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Report for Diocesan Convention 2021 

from the Canon Missioner for Hispanic Ministries 

 
Dear Brothers & Sisters, 

 
The Hispanic people continue to be greatly impacted by this pandemic because of the 

loss of work or decrease in pay. Some Hispanic people have lost their homes, some had to 
relocate, and others lost family members because of this virus. With the hardships this 
community has faced, they continue to show their faith by not losing hope. 
 
Short Updates on some Congregations with a Ministry in Spanish 
During this pandemic, the churches in our Diocese serving the Hispanic community have 
continued to successfully maintain ministry with Spanish-speaking parishioners even with the 
difficult circumstances. Being unable to meet in person was a challenge because some families 
do not have Wi-Fi or they do not know how to use apps like Zoom.   
 

All Saints, Lakewood 
Fr. Juan reports they have in-person services in English but have not reached or gone 
past the capacity.  Many attend the virtual service. There are more people at the 
Spanish in-person services but very little on the Spanish Zoom services. All Saints 
continues to provide for the community even though they do not have their food pantry 
open.  
 
St Thomas, Red Bank 
St. Thomas is a multicultural community of Hispanic and African American people. The 
clergy at this congregation (Fr. Mark, Deacon Clive and Deacon Joe) are doing a lot of 
work to give what the people need or request. I have had meetings with the clergy of 
this congregation to discuss how I can help them. We created a schedule for when I am 
able to supply for them and there is great mutual respect and communication with us. 
Latino AA meets 4 times a week. In house literacy class and a class preparing for the GED 
take place on Monday and Wednesday nights. The church is being used every day.  
People were slow to come back to in person but the celebration of Dia de los Muertos 
brought back a lot of people.   
 
Christ Church, Toms River 
Deacon Jose provides messages of 10 minutes or less via WhatsApp and Facebook. The 
last one was seen by over 300 people.  Christ Church did in-person services outside but 
once it began to get colder they was moved into Disciples Hall. There has been very 
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good attendance at Spanish in-person services.  They had a service of confirmation (4 
kids, 1 adult), 2 baptisms and First Communion.  Many people lost their jobs due to 
pandemic.  Many lost close members of their family.  90% have no documents so they 
have no access to financial or health help. Christ Church created a fund to help people in 
need. While the church remains closed for in-person, they continue to stay in touch 
using WhatsApp and Facebook.   
 
Trinity, Asbury Park 
When the pandemic began, I was worried how well we could keep this community 
together because we were just growing when we had to stop in-person services. 
Thankfully now that we began in-person services on July 12th 2020 at 5pm, it continues 
to flourish. With Fr. Chase joining this parish, we have been working together as a team 
along with Felipe Huamani and Roberto Rojas. Fr. Chase is able to read the Spanish 
service very well and he is at every Sunday service. Fr. Chase is showing his willingness 
to learn and grow with the Spanish speaking members. This will help with the success of 
the parish. I thank the Lord for the selection of him being the Priest in Charge at Trinity. 
For now, the pastoral care needs of the people are being met by Roberto, Felipe, and 
myself.  

 
St. Johns, Elizabeth 
Fr. Jorge was ordained priest on September 12th of this year. We stay in communication 
and I make myself available to assist Fr. Jorge as he needs me.  This congregation has 
great potential since there is a large Hispanos/Latinos population in Elizabeth.     

 
 
Two New Committees 
The Bishop has established 2 new committees for the formation of Spanish speaking people.  
The members of both committees are Fathers Juan, Pedro and Ramon, and lay member Phyllis 
Long and Sebastian Vasquez. I ask for your prayers for these two committees. 

Sub-Committee for Ordained Ministry in Spanish 
I thank God for the initiative of our Bishop to create this sub-committee which will work  
with Spanish speaking people who have an interest in ordained ministry.  We are 

working  
as a team with the Committee on the Priesthood to help with the cases of Hispanos/  
Latinos. 
School for Latino Ministries 
This is exciting news.  The Bishop is working with the School of Ministry for the  
formation of a School of Ministry in Spanish.  This is good news since one of  
challenges in the Diocese of NJ is the formation of lay leaders in Spanish.  

 
Beneficial Support Meetings 

1. There is a Hispanic Ministry Support Meeting every other Tuesday at 11am on Zoom. 
We share ideas, discuss what is happening in each community, and support each other.  
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2. There is also a Stewardship Meeting available to all every other Wednesday at 6pm by 
Zoom.  This is important because many of our churches have had challenges with 
stewardship. Thank you to Canon Phyllis Jones for creating that space to create 
strategies and strengthen our parishes.    

 
 
 
 
Work I’m Doing with the Latino Ministry of the Wider Episcopal Church  
(with the Reverends Anthony Guillen and Samuel Borbon) 
Koinonia Workshop:  This workshop is online training open to all Episcopal churches for planting 
of churches in Spanish.  It can be a new Spanish-speaking church, or a Spanish-speaking ministry 
within an English-speaking church.  This Fall we held this training 2 days a week for one month.  
Approximately 80 people participated.  There are plans to offer this once a year. 
 
Academia Ecumerica De Liderazgo: Academia is formation training for leadership for Spanish 
speaking people (for example, evangelism, history of the Episcopal Church, Book of Common 
Prayer, etc).  A workshop is being planned for Lent.  It will be one day a week for one month.  
Not only the dioceses of the United States are included, but also dioceses of the Ninth Province.  
 
It is the hope and plan of the Reverends Anthony and Samuel to offer at least one formation 
training per month.   
 
Conclusion 
Despite the fact that the Pandemic has caused much stress, heartache and difficulties, I know 
Christ has not left our side. He has helped us create new instruments and ideas to develop and 
grow our ministry. I thank the Lord every day for the privilege of working with all of you.  
 
Faithfully in Christ, 

     Canon Ramon Ubiera 
 

 
The Rev. Canon Ramon Ubiera Torres+ 

Canon Missioner for Hispanic Ministries Diocese of New Jersey 
 
 


