Communications, is a member. Congratulations to 
St. Mary’s upon being awarded a United Thank Offering 
grant for its the “Ladle of Love” soup kitchen. Catholic 
worship and social outreach. New Life! New Mission!

St. Barnabas’, Burlington St. 
Barnabas’ Free Mission Cha-
pel was called “free” because 
there were no pew rents! 
The church was the site of 
many “firsts” now widely ob-
served (weekly Eucharist; 
plainsong; a cross on the al-
tar) but were controversial 
on their introduction in the 
mid-19th century. We cel-
ebrated a wonderful Liturgy, including music from an 
African-American choir. We acknowledged the official 

retirement of the Reverend Harry Brant, a faithful “sup-
ply priest” for St. Barnabas’ since 1996. He just celebrat-
ed his 60th (!) anniversary of ordination. Well done!

No More! 
I saw the abundant life of Jesus Christ flourishing in the 
Diocese of New Jersey among the hundreds who partic-
ipated in the conference entitled Racism: No More in My 
Church! on November 19 at Trinity Cathedral. In prepa-
ration, I read several of the articles in Ending Racism in 
the Church, edited by Davies and Hennessee. One au-
thor wrote about the work: 

Resistance to racism by Christians remains a sign of hope. 
The powerless and excluded already realize that they are 
somebodies in God’s sight because they have discovered within 
themselves the resources graciously gifted to all in creation.

The battle continues, but the victory has already been won.

It was good to celebrate this day in New Jersey, where 
the battle continues, but where there are signs of hope. 

Convocations 
We had gatherings at the Burlington, Trenton and 
Northern Convocations in early November, complet-
ing fall visits to all parts of the Diocese. At the North-
ern Convocation the Rev. Andrew Hamersley, Dean and 
Rector of St. Paul’s, Westfield, led us in a song he com-
posed for the occasion: Make Us New. 

“Fresh Start!” 
I spent a morning with over 30 newly ordained and new-
ly called clergy; they meet monthly for two years in a 
program called “Fresh Start.” I came away refreshed and 
humbled by these pastors and priests, through whose 
ministries our Lord is making New Jersey 
new. 
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beauty of holiness” and I came away with gratitude for 
the labors of priest, choir, others who lead the praises of 
God’s people. It was heavenly. 

St. Andrew’s, Bridgeton For the Celebration of a New 
Ministry and Institution of the Rev. Douglas Reans as 
their Rector, the church was beautifully painted and 
landscaped. The Rev. Philip Stowell preached with 
grace and good humor. 

St. Martin’s, Bridgewater At their Patronal Festival I was 
greeted by a man dressed as St. Martin, a Roman soldier 
in the fourth century who converted to Christianity. We 
celebrated a glorious Liturgy with gorgeous music. I was 
given a t-shirt that bore the number 121 —  this was my 
121st visitation on the John 10:10 Tour.

St. James’, Yardville A beautifully designed liturgy made 
for a great visitation on the Feast of Christ the King. 
Baptism, confirmation, and reception were celebrated 
with graceful processions and glorious music. The Rev. 
Arthur Powell and Deacon Denise Cavaliere were most 
gracious hosts. 

St. Wilfrid’s, Camden A small but faithful congregation 
continues to worship, in a community that is under re-
development. Senior Warden Norman Valentine and 
Supply Priest Ed Martin presented four candidates for 
Confirmation. I ask for the prayers of all for our four 
congregations in Camden, the city that has (once again) 
been designated as the most dangerous in America. 
Where else would Jesus be?

We who believe in Jesus cannot rest, until he comes. 

Right Onward!

Cursillo!  
The Rev. Phil Kasey, Spiritual Director for the New 
Jersey Cursillo weekend, invited me to celebrate the 
closing Eucharist. Our Lord was surely present in the 
community and in the hearts of all those who participat-
ed. Ultreya (Right Onward)!

The Brotherhood of Saint Andrew 
I celebrated the Eucharist at Trinity Cathedral and to in-
stall new officers. Thank God for this fellowship of men 
who seek to develop holy habits and observe a rule of life 
that promotes spiritual growth and lay ministry. 

Back on the 10:10 
St. Augustine’s, Asbury Park When I arrived for the Cel-
ebration of a New Ministry and the Institution of the 
Rev. Andrea Rose-Marie Hayden as Rector, there were 
several busses parked on the street, with parishioners 
from the dioceses where the Rev. Mother Hayden has 
served. A highlight was a powerful sermon by the Rev. 
Juan Reed, Rector of St. Martin’s Church in Chicago. 
Mother Hayden recalled the counsel of another mentor, 
the Rev. Dr. Kortright Davis: “Love your people. Love 
your people. Love your people.” Amen. 

Christ Church, Bordentown On a beautiful Sunday, I cel-
ebrated, preached and confirmed at Christ Church. I 
knocked at the church doors with my crosier, received 
a warm greeting from the Rev. Richard Benedict, Rec-
tor, and was welcomed in a special rite to mark a first 
visit by a new bishop. (As had happened at St. Mary’s, 
Burlington, the previous week, the choir sang the an-
them, Behold a Great Prelate. I propose that some Latinist 
out there re-write that text so that it reads, “Behold a 
poor servant of a great Lord.”) We worshipped “in the 
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Rear-view Mirror
A Room with a Pew: Financing the Church by the Seat of our Pants

Imagine this: it’s just after 
the American Revolution and 
all ties between the Church 
of England and its churches 
in the colonies are broken. 
All stipends to clergy have ceased, all support of colonial 
parishes has stopped. What to do?

Parish churches require the ministrations of a priest, a 
building, and some heat, for starters. Money must be 
obtained in some fashion. What about pledges, you say? 
In the late 18th century and early 19th century, the con-
cept of a weekly offering of money or a yearly pledge 
was utterly unknown.

My pew, my place
The sale or rental of pews was the ordinary way of fi-
nancing Episcopal parishes until late in the 19th cen-
tury: it was called the “Parochial System.” Year after 
year, usually on Easter Monday or Tuesday, an auction 
was held at a stated time and place. Better locations 
brought higher prices. In the 19th century, a better lo-
cation — perhaps odd to us! — was 
at the front of the church. With 
hour-long sermons, see-
ing the parson appeared 
to be worth several hun-
dred dollars a year. 
Or perhaps be-
ing seen as one of 
the families “at the 
front of the church” 
was worth several hun-
dred dollars a year.

“Strangers Pews”
The allotting of 
pews for those too 
poor to pay for 

their own — usu-
ally in the galleries or in the back — jarred strikingly 
with many of Christ’s parables. And “Strangers Pews” 
set aside for visitors and others without assigned seats 
seemed to fit oddly with the many examples throughout 
the Bible of hospitality to strangers. 

Tombs as income streams
If a church possessed space below ground, often the op-
tion to be buried under the church was on offer, too; 
yet one more way to finance current operations with 
the transfer of real property. Just as a pew value was as-
sessed based on its location, so were tombs. Large sizes 
that could accommodate entire extended families seem 
to have been particularly popular. And as with pews, so 
with tombs: there were generally some areas of crypts 
reserved for the hapless unknown corpse, identified on 
plats as “Strangers Tombs.”

Wardens as bill collectors
Much of the distasteful burden of being a warden in the 
19th century was having to pester parishioners late in 
paying their quarterly pew rents. The wardens of Trin-
ity Church, Boston were harried enough in the 1830s 
that they hired an agent to act as a collector. 

And the nuisance of pews continued beyond death. 
Since a number of churches sold their pews rather than 
renting them — charging an annual tax on them as the 
means of income — pews were considered real property 
and could be sublet or bequeathed. 

When Trinity Church in 1872 wanted to demolish its 
old building and build a new church in Back Bay — the 
church we know today on Copley Square — the vestry 

know your place: Trinity cathedral, 
Buffalo, pew holders in 1902
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Rear-view Mirror

had to chase down every owner of real property in the 
old church, arrange to buy back their pews or tombs, 
and obtain a quitclaim deed. As some were owned by 
estates (the original owners having long died), the hours 
of paperwork were massive. And some legal owners 
proved utterly elusive. The owner of Trinity’s “Tomb 

Number 3,” one Har-
rison, was never iden-
tified. Trinity in fact 
ended up transferring 
26 “unknown” or “un-
claimed” bodies to the 
large plot it purchased 
in new Mount Auburn 
cemetery. 

“Ancient charity”
The unedifying “paro-
chial system” of pew 

selling and renting began to crumble in the late 19th 
century. And we can happily claim that the change orig-
inated in our own Diocese of New Jersey. G. W. Doane, 
the second bishop of New Jersey, in an 1834 sermon 
“Ancient Charity” and later in an 1841 Pastoral Letter to 
the Clergy and People of the Diocese, first brought forth 
the early-church concept of weekly giving to support a 
church. After building up the scriptural case for gener-
ous offerings each Sunday, he made reference to the ex-
perience at St. Mary’s, Burlington: 

“When the aggregate amount of the Offering for the 
year has been reported, it has been a common remark: 
‘How can it be so much? We have none of us felt it!’” 

He also refuted the objection “We cannot know exact-
ly at the end of the week how we have prospered” with 
“The safe rule is, be sure to give enough!”

He also demolished other complaints about uncoupling 
pew ownership and money: 

“But such a crowd will come. It will be filled at 
once. There will not be half room enough!” God 
grant it! It is the very thing we want. But are you sure it 
will be so? Has it ever been so, yet? And if it should be now, 
will it not go to show that Church should be free? That God 

knows best for whom his house of prayer was meant?

“But where shall we sit? Where shall we kneel? 
What shall we do?” Sit as you can, as people do that 
crowd to see a play or hear a song. Stand if you cannot sit. 
Kneel on the floor, as blessed Paul and all his company at 
Tyre “knelt down on the shower, and prayed.” Or do as they 
did in the ancient Churches where sitting had no place; the 
earliest Christians not thinking it proper to sit, even af-
ter prayer, in the presence of God. Or as is done by some who 
hold their worshipping assemblies in the woods. Or best of all, 
build more free churches.

“But the minister! What will become of the minis-
ter? He certainly will starve, with all his family!” 
Well, you know best how that will be. I grant that a minis-
ter and his family must be fed and clothed. And even a celi-
bate must have more than air to feed and clothe him. But is it 
only on a bargain that the ministry can live? Must the House 
of God, to be sustained, be rented, as stalls are, in a market? 
Must the Gospel perish, but for pew rents? Will you only take 
salvation upon sale? 

The adoption of Doane’s plan spread throughout the 
diocese with striking results and began to make itself 
known throughout the country. Newspapers generally 
referred to it as “Bishop Doane’s plan of offering.” 

Free at last 
But the scheme of pew rents finally ceased far later 
than many realize. The last Episcopal parish with pew 
rents was the well-known St. Thomas Fifth Ave-
nue in New York. That church 
ended the practice 
in . . . 1964.

Weekly offerings 
are now the prima-
ry means, other than 
endowment income, 
used to support Epis-
copal churches in the 
United States.
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 last word
This issue of the Jersey Episcopalian has been a bit of a 
head-spinning one for me. Before the season of Advent 
begins, I’ve had to work with this issue’s calendar that 
spans Advent Sunday till Ash Wednesday. There have 
been days when I’ve not known what liturgical season 
it is. And rattling through my mind oddly has now and 
then been the refrain:

Ring-a-ring o’ roses / A pocket full of posies 
Ashes, ashes* / We all fall down.

Probably many remember that time-honoured rhyme 
accompanying the children’s circle game. At the sound 
of “all fall down” each of us collapsed in a heap on the 
ground. Some say the rhyme’s origin is in the Middle 
Ages and the plague: posies carried in a vain attempt 
to ward off the fatal plague, the falling-down indicat-
ing sudden death. We may never know the birth of that 
chant, but we’ve all heard it and many of us played the 
game as children.

The liturgical year seems an ever-spinning wheel, a kind 
of calendrical circle game of the church that we all play 
together. From the mysteriousness of Advent, with its 
solemn warnings and waitings, through the shiny joy of 
Christmastide and Epiphany, into the sombre and ashy 
rhythm of Lent, punctuated at the end by the appar-
ent full stop of Good Friday, across to the astonishment 
and sharp surprise of each Easter morning, the after-
shimmer of Ascension Day, the burst of energy that is 
Pentecost, the love song that is Trinity, then into the 
procession of Sundays-after, finally to All Saints Day, 
marking the close of the circle in the company of the liv-
ing and the blessed dead . . . the year moves through its 
daily round.

Sometimes circles indicate what is pointless, futile: “He’s 
going round in circles.” Circling in a plane over an air-
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port, not getting anywhere. “No one has ever escaped 
an occasional sense of being trapped in getting up every 
morning and going to bed every night only in order to 
get up again the next morning: building ships to carry 
iron to build ships to carry iron has become so oppres-
sive to some people that they have killed themselves, and 
if indeed the circle is empty, if the sole purpose of build-
ing ships is carrying iron to build ships, the circularity of 
it must end in madness.”†

As Christians, we believe that Our Lord has broken the 
endless cycle of meaningless birth and death. We’re part 
of a circle whose circumference is nowhere, whose cen-
tre is everywhere, as St. Augustine has it. As we partici-
pate in the liturgical year and assume our places in the 
dance, we become part of the meaning. On the first of 
March, we shall take part in the liturgy for Ash Wednes-
day, receiving our smudge of ash and our reminder of 
mortality . . . We all fall down.

“The point about the children’s games is that all fall 
down and all get up again. This,” as Blessed Henry Suso 
said, quoting Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, “is the differ-
ence between the damned and the saved: everyone  
except the damned gets up and stumbles on.”

Wanna play? 

* A variant is “Atshoo!” to imitate a sneeze. 
† This and the next quotation are taken from Eithne Wilkins  
brilliant book on the history of the rosary, The Rose-Garden Game, 1969 

Canon Cynthia McFarland is Director of 
Communications for the Diocese of New Jersey.



An early winter sunset at Cape May



The Quarterly Magazine of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey

EPISCOPALIAN


