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Founded in 1905, Concordia University-Portland 

is an accredited, nonprofit, Christian university 

committed to sharing our Lutheran values of open 

discourse, intellectual inquiry, justice, compassion, 

diversity, and inclusion to prepare leaders for the 

transformation of society.

Concordia University’s College of Education is one 

of the most respected names in learning today. 

Drawing on forward-thinking knowledge that’s 

based on the latest research, Concordia-trained 

professionals continue to change the world student 

by student. Our graduates are using their master 

of arts in teaching degrees—along with their own 

sensitivity, creativity, and passion for teaching—to 

provide a solid educational foundation and love of 

learning for countless young minds.

ConCordi a Uni v ersit y ’s 
online M a s ter of a rts
in te aChing Progr a M 

Offered in collaboration with select school district 
partners outside of Oregon, our online MAT in 
Elementary Education program offers timely, relevant 
curriculum designed and taught by engaging faculty 
with experience in the field of education. While 
coursework is completed online, you’ll meet with the 
other students in your cohort once per week for a 
live, virtual class. The program includes a practicum 
and full-time student teaching, putting you inside 
of a working classroom for an invaluable hands-on 
experience. Once you successfully complete the 
program and receive your Oregon Preliminary Teaching 
License, you may use the Oregon license to fulfill the 
teacher-preparation program/teaching credential 
requirement of the preliminary licensure process for the 
state of California. Please visit https://www.ctc.ca.gov/
docs/default-source/leaflets/cl561.pdf?sfvrsn=10 
for detailed instructions to obtain California teacher 
certification. The potential career benefits of earning 
your MAT are second only to the reward of realizing the 
profound difference you’ll make during your students’ 
elementary school years.

If you’re passionate about next-generation learning,  
Concordia is the university leading the way and shaping  
the future of education. 
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Concordia University believes that the success of all children 
is our highest priority. From practices that foster equity, social 
justice, and cultural responsiveness to trauma-informed 
teaching approaches, the leading-edge knowledge and 
tools you’ll gain will enable you to continually adapt to your 
students’ diverse and complex needs. Graduates from our 
MAT program are well-prepared for today’s classroom – with 
the skills and experience necessary to facilitate learning for 
students of varying needs and backgrounds, encourage 
positive change in the school environment, and effectively 
advocate for students and families. 

If you’re excited to lead a class of your own, join us as we 
build a teaching force that promotes inclusion, enriches our 
community, and improves the lives of students. 

at a gl a nCe
39 Credit-hoUr PrograM

online, synChronoUs CoUrsework

five seMester PrograM  
Completed in just over a year-and-a-half (20 months)

stUdent teaChing exPerienCe

aCCredited by the northwest 
CoMMission on Colleges and 
Universities (nwCCU)

Progr a M ob JeC ti v es
Upon program completion, MAT candidates will:

- Model dispositions, ethics, and communication skills 
befitting a professional educator;

- Recognize how their own morals, biases, experiences, 
and privilege impact teaching practices;

- Foster culturally responsive learning environments that 
are inclusive of families and communities;

-  Demonstrate knowledge of specific subject matter and 
developmentally appropriate instructional strategies;

- Utilize effective instructional and assessment practices 
that meet diverse student learning needs;

- Value and inform professional growth via research, self-
study, and collaboration with others. 

le t’s Ch at

Call: 1-888-986-8148

aPPly online: education.cu-portland.edu/apply

QUestions: education.cu-portland.edu

eMail: admissions@education.cu-portland.edu

Master of Arts 
in Teaching

ONLINE
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Mat 501
Issues, Ethics, and Equity
3 credits

Mat 503
Planning and Instruction: Elementary 
3 credits

Mat 536 
Evaluation and Assessment of Learning: Elementary 
3 credits

Mat 548 
Classroom Management
3 credits 

Mat 556
The Whole Child and Learning
3 credits

Mat 560
Curriculum & Instruction: Math 
3 credits

Mat 563 
Curriculum & Instruction: Reading and Language Arts 
3 credits

Mat 567 
Integrating Social Studies, Science, and the Arts
3 credits

Mat 590 
Differentiating for the Learning Community
3 credits

edel 531
Strategies and Materials for Teaching English-Learners
3 credits

Mat 552
Practicum: Elementary 
3 credits

Mat 592 
Student Teaching: Elementary 
6 credits

CoUrse lis t

Master of arts 
in teaChing

4



Cre d it- h oU r 
Prog r a M

Master of arts 
in teaChing

CoUrse desCriP tions

Mat 501
Issues, Ethics, 

and Equity 
3 credits

This course reviews myriad educational trends and issues that 
impact teaching and learning. It also explores how and why to 
promote character development among students, and focuses 
on the importance of professional ethics. The course addresses 
systemic inequities, bias, and other factors that serve as barriers 
to students in the current educational system. This course is 
highly interactive and employs team presentations, robust 
discussion, and small-group learning. 

Mat 503
Planning and 

Instruction: 
Elementary 

3 credits

This course is designed to equip elementary education 
candidates with skills for student-centered instruction. These 
include best practices in unit planning, lesson planning, teaching 
strategies, and presentation methods. In addition, this course 
introduces the edTPA portfolio process.

Mat 536
Evaluation and 
Assessment of 

Learning: Elementary 
3 credits

This course examines a variety of assessment tools and methods 
that impact the practices of elementary-level classroom teachers. 
As a result of this course, candidates will acquire a foundational 
understanding of assessment literacy and application within the 
education profession.

Mat 548
Classroom 

Management-
Elementary 

3 credits

This course prepares candidates to organize and manage all 
aspects of an elementary classroom: discipline, scheduling, 
student assessment, record-keeping, grouping, classroom 
environment, and curriculum. It focuses on the development 
of effective parent communication skills and the need to 
establish a healthy classroom rapport that promotes student 
learning. It helps candidates develop sensitivity, knowledge, 
and skills for working with students and families from 
culturally, racially, and ethnically diverse backgrounds, as well 
as students with special needs. 

Cre d it- h oU r 
Prog r a M

Concordia University–Portland’s online Master of Arts 
in Teaching is a 39 credit hour degree program. 
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Cre d it- h oU r 
Prog r a M

Master of arts 
in teaChing CoUrse desCriP tions (Cont.)

This course explores the development of the whole child from early 
childhood through early adolescence. Candidates will consider biological and 
environmental influences that impact the lives of children as development 
levels across domains are addressed. With this understanding, candidates will 
investigate a variety of learning theories and practices and develop a personal 
pedagogy for teaching.

Mat 556
The Whole Child 

and Learning 
3 credits

Mat 560
Curriculum and 

Instruction: 
Math 

3 credits

This course prepares candidates for the role of teaching math in the preschool 
and elementary classroom. The course provides candidates with a varied 
repertoire of teaching skills and methods for teaching math in a way that is 
interesting, engaging, and informative, and leads toward goals and objectives 
of the state, the school, and the teacher. In addition, the candidate will use state 
standards to develop lesson plans and a unit plan in math. 

Mat 563
Curriculum and 

Instruction: 
Reading and 

Language Arts 
3 credits

This course provides candidates the knowledge and resources necessary 
to provide PK-8 instruction and assessment in reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening. Candidates will: understand the essential components of the 
reading/writing process; learn reliable procedures and resources for teaching 
beginning and developmental reading; be equipped to use a diagnostic 
teaching approach to literacy; and be introduced to various instructional tools 
and methods that meet the diverse needs of learners, including students with 
indicators of dyslexia. 

Mat 567
Integrating 

Social Studies, 
Science, and 

the Arts 
3 credits

Through this course, teacher candidates will develop skills in content 
integration, using science and social studies as themes for planning. Candidates 
will be provided with a varied repertoire of teaching skills and methods for 
integrating social studies, science, and the arts in a manner that is interesting, 
engaging, and informative. Support will be given as candidates develop an 
integrated unit plan that aligns with current National and State standards.

This course helps teacher candidates consider a variety of student 
backgrounds and needs (e.g. students with learning disabilities, 
students with indicators of dyslexia, and students who have been 
impacted by trauma). The course includes research and strategies 
that promote differentiated instruction, cultural responsiveness, 
and community building within the general-education classroom.

Mat 590
Differentiating for the 
Learning Community 

3 credits
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The community I found 
at Concordia University 
majorly contributed 
to my success in the 
program and the passion 
I felt for teaching.

- Ashley ReveRmAn, mAT ’18

le t’s Ch at

Call: 1-888-986-8148

aPPly online: education.cu-portland.edu/apply 

QUestions: education.cu-portland.edu

eMail: admissions@education.cu-portland.edu
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Cre d it- h oU r 
Prog r a M

Master of arts 
in teaChing CoUrse desCriP tions (Cont.)

This course helps students develop skills needed to teach 
English to speakers of other languages. These skills include the 
ability to implement various methods of language teaching, the 
ability to develop curriculum materials in ESOL, the assessment 
of student proficiency in second language use, and the ability 
to involve parents and the community in second language 
education programs.

edel 531
Strategies and Materials 

for Teaching English-
Learners  
3 credits

Mat 552
Practicum: 

Elementary  
3 credits

The practicum is one of two clinical experiences required to 
obtain the Oregon PK–12 Preliminary Teaching License, with an 
elementary multiple-subjects endorsement. MAT candidates 
complete eight weeks at their assigned school, teaching as often 
as possible and participating in all classroom activities.  
Prerequisites: State fingerprinting required

Student teaching is one of two clinical experiences required to 
obtain the Oregon PK-12 Preliminary Teaching License, with an 
elementary multiple-subjects endorsement. This course is a 
12-week, full-time immersion into all aspects of classroom life. 
Candidates are assigned to an elementary classroom and assume 
the numerous roles of a teacher as they work up to a full-time 
instructional load. Student teachers create and teach one edTPA 
portfolio and attend professional seminars during this semester.  
Prerequisites: State fingerprinting required

Mat 592
Student Teaching: 

Elementary 
6 credits
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le t’s Ch at

Call: 1-888-986-8148

aPPly online: education.cu-portland.edu/apply 

QUestions: education.cu-portland.edu

eMail: admissions@education.cu-portland.edu
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U. s.  Citiz ens  
or PerM a nent residents

Completed online application:  
education.cu-portland.edu/apply

Applicants must have earned a bachelor’s degree or higher 
from a regionally accredited institution

Official transcripts from a regionally accredited college/
university with posted bachelor’s or master’s degree. For your 
convenience, please sign the transcript release form if you would 
like Concordia University-Portland to request official transcripts 
on your behalf.

Résumé that lists education, recent work experience, and any 
experiences in education settings or with youth.

Applicants must have a cumulative undergraduate  
GPA of 2.8 or higher* and a GPA of 3.0 or higher for any 
graduate courses taken.

 A one to two-page letter of intent stating why the candidate 
wishes to become a teacher, why they are considering Concordia 
University-Portland, and where they see themselves five years 
from now (both personally and professionally).

Two confidential letters of reference dated within the last year. 
We ask that your references state how they know you, how they 
have seen you interact with children or youth or in an educational 
setting, and how they feel you will be as a teacher. .

sAT, ACT, GRe or Praxis Core (reading, writing and math 
subtests):   Only one of these tests is required. Cut scores required 
for licensure may vary by state. 

Acknowledgement Form

Interview 

Our Enrollment Specialists are always available to answer 
any questions you may have. But, it’s ultimately up to you 
to determine whether a degree program meets your needs 
and meets the standards of the state in which you work. 
We suggest contacting the appropriate state agency, state 
department of education, employer, or school district to 
make this determination before applying for or enrolling in 
this program. 

Once you successfully complete the program and receive 
your Oregon Preliminary Teaching License, you may use the 
Oregon license to fulfill the teacher-preparation program/
teaching credential requirement of the preliminary 
licensure process for the state of California.

After the five-year Preliminary Multiple Subject Teaching 
Credential from California is received, teachers must 
complete the required steps to receive the permanent Clear 
Credential within five years: https://www.ctc.ca.gov/docs/
default-source/leaflets/cl561.pdf?sfvrsn=10

a dMission reQUireMents

le t’s Ch at

Call: 1-888-986-8148

aPPly online: education.cu-portland.edu/apply 

QUestions: education.cu-portland.edu

eMail: admissions@education.cu-portland.edu

mAsTeR OF ARTs 
In Te AChInG

* Conditional admission may be granted to students who do not 
meet the 2.80 undergraduate GPA requirement if they pass the NES 
Elementary Education Exam (Subtests I and II). 
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a ddition a l liCensUre 
reQUireMents

It is highly recommended that MAT candidates take/pass 
the tests listed below before their program starts. The MAT 
program does not provide test preparation. All fingerprinting 
and testing must be completed prior to the clinical 
experiences.  Candidates who do not have the necessary 
passing scores may not begin their clinical experiences until 
their testing is complete.

ORelA Protecting student and Civil Rights in the 
educational environment exam
www.orela.nesinc.com 
Passing score = 240

nes elementary education exam 
www.orela.nesinc.com 
MSE: Subtests I and II
Passing score = 220

state fingerprinting is required.

PerforM a nCe- b a sed a ssessMent

edTPA
The culminating project for the MAT program is a 
performance-based assessment completed during the 
student teaching experience. edTPA evaluates candidates’ 
ability to plan and implement lessons, assess their own 
teaching efficacy, and adapt their practices accordingly. The 
MAT coursework and optional workshops offered during the 
program will help candidates prepare for edTPA. Concordia 
MAT candidates get to complete edTPA two times and submit 
their best assessment for evaluation.

To learn more about California’s Multiple Subject Teaching 
Credential requirements, please visit: https://www.ctc.
ca.gov/docs/default-source/leaflets/cl561.pdf?sfvrsn=10

mAsTeR OF ARTs 
In Te AChInG
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aPPly online today at 
EDUCATION.CU-POrTLAND.EDU/APPLy
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