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 2020 was a quiet year for the Sabbatical Fund Committee, as we had previously created our application 
form and policies and procedures, and the ongoing pandemic made it difficult for clergy to plan ahead for a long 
period of leave in 2021.  In fact, the Rev. Pedro Guzman, who was awarded the first Sabbatical Fund grant in 
November 2019 at our first Sabbatical Celebration Dinner, has had to postpone his sabbatical, which was 
originally scheduled for the Fall of 2020.  Hopefully, sometime in 2021 he will be able to take this well-deserved 
time for renewal after his two decades of service in Camden. 
 
 The Committee received one application for a Grant for 2021.  Subsequently, the applicant received a 
(much larger) grant from the Lily Foundation for a sabbatical.  In accordance with our policy, recipients of Lily 
Foundation grants are not eligible for (and do not need) additional assistance from this Fund.  We encourage 
interested clergy and lay leaders to be in touch with us about our application process.  We are also happy to pass 
on information about the Lily Foundation process. 
 
 Our Diocese’s Clergy Sabbatical Fund welcomes applications for priests who have never been on 
sabbatical before and who are eligible for sabbaticals in accordance with our diocesan Sabbatical Policy.  This 
includes those serving as Priests-in-Charge of congregations.   At this time the Committee believes that its grant 
calendar will be the same in 2021 as in 2019 and 2020: Applications for grants for 2022 sabbaticals will be 
accepted during the month of September, 2021.  Grants will be awarded by the end of October, 2021.  
Prospective applicants should assume that the cap of $8,000 for any individual grants will remain the same for 
this grant cycle.  All applicants, like San Andres, Camden, should plan to fund part of the sabbatical expenses from 
sources other than this Fund.  All of the members of the Committee are available to consult with any priest who is 
considering a sabbatical and any lay members of a congregation who want to learn about what sabbatical can 
mean for the priest — and the congregation.  Thoughtful reflection and planning well ahead are vital for a 
sabbatical. 
 
 The Sabbatical Fund exists solely because of specifically designated gifts to the Fund from individuals and 
congregations.  It does not receive anything from the diocesan budget, nor are there any endowment funds 
earmarked for it.  We received $4,100 in contributions in 2020 and disbursed $8,000 to San Andres, Camden for 
Fr. Guzman’s upcoming sabbatical.  As of January 25, the Fund has received a contribution of $100 and the 
balance was $32,261.49. 
 
 I want to thank diocesan staff for their vital help in managing the Fund’s finances, including the 
reservations for our first Sabbatical Fund Celebration Dinner in November, 2019, which we hope to hold again this 
coming late fall.  We thank Bishop Stokes for his strong support for clergy sabbaticals and especially for this Fund, 
which seeks to make it possible for priests to experience sabbaticals whose personal and parish resources might 
not otherwise be sufficient.  Finally, I thank all the members of this Committee, who are all founding members, 
and continue to joyfully give their varied talents and perspectives to our mission.  Please feel free to contact me 
or any of them: Ms. Wendy Hallstrom (Church of the Holy Spirit, Lebanon), the Rev. Joanna Hollis (Christ Church, 
New Brunswick), the Rev. Ophelia Laughlin (Priest-in-Charge, St. Matthew’s, Pennington), the Rev. Juan Monge-
Santiago (Priest-in-Charge, All Saints’, Lakewood) and myself (retired, Priest Associate, St. Francis, Dunellen). 
 
Faithfully yours, 
(The Rev. Canon Dr.) Francis A. Hubbard, Chair    
therevfah50@hotmail.com   
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