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Begin in prayer:

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Listen:
Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the
Word dwell in your ears and heart.

Hear the passage read again, by another voice.

John 8: 31-40

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘“You will be made free’?” Jesus answered them,
“Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not
have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the
Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. | know that you are descendants of
Abraham; yet you look for an opportunity to kill me, because there is no place in you for
my word. | declare what | have seen in the Father’s presence; as for you, you should do
what you have heard from the Father.” They answered him, “Abraham is our father.”
Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham'’s children, you would be doing][j] what
Abraham did, but now you are trying to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that |
heard from God. This is not what Abraham did.

Find a partner and listen to one another’s answers to these questions:
« What image in this passage did God use to get your attention?
e How does this help you understand discipleship better?
Reflect as a full group:
e What did you hear from your conversation partner?
o What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?

Smaller groups may choose to discuss all the questions without breaking up into pairs.
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Begin in prayer:

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Listen:
Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the
Word dwell in your ears and heart.

Hear the passage read again, by another voice.

Philippians 3:7-15

Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More
than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as
rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness
of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith. | want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if
somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press on to
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, | do not
consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us then who are mature be of the
same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to you.
Only let us hold fast to what we have attained.

Find a partner and listen to one another’s answers to these questions:
« What image in this passage did God use to get your attention?
e How does this help you understand discipleship better?
Reflect as a full group:
e What did you hear from your conversation partner?
« What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?

Smaller groups may choose to discuss all the questions without breaking up into pairs.
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Begin in prayer:

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Listen:
Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the
Word dwell in your ears and heart.

Hear the passage read again, by another voice.

Acts 14:8-20

In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet and had never walked, for
he had been crippled from birth. He listened to Paul as he was speaking. And Paul,
looking at him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, said in a loud voice,
“Stand upright on your feet.” And the man sprang up and began to walk. When the
crowds saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods
have come down to us in human form!” Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called
Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just
outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates; he and the crowds wanted to
offer sacrifice. When the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their clothes
and rushed out into the crowd, shouting, “Friends, why are you doing this? We are
mortals just like you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these
worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and
all that is in them. In past generations he allowed all the nations to follow their own
ways; yet he has not left himself without a witness in doing good—giving you rains from
heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and your hearts with joy.” Even
with these words, they scarcely restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.
But Jews came there from Antioch and Iconium and won over the crowds. Then they
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. But when the
disciples surrounded him, he got up and went into the city.

Find a partner and listen to one another’s answers to these questions:
« What image in this passage did God use to get your attention?
e How does this help you understand discipleship better?
Reflect as a full group:
e What did you hear from your conversation partner?
« What difference will what we have heard make for our work together?



Smaller groups may choose to discuss all the questions without breaking up into pairs.



