
 
 
 
 

 
Dwelling in the Word (Adapted) 

December 2020 
 
Begin in prayer: 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so 
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Listen: 

Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the 
Word dwell in your ears and heart. 
 

Hear the passage read again, by another voice. 
 
Isaiah 49:5-10 
 

Now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back 
to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the 
Lord, and my God has become my strength— he says, “It is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of 
Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of 
the earth.” 
Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, 
abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and 
they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of 
Israel, who has chosen you.” Thus says the Lord: In a time of favor I have answered 
you, on a day of salvation I have helped you; I have kept you and given you as a 
covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the desolate heritages; saying 
to the prisoners, “Come out,” to those who are in darkness, “Show yourselves.” They 
shall feed along the ways, on all the bare heights shall be their pasture; they shall not 
hunger or thirst, neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them down, for he who has 
pity on them will lead them, and by springs of water will guide them.” 
 

• What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention? 
Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step. 

• What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable? 
• How does this help you grow closer to Jesus?   
• What difference will what we have heard make for our work together? 

 

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and then 
share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.  



 
 

 
 

 
 

Dwelling in the Word (Adapted) 
January 2021 

 
Begin in prayer: 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so 
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Listen: 

Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the 
Word dwell in your ears and heart. 
 

Hear the passage read again, by another voice. 
 
Luke 6:27-38 
 

“I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer 
the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your 
shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do 
not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. “If you love 
those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your 
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and 
you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it 
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 
be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
 

• What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention? 
Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step. 

• What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable? 
• How does this help you grow closer to Jesus?   
• What difference will what we have heard make for our work together? 

 

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and then 
share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.  
  



 
 

 
 
 

 

Dwelling in the Word (Adapted) 
February 2021 

 
Begin in prayer: 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so 
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Listen: 

Hear the passage read once, then spend a minute or two in silence, letting the 
Word dwell in your ears and heart. 
 

Hear the passage read again, by another voice. 
 
Acts 16:25-34 
 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and 
everyone’s chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors 
wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the 
prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we 
are all here.” The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before 
Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and 
your household.” They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he 
and his entire family were baptized without delay. He brought them up into the house 
and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become 
a believer in God. 
 

• What image, word, or phrase in this passage did God use to get your attention? 
Share just a word or phrase without commentary or analysis in this first step. 

• What excites or inspires you here? What challenges you or makes you uncomfortable? 
• How does this help you grow closer to Jesus?   
• What difference will what we have heard make for our work together? 

 

Larger groups should break into pairs or small groups for the first two discussion items and then 
share insights with the larger group before continuing to discuss the final two questions.  


