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Our Mission 
Mindful of our responsibility to be stewards of God’s creation, the mission of the Animal Welfare Ministry is to  

 spread awareness of animal welfare concerns related to our food supply, medical research, and treatment of 
domestic companion animals,       

 open a dialogue to discern and encourage  “animal-friendly” lifestyle changes, 

 foster pastoral care support for the loss of a companion animal,  

 provide liturgical resources for the celebration of animal life, and for times of bereavement and loss of 
companion animals. 

 

During 2017 the mission goals were progressed through 

 being a presence at the 233rd Diocesan Convention,  

 presenting Education and Awareness Forums at various locations throughout the diocese,  

 developing liturgical and other resources directly available from the Animal Welfare website 
(http://dioceseofnj.org/animalwelfare/). 

 

Animal Welfare Team 
Approximately 60 members of the Diocese of New Jersey have expressed an interest in our Animal Welfare Ministry, 
and we have been blessed by the many gifts and talents brought to the work of the team. But special thanks must go 
to the core working group who have become the backbone of this ministry: Sharon Patterson (forum presenter), 
Karla Droste (pastoral care, and early “founder”), the Rev. Cn. Linda Moeller (liturgical resources), Lin Murdoch 
(animal advocate and Humane Society official), Allie Graham (website creator), Larry Gustin, Lynn Pilanen, Mary 
Johnson, and Ellen and Brann Wry.  
 

2017 Animal Welfare Events 
The Animal Welfare Ministry was present at the 223rd (2017) Convention with an exhibit table for the first time since 
the ministry’s formation in 2016.   The exhibit attracted much interest, and a substantial number of names were 
added to our mailing list.  Also at Convention, Resolution 2017-4 was passed with near-unanimous support to further 
the work and ministry of the animal welfare team.  
 

During 2017, one-hour Animal Welfare Forums were held at Sts. Stephen & Barnabas, Florence, All Saints, Princeton 
and St. Francis, Dunellen, in the context of Sunday morning Christian formation programs.  The presenters at these 
events kept us focused and entertained while tackling thought-provoking and challenging questions.    
 

In June 2017, we organized an all-day diocesan-wide forum held at Trinity Cathedral.  In addition to excellent 
presentations from our own Sharon Patterson, Lin Murdoch, Karla Droste and Canon Linda Moeller, we invited 
outside speakers to cover a diverse range of topics from childhood education on animal welfare, to land-use and 
hunting practices in New Jersey.  Thanks to all who participated in these events, and to Canon Linda Moeller, Fr. 
Hugh Brown, Fr. Jack Zamboni and Dean Rene John for their support and encouragement and for hosting the forums 
in their church space.  Thanks also to Fr. Terry Martin, (St. Stephen’s, Waretown), who hosted our first forum in 
December 2016.  
 

Future plans 
In addition to forums and other presentations within the diocese, the Animal Welfare team plans to extend the 
ministry outside of traditional church settings, embracing opportunities to be the voice of the Episcopal Church at 
appropriate secular events.  With a message based on harmony, stewardship and communion with God’s creation, in 
the coming year we will seek invitations to speak at local organizations and groups, and exhibit at village fêtes and 
similar events as opportunities arise.  We ask for the support and prayers of the Diocese as we continue this work. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

The Rev. Christopher Cox, Deacon 
Chair, Animal Welfare Ministry 
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