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Begin in prayer:

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Listen:
Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the
Word dwell in your ears and heart.

Hear the passage read again, by another voice.

Romans 12:2-5, 9-15

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect. For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have
many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. Let love
be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit,
serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute
to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute
you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who
weep.

Find a partner and listen to one another’s answers to these questions:
« What image in this passage did God use to get your attention?
« How does this help you understand discipleship better?
Reflect as a full group:
e What did you hear from your conversation partner?
« What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?

Smaller groups may choose to discuss all the questions without breaking up into pairs.
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Begin in prayer:

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Listen:
Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the
Word dwell in your ears and heart.

Hear the passage read again, by another voice.

Luke 14:25-33

Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, “Whoever
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower,
does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete
it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will
begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” Or
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against
him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends
a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.

Find a partner and listen to one another’s answers to these questions:
« What image in this passage did God use to get your attention?
« How does this help you understand discipleship better?
Reflect as a full group:
« What did you hear from your conversation partner?
« What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?

Smaller groups may choose to discuss all the questions without breaking up into pairs.
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Begin in prayer:

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Listen:
Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the
Word dwell in your ears and heart.

Hear the passage read again, by another voice.

Ephesians 1:11-19

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how to sustain the
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those
who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious, I did not
turn backward. | gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who
pulled out the beard; | did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps
me; therefore | have not been disgraced; therefore | have set my face like flint, and |
know that | shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend
with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is
the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear out like a
garment; the moth will eat them up. Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the voice
of his servant, who walks in darkness and has no light, yet trusts in the name of the
Lord and relies upon his God? But all of you are kindlers of fire, lighters of firebrands.

Find a partner and listen to one another’s answers to these questions:
« What image in this passage did God use to get your attention?
e How does this help you understand discipleship better?
Reflect as a full group:
« What did you hear from your conversation partner?
e What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?

Smaller groups may choose to discuss all the questions without breaking up into pairs.



