
 
 
 
 
 

Dwelling in the Word (Adapted) 
December 2019 

 

Begin in prayer: 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so 
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Listen: 

Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the 
Word dwell in your ears and heart. 
 

Hear the passage read again, by another voice. 
 
John 15: 5-17 
 

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the 
fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that 
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you 
do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose 
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 
the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another. 
 

• What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention? 
Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step. 

• What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable? 
• How does this help you understand your relationship with Jesus?   
• What difference will what we have heard make for our work together? 

 

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and then 
share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.  



 
 

 
 

 
 

Dwelling in the Word (Adapted) 
January 2020 

 

Begin in prayer: 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so 
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Listen: 

Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the 
Word dwell in your ears and heart. 
 

Hear the passage read again, by another voice. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-27 
 

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot 
would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make 
it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do 
not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole 
body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where 
would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each 
one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it 
is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no 
need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." On the contrary, 
the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those 
members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our 
less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more 
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the 
greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, 
but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. Now you are 
the body of Christ and individually members of it. 
 

discussion questions on next page >>> 
  



 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-27 

 
 

• What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention? 
Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step. 

• What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable? 
• How does this help you understand your relationship with Jesus?   
• What difference will what we have heard make for our work together? 

 

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and then 
share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.  
  



 
 

 
 
 

 

Dwelling in the Word (Adapted) 
February 2020 

 
Begin in prayer: 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so 
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Listen: 

Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the 
Word dwell in your ears and heart. 
 

Hear the passage read again, by another voice. 
 
Matthew 16:13-20 
 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
"Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some say John the 
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to 
them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God." And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I 
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven." Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that 
he was the Messiah. 
 

• What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention? 
Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step. 

• What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable? 
• How does this help you understand your relationship with Jesus?   
• What difference will what we have heard make for our work together? 

 

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and then 
share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.  


