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In the great John Schlesinger film, Marathon Man, Lawrence Olivier—playing Dr. 
Christian Szell, the Nazi war criminal dentist who tortured Jews in the 
concentration camps—kidnapped “Babe” Levy, played by Dustin Hoffman, and 
has him strapped to a chair. 

In one of the most nerve-wracking scenes in American cinema, Zell tortures Babe 
by repeatedly inserting a metal dental pick into a cavity in one of Babe’s teeth.  

Babe screams in terrifying agony while Zell (who is trying to determine if it is safe 
for him to recover some diamonds he stole from Auschwitz Jews) periodically asks 
Babe in the most unsettlingly evil tone, “Is it safe?” 

Babe, who has no idea why Zell has abducted him or what diamonds he is talking 
about, alternatively answers “Yes” and “No,” frantically trying to avoid another 
excruciating probe. Zell never gets a real answer and continues the torture until 
Babe is rescued by a U.S. government spy named Janeway, played by William 
Devane, who is also trying to get his corrupt hands on the diamonds. 

But consider for a moment Zell asking the question to Janet Yellen, the snowy-
haired Chairwoman of the Federal Reserve Board, about the U.S. banking system, 
“Is it Safe?”  It would only take one nerve-wracking probe into a cavity for the 
dour, econo-babbling Fed Chair to scream, “No. It’s not safe.” 

And there you would have the truth of it. 

Why is this the truth?  

And if it is the truth, what does one do about it? 

It is the truth because banking—in the U.S. and globally—has devolved into a 
colossal Vegas-like casino and bankers have become the ultimate “whale” 
gamblers.  

The Global banking system today has an estimated $1.2 Quadrillion dollars in a 
kind of monetary heroine called derivatives.*  

The figure is mind-numbing, but just to give you a sense of the size of this 
madness, here it is with the appropriate number of zeroes (15): 
$1,200,000,000,000,000. 
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Or, it may be more entertaining if you think of it this way: if you had a job that 
paid you $1,000 per second, it would take you more than 31 years to earn $1 
Trillion.  

A quadrillion is 1,000 trillion.  

It’s a big number. And I repeat, there are now $1.2 quadrillion dollars in derivatives 
held by financial institutions in the U.S. and abroad. 

*What is a derivative? A derivative is a financial instrument, a contract or a 
security (like a stock or bond) that derives its value from some underlying asset. 
The most recognizable example of derivatives is the so-called mortgage backed 
securities of the 2008 Global Financial Crisis infamy. Mortgage backed securities 
are financial instruments that are packages of mortgages. They are not the actual 
mortgages themselves, they are the package, if you will, which is a security, 
containing the mortgages. 

The mortgage backed security derives its value from the income generated by the 
mortgages contained therein. 

While there are some derivatives that serve a useful function in today’s rodeo 
world of finance and investment, more than 60% of the $1.2 quadrillion are a kind 
of security called “interest rate swaps.” 

Interest rate swaps are… please pay attention because this is one of the most vital 
functions of banking today, it’s what some banks do with your deposits …interest 
rate swaps are bets.  

Kind of makes you feel warm all over, doesn’t it? Banks (not all, but some) use 
your deposits to bet on the direction of interest rates.  

For the sake of example, B of A thinks the rate on Greek bonds is going down, 
Deutsche Bank thinks it is going up. They structure an agreement that is a bet on 
which way the rate will go. The bet is a derivative called an interest rate swap. 

Now, here’s what’s wild: others bet on the BofA/Deutsche Bank bet, and then 
others bet on those bets and then others bet on the bets of the bets and this bizarre 
casino pyramids to infinity. Well, not quite infinity, just to approximately $720 
trillion. 
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Isn’t that special? 

In the U.S., banks hold an estimated $280 trillion in derivatives. Here’s a 
comparative: the entire gross domestic product of the United States is $16.6 
trillion. 

So, if Zell had asked his question to Janet of the snowy locks, she would have said, 
“No.” And this is why: of the $280 trillion in derivatives in U.S. banks, 85% are 
held by just 6 banks (These banks, by the way, control a significant percentage of 
all banking assets in the U.S.). 

Take a look. 

Citigroup 
Total Assets: $1,808,356,000,000 (more than 1.8 trillion dollars) 
Total Exposure To Derivatives: $53,042,993,000,000 (more than 53 trillion dollars) 

JPMorgan Chase 
Total Assets: $2,417,121,000,000 (about 2.4 trillion dollars) 

Total Exposure To Derivatives: $51,352,846,000,000 (more than 51 trillion dollars) 
Goldman Sachs 

Total Assets: $880,607,000,000 (less than a trillion dollars) 
Total Exposure To Derivatives: $51,148,095,000,000 (more than 51 trillion dollars) 

Bank Of America 
Total Assets: $2,154,342,000,000 (a little bit more than 2.1 trillion dollars) 

Total Exposure To Derivatives: $45,243,755,000,000 (more than 45 trillion dollars) 
Morgan Stanley 
Total Assets: $834,113,000,000 (less than a trillion dollars) 
Total Exposure To Derivatives: $31,054,323,000,000 (more than 31 trillion 

dollars). 

Wells Fargo 
Total Assets: $1,751,265,000,000 (more than 1.7 trillion dollars) 
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Total Exposure To Derivatives: $6,074,262,000,000 (more than 6 trillion dollars) 

http://www.infowars.com/financial-armageddon-approaches-u-s-banks-have-247-
trillion-dollars-of-exposure-to-derivatives/ 

You see why Janet would have confessed? 

What happens when the derivatives bubble bursts? (And if you think this financial 

Hindenburg will continue to float without someone sticking a pin it, I invite you to 
take a quick review of 2008 when it was just some mortgage backed securities that 

turned sour—small potatoes compared to the two hundred and eighty trillion-dollar 
crap game now in progress.) 

When the derivatives market implodes, these big banks are going to go under, 

right? 

Well…not really. The Godfather protects The Family. 

The Godfather of the Global Financial Mafia—and trust me the metaphor is apt—
is a bank in Basel, Switzerland called the Bank for International Settlements—

known to other members of the mob as the BIS.  

Haven’t heard of it? Neither have most people. 

But The Bank for International Settlements is the most powerful financial 
institution in the world. 

The BIS is a universe unto itself, where they make their own rules and play their 

own games. Though based in Switzerland, Swiss law does not affect it; its 
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employees are immune from prosecution; their property is inviolate, and they have 

their own law enforcement forces on premises. 

It is the central banker’s central bank. The sixty central banks of the world: the 
U.S. Federal Reserve Bank, the People’s Bank of China, the central banks of 

Russia, Saudi Arabia, Mexico, Germany, Japan, Italy, Canada, ad infinitum, are all 
members of the Bank for International Settlements. 

The membership of this elite, private, ex-Nazi bank, represent 95% of the world’s 

GDP. 

I will put modesty aside for a moment and strongly encourage you to read my 
book, The Coming Financial Crisis, A Look Behind the Wizard’s Curtain, which 

exposes the machinations of the BIS in much greater detail— I name names, dates, 
and places. 

http://www.amazon.com/Coming-Financial-Crisis-Wizards-Curtain/dp/
0996968644/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1459935146&sr=8-1&keywords=john

+truman+wolfe 

For now, you should understand that it is the BIS that dictates to the central banks 
of the world, who, in turn control the economies of their respective countries. 

Virtually all of these countries are bankrupt, so you can see how that has been 
working out for them. 

Seeing that the major banks of the world were buried in this fiscal anthrax, the 

Godfather devised a plan. The plan goes by the name of “Bail In” and here is how 
it works: Failing banks are able to confiscate the money in depositors’ accounts 

and convert that money to stock in the failing bank. 
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Go ahead. Read that again. The words won’t change. 

An entity called the Financial Stability Board, created in April, 2009, that operates 

inside of The Bank for International Settlements, devised this scheme. Bail in 
policy was formally implemented for all European banks on January 1, 2016. 

http://www.activistpost.com/2015/12/january-1-2016-the-new-bank-bail-in-
system-goes-into-effect-in-europe.html. (The first European bank was subjected to 

the new bail in procedure in early April, 2016. http://www.zerohedge.com/news/
2016-04-10/austria-just-announced-54-haircut-senior-creditors-first-bail-under-

new-european-rul). 

Canada implemented bail in procedure for it banks on March 22, 2016. 

http://www.zerohedge.com/news/2016-03-22/its-official-canadian-bank-
depositors-are-now-risk-bail-ins 

The FDIC and the Bank of England issued a memo as far back as 2012 detailing 

how bail ins would be administered in the U.S. and England. There have not been 
any formal bail ins in the U.S. yet, but the foundation is laid and the operating rules 

have been set forth. 

http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/publications/Documents/news/2012/nr156.pdf 

You with me? Half a dozen major banks in the country, which control a huge 
percentage of the country’s banking assets, are buried in malignant securities. 

Sooner or later, they will eat the host. However, when a banking crisis results, 
these terminally ill banks will have the ability to “save themselves” by confiscating 

depositor’s money and converting it into bank stock to recapitalize themselves. 
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This is like something out of a Stephen King novel—a horror story about banks 

that become vampires and suck the life from their depositor’s accounts. Except, it’s 
happening “as we speak”. 

Will FDIC insurance protect a depositor in bail in scenario? One presumes so.  But 

there are two points to consider here. One, the joint FDIC / Bank of England memo 
on bail ins makes no mention of deposit insurance whatsoever. Just seems odd.  

The other factor is this: when one of these giant banks goes down and the dominos 

start to cascade into a banking bankruptcy freefall to other banks, the FDIC 
insurance fund has about $67 billion; there is about $11 trillion deposited in U.S. 

banks. It is not all insured, but in a real banking crisis the FDIC insurance fund 
would vanish in the blink of an eye. 

Still, there is one more piece to this puzzle: According to U.S. bankruptcy laws, 

derivatives are considered secured creditors and have first claim on the bank’s 
assets; depositors are unsecured creditors and have a junior claim on remaining 

assets. 

Did you know that when you deposit money in the bank it is technically and 
legally no longer “yours”. The money belongs to the bank. You are a creditor. They 

owe you the money as if you laid the carpet in the lobby, but the money belongs to 
the bank—you are not only “just” a creditor, you are an unsecured creditor. 

So, do you now see why Janet was screaming “No!”? Because the banks are 

pregnant with toxic derivatives; and when the derivatives market implodes (think 
2008 cubed) the big banks will make themselves whole by taking depositors’ 

money using the bail in procedure, and just to insure those derivative investments 
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are safeguarded, they are protected by the bankruptcy laws with first claim on the 

bank’s assets. 

When Janet screams, “No. It’s not safe.” She means not for the ordinary depositor. 
And now you see why. 

So what do you do? 

My suggestion is if you are banking in any of the large “money center” banks, 

those listed above and others I will reference below, I would move your accounts 
to a smaller independent bank (a bank under $50 billion in assets). And that is why 

I have conducted the research and written this small book—to give you banking 
alternatives from those banks that the BIS and the banking elite no longer call “Too 

big to fail”. They quit using that term because of the negative PR it received during 
the last financial crisis. They are now labeled with sophisticated sounding banker 

babel—Globally Systematic Important Financial Institutions (G-SIFI).  

These mega banks – G-SIFIs - are the banks that have both extensive U.S. and 
international operations.  

Some of the U.S. banks in this category: Bank of America, J.P Morgan Chase, 

Wells Fargo, Citigroup (Citibank), Goldman Sachs and Morgan Stanley. 

Those that simply have U.S. operations are called D-SIFBs—Domestically-
Systematically Important Banks. A few of the banks on this list that you might 

recognize include Capital One, HSBC, Regions, Sun Trust, US Bank, Union Bank. 

A list of both can be found here. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_systemically_important_banks 
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However, I have done extensive research and located more than two dozen 
independent banks across the United States that have exceptionally strong financial 

statements and would be much better prepared to weather a major banking crisis 
than the vast majority of other banks in the country. 

Importantly, being under $50 billion in assets, they are not in the category of 

“Systematically Important Domestic Banks,” and not likely to be subject to the 
FDIC’s bail in carnage.  

While neither I nor anyone can guarantee that any particular bank will survive such 

a crisis, an analysis of the banks I have listed below demonstrates fiscal prudence 
on the part of the bank’s management resulting in strong financial statements, 

which means better protection for their depositors. 

(Note: the following pages contain an explanation of some of the key statistics I 
look at when determining a bank’s strength. If you prefer, you can go directly to 

the list of the Best Banks in America by skipping forward to the list on page 12.) 

One can be drowned in the waves of statistics that regulators regurgitate when 
conducting an analysis of the strength of a bank. And surely there will be those 

who will object to the statistics I consider the most important, or will argue that 
others should be used.  

Perhaps, but I’m an old-fashioned banker and the measurements that I include here 

are the ones I deem most vital to survival. It is not that other statistics might not be 
important or that other systems could not be used—but some of these “systems” 

place undue emphasis on aspects of a bank’s performance that put the depositor at 
risk. 
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Here’s one example, a bank rating site that I reviewed had given a particular bank a 
5-star rating (the highest) when the bank’s loan to deposit ratio was over 100% 

Plain English: One measurement of the bank’s strength is the bank’s liquidity. To 

calculate the bank’s liquidity, we determine the loan to deposit ratio. If a bank has 
$1,000,000 in deposits and has lent out $700,000 of those deposits in loans—the 

loan to deposit ratio would be 70%. 

A general rule of thumb is that a 70% loan to deposit ratio is a good conservative 
target for most banks. As a bank moves beyond that (seeking to generate more 

income by lending a larger and larger percentage of its deposits), they become less 
and less liquid and fewer deposits are available to the demands of their customers 

should they be made. Over 80% is generally considered risky. 

The bank listed in the rating site in the example above, had not only lent out all of 
their customer’s deposits but had borrowed money to lend out more. I’m not sure 

what these guys are smoking, but this is reckless banking and I was shocked that 
the rating site had given it 5 stars. 

All of which is to say, I use my own—conservative—system of assessing a bank’s 

strength. 

I look at the size of the bank, which is determined by its total assets. 

I review the bank’s bottom line and ensure it is profitable. This isn’t rocket- 
science, a bank has to make a profit or it will have to close its doors. But some who 

assess the strength of banks, assign an altered importance on the institution’s 
profitability to the exclusion of other factors. Banks have to be profitable, no 
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question, but other factors are also key. So I assess the bank’s profitability along 

with my evaluation. 

A vital aspect of a bank’s financial health is the institution’s loan portfolio. Do they 
make sound loans or don’t they? Too many bad loans and the briefcase toting 

droids from the FDIC show up and shut the place down. 

One way to measure the quality of the loan portfolio is to determine what percent 
of their loans are “not performing.” Banks have to report this figure to regulators. 

Non-performing loans are those that are 90 days or more past due. There are a few 
ways one can measure this statistic, but here is a simple one. 

One can evaluate what percent the non-performing loans are of the bank’s overall 

assets. You will notice in the list of “Best Banks” below, that in every case, the 
non-performing loans are less than 1% of the bank’s assets. 

There is another way to measure how likely a bank is to be adversely affected by 

its non-performing loans. 

Banks set money aside in a special account to cover possible loan losses. You 
know, the borrower skips town with the new Caddy and the cocktail waitress from 

the Lazy J Saloon, or the sale of a foreclosed property did not cover the loan 
balance. The bank allocates money to cover the loss or pending loss. 

This account is called a loan loss reserve account.   

One can see if bad loans are going to affect the bank’s profitability and strength by 

seeing how much the bank has in the loan loss reserve account as a percentage of 
the non-performing loans. For example, the bank has $500,000 in non-performing 
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loans on the books. They have $750,000 in the loan loss reserve account. They 

have 150% coverage of the bad loans. Decent coverage. 

If they only had $400,000 in the loan loss reserve account and $500,000 in non-
performing loans they would just have 80% coverage of the bad loans.  

Less than 100% is risky. The higher the percentage of coverage the better. 

It is important to know how strong the bank’s capital is. Capital is also called 

equity. It is the “ownership” value of the bank. Capital, in its most basic form, is 
the amount of money invested in the bank plus the accumulated profits that the 

bank retains—as opposed to being paid out in dividends to shareholders. 

In short, equity is the difference between its assets and liabilities. A bank has 
$1,000,000,000 dollars in assets (cash, investments, loans they have made, 

buildings) and $850,000,000 in liabilities (accounts payables, customer’s deposits, 
etc.). The equity, the difference between the assets and the liabilities in this 

example, is $150,000,000 or 15% of the assets. Theoretically, if all the assets were 
liquidated and all the liabilities paid, there would be $150,000,000 remaining. This 

is the net ownership of the bank and is also the cushion that protects depositors. 

The Bank for International Settlement who sets the capital requirements for banks, 
has different nuances they spray on this, but currently the minimum capital 

requirement for a bank is 8%. The capital of the bank must be 8% of the assets. In 
the example above, the bank has almost twice the statutory minimum required. 

Those are the key measurements I review in determining the strength of a bank: 

asset size, loan to deposit ratio, profitability, portfolio quality, capital. 
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Using these guidelines, the following is a list of banks I consider strong. These are 

based on the statistics reported as of September 30, 2015. These figures come from 
one of the two main bank rating sites, www.bankrate.com or 

www.bauerfinancial.com (which sometimes differ slightly) and my own 
evaluation. 

 To make it easy, I have listed the banks by size. They are not listed from strongest 

to weakest (though there are really no weak banks on this list). 

1-Bank of Gleason 
www.bankofgleason.com 
Gleeson, Tennessee 

Assets: $121 million 
Loans: $35 million 
Deposits: $96 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 36.9%  
Nicely profitable 
Nonperforming loans: 0.24% of assets. (That’s ¼ of 1 percent, not 24%). 
Loan Loss reserves as a percent of non-performing loans: 796% 
Equity: 20.2% of assets. 

2-First Bank & Trust 
www.firstbank.com 
Broken Bow, Oklahoma  

Assets: $131 million  
Loans: $76 million  
Deposits: $119 million 
Loan to deposit ratio: 63.8% 
Increasing profitability 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.14% 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 590%  
Equity: 8.65% of assets 

3-The Bank of Brodhead 
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www.bankofbrodhead.com 
Brodhead, Wisconsin. 

Assets: $141 million. 
Loans: $76 million. 
Deposits: $114 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio 67%. 
Average profitability. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.14%. 
Loan loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 756%. 
Equity: 14.6% of assets. 

4-Albina Community Bank 
www.albinabank.com 
Portland, Oregon. 

Assets: $162 million. 
Loans: $99 million. 
Deposits: $142 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 70%. 
Strong profit. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.02%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 7985%. 
Equity 10.5% of assets. 

5-Brighton Bank 
www.brightonbank.com 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Assets $190 million. 
Loans 89 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio 55%. 
Deposits: $160 million. 
Nicely profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets 0.0% (Means no non-performing loans) 
Equity 11.8% of assets. 

6-Centinel Bank of Taos 
www.centinelbank.com 
Taos, New Mexico. 
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Assets: $198 million. 
Loans: $84 million. 
Deposits: $177 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 47%. 
Nicely profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.00%. 
Equity: 9.6% of assets. 

7-Applied Bank 
www.appliedbank.com 
Wilmington, Delaware. 

Assets: $201 million. 
Loans: $78 million. 
Deposits: $156 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 50%. 
Average profitability. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.00%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 21.7%. 

8-Cherokee State Bank 
www.cherokeestatebank.com 
Cherokee, Iowa. 

Assets: $203 million. 
Loans: $114 million. 
Deposits: $171 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 66.5%. 
Very profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.13%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 828%. 
Equity 11.9% of assets. 

9-Alamosa State Bank 
www.alamosastatebank.com 
Alamosa, Colorado. 

Assets: $223 million. 
Loans: $115 million. 
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Deposits: $203 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 56%. 
Nicely profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.01%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 7885%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 8.86%. 

10-Bank of Rantoul 
www.myebanking.net/bankofrantoul 
Rantoul, Illinois. 

Assets: $231 million. 
Loans $105 million. 
Deposits: $197 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 53%. 
Exceptionally profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.12%.  
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 762%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 10.6%. 

11-Ann Arbor State Bank 
www.a2sb.com 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Assets: 250 million. 
Loans: 153 million. 
Deposits: 206 million. 
Loan loan to deposit ratio 74.5%. 
Nicely profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.07%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 723%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 10.9%. 

12-The Bank of Old Monroe 
www.bankofoldmonroe.com 
Monroe, Missouri. 

Assets: $309 million. 
Loans: $173 million:. 
Deposits: $250 million million. 
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Loan to deposit ratio 69%. 
Handsomely profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.06%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 3104%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 13.8%. 

13-American National Bank. 
www.anbank.com 
Ardmore, Oklahoma. 

Assets: $366 million. 
Loans: $199 million. 
Deposits: 314 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 63.3%. 
Nicely profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets 0.12%.  
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of non-performing loans: 650%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 10.2% 

14-Bank of Prairie Du Sac. 
www.bankpds.com 
Prairie Du Sac, Wisconsin. 

Assets: $373 million. 
Loans: $219 million. 
Deposits: $313 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 70%. 
Sound profitability.  
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.09%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 1880%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 15.6%. 

15-The Bank & Trust of Bryan/College Station. 
www.banktbt.com 
Brian, Texas. 

Assets: $470 million. 
Loans: $318 million. 
Deposits: $423 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 75%. 
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Nicely profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.04%. 
Loan loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 2584%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 9.8%. 

16-Bay Commercial Bank. 
www.baycommercialbank.com 
Walnut Creek, California. 

Total assets: $630 million. 
Loans: $417 million. 
Deposits: $546 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 76.3%. 
Income extremely positive. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.28%. 
Loan loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 978%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 12.1%. 

17-The Bank of Hemet. 
www.bankofhemet.com 
Riverside, California. 

Assets: $633 million. 
Loans: $379 million. 
Deposits: $572 million. 
Loan to deposit: 66.3%. 
Extremely profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets 0.00. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 9.5%. 

18-American State Bank & Trust Company of Williston. 
www.asbt.com 
Williston, North Dakota. 

Assets: $657 million. 
Loans: $260 million. 
Deposits: $581 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 44.8%. 
Extremely profitable. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 8.95%. 
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19-West Texas National Bank. 
www.wtnb.com 
Midland, Texas. 

Assets: $1,062 million. 
Loans: $540 million. 
Deposits: $946 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 57%. 
Very profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.23%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 435%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 10.6%. 

20-National Exchange Bank & Trust. 
www.nebat.com 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 

Assets: $1,351 million. 
Loans: $742 million. 
Deposits: $1,026 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 72%. 
Handsomely profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.37%. 
Loan loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 589%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 19.5%. 

21-First Premier Bank. 
firstpremier.com 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

Assets: $1,553 million. 
Loans: $920 million. 
Deposits: $1,301 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 70.8% 
Very profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: .51%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 945%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 14.1%. 
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22-Inter National Bank. 
www.inbweb.com 
McAllen, Texas. 

Assets: $1,786 million. 
Loans: $932 million. 
Deposits: $1,336 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 69.7%. 
Modestly profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.45%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of my performing loans: 646%. 
Equity as a percent of assets 24.8%. 

23-Yakima Federal Savings and Loan. 
www.yakimafed.com 
Yakima, Washington. 

Assets: $1,779 million. 
Loans: $627 million. 
Deposits: $1,366 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 45.9%. 
Just modestly profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets 0.08%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 280%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 22%. 

24-Inwood National Bank. 
www.inwoodbank.com 
Dallas, Texas. 

Assets: $2,147 million. 
Loans $1,427 million. 
Deposits: $1,882 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 75.8%. 
Very profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets 0.11%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 731%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 10.4%. 

25-Bank of Stockton. 
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www.bankofstockton.com 
Stockton, California. 

Assets: $2,525 million. 
Loans: $1,382 million. 
Deposits: $2,079 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 66.5%. 
Nicely profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.36%. 
Loan loss reserve as a percent of nonperforming loans: 569%. 
Equity as a percent of assets: 13.2%. 

26-First Security Bank. 
www.fsbank.com 
Searcy, Arkansas. 

Assets: $4,806 million. 
Loans: $1,862 million. 
Deposits $3,547 million. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 52.5%. 
Very profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.58%. 
Loan loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans: 350%. 
Equity as a percent of assets 15.4%. 

27-Farmers and Merchants Bank of Long Beach. 
www.fmb.com 
Long Beach, California. 

Assets: $5,979 million. 
Loans: $3,148 million. 
Deposits: $4,522,000,000. 
Loan to deposit ratio: 69.6%. Nicely profitable. 
Nonperforming loans as a percent of assets: 0.06%. 
Loan-loss reserves as a percent of nonperforming loans 2570%. 
Equity as a percent of assets 14.2%.  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The world of banking has changed. Roughly half of the banking assets in the 
United States are controlled by a small handful of Wall Street overlords. The Jamie 
Dimons (JP Morgan) and Lloyd Blankfeins (Goldman Sachs) of the world control 
trillions of dollars of assets and conduct themselves like the mythological Greek 
deities they think they are. 

It was Goldman CEO, Blankfein who infamously stated that he’s “doing God’s 
work.” 

Just what God would that be, Lloyd? 

Lloyd, Jamie and acolytes are devoted to the creed of Gordon Gekko, Michael 
Douglas’ character from Wall Street,—Greed is Good. 

It is not to say that banking is “bad” or that all bankers are greedy, because that is 
not true. Banks should be handsomely profitable and bankers handsomely paid, 
when they earn it. 

But when the purpose becomes perverted to avaricious self-enrichment at the 
expense of “the other guy”, or more to the point of this missive, that it endangers 
those who have placed their trust and their savings with the bank—someone needs 
to shine a light, which is what we have sought to do. 

Banks serve an important—in some cases vital—purpose in the communities in 
which they operate and we have sought herein to provide you with some of the 
bright stars of the American banking landscape. Banks whose statistics indicate 
that they operate both profitably and safely. 

I hope it is helpful information. 

John Truman Wolfe 
April, 2016  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Praise for John Truman Wolfe 

“Thank you for the enlightenment. Your laser of truth will penetrate all the lies and 
expose the truth which we suffer in short supply. You have helped others expand 
their value as citizens of this great nation.” 

Dr. Conrad Maulfair 

“You are providing an essential understanding here. We, as ‘citizens,’ need to 
understand the increased danger of the age old game now being played out on a 
world wide level – the exploitation by the ‘few’ of the labor and property of the 
many. Thank you for a clear view!” 

Glen Wahlquist 

“Finally, a book that reveals the Root Causes of the Worldwide Economic Crash, 
why it happened, where it is headed and what you can do about it. 

“I don’t like the idea that our country is so manipulated by the Federal Reserve and 
their cohorts in the international banking community that our Republic is dying at 
their whim. Thanks for enlightening us. I hope it will be a wake-up call for our 
citizens and urge us to take back our country.” 

Lloyd McPhee 

“I said Wow!!!!!! I understand now…so much false data that our society puts out 
creates so much confusion that a person can’t act on the situation …wondering, 
and figure-figure, and because they did not have the truth. I now have the truth, 
and can act and do something about the financial crisis.” 

Mary Collins 

“Speaking simply and powerfully John Truman Wolfe portrays the actual sequence 
of events which inexorably led to the financial crisis. John successfully brings to 
life a tale of greed, lust and ambition, complete with Simon Legree like 
protagonists dueling across the world stage. Like a great mystery novel, I could not 
stop reading until the bitter end!” 

Pete Sokoloff  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Investment Banker 

“Thank you, John, for communicating truth in the midst of the chaos. It is difficult 
facing the condition our country is in and the destructive actions taking place 
within it. Your writings have truly helped to take the confusion out of the difficulty 
and lessened it with specific facts. You’ve not only filled in many of the missing 
pieces, but given who, what, where and when. Invaluable! “ 

Sally Prothers  
Management Consultant 

“One can’t act intelligently without information on which one can depend. The 
recent financial crises demands action. Wolfe cuts right through all the noise, 
naming names, places, events—all highly relevant. A riveting and must-read if one 
is to regain control in an out-of-control state of affairs.” 

Tanii Carr  
Benchmark Software, Inc. 

“Your observations are so refreshing (to the point of chilling) in correctly targeting 
the key elements and developments! What a bracing antidote to the murky 
misdirections of the news media” 

Tom Hall 
TH Travel 

“I was missing the real scene of what the Bank for International Settlements does, 
and what REALLY happened. You name names. You give a simple chronology of 
the events leading to our financial woes. You fill in the details that I’ve never seen. 
You pulled the cover off an amazing tangle of lies and deceits. I applaud you 
loudly for your well-thought-out and well-written works.” 

Dave Kluge 

“John, This is the most PLAUSIBLE explanation I have seen and the most 
OUTRAGEOUS! You show how & to whom America has been sold out.” 

Healy Burnham, D.O.  
Emergency Physician 
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“The more truth that gets out the better. When we get enough people recognizing 
the truth and willing to stand up and confront these &#*%*, at that time the reality 
and agreements will start to shift from what has been to what could be. That is 
something we have all fought for in the past and what we all need to continue to 
fight for in the present.” 

Greg Andrews 

“Eye opening! Factually shows what really caused the financial crisis. It didn’t 
“just happen”. 

Larry Silver 

“Your book provides invaluable information that provides an understanding of 
what keeps this world on the financial merry go round.” 

Pat Luefan 

“In time, the majority of upstanding good people will hear this message, and things 
will get very worrisome, to put it mildly, for those causing this calamity. These 
financial terrorists are bent on getting rid of the American middle class. Woe to 
those who attack American Patriots, and Freedom Lovers everywhere! Just wait 
until these good people learn your names……………………” 

Rebecca Quick  
Castlereigh Kennels 

Find out more about John Truman Wolfe @ www.johntrumanwolfe.com
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