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LGBTQ Commission of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey 

Report to Convention 

We were commissioned by Bishop Stokes at the end of 2014 and met throughout 2017.  This is 

what we have discerned as our identity statement: As the LGBTQ Commission of the Episcopal 

Diocese of New Jersey, we serve as listening agents, advisors and advocates providing 

information and support to the parishioners, clergy, lay leaders, and Bishop in the diocesan 

commitment to foster environments that welcome all people in the name of Christ, inclusive of 

all sexual orientations and gender identities/expressions. 

Members of the LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer) Commission spent 

time in prayer and conversation to arrive at a statement affirming the safe participation of all 

people in diocesan ministries, inclusive of all gender identities/expressions.  The statement, 

printed below, reflects more than a year of research and discernment with members of the 

transgender community, their families, and their support networks. 

As followers of Christ, we promise in our baptismal vows to respect the dignity of every human 
being. Consistent with that promise, we seek to create a safe environment that encourages 
participation of all people in Diocesan activities, inclusive of all gender identities/expressions.  
 
Each transgender person’s journey is an individual experience.  This journey may include 
changes in gender expression (e.g. clothes, names), hormone treatment, gender-confirmation 
surgery, a combination of these, or none of them.  Regardless of a transgender person’s place 
on their personal journey or their expression thereof, they are children of God and are inherently 
deserving of respect and dignity.  Each person’s journey is an ongoing, unique experience with 
different needs at different points. It is crucial to involve transgender people, their families, and 
their support networks in discussions about their needs. Meeting individual needs is pastorally 
sensitive and requires that we respect the needs and experiences of each transgender person.  It 
is of sacred importance that all persons be empowered to participate in Diocesan activities 
consistent with their gender identity.  
 

The Rev. Kristen C. Foley, Convener 
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