
CAN I START IN EITHER THE EVENING OR
FULL-TIME PROGRAM AND THEN SWITCH TO THE
OTHER PROGRAM?
No. The classes are sequential and build upon each other. The two 
program timelines are so different that it makes switching between the 
two unfeasible. 

DO I NEED TO FIND MY OWN STUDENT TEACHING 
SITE?
Practicum and student teaching placements are provided through the 
College of Education’s Placement Office. Due to the sensitive nature 
of working with children in a school setting, and for security reasons, 
it is very important that you do not contact K-12 school personnel 
to inquire about placement opportunities or attempt to arrange a 
placement on your own.  

Once accepted, our students submit information that helps us place 
them in a school that best fits their individual needs. Placements are 
very much affected by supply and demand, however. Thus, it may
take a commute to reach a placement site. Contact the Placement 
Office for additional information at placement@cu-portland.edu or 
503-493-6458.

DO I NEED TO PASS ALL OF THE TESTS 
BEFORE I CAN BE ADMITTED?

You must pass the norm-referenced test 
for full admission into the program. 
Once admitted, you will need to pass the 
Civil Rights Test before beginning your 

practicum/student teaching experience. 
Elementary candidates must also 
pass the NES Elementary Education 

Test before the practicum. If you are 
pursuing the secondary level and do not 
hold a degree in the subject you want to 
teach, the Content-Specific Test will need 
to be passed before you are admitted. We 
strongly encourage you to take all tests 
sooner rather than later. If you don’t meet 
the GPA requirement, you may also be 

required to pass tests prior to 
starting the program.
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For Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT)
or Master of Arts in Teaching
Evening (MAT-E)

CAN I TRANSFER OUTSIDE CREDIT INTO CONCORDIA 
UNIVERSITY’S PROGRAM?
No. Our program is a cohort model and our classes follow a 
progression with classes building upon each other, so transfer credits 
will not apply towards this degree.

WHERE ARE CLASSES HELD?
MAT CLASSES ARE HELD AT OUR MAIN NE PORTLAND CAMPUS: 

Concordia University and shared Concordia/Faubion PreK–8 site 
(main campus):  2811 NE Holman Street, Portland OR 97211

Locations may vary from one semester to the next.

WILL MY OREGON PRELIMINARY TEACHING LICENSE 
WORK IN OTHER STATES?
In most cases, yes. Oregon has very strict guidelines and high standards 
for teacher licensure. Because of this, we hold reciprocity with many 
states in the country. Very often, a different state will simply require 
paperwork and fees to obtain a license in that state. Sometimes, the 
new state requires tests, and will also require a state history course or 
other basic courses to be completed as part of its licensing agreement. 
It is often easier to be licensed in Oregon and transfer that license 
elsewhere than vice versa. Contact each state to see their requirements 
for licensure, if already licensed from another state.

WHEN WILL I HEAR ABOUT MY ADMISSION DECISION? 
Once your file is complete, we will immediately review your 
application information and notify you about a possible interview 
with the College of Education. In most cases, you will receive a 
decision about admission shortly after your interview. If there is a 
limited amount of students we can accept for a specific endorsement, 
applications may be batch-reviewed on a monthly basis after the 
priority application deadline.



CALL: 503-280-8501

APPLY ONLINE: applytocu.com 

QUESTIONS: cu-portland.edu/mat

EMAIL: admission@cu-portland.edu

LET’S CHAT

GRADUATE EDUCATION
ANSWERS TO FAQS, CONT.

DO I HAVE TO BE CHRISTIAN TO ATTEND CONCORDIA?

No. Concordia is a Christian university, and we are proud of this fact. 
You do not have to claim any specific faith, however, to be enrolled. 
We welcome students from all backgrounds and faiths. Religion is 
never pushed on our students, but you will be able to take advantage 
of opportunities if you wish to do so, such as access to our campus 
pastor, night chapels, and student chaplains.

IS HEALTH INSURANCE AVAILABLE?

Please visit www.cu-portland.edu/student-affairs/healthwellness-
services/health-insurance-info for information about health insurance.

WILL CAMPUS HOUSING BE AVAILABLE FOR 
GRADUATE STUDENTS?

Concordia offers graduate housing options, such as K-Street 
Commons pictured below. To find out more about these options, 
please contact Student Services at: 503-280-8512 or
studentservices@cu-portland.edu. You may also visit  
www.cu-portland.edu/student-services/residence-lifeon-campus-
housing for more information.

CAN I ADD ENDORSEMENTS SUCH AS ESOL OR 
READING TO MY TEACHING LICENSE?

Yes! Once you receive your MAT, you may begin coursework for 
additional endorsements or licensure. You will receive the 20% 
alumni grant for these programs and may also be eligible for tuition 
assistance from the school district that hires you. 

MAT COMMONLY USED VOCABULARY:

TSPC: Teacher Standards and Practices Commission. This is the 
governing body that awards teacher licenses in the state of Oregon. 
www.oregon.gov/tspc

COHORT: A group of fellow students with whom you will complete 
all of your classes. Our students become very close with their other 
cohort members. Cohorts form strong bonds of friendship and 
support during the program and often keep in touch and network 
with each other once the program is completed.

PRACTICUM & STUDENT TEACHING: Hands-on, practical 
experiences in the school system. Students take on the roles and 
responsibilities of their cooperating teachers during these times. Both 
experiences will take place at the same school with the same teacher. 
They are split into two sections (practicum and student teaching) 
for registration and billing purposes. The practicum is equivalent to 
seven to eight weeks of full-time teaching, and the student teaching 
is twelve weeks of full-time teaching. Student teaching and the 
practicum schedule will vary slightly between the MAT and MAT-
Evening programs. 

edTPA:  The culminating project for the MAT program, it is a 
performance-based assessment completed during the student 
teaching experience. edTPA evaluates candidates’ ability to plan 
and implement lessons, assess their own teaching efficacy, and 
adapt their practices accordingly.  The MAT coursework and optional 
workshops offered during the program will help candidates prepare 
for edTPA. Concordia MAT students get to complete edTPA two times 
and submit their best assessment for evaluation.

ENDORSEMENTS:  The subject area(s) in which secondary students 
will be licensed. Examples include biology, foundational math, P.E., or 
language arts.

K-Street Commons - One example of our student 
housing options for graduate students.


