


INTRODUCTION

The Case for Christ

Introduction:

How would you describe Jesus? Some might say that He
was a liar. Others would classify Him as being a lunatic.
Others would say that He is the Lord.

| believe all of us in this class would say that Jesus is Lord.
That's what the apostle Thomas said in John 20:28, “My Lord
and my God!” Thomas said this because he saw Jesus after
He was raised from the dead. He felt the wounds of Jesus.

Jesus then replied to Thomas by saying, “Thomas, because
you have seen Me, you have believed...”John 20:29. Thomas
had good reason to believe because he was an eyewitness
to the resurrection of Jesus.

Yet Jesus spoke and said that even those who were not an
eyewitness like Thomas could still believe. That includes us.

But sometimes a question like this comes up: “How can we
be sure Jesus was raised from the dead? How do we know
we have all the scriptures that God wants us to have?

Rest assured that we can have faith that Jesus rose from the
grave. The apostle John said in John 20:30-31 “And truly
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples,
which are not written in this book; but these are written that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing you may have life in His name.” It's possible for
people today to believe that Jesus is Lord, the Son of God.

Yet many reject the evidence as to why we can have faith in
Christ. Many believe that the gospels are nothing more than
lies. Others believe that the man named Jesus was merely
someone out of His mind, because He described Himself as
being God.

Yet the New Testament clearly presents Christ as God. The
titles that are applied to one who was God, Matthew 1:23;
John 1:1; Hebrews 1:8.

The New Testament attribute characteristics to Him that can
be true only of God, John 1:2, 8:58; Matthew 17:22-27.

While Jesus was tempted in the wilderness by the devil, He
reminded Satan that only God is worthy of worship, Matthew
4:10. Yet it was Jesus who allowed people to worship Him,
Matthew 14:33, 28:9.

What do we do with all of these claims? Do we just throw
them all away? The answer to that is No!

The title of this class is called The Case for Christ. | have
taken the title from the book The Case for Christ by Lee
Strobel. In this book which we will be using as an aid for the
class, Mr. Strobel went on a journey looking for evidence to
see whether or not Jesus was the man that the gospels and
the New Testament said He is.

The evidence that he considered is the evidence that we will
consider. The next three months will be fun and yet at the
same time intense, with the information that we will cover.




Before We Begin

The Case for Christ

Introduction:

Before we begin this new quarter, | would like for you to
answer the following questions as best as you know how.
Then after answering each question, rate the question as
either easy or hard.

1. Name the four gospels?

2. Define the word “gospel”.

3. Give an approximate date for when the four gospels were
written?

4. What is a manuscript?

5. How many manuscripts do we currently have for the New
Testament? What is one of the earliest fragments we have
of the New Testament?

6. Name at least two credible sources outside the New
Testament that demonstrate that Jesus was a historical
person.

7. Give specific names of people who saw Jesus alive after
His resurrection.

8. Why is archaeological evidence important as we discuss
the evidence pertaining to Jesus and the reliability of the
gospels?

9. Define the word, “contradiction”?

10. Suppose someone said to you, “The story of Jesus has
been copied from previous mythological characters like
Osiris, Dionysis, or Adonis.” How would you answer this
argument?

11. Suppose someone said to you, “The Catholic church
decided which books would make up the New Testament.
How would you answer that argument?










Can The Biographies of Jesus Really Be Trusted?

Lesson 1: Can the Biographies of Jesus be trusted?

The Case for Christ

Discussion Questions:

1. Why is eyewitness testimony important as we discuss the
evidence pertaining to Jesus?

2. What does the term “synoptic” mean? Which of the four
gospels are commonly referred to as the synoptic
gospels?

3. What evidence is there that Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John wrote the four gospels? Why is this important?

4. The gospels provide us with a history of the life of Jesus.
Read Luke 2:41, 3:23. What age is given of Jesus in these
verses? How concerned should we be that we don’t have
every single event given to us concerning the life of
Jesus? Read John 20:30-31 to help answer this question.

5. Some of the gospels provide us with more information
pertaining to certain events regarding the life of Jesus,
than others. Should this be a concern for us? Explain.

6. There are a lot of similarities between Matthew, Mark, and
Luke. Why do you think that is? And why do you think that
we need four gospels?

7. Some have questioned the validity of the gospel of John,
because it is quite different with respect to tone and focus,
compared to the other gospels. In what ways is the writing
of John different from the other gospels? You may want to
read Matthew 1; Mark 1; Luke 1; and John 1 to help
answer this question.

8. A common argument is that the gospels were written so
late after the death and resurrection of Jesus that they
can't be trusted. How would you answer this question?

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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Testing the Eyewitness Testimony

Lesson 2: Do the Biographies of Jesus Stand up to scrutiny? The Case for Christ

Discussion Questions:

3. Which of these eight tests do you consider the most

1. Why is eyewitness testimony so important in our judicial persuasive and why?

system and for the purpose of our discussion pertaining to
Jesus and the gospels?

2. Lee Strobel had eight different tests that he used to see if
the biographies of Jesus could stand up to scrutiny. Let's
consider each one of these. What did each of these tests
seek to determine?

e The Intention Test: 4. Have you ever heard the argument that there are
contradictions in the scriptures? How have you tried to
answer people who make these claims?

e The Ability Test:

e The Character Test;

e The Consistency Test:

e The Bias Test: 5. What questions do you have from this chapter?

e The Cover-Up Test:

e The Corroboration Test:

e The Adverse Witness Test:

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Documentary Evidence

The Case for Christ

Lesson 3: Were Jesus’ Biographies Reliably Preserved for Us?

Discussion Questions:

1. Define the following terms:
e Autographs:
e Manuscripts:
e Papyrus:

e Parchments:

2. How many of the original writings of the New Testament do
we currently have today?

3. Go back and identify how many copies of the NT we have
in Greek and other languages. Why is this so important?

4. What were the names of the manuscripts that have the
complete New Testament?

5. What's the earliest portion or fragment of the New
Testament that we have today? Why is this so important?

6. Sometimes people get a little nervous with respect to the
different variations that are found in the New Testament.
What are the majority of these variations?

7. If someone were to ask you how we came to have the 27
New Testament books, how would you answer them? You
may want to take a listen to Jeff Wilson’s presentation
“Why These Books” at www.dowlenroad.com

8. What questions do you have from this chapter?

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Corroborating Evidence

Lesson 4: Is There Credible Evidence for Jesus outside His Biographies? The Case for Christ

Discussion Questions: 6. What was the answer with respect to why there is little

1. What does the word “corroborate” mean? written about Jesus outside of the scriptures from Jewish
writers? Why is this point important?

2. A man by the name of Josephus is mentioned in this
chapter. Who was he, and why is it important for us to
know about his writings?

7. Who were the “Apostolic Fathers” and why are their
writings so important?

3. A man by the name of Tacitus is mentioned in this chapter.
Who was he, and why is it important for us to know about
his writings?

8. List some passages where Paul speaks of Christ that
corroborates with what we have in the gospels.

9. What tions d have from this chapter?
4. Who was Pliny the Younger, and what did he write al questions do you have from this chapter

regarding Christians and Jesus?

5. Read Matthew 27:45-46; Mark 15:33-34; Luke 23:44. What
is said to have happened while Jesus was on the cross?
What mention of this particular event is there in ancient
writings?

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Scientific Evidence

Lesson 5: Does Archaeology Confirm or Contradict Jesus’ Biographies? The Case for Christ

Discussion Questions: 4. Read Acts 21:1-10 and Acts 27. Identify all of the different
1. What is it that the study of archaeology involves? names and locations that Luke referenced. Why is
information like this so important?

2. What do you see as some of the shortcomings and
benefits of using archaeology to corroborate the New

Testament? 5. Read John 5:1-15, 9:7. What locations are mentioned in

these passages? According to the information in chapter
five, what have scientists since learned regarding these
places and individuals?

6. With respect to accuracy regarding certain locations, how
does the Bible compare to the book of Mormon, which also
is claimed to be an inspired book? Why is this important?

3. Read Luke 18:35; Mark 10:46. Some people have gone to
these passages and have said that the writers contradict
one another because Luke wrote “coming near Jericho”
and Mark wrote “going out of Jericho”. How would you
answer what appears to be a contradiction?

7. What questions do you have from this chapter?

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Rebuttal Evidence

Lesson 6: Is the Jesus of History the same as the Jesus of faith? The Case for Christ

Discussion Questions:

1. Whatis rebuttal evidence? 6. Identify the criteria used by the Jesus seminar. Explain the

flaws of their criteria.

2. What is the Jesus seminar? Is this the first time you are
hearing about this group?

7. Some have said that the story of Jesus can't be trusted,
because it is so similar to stories of people before and
after His life. How would you answer someone who thinks
that the story of Jesus has simply been stolen from other
stories about mythical gods?

3. What is the goal of the Jesus seminar?

8. If we can't trust the information concerning the miracles of
Jesus and His teaching, is there a reason for people to

4. Read John 5:36. What were the works that Jesus spoke of follow Him at all? Explain.

in this verse? What did these works demonstrate
concerning Jesus? How does this conflict with the identity
the Jesus seminar have given to Jesus?

9. What questions do you have from this chapter?

5. Why do you think that people want to see Jesus only from
a naturalistic view? What implications are involved if He
was merely a man?

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Ildentity Evidence

Lesson 7: Was Jesus really convinced that He was the Son of God?

The Case for Christ

Discussion Questions:

1. It has often been said that Jesus was a liar, a lunatic, or
Lord. Why do some think that Jesus was a liar or a
lunatic?

2. Sometimes people say that Jesus was not clear with
respect to His identity. Read John 5:16-18, 8:51-59, 10:30-
39. Based on the response of the Jews, what did they
understand Jesus was saying, with respect to His identity?

3. Read Luke 2:41-50. What did Jesus say He had to do?
What does this help us to see with respect to Jesus and
how He viewed Himself?

4. Read Mark 2:1-12. What did Jesus tell the paralytic man?
Why were His words so upsetting to some who heard
them? What did Jesus believe with respect to who He
was?

5. Read Mark 10:45. What did Jesus understand He would
do?

6. Why do you think that Jesus didn't just go everywhere
shouting from the rooftop that He was the Son of God?

7. Should there be any question at all with respect to who
Jesus believed Himself to be? Explain.

8. What questions do you have from this chapter?

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Psychological Evidence

Lesson 8: Was Jesus crazy when He claimed to be the Son of God? The Case for Christ

Discussion Questions:

1. What are some of the differences between a patient in a
mental hospital claiming to be God and Jesus making the
same assertion?

4. While Jesus was certainly sane and understood His
mission on earth, there were others who thought He was
crazy. Read John 10:1-21. Why did some of the Jews say
He was mad? Did everyone agree with the idea that He
was crazy?

2. Psychologists look at a variety of things to see whether a
person is sane or not. They consider what a person says,
and also the emotions of a person. In the gospels we find
that Jesus demonstrated a lot of different emotions. Read

John 11:28-37, 2:13-17; Mark 9:14-20. Do you think the
emotions of Jesus were out of line with the circumstances
He experienced? Explain.

. Psychologists will often look at a person’s stability with

. It is one thing for a person to say that they are “God” and

it's another thing to back it up with evidence. How did
Jesus back up His claims? Cite passages in your answer.

6. There were some reasons in this chapter given by some

skeptics, as to how Jesus may have done His “so-called
miracles.” What were some of those reasons? How would
you answer them if they were brought up to you by
someone?

respect to how they handle their affairs in life. Read the
following passages. What do we learn about Jesus and
how He handled life and circumstances that came with it,
Mark 1:29-38; John 6:1-15; Matthew 18:1-5; John 4:1-9.

7. What questions do you have from this chapter?

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Profile Evidence

Lesson 9: Did Jesus Fulfill the Attributes of God? The Case for Christ

Discussion Questions:

1. In this chapter the author spoke of how the Old Testament 3
gives us a picture of the attributes of God. What do we
learn about the attributes of God the Father in the Old
Testament?

. Passages like Mark 13:32 have given people problems
with respect to Jesus and Him being God. If He was God,
how is it that He didn’t appear to know certain things?
Read Philippians 2:5-8 to help answer this question.

o Genesis 1:1:

e Genesis 17:1:

4. Some people might say, “How could Jesus be God if He

e Genesis 18:14: was a created being? This is what passages like John
3:16; Colossians 1:15 teach right?” How would you answer
this question?

e Psalm 139:1-6:

e Psalm 51:1-4:

5. In John 14:28, Jesus said, “The Father is greater than |.”
e Job1:9-12: Did that mean that Jesus was a lesser God, compared to
= the Father? Explain.

e Psalm 148:1-4:

6. How would you answer the question from someone who
e |saiah 6:1-3: struggles with the concept of hell, and how much Jesus
spoke about hell?

2. With respect to Jesus being deity, what do we learn about
Him from the following passages?
e Mark 2:1-10:
7. What questions do you have from this chapter?

e John 1:1-4,14, 8:46:

e Matthew 9:18:

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Fingerprint Evidence

Lesson 10: Did Jesus alone match the identity of the Messiah? The Case for Christ

Discussion Questions:

1. Why do you think that so many other Jews have not come o The Altered Gospel Argument:
to the same conclusion as Mr. Lapides did after reading

the scriptures? A passage like John 12:37-43 might help
you to answer this question.

o The Intentional Fulfillment Argument:

2. Define predictive prophecy. Why is predictive prophecy so
important, as we discuss the identity of Jesus?

e The Context Argument:

3. If someone were to ask you, “What are some of the
prophecies Jesus fulfilled from the Old Testament, what
would you say?” Provide passages in your answer.

5. What questions do you have from this chapter?

4. There were a number of arguments that are made with
respect to Jesus fuffilling the prophecies as the Messiah.
How would you go about answering people who might
bring up these arguments? Cite passages in your
answers.

e The Coincidence Argument:;

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Medical Evidence

Lesson 11: Was Jesus’ Death a Sham and His Resurrection a Hoax?

The Case for Christ

Discussion Questions:

1. What major religion believes that Jesus did not really die
on the cross? What explanations or reasons do they give
as to what happened?

2. There are others who have argued that Jesus didn’t die on
the cross. Some people actually use scriptures like Mark
15:36, 44 to justify their answers. What arguments are
made from these passages?

3. We know that Jesus experienced a tremendous amount of
agony in His death. But before He died on the cross, He
experienced great agony. Read the following passages
and identify the different medical conditions that were
stated in the book that Jesus would have experienced.

o Luke 22:39-46:

e Matthew 27:26:

e John 19:28-30:

4. The cross has been a symbol for Christians for many
years. How was the cross viewed in the days of Jesus?

5. Sometimes people argue that since the Roman soldiers
were not doctors, that maybe they were wrong thinking
that Jesus died. How would you answer someone who
raised this objection?

6. As we have stated numerous times this quarter, this class
is not merely about facts. The facts we learn about Jesus
and the Bible should motivate us to live right. How should
we respond to what Jesus did for us on the cross?

7. What questions do you have from this chapter?

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Evidence Of The Missing Body

The Case for Christ

Lesson 12: Was Jesus’ body really absent from His tomb?

Discussion Questions:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:14-19. If Jesus was not raised from
the dead, then what does this mean for Christians?

2. With respect to whether Jesus was buried in a tomb, what
do the scriptures teach, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; John 19:38-
42, 20:1-2.

3. The scriptures are clear that Jesus was buried in a tomb.
But people have raised different objections to His burial.
Name some of the objections that were given in the book
with respect to whether Jesus was buried in a tomb. Use
scripture as you provide an answer.

4. Read Matthew 28:1-8; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12; John
20:1-10. What alleged contradictions do some say are
found in these passages? How would you answer those
who say that there are contradictions?

5. What point was made about women seeing the tomb of
Jesus empty? Why is this piece of information in the
gospels important for us to know?

6. What reasons were given as to why we can be certain that
the empty tomb of Jesus is a historical fact?

7. What questions do you have from this chapter?

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Evidences of Appearances

Lesson 13: Was Jesus Seen Alive After His Death on the Cross? The Case for Christ

Discussion Questions:

1. Although no one was in the tomb when Jesus was raised 5. The appearances of Jesus were a big part of the preaching
back to life, what explanation was given as to how we can of the apostles in the book of Acts. Read Acts 2:32, 3:15,
know that He was raised? 10:41, 13:31. Why did the apostles say so much about the

appearances of Jesus?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. How many eyewitnesses did
Paul say had seen Jesus alive? What names did he
provide? Why are the people he mentioned important?

6. Mark’s gospel doesn’t say much about people seeing
Jesus alive after the resurrection, compared to the other
gospels. As a result, some may have doubts that others
really saw Him alive. How would you answer this
objection?

3. Some people have given some alternative reasons as to
why we should doubt what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15
concerning the eyewitnesses. What reasons were given,
and how would you respond if someone used some of
these objections?

7. What other explanations were given that some have used
to explain away the eyewitness evidence? Do any of these
have any credibility? Explain.

4. Read the accounts in the four gospels after Jesus was
raised from the dead. Who do you find Jesus interacting
with after His resurrection? What kinds of interaction do

we see Jesus having with these people? Why is this
important? 8. What questions do you have from this chapter?

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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The Circumstantial Evidence

Lesson 14: Are There Any Other Supporting Facts That Point To The Resurrection?

Discussion Questions:

1. During Lee Strobel’s last interview, he asked Mr. Moreland 3. Read Acts 24:24-27, 26:24-32. Why is it that so many
for five pieces of circumstantial evidence that were not in people will investigate the evidence pertaining to Jesus,
dispute by anyone concerning Jesus and His resurrection. but will not necessarily follow Jesus?

Below are the five pieces of evidence. Explain the
significance of each one.

e The disciples died for their beliefs:

_ . 4. After spending a quarter examining the evidence regarding
e The conversion of skeptics: the Bible and Jesus, how has your faith been changed?
Explain.

e The changes to key social structures:

5. What questions do you have from this chapter?

e  Communion and baptism:

e The emergence of the church:

2. Other than the resurrection of Jesus, can you think of any
other explanation that would simultaneously account for all
five categories of evidence that Mr. Moreland discussed?
Explain.

Take Home Point:

Memory Verse:
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ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR THE CLASS

The following pages contain additional information that we will discuss during the quarter. We may continue to add to
this additional material throughout the quarter.












Dealing With Alleged Discrepancies

Some Rules That Must Be Followed When Dealing With Alleged Bible Discrepancies

Introduction:

Many people believe that there are contradictions in the
Bible. But many people don'’t really know what a contradiction
even is. In order to come to the right conclusion when we
come to passages in the scriptures that seem to conflict with
other passages, it's important that we understand some
rules.

1. Definition of a contradiction:

2. The Bible must be considered innocent until proven guilty.

3. Possible rational answers are sufficient.

4. Make sure you are talking about the same person, place,
or thing.

5. Make sure you are referring to the same time.

6. Make sure we are referring to something in the same
sense.

7. Look who is talking.

8. Supplementation does not equal contradiction.

9. Remember the Golden Rule.

10. Assuming will get you in trouble.




A Final Exam

Introduction:

For the last three months we have examined the evidence
regarding the facts about Jesus Christ. As we prepare to
conclude this class, how much do you remember from the
previous lessons? Below are the main points that we have
discussed during this quarter. Take a few minutes for each
question and write out a couple of points for each one. Don't
just write yes or no! You may want to use another sheet of
paper so you can write more information.

1. Can the biographies of Jesus be trusted?

2. Do the biographies of Jesus stand up to scrutiny?

3. Were Jesus’ biographies reliably preserved for us?

4. |s there credible evidence for Jesus outside His
biographies?

5. Does archaeology confirm or contradict Jesus’
biographies.

6. Is the Jesus of History the same as the Jesus of faith?

The Case for Christ

7. Was Jesus really convinced that he was the Son of God?

8. Was Jesus crazy when He claimed to be the Son of God?

9. Did Jesus fulfill the attributes of God?

10. Did Jesus alone match the identity of the Messiah?

11. Was Jesus’ death a sham and His resurrection a hoax?

12. Was Jesus’ body really absent from His tomb?

13. Was Jesus seen alive after His death on the cross?

14. What supporting facts are there for the resurrection?
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