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Andrea Cazares Rosas 
�e freshman cohort finished their first year of college! I am continuously surrounded 
by amazing mentors and cohort members. �rough their support, I have been able to 
maneuver through both the amazing and stressful treasures of higher education. I am 
planning to major in Management and minor in Entrepreneurship with an Honors 
Degree. Being part of the First Ascent Scholarship program has provided me with 
incredible experiences. We went river rafting in the Green River and camped out in 
Moab during the Fall Semester. Living at the First Security Business House was an 
experience in itself. Many great memories were shared along with laughter and the 
strengthening of our bond as a cohort. We learned, succeeded, and struggled together.

As a DACA recipient, I feared for my education and future as high school graduation 
roamed around the corner. However, with the aid and support that First Ascent 
offered me, I was assured that higher education was going to be a reality. �e program 
has heightened my leadership and communication skills immensely. I was able to 
participate in a case competition this past summer through the Summer Bridge 
Program. It ignited a new interest in regards to case studies, and I became involved in 
three competitions this year. It is crazy to think my first year is complete, it went by 
so fast! I am excited to continue my learning and undergo a new set of exciting 
challenges as I enter my second year. 
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December 15-22 Junior Cohort Miami Trip 
First Ascent Scholars Junior cohort traveled together to Miami, Florida. �ey were able to visit two Florida-based companies, Ultimate 
Software and Heico. �ey were able to spend three days at Disney World and try delicious East Coast seafood. 

January 23 Alumni Dinner – Kris Liacopoulos
First Ascent came together for the Alumni Dinner with guest speaker, Kris Liacopoulos. Kris gave the scholars unique advice based 
on her experiences as a first-generation student. She shared her personal college life story and the obstacles she had to face and 
overcome being a first-gen student. 

February 16 Cultural Celebration 
First Ascent Scholars and mentors came together to celebrate the diversity within the scholarship program. A university student 
group performed a Ballet Folklorico for the scholars to enjoy. To end the celebration, there was a big game of musical chairs 
between the scholars and their mentors. �e celebration allowed the scholars to cultivate and appreciate all the differences and 
similarities of all the unique identities within the program.  

March 9-15 Spring Break – Sophomore Chile Trip 
Our Sophomore scholars enjoyed their spring break exploring the wonders of Latin America, in Santiago, Chile. Our scholars 
experienced what life is like in the city of Santiago, admired the beautiful scenery, and learned about history as written from a 
different perspective. �ey were able to meet Chilean college students, visit upcoming international Chilean companies, and even 
get a tour of La Moneda Palace (the Presidential residence). 

April 5-7 Senior Retreat 
�e Senior cohort was able to reconnect at their spring retreat. �ey had one last trip to bond together, and look back fondly on 
their four years of being together and navigating through college. �e retreat centered around “adulting”; they enjoyed workshops 
on how to prepare for their lives after college. 

April 24 Finals Study Session
First Ascent Scholars had their first graduating class in 2019. �ere was a small celebration in honor of the graduating scholars, 
mentors, and board members. It was an opportunity to reflect on their last four years at the University of Utah, their involvement 
in First Ascent Scholars program, and their personal lives. We are so proud of our graduates!

May 1 Senior Graduation Celebration
Scholars came together for the Annual Fall Harvest Dinner. �ey wrote thank you letters to mentors, peers, and support staff, as 
well as reconnected as a group over dinner. 

May 5-12 Freshman Cohort London, England Trip
�e Freshman cohort had the opportunity to travel and explore London, England. Our scholars went sightseeing and explored the 
rich history of London, while enjoying tea and coffee with mentors. �ey were also able to make a visit to two companies, 
Instructure and Centerbridge. 

May 25 End-of-Year and Welcome Celebration
All of First Ascent got together one final time to celebrate the end of another successful school year and to welcome the incoming 
Freshmen cohort. �is event gave the incoming Freshman an opportunity to meet all of the First Ascent Family and to hear from 
Natalie Lam, a recently graduated scholar. �ank you all for another successful year! 

Ongoing Casual Dinners
To continue relationship building, First Ascent held monthly casual dinners. Scholars were invited to come to attend and enjoy 
culturally diverse foods and hear from guest speakers who shared their life stories. During one of the dinners, the First Ascent 
Scholars had the privilege to listen to University of Utah President Ruth Watkins speak about her college career and receive advice 
on how to navigate campus. 
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