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THIS IS HOW WE “LOVE ONE ANOTHER” JOHN 13:34

• 51 weeks ago, the RRR Task Force offered our initial report to 
churches in the Diocese of New Jersey on how to offer in-
person worship as safely as possible.

• Our guiding principle continues to be the sacrificial love of 
Jesus Christ demonstrated in Scripture.

• Our desire is to have the full Body of Christ be welcomed 
regardless of vaccination status, with the understanding that 
some sacrifices need to be made to keep each other safe. 



GUIDELINE UPDATE - UNVACCINATED
• Individuals who are unvaccinated (or not yet fully-vaccinated) 

must continue to wear a facemask over their nose and mouth 
at all times and keep 6-feet of physical distance while on 
church property.

• We understand there are some people who are unable to be 
vaccinated for a variety of reasons, including children under 12.

• Congregations are empowered to decide for themselves how 
to allow all members to participate fully in the ministry of the 
church.

• This may include a section of the church that maintains physical 
distance between immunologic bubbles or asking all members  
to remain masked in solidarity with the unvaccinated. 



GUIDELINE UPDATE – UNVACCINATED CHILDREN

• As the approval of vaccines for children 16-12 and under is fairly 
new, most will not have completed the vaccinate series yet. 

• Currently, no child under the age of 12 has the option of being 
vaccinated.

• Churches need to consider what they need to do to be 
welcoming to children.

• All guidelines for masking and distancing for children continues to 
be in place – wearing a mask at all times indoors or out and 
staying 6 feet away from adults and 3 feet from each other. 

• If a child can perform the needed duties to be an acolyte with 
these restrictions, they are welcomed to do so. 



GUIDELINE UPDATE - VACCINATED
• In accordance with State and Federal guidelines, all distancing and 

masking rules are no longer required outdoors or indoors.
• Churches need to have proof (a copy of the vaccine card) that all 

leaders of worship have been vaccinated, including members of 
the choir, readers or others speaking during a service.

• Congregational singing without masks indoors is allowed.
• All worship material, like Prayer Books, Hymnals and alms basins, 

may be used. 
• All fellowship activities, like Coffee Hour, are allowed. There may 

need to be some accommodations for those not vaccinated, as 
they need to be distanced when their mask is removed. 



GUIDELINE UPDATE
• Reopening plans no longer need to be submitted for approval!

• Local Church leadership is empowered to decide how best to 
implement these changes in order to best serve your members, 
guests and visitors. 

• Anyone is allowed to wear a mask if they feel more comfortable 
doing so. 

• While formal contact tracing is no longer required, it may be helpful 
pastorally to know who is and who is not attending church. 

• IF there is an instance of exposure, please report it to Phyllis Jones 
and notify the congregation as soon as possible. 



GUIDELINE UPDATE
• Clergy should instruct members of our Christian obligation to get 

vaccinated unless instructed not to by a medical professional. 
• Communion in one kind (host) remains in place.
• The congregation can come to the altar rail to receive. 
• Offering some sort of virtual worship option should continue. (Remind 

people if they feel sick to STAY HOME!)
• All outside groups should be informed of the changes and allowed 

to implement as needed for their membership 
• There are specific State guidelines for feeding and summer camp 

programs that are to be followed for those ministries. 



ANSWERS TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS
• Can we require everyone to provide proof of vaccination?

• Yes, you can, but if someone does not provide it, what is the response?  
Asking them to wear a mask or not attend?

• If the entire congregation can sing, why do choir members have to 
provide proof of vaccination.
• As is mentioned in the report, choir members’ ministry requires 

them to project their breath further and more forcefully than most 
worshippers.

• Must we maintain 6 feet distancing?
• Only those who are unvaccinated need to maintain 6 feet of distance.  

Each church decides how to make that happen, given their context. 



ANSWERS TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS
• Can vaccinated people sit side by side in Coffee Hour?

• Yes. Vaccinated people do not need to keep physical distance.
• Does the altar guild need to wear gloves?

• No
• Who is the leadership of the Church?

• The congregation elects both the clergy and other members to 
the Vestry to make decisions on their behave. They are 
empowered to make decisions for the congregation.  The Vestry 
and clergy should be aware of the will of the people. 



OTHER QUESTIONS?

We quite understand that the effort to follow the 
science and allow for the proper amount of latitude 
may present challenges for some of us in some places.

The Taskforce is happy to help your parish work through 
the options as you come to a decision, by God’s grace, 
about what will be the most Christ like approach for you 
and those of your congregation


