Guidelines for Tenants and Outside Groups

from the Task Force for Re-entering, Re-opening, and Re-imagining
for the Diocese of New Jersey
June 5, 2020
Before re-gathering
Every tenant or outside group using space in the buildings of congregations of the Diocese of
New Jersey must:
• Have an up to date building use agreement which specifies
o dates and times of meeting or building use,
o space to be used, and any restrictions on the use of space or changes to set-up
required by precautions against COVID-19,
o and provisions for cleaning and disinfecting the space after each use.
• Have current applicable liability and property insurance naming the congregation or
diocese as additional insured.
• Create a robust written contact tracing plan that ensures that the group will be able to
contact all persons who participate in the group to share the information if someone in
the group, congregation, or other group sharing the congregation’s space, contracts
COVID-19.
• Agree in writing to comply with all distancing, masking, and other behaviors outlined in
this document.
At gatherings / during building use
•

•
•

The maximum number of people who can be present for a meeting or other activity is
the LOWER of: number of people allowed at gatherings by the State of New Jersey OR
number of people who can be accommodated with 6-foot physical distancing in place at
all times (including entry and exit).
(Those who live in the same house may sit closer, but seating must be arranged so that
there is a 6-foot separation in every direction between that household and the nearest
other person.)
6-foot distancing must be maintained during entry and exit of the meeting, in church
parking lots and grounds before and after the meeting, and during greetings and
farewells.
Masks covering the nose and mouth, and fitting snugly to the face, must be worn at all
times during the meeting, event or gathering except:
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•

•
•

•
•

o a person speaking to be heard by the whole group may remove their mask to
speak if they are 20 feet or more away from all other persons in the group while
the mask is off.
o children under 2 years of age are not required to wear masks.
o a person actively experiencing trouble breathing, or who is incapacitated and
cannot remove their own mask, may have their mask removed. In general, this
person will be someone in need of urgent medical attention and should not be in
the building unless awaiting the arrival of medical assistance.
Microphones or other equipment touched by anyone should not be shared without
being disinfected. All handled equipment will need to be disinfected before and after
use, and surfaces near speakers should be disinfected after each service because of
possible droplet contamination.
Hand sanitizer and masks must be made available for all who need them.
No shared food or drink may be served. Any food must be pre-packaged single serve
ONLY, including condiments, and taken “to go” rather than consumed at the church. No
individual or group may bring in food or drink to be consumed during the meeting or
activity.
Anyone with symptoms of illness should stay home. All tenants and outside groups must
communicate that information to all members of their group.
Any retail, educational, food service, or other business or non-profit activity conducted
by a tenant must follow applicable regulations and orders from the State of New Jersey.

After use
• All spaces used must be cleaned and disinfected following CDC guidance (see attached)
after each use by a tenant or outside group.
Each tenant or group should have a written agreement in place with the congregation
outlining which party is responsible for the cleaning and how it will be done.
• A minimum of one hour, or any additional time needed to ensure cleaning/disinfecting
must be allowed between the use of any church space by different groups, whether
tenants, guests, or from the congregation.

The congregations of the Diocese of New Jersey are committed to the health and safety of
all, especially the most vulnerable, as an essential part of our Christian faith and life. The
guidelines in this document are intended as an act of care for our tenants and all groups
using church space, as well as for members of the congregation and all who come to the
church in need or in celebration.
Updates may be made to these guidelines as public health conditions change, or new State
orders require or permit. If guidance is relaxed over time, congregations may still choose to
uphold the most restrictive guidance available at any time, depending on the need to
protect the health of the congregation, tenants, or community.
REV: June 8, 2020

page 2

This document is available at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/pdf/ReOpening_America_Cleaning_Disinfection_Decision_Tool.pdf
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