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Having grown up in the Church, and now having served as an ordained minister for more than 
27 years, I am profoundly aware of how many deep and wonderful relationships I have had 
with seniors, those who have experienced life and its vicissitudes, who have perspective on so 
much.   One of the great gifts of being church is our cross-generational identity.  As I repeatedly 
remind us all, the Church is one of the only places in our culture where four and five 
generations of people gather regularly to worship God, to pray together, to care for one 
another and to serve one another and the wider community.  I can think of few other aspects of 
life more valuable than these. Our Annual service to honor our older adults is a very special 
occasion on our diocesan calendar.  It’s an opportunity for us to pause and give thanks to so 
many who are the “treasures of the church” whom we often take for granted.  They are among 
our most faithful disciples and have given us our present heritage.  It is right that we “rise 
before” them. 

--The Right Reverend William H. Stokes 

The Committee for Ministry with Older Adults seeks to honor and celebrate older adults who contribute so much to the 
life and witness of the Diocese of New Jersey by sharing  their wisdom,  to understand and advocate for the needs of an 
aging population and to prepare people for ministry with older adults. 

Through our fifth annual Evensong celebrating Older Adults on 30 September 2017, the Diocese of New Jersey said 
thanks and gave praise to God for 100 faithful servants nominated by 51 congregations for their leadership. Their 
ministries, mentoring, and faith give us hope and embody the presence of Christ in our midst. Our excellent preacher 
was the Diocese of New Jersey’s Canon to the Ordinary and Transitions Officer, the Rev. Dr. Brian Jemmott, who also 
serves as our committee’s Diocesan liaison.  Again, we received the strong support and enthusiastic participation of the 
Right Rev. William H. Stokes, the Bishop’s Advisory Commission on Liturgy (through the Rev. Valerie Balling), the 
Bishop’s Advisory Commission on Music (through Canon Deborah Ford);  the Diocesan Youth Council (through the Rev. 
Canon Debi Clarke, Dcn.); the warm hospitality of Trinity Cathedral through Dean René John and his staff, ushers, and 
volunteers; and the Diocesan staff with whom we work throughout the year and without whose assistance this joyful 
event which fills the Cathedral would scarcely be possible. For many honorees and their guests, the Evensong service is 
their first visit to Trinity Cathedral, and many have enjoyed the opportunity for guided tours before the service begins. 

In 2017, we also had a presence at Diocesan Convention which enabled members of our committee to speak with 
delegates and other exhibitors. We were pleased to include more elements of our materials in both English and Spanish.  

Members of our committee are The Rev. Genevieve Bishop; Mrs. Helen A. Bowerman, MSN, RN; the Rev. Dr. Carolyn A. 
Bradley, LCSW, Dcn.; The Rev. Jane T. Brady-Close; Dr. Barbara Chamberlain, RN; The Rev. Canon Dr. Brian Jemmott; The 
Rev. Martin Lavengood; The Rev. Kathy Murray; The Rev. William Noble; The Rev. Joe Parrish; Ms. Rosa Peña, The Rev. 
Canon Clive Sang, Dcn.; The Rev. Sharon Sutton; Mr. Herbert Thomas; Ms. Kathy Waugh; and Canon Connie White. We 
welcome additional members to strengthen and broaden our efforts. 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Rev. Jane T. Brady-Close, Co-Chair 
[with Co-Chair, the Rev. Dr. Carolyn A. Bradley, LCSW, Dcn.] 

 


