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TRINITY CATHEDRAL OF THE DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY 
DEAN JOHN’S REPORT TO THE TRINITY CATHEDRAL ANNUAL MEETING AND 2021 DIOCESAN CONVENTION 

 
 
Adapted from the New Zealand Book of Common Prayer: 
 
God of the present moment, 
God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; 
bring hope and courage to us 
as we wait in uncertainty. 
Bring hope that you will make us the equal 
of whatever lies ahead. 
Bring us courage to endure what cannot be avoided, 
for your will is health and wholeness; 
you are God, and we need you. 
Amen. 
 

2021 - what shall be the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead? Most of 2020 seemed like a whirlwind of 
chaos. The pandemic, which is in no way over, consumed so much of our energy. Our national elections and the struggle 
for social justice also dominated the national conversation. Fortuitously choosing “Anchoring our Lives in God” seemed 
a more than appropriate theme for our lives, beyond being a good subject on which to reflect for Lent. 
  
2020 Pastoral Care 
  

In 2020, as many of us lost a loved one to COVID-19, a few very special members of the Cathedral departed 
this life. Sayah Anne Richardson and Magdeline Joy Ingham, two Cathedral treasures, were just two of a long list of 
special and faithful persons who departed this life in 2020. 
  

During this year many members have also experienced medical challenges and have found great comfort and 
support from the compassion of our Cathedral family. 
  

A great Pastoral Care asset of our Cathedral community is Nancy Hood-Boczar, a professionally qualified Social 
Worker and member, who has been a great asset to our Outreach Ministries. We are continually grateful to Mike & 
Debbie Raab and Ellen Wanser, great chefs with the Loaves and Fishes Ministry. Thanks to Judith Miller for your 
outstanding leadership of our Angel Tree Ministry. Even in this pandemic year we were able to minister to over thirty 
families at Christmas time. 
  
Property 
  

The challenges are many for an aging building. I’m grateful to Mike Raab for his commitment and faithfulness 
in dealing with a myriad of issues. This year Mike worked tirelessly to resolve the many violations raised by the City 
Fire Inspector, especially a sprinkler system for the Crypt and installation of fire doors for the Academy. Additionally, a 
substantial amount of piping as well as the steam water condensate return tank was replaced in the Cathedral boiler. 
At the end of this year we will have completed payments on the loan we took out for our heating systems in 2011. 
  
Justice Issues 
  

For the Fifth Annual Diocesan MLK Day of Service the speaker was Aaron Greene, from the Institute for Social 
Justice. The day of service continues to be a tremendous success and a wonderful celebration of the life of The Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In January 2021 we will have hosted the Sixth Annual MLK Day of Service, in addition to other 
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congregations in the Diocese. The speaker for 2021 was The Rev. Rupert Hall, of Turning Point United Methodist 
Church.  
 

In August we hosted a discussion on the book Damaged Heritage by author J. Chester Johnson. We were 
fortunate to welcome Sheila Walker whose ancestor was killed in the Arkansas Race Riots. We were also fortunate to 
participate in an October Zoom conversation on PB Michael Curry’s book, Love is the Way. These two conversations 
provided an opportunity for us to reflect on very pertinent issues challenging our public life. 
 

My sincere thanks to our Cathedral family for helping the Cathedral fulfill its initial pledge to the newly formed 
Diocesan Episcopal Community Services. This is an important program, called for by our Bishop to help give important 
direction and support for outreach and advocacy across the Diocese. 
  
Mission & Ministry 
  

Early in the pandemic, the City of Trenton COVID-19 Response Team contacted the Cathedral to request the 
use of our parking lot, where they would periodically park a COVID-19 testing van. The van was present on Thursdays 
for many weeks, and people who had previously scheduled an appointment were tested. This may change to a COVID-
19 vaccination operation, depending on the arrangements made by the City of Trenton. 

 
I want to thank Deacon Chris Cox for his diligence and faithfulness in the leading of our Adult Education 

programs at the Cathedral. His presentations have been extremely well received in our life long Christian Formation 
community. 
  

In 2020 we celebrated the 16th anniversary of our George E. Councell Memorial Golf Tournament. On this 
occasion, St. Martin’s Bridgewater was victorious. Thanks Richard Koenig for his stellar leadership of this major fund 
raising effort on behalf of the Cathedral. Thanks to Bishop Chip Stokes, Fr. Hugh Brown, Tom DiMuzio, Cn. Don Muller, 
Bill Harmer, Patrice D’Angelo and Willie Coleman. The 2021 Tournament is on October 11th. 
  

The 17th Annual African Festival was not held because of COVID-19, and we look forward to its return. 
  Stewardship giving in the last nine years has been trending upwards significantly, in part because of the New 
Consecration program, which has been well received, but also because over many years we've emphasized to our 
members the importance of being good stewards. Lessons learned from Jim Murphy, Jerry Keucher and the Episcopal 
Church Foundation have helped in this regard. We were extremely pleased with this year’s speaker, The Rev. Carol 
Gilbert for a wonderful Stewardship message. On behalf of the Wardens and Vestry I want to express my profound 
appreciation to our congregation for their faithfulness in being consistent in the upkeep of their pledges to the 
Cathedral throughout 2020. 
  
Appreciations 
  
Cathedral Staff 
  

Let me express my profound appreciation for our Cathedral Staff, in particular, Mrs. Patrice D’Angelo. Thank 
you most sincerely for all you do. Dr. Kerry Heimann, Al Shaw and Michael “PJ” Pettyjohn, thanks for all your efforts 
during a very challenging time. 
  

My sincere thanks to Sharon Scipio, Althia Muse, Jennifer Ahaghotu, Kimme Carlos, Erica Warner and Phil Lewis 
for their invaluable work with our youth. Helping to coach, shape and mentor youth is one of the most important things 
we do as adult Christians. 
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My sincere thanks to Altar Guild Shop Director, Andrea John; and volunteers Howard Ebersole, Ginny Harmer, 
Georgia Koenig, Linda Lengyel, Sharlie Ross and Cheryl Nagy for their tireless efforts to fulfill the mission of the Altar 
Guild Shop. 
  

We are eternally grateful to Ellen Wry for her continued generous support of our “Sock Ministry”, providing 
socks, hats, scarves and gloves to Trinity Cathedral for our outreach ministries. Thanks to Ellen for acquiring the 
materials, who together with Canon Clara Gregory stepped forward to sort this massive supply, which was then 
distributed to our neighbors and community. 
 

Vickie Anne Tuomari and Darrell Tuomari’s leadership with our Food Pantry ministry came to an end in June. 
We are grateful for their leadership for the past seven years. Ellen Wanser is our new Director and she continues the 
high standards set by those who served before her. I thank her for building on the foundation of those who served 
before. The needs continue to increase and are ably met by Ellen, Clara, J. Gil, Willie, Sharon and our community 
partners. Thanks, Food Pantry team! We are grateful to so many individuals and churches who faithfully support this 
ministry, from our community and our Diocese. Special thanks to Holy Apostles Church, Yardville (Canon Art Powell 
and Archdeacon Denise Cavalieri) and St. Luke’s Church, Ewing (Rev. Megan Thomas.) 
Parish Life 
  

I am especially grateful to our Parish Life Committee. Ginny and Bill Harmer, Anthony Rabara and all of you 
who so tirelessly coordinate the task of making sure our Sunday Fellowship is outstanding. We heard from many 
persons how key a good coffee hour/fellowship was to a congregation’s growth. Thanks Winnie Daniels, Willie 
Coleman, Brenda Whiteman, Carolyn Ford, Clara Gregory, Susan Remmers and Edna Garrison, and everyone who 
contributes. Ginny is stepping down from this assignment after eight years of serving; thanks Ginny and Bill, for your 
excellence and faithfulness. 
  

Many thanks to our Associate Clergy: Noel Amadi, Peter Bridge, Bruce Montgomery, John Luttrell (part-time 
Assistant) and Deacons Carol Gilbert and Chris Cox. We are greatly indebted to them for their generous support and 
service to the Cathedral and its community. 
  

My sincere thanks to the wardens and vestry for their generous support and service to our Cathedral and its 
community: Dennie Higgins and J. Gilbert Williams, Wardens; Ron Zilinski, Treasurer; Canon Paul Cooper, Clerk; Althia 
Russell Muse, Kimme Carlos, Wipson Joseph, Jocelyn Francis-White, Mike Raab, Sharon Scipio, Bobbie Powell, William 
Harmer and Lee Whiteman. Bill Harmer and Jocelyn Francis-White’s terms are up and we are greatly indebted to them 
for their outstanding service. 
  

Thanks to Dr. Kerry Heimann and Fay Manicke for their yeoman efforts, particularly this year in navigating 
worship online during the pandemic. We owe them a great debt of gratitude. We continue to keep in prayer our faithful 
Choir members: Lauretta Ketter, Bobbie Powell, J. Gil Williams, Brenda Whiteman, Paul Cooper, Kim Neighbor, Susan 
Remmers, Sue Gummere, Ellen Wry, John Gummere, Howard Ebersole, Mike Raab, Bernard McMullan and Eugenia 
Collins. Howard Ebersole's life partner, Fr. Bernard Andracchio, died this past fall; may he rest in peace. Several 
members - Fay Manicke, Bobbie Powell, Canon Dr. Paul Cooper and myself - attended his funeral. J. Gil Williams and 
Lauretta Ketter lost family members as well (Lauretta's brother, Tay Mulbah (in Liberia) and J. Gil's aunt and sister, 
Bobbye Galloway and Sinceria Williams.) 
  

Thanks to the many Cathedral commissions and organizations: Finance and Budget, Outreach (Food Pantry, 
Loaves and Fishes and Soup Kitchen), Evangelism, Choir, Altar Guild, Flower Guild, Hamilton Grove Care and Rehab. 
team, Prison Ministry, Sunday School, Youth Group, Adult Education, African Festival, Parish Life and Hospitality, and 
the Trinity Cathedral Altar Guild Shop. Their members are owed a great debt of gratitude for constant energies 
expended in fulfilling the mission and ministry of our Cathedral. 
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Thanks to the many organizations with whom we are affiliated; we are so appreciative of what we are able to 
accomplish together, for our community and God: Trenton Health Team, Trinity Academy, Urban Promise, Interfaith 
Caregivers of Greater Mercer, St. Francis Hospital, Hyacinth Foundation, Rescue Mission of Trenton, the Anti-Poverty 
Network, and United Mercer Interfaith Organization (UMIO.)   
  

My sincere thanks to Lee Whiteman for his efforts to capture Cathedral memories with his photography 
throughout the year. We owe you a great debt of gratitude, and to Susan Remmers for keeping the photo bulletin 
boards around the Cathedral updated. 
  

My sincere thanks to Susan Remmers for her tireless efforts with the Flower Guild Ministry, providing beautiful 
altar arrangements, flowers and plants to the extent possible during this challenging year. Thanks to Rose 
Ananthanayagam for her posting of hymn numbers when possible, and Canon Terry Cooper and Rachel Mathis for their 
diligence and dedication as leaders of our Altar Guild ministry. 
  

I want to once again thank the Wardens, Dennie Higgins and J. Gil Williams; Deacon Chris Cox, and all our 
convocation delegates for consistently attending Trenton Convocation meetings: Willie Coleman, Deborah Raab, 
Howard Ebersole, Sharon Tejeda, Brenda Whiteman, and Jocelyn Francis-White. 
  

Thanks to Sherri Anderson, Stretto Youth Orchestra and the Trinity Strings for their faithful Ministry of Music 
development amongst our youth. 
 

Thanks to Canon Steve Welch, Diocesan Canon for Communications and Chris Gregory for their able assistance 
in facilitating the broadcast of Cathedral worship in 2020. 
 
Future considerations 
  

Looking ahead we will need to continue to be creative and imaginative in staying connected with our 
congregation and other potential members. We will need to expend some funds to make broadcasting of worship 
possible, and we will need capable persons willing to learn to perform this task. 
 

Please consider how you may serve at the Cathedral in 2021 and beyond. We continue to need help with the 
hospitality and greeters ministries. In addition to which, all our committees could benefit from your energy and input. 
At baptism we were asked, “Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?” Our 
response: “I will, with God’s help.” Let us get on with God's mission and our ministry. 
  
Remembrances 
  

Rest in peace: Sayah Anne Richardson and Magdeline Joy Ingham. 
 

  
“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks 
compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which 
he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no 
body now on earth but yours.” ~ Teresa of Ávila 
  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
The Very Rev. René R. John, Dean 
 


