
Carlos Hernandez
Like many other graduates across the world, graduation was something I 
was looking forward to. As a first-generation college student, I wanted my 
immigrant parents to see me walking across the stage and receive the 
diploma I had worked so hard for. I wanted my parents to feel proud of me 
because they had left their own country to give me a better future. 
Although graduation was not what we all expected the day to look like. On 
graduation day, my First Ascent family showed up to my house to celebrate 
this big accomplish while maintaining social distance. �ough it was not 
the big ceremony, it was very special to see everyone that had pushed me 
through my four years come together and celebrate with me.  

Although I wasn’t able to walk across the stage this year, I will hopefully get 
another opportunity next year because I am currently pursuing a Masters 
of Accounting with an emphasis in Information Systems. �is master’s 
degree would not have been possible if it wasn’t for the First Ascent 
Scholars program helping me not only pay for college but pushing me to 
succeed by offering countless opportunities. Starting this new college 
adventure, I feel more prepared and I know I will succeed because the First 
Ascent Scholars has opened so many opportunities and resources for me.
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Judy Moreton
To mentor First Ascent students is an honor for me because while I help 
them navigate a new collegiate universe, they also teach me about their 
own extraordinary worlds.  Over breakfasts, lunches, dinners, and even a 
night at the Utah Symphony, my mentees Nam and Dipika have talked 
with me about everything from classes and professors to relationships and 
travel adventures. �e frequent parties and dinners organized by First 
Ascent also give mentors like me a rare opportunity for camaraderie with 
all the amazing undergrads, which opens our world even more. And in 
return, Nam, Dipika and the other FA scholars regard the mentors as 
friends, always remembering to ask about our lives too.  

Recently, a group of First Ascent mentors and leaders had the privilege of 
attending a remarkable U of U 2020 graduation ceremony — or rather we 
attended a number of remarkable graduation ceremonies.  �e coronavirus 
lockdown prevented this year’s seniors from participating in their normal 
college graduation so FA arranged its own traveling celebration, complete 
with the graduation march music, posters, banners and lots of well-wishers 
driving around the Salt Lake Valley to commemorate our incredible 
graduates in front of their own homes and dorms. On that unique 
graduation day, we proudly celebrated the resilience, effort and triumph 
that has always defined our First Ascent crew.



January 23 Faculty Alumni Dinner
�e First Ascent Scholars got to hear from University of Utah alum, DJ Joune. As the official home DJ of the Utah Jazz, he shared about 
how he lives a life of passion and service, and offered some great advice for success. 

February 7-9 Juniors: Reconnecting Retreat
Juniors reconnected with each other at a weekend in Midway, Utah. Besides the usual fun and laughs, students also learned about 
networking, effective relationship building, mental health, self-care, and imposter syndrome from faculty and staff from Business 
Career Services and the Office for Student Inclusion. 

February 18 Casual Dinner 
NFL star Nate Orchard came to visit the First Ascent scholars to share his story. Over a casual get together dinner, the scholars were 
inspired by Nate’s story and shared some laughs as well. From his early life and family hardships, to the many times he was cut from 
the NFL, Nate’s “never give up” attitude of resilience resonated heavily with the scholars.   

February 22 Cultural Celebration 
�e First Ascent Scholars learned about each other through games and discussion. Using board and card games, scholars got the 
chance to share the stories that built their perspectives, as well as hear from their peers. Students discussed a wide array of cultural 
topics such as traditions, family roles, foods, and household norms. 

April 6-7 Virtual Game Hour 
Given the unexpected COVID-19 changes to education, the First Ascent scholars found a different way to spend time together. 
�rough an app on their phones, the scholars played games like Pictionary and Heads Up from the comfort of their own homes 
while making sure to still build community.

April 13-16-21 Seniors: Virtual Adulting 101 Retreat
In the wake of COVID-19 the senior retreat was cancelled. First Ascent seniors, however, were not dismayed and participated in 
virtual workshops. �e University of Utah Money Management Center taught seniors how to build credit responsibly and 
prepare to develop their personal budgets. Melissa Kraft from Business Career Services provided seniors with a workshop to 
improve their LinkedIn profiles and prepare for upcoming interviews. Even in the midst of a crises First Ascent seniors took time 
to prepare for their futures.

May 1 Graduation Parade
With convocation celebrations postponed, First Ascent found a new way to celebrate the graduating scholars. Mentors drove 
through a parade route to each of the graduating scholars’ homes to recognize their accomplishments.
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