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Dear Dwell Reader,

I’m pleased to bring you the  
next curated digital edition of Dwell.  
In this edition, with our partner and  
innovator in quality windows and 
doors, Milgard, you will discover a 
selection of Dwell content that is  
focused on how windows and doors 
can truly make a difference in not 
only your project, but also in your 
everyday lifestyle.

For the past 15 years, Dwell has  
focused on the philosophy of being 
at home in the modern world. 
Modern living can come with a  
variety of views—urban landscapes, 
mountainous horizons, or sparkling 
waterfronts. Stunning views can  
upgrade any home in an instant, as 
can the windows themselves. 
Windows don’t just frame your  
view, they design it. Windows are 
the lens of the home. For modern  
design, they are the way in which  
the outside and the inside are  
seamlessly integrated.

According to the Dwell Insights 
Group, windows are the single most 
important investment a homeowner 
can make to enhance the beauty and 
value of their home. However, the 
choice of windows is not an easy 
one, and sometimes it’s hard to 
know where to start. In this issue, 
not only will you find examples of 
spectacular homes that have utilized 
Milgard windows in their designs, 
but also step-by-step tips from 
Milgard on how to choose the best 
windows to Design Your View. I  
hope you enjoy touring these homes 
where windows and doors take  
center stage. I hope they inspire  
you to embrace the views you  
already have.

Sincerely,

Michela O’Connor Abrams
CEO
Dwell Life, Inc. 

Welcome to this
Special Digital Issue  
from Milgard  
and Dwell

See our newest window available in the Essence Series®

Essence Series® More Style

Learn
More
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Windows may be the most under-appreciated element of any 
modern home: they need to withstand the elements (from rain to 
noise) and potential intruders while easily opening to admit light 
and air. Their complex internal engineering demands equally vigor-
ous aesthetic attention: a high-performance design that skimps on 
careful detailing and quality finishes can blight any facade. Milgard’s 
Essence Series® doesn’t ask you to compromise: with clean, colorful 
exteriors and warm wood interior construction, you can treat your-
self to the best of both worlds.

First and foremost, Milgard windows are solidly engineered: their 
powder-coated fiberglass exterior resist everything nature can throw 
at it, from salt air to ultraviolet rays. It will never need repainting, 
meaning these systems are incredibly easy to maintain. For as long 
as you own your home, the windows—which come in 16 colors—are 
covered with a full lifetime warranty that includes parts and labor. 

Hidden behind the window’s cozy wood interior surfaces—which 
have been carefully designed to avoid unsightly fasteners—is a water 
management system unique to the Essence Series® windows. While 
unlikely, water that makes its way into the window frame is quickly 
channeled away from the wood to avoid water damage. This leaves 
the window’s clean, modern lines unwarped and the perfect back-
drop for any interior.

Milgard Essence Series® windows are available in a wide variety 
of obscure glass patterns, and for spaces that demand serenity, lami-
nated glass is especially proficient at noise attenuation.

Lastly, all of Milgard’s Essence Series® products meet ENERGY 
STAR® v6 standards for U-Factor (how well the window insulates 

heat) and SHGC (how much solar radiations passes through the  
window). All the Essence Series® products feature argon gas insula-
tion that helps guard against heat loss. Also standard are SunCoat® 
Low-e glass coatings that act as an insulator for certain non-visible 
wavelengths of light, keeping in warmth and preventing extra heat 
from escaping.

The Window Series That  
Matches Performance, 
Appearance, and Ease-of-Use

text by
Zachary Edelson

PROMOTION

Large horizontal slider windows like the one pictured above be opened and secured 
 with little effort thanks to the Milgard® SmartTouch® lock; its operation is so easy the 
design was awarded the Arthritis Foundation Ease-of-Use Commendation. Milgard Essence 
Series® windows come in a wide range of operating styles and three wood finishes.

For all the pleasures of indoor-
outdoor living, Milgard offers its 
Essence Series® Sliding Doors. 
These models don’t skimp on 
customization: in addition to  
various interior wood finishes, 
exterior colors, glass options,  
and decorative grids, their handles 
come in 7 hardware finishes that 
range from slate black to brushed 
chrome. For additional security, 
these doors can include a Smart-
Touch Bolt® which can lock the 
door in a venting position to pro-
mote fresh air circulation. Shown 
left are the Essence Series® 
French-Style Sliding Doors.

Designing a

Home
Contemporary

m i l g a r d . c o m
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‘Contemporary’ is defined as spaces with smooth surfaces, clean lines and windows and doors with large 
glass panels to bring the outside in. Colors are neutral, revering nature as the epitome of the aesthetic.  

Windows and Patio Doors
Contemporary style patio doors and windows have thinner frame profiles to maximize the view. 
Combination windows, Moving Glass Walls and large doors paired with transoms and sidelights help 
accentuate the design.  

This Pacific Northwest home exemplifies contemporary design with straight lines and large glass 
openings. Windows are used in combination. The dark colors blend into the natural surroundings. 

Indoor/Outdoor living is 
integrated to the lifestyle. 
The fireplace and hot tub 
enhances utilization of the 
patio for a place to relax 
and enjoy the outdoors.

Essence Series® windows

m i l g a r d . c o m

This powder room combines 
contemporary aesthetics with 
nature’s essentials.  A sleek bronze 
faucet and hammered sink sit atop a 
reclaimed plank that highlights the 
wood’s true personality.

A wall of patio doors looks out to views of 
nature.  The windows are left uncovered so as 
to highlight the straight lines and let in ample 
amounts of natural light.

m i l g a r d . c o m

Low Profile Hardware
Contemporary design emphasizes a clean, smooth surface. Window locks and 
hardware often protrude from the frame and is especially noticeable if painted in a 
different color. 

The SmartTouch® lock has an unobtrusive, low profile design that is integrated into 
the frame. The lock operates as both the opening handle and locking mechanism in 
the window. 

The SmartTouch door handle is of similar design that does not stick out, but is 
integrated into the rail. 

In keeping with the contemporary design, the tilt latch is also flat and smooth. 

The SmartTouch® window lock and 
door handle have been awarded the 
Arthritis Foundation’s Ease of Use 
Commendation

m i l g a r d . c o m

Rectangular Shapes
Window shapes that promote combinations, such as rectangles 
complete the look in a contemporary home. 

Picture, casement, single hung and horizontal slider are operation 
styles used most frequently. 

Ultra™ Series fiberglass  picture windows and patio doors

Symmetry and 
Combination 
Windows and doors in 
contemporary homes are 
usually abundant. There is little 
adornment on the walls and the 
windows themselves become the 
‘art.’ Windows in combination are 
used in symmetric design, which 
promotes a look that is pleasing 
to the eye. 

Aluminum Series awning and picture windows

Aluminum Series picture windows

m i l g a r d . c o m

Neutral Colors
Contemporary design is focused on inviting in nature, bridging 
the divide between indoors and outdoors. White, tan, bronze, 
natural crème, ivory…these colors are neutral, blending with 
softer tones to give focus on the view inside the frame.  

Large Glass Panels
Large panels of glass enable lots of natural light to flow in and 
opens up the space. Rooms are filled with sunlight, creating 
energy from the expansive feel. To maximize the opening, the 
glass generally will not have grids. 

Style Line® Series vinyl windows

A contemporary home reflects many 
current styles that are sleek, clean and 
minimal. Simple, repeating shapes 
echoing balance and symmetry prevail. 

Focusing on these principles can help 
achieve the desired results in designing 
a contemporary home.

Moving Glass Wall System

Aluminum Series

Get theGuide

Create the look you’ve always wanted

Get the 
Guide

m i l g a r d . c o m
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Since windows and doors are such important 
aspects of your home, it’s always a good idea to 
take the time to evaluate how they fit within the 
lifestyle you want. Whether you’re in the middle 
of constructing a new home, or you’re consider-
ing replacing your current setup, there are mul-
tiple elements to consider when it comes time 
to make the final decisions. Milgard® Windows 
& Doors understands how vital these choices  
are to the well-being of your home and has  
developed ways to turn the process into a 
journey that can be just as enjoyable as it is  
fulfilling. Not sure where to start? We gathered 
some helpful insights from their team of experts 
to help us better understand what goes into the 
process of bringing your vision to life. The first 
step is to think about what role your new win-
dows or doors are going to play in your home. By 
thinking about how you’ll be using them, you’ll 
be able to narrow down the various options 
you’re faced with. To get you started, Milgard 
will help you find a local dealer that will guide 

you through the process from brainstorming  
to installation. Among one of the first choices  
to make is what material will work best for how 
they’ll be used. Their options include wood, 
fiberglass, vinyl, or aluminum.

The next consideration is to decide on  
placement. It’s strongly beneficial to consider 
where your home receives the purest natural 
light, and strategically place your windows in  
its path. With less need for artificial lighting 
during the day, you’ll be reducing your energy 
consumption while being able to enjoy a  
refreshing stream of sunshine.

After exploring ideas at a local showroom, 
your dealer will visit your home to help you  
decide on style, sizing, placement, and any  
other features you desire. They’ll also show  
you how each product works. Rest assured, 
Milgard windows are exceptionally easy to use 
and maintain. Their Double-hung Windows (top 
opposite) even feature tilting sashes that allow 
you to comfortably clean the exterior surfaces.

How to Find the Perfect 
Windows and Doors for 
Your Lifestyle

A crucial aspect you’ll learn about 
throughout the process is the energy  
efficiency that will come with your new 
selection. The range of operating styles 
and material types offered by Milgard 
makes it possible to meet Energy Star® 
requirements, no matter where you’re 
located. If you’re determined to meet 
specific performance goals but not sure 
how to make it happen, their Energy 
Calculator can help you figure out what 
choices would be best for you.

Security is one of the most essential 
elements to keep in mind when selecting 
your windows and doors. All Milgard 
products endure rigorous testing— 
including forced entry—to ensure that 
no matter what you decide, you and your 
family will be able to sleep soundly. 

Additionally, a range of their products 
are now available with SmartTouch® 
hardware, which incorporates innovative 
technology to ensure ultimate strength 
and streamlined functionality.

After final decisions are made  
and installation takes place with the  
expertise of a local dealer, you’ll quickly  
notice the benefits that come with the 
inevitable noise reduction. Milgard  
suggests that double glazed windows  
and well-designed vinyl frames are  
two of the best ways to combat noise 
infiltration. For those windows in which 
you want to keep closed, consider their 
Aluminum Picture Windows, shown  
below in a stunning scale, perfect for 
enjoying your home’s cherished views 
each and every day.

text by
Paige Alexus

PROMOTION
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A 1,600-square-foot in-law 
unit in Sonoma, California,  
has two bedrooms and two 
baths for its 87-year-old resi-
dent, whose daughter lives 
nearby. “The layout is well-
suited for older clients,” says 
Jared Levy of Connect:Homes. 
“It feels generous and open.” 

Safe Haven
Thanks to a prefab in-law unit,  
an octogenarian modernist lives  
independently on a peaceful,  
verdant site in Northern California. 

Knowing when to step in to assist an 
aging parent is a tricky business. As one 
Northern California woman can attest, 
it’s an endeavor that requires both tact 
and courage—and perhaps a leap of 
faith on both sides.

Even before her mother—now 87—
gave up driving, the daughter had begun 
thinking of how to move her closer. She 
and her husband live on a hillside prop-
erty in Sonoma comprising four mostly 
undeveloped lots with stunning views 
of the valley. “She loved her house, but 
she was very concerned about imposing 
on us,” the daughter recalls. “I envi-
sioned her living here, but I had to wait 
for the idea to ripen.” 

text by
Kelly Vencill Sanchez 
photos by  
Joe Fletcher 

 

project 
Connect 5 House 
architect 
Connect:Homes
location
Sonoma, California

The plan took shape: a prefab house 
down the hill from the couple’s own 
home. Though her mother, a painter, 
was in good health, she’d had several 
falls and depended on assistance  
from caregivers. 

Enter Jared Levy and Gordon Stott of 
Connect:Homes in Los Angeles. After 
spending six years at Marmol Radziner 
Prefab, the architects have been explor-
ing ways to improve how modular homes 
are made, delivered, and installed. Their 
1,600-square-foot two-bedroom, two-
bath Connect 5 model offered the best 
fit. “It was large enough that it felt like a 
home and not a cabin in the woods,” 
Levy explains.  

Working closely with the architects, 
the daughter tweaked the design to suit 
her mother’s tastes and needs, remov-
ing the covered entry deck to increase 
the size of the open-plan living room 
and opting for drywall instead of an 
exposed metal ceiling. To ensure acces-
sibility, they eliminated all steps and 
incorporated features like a drawer 
dishwasher, a walk-in tub, and an effi-
cient laundry room. A second bedroom 
affords space for a live-in caregiver. 

Stott and Levy used Teragen  
bamboo flooring and Milgard  
sliding glass doors to design their 
view of Sonoma. “Universal  
design isn’t just for older people,” 
the daughter says. 

Though the daughter didn’t 
want all-glass walls, natural 
light and airflow were key.  
Levy and Connect:Homes fellow 
cofounder Gordon Stott used an 
LED system to offset light from 
Milgard windows & doors. Says 
Stott, “It’s about 150 watts to 
light the whole house.”
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In the living room, interior designer Meredith Rebolledo 
of Ma(i)sonry Napa Valley paired pieces like Philippe 
Starck’s Eros chairs for Kartell and two 1960s Swedish 
chairs with the client’s Oushak rug. Milgard sliding glass 
doors remain the centerpiece of the room. 

 “The whole [prefab] process  
took about a year. A year  
in my mother’s life is huge.”

A
E
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The house was completed at a third  
of the cost of a similarly equipped, con-
ventionally built home—about $165 per 
square foot delivered and installed, not 
including upgrades and site costs. “And 
we got it done in about one-third the 
time,” Levy notes.

A year after the project began, the 
mother walked her dog into the house, 
which was furnished with a mix of  
objects from her former home and new 
pieces obtained by interior designer 
Meredith Rebolledo of Ma(i)sonry Napa 
Valley. “It was,” says the daughter, “just  
a homey place to live.”

Most mornings, the mother gets  
up before dawn and goes to her deck to 
watch the sun rise. “The floor plan 
makes everything easy because it’s so 
open,” she says. “Whatever I need seems 
to be right in front of me. And there’s 
light everywhere—I can see my wrinkles 
better, but I can also do my art better.”

Her daughter stops in throughout  
the day to visit and to keep an eye on 
things. “My mom is the coolest lady— 
I wanted her to be close and comfort-
able.” She smiles. “She’s always wanted 
chickens, so that’s the next thing.” 

A Milgard glass door provides 
a second entrance to the deck 
(above), offering views and a 
quiet spot for outdoor dining. 
The Western red cedar vertical 
siding is naturally resistant to 
rot and decay, making it a 
hardy choice for the exterior.

A Kitchen
B Dining Room
C Living Room
D Master Bedroom

Connect 5 House Floor Plan

E Bathroom
F Bedroom 
G Utility Room
H Deck

More Milgard sliding glass doors provide 
a wall of glass for the indoor dining area. 
David Rowland stacking chairs join a 
1970s Italian glass-and-steel table in the 
dining room (below left). The daughter 
loves being able to stop in to visit. “I’m 
over there ten times a day. It’s brought 
me such peace.”



Large multi-panel doors up to 20’ wide  |  3 to 6 panels  |  Stacking  |  Pocket  |  Bi-fold

Bring the Outdoors in...
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Among the many problems of urban living in Portland, Oregon,  
are raccoons, deer, and falling trees. It’s not just that woods and 
forests persist inside the city limits but also the fact that a city 
was densely built amidst them. Despite such hazards, Stefan and 
Nicole Andrén built a sleek modernist loft nestled in trees atop a 
forested ridge that snakes behind the city’s downtown. The setting 
is urban, in a Portland kind of way. And Stefan and Nicole enjoy  
the woods just as a downtown loft dweller might enjoy the street 
scene: Perched on the roof deck, they gaze down at the busy deer 
and rustling leaves, sipping cocktails with friends who’ve made the 
short drive up from Portland’s heavily developed Pearl District.  
“We never go into the forest,” Stefan explains. “It’s much nicer  
on the deck. And that means the deer aren’t afraid to come out.” 

Aloft in the Forest
Uninspired by the loft options in down-
town Portland, Oregon, the Andrens opted 
to design and build their own freestanding 
version, complete with custom Milgard 
windows that offer 360 degree views of 
the forest, and just minutes from the city. 

In 2003, Stefan and Nicole moved to Portland from 
Milan, Italy, taking design jobs as a product designer at 
Nike and a freelance studio artist at advertising power-
house Wieden + Kennedy, respectively. They first thought 
they’d find a loft in one of the city’s burgeoning down-
town neighborhoods. Tightly coordinated planning and an 
unusual culture of cooperation between developers and 
the city have given Portland its biggest housing boom 
since 1905, much of it concentrated in newly developed 
neighborhoods directly abutting downtown, such as the 
Pearl District. But lofts in the Pearl cost upwards of 
$300,000. So, as Stefan recalls, “More for fun than any-
thing else, we started sketching on napkins and scrap 
paper. With quite similar tastes, a house very quickly took 
shape, so I did a first pass at building a 3-D CAD model. At 
this stage we were too excited to turn back, so after a sig-
nificant amount of research, and about 50 CAD variations 
on the same idea, we had something worth taking to an 
engineer.” Stefan and Nicole (who earned her bachelor’s 
degree in architectural studies) put form to their fantasy 
by laying out the elements that would make their dream 
home: guest rooms for visitors well away from the master 
suite; a high-ceilinged open plan organized around a fire-
place; floor-to-ceiling windows opening west, away from 
the street. “We approached the house from how it was 
going to be used,” Stefan explains, “concerning ourselves 
with proximity of spaces related to daily and occasional 
functions, rather than with the design of a particular 
room. Once this was worked out, the rest fell into place 
fairly easily.” 

text by
Matthew Stadler 
photos by  
John Clark
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Stefan translated their napkin sketches into a 
CAD mock-up that the two played with for over  
a year. “We agreed on everything except the front 
door,” Nicole announces. “He wanted it yellow 
and I wanted it bright orange. In the end we 
painted it over with chalkboard paint, so it can be 
anything we like.” The CAD mock-up is on Stefan’s 
desktop and a quick tour of it confirms that their 
imagined home was built exactly as planned, with 
no significant changes.

The Skybox, named for its site on Skyline 
Boulevard, turns its back on the two-lane road 
winding out of downtown. Indeed, the modest 
rectangle of brown visible from the road suggests 
a kind of modernist Nordic cabin or a skiers’ shel-
ter, belying the spacious geometry of the broad, 
three-story cube. Clad in darkly stained cedar and 
punctured with only a few small windows on three 
of its sides, the house opens up to the west as the 
steep, wooded slope drops away. Sixteen-foot-high 
windows wrap the western wall, framing the spar-
kling lights of nearby Beaverton and Hillsboro, 
visible through the thick forest overstory. “We 
mixed the stain specifically for this site,  

Custom perpendicular  
windows from Milgard frame 
Stefan’s home studio (below). 

Huge 16-foot-high windows from 
Milgard are equipped with X-shaped 
earthquake reinforcements, adding a 
structural element to the framed view 
of the Portland hills. 

Light from floor-to-ceiling 
Milgard windows on the 
second level filters over 
and through the floating 
staircase (left). 
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so the house sort of blends into the trees,” Stefan points out. The wood cladding 
reveals a burnished-aluminum interior wherever the cube’s geometry has been 
disturbed (a tall narrow slice is taken out of one edge) or extended (as where a 
metal stairway traverses the southern wall, up to the roof deck). 

Inside, the 2,250-square-foot volume unfolds in a pleasing sequence of  
well-proportioned spaces. Between entry area and main living room, the stained-
wood floors step up 18 inches, obviating the need for any divider. At the same 
threshold, the overhanging master suite ends and suddenly the ceiling is 16 feet 
above you, the room wrapped in high walls of four-by-eight-foot glass panels, 
slimly framed by two-inch profile steel.

“This is the clean floor,” says Nicole. “It’s such an easy house, with all  
the entertaining in this one great open space or out on the deck, and then the 
bedrooms and study all tucked away upstairs and down.”

“We wanted that feeling of an open loft space,” Stefan adds, “but with room  
for guests; a nice, sunny office; and extras like the master suite and sauna.” With 
the right CAD software, a strong design sense, and the willingness to be patient 
and learn from their engineers and contractors, Stefan and Nicole managed to 
achieve all their goals while acting as their own architects. “Perhaps our greatest 
challenge was to come up with a solution within our budget,” says Stefan. “But we 
can honestly say that the house came in not much, but slightly, under our budget.” 
Now they’re ready to offer their expertise to others: On the broad white tabletop 
of their shared office, shadows dapple the outlines of a new house design they’re 
working on for a friend. 

The wooded site allowed for  
soaring, curtainless windows 
that the couple couldn’t have 
enjoyed downtown.

The room is wrapped in high walls of  
custom Milgard windows: four-by-eight-
foot glass panels, slimly framed by  
two-inch profile steel.
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