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Design Manual References

Chap 6: Bennett et al. (2019, pp. 243-245) 
DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.25043.22567

http://lowtechpbr.restoration.usu.edu/manual/chap06/
http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.25043.22567


What is a consultation? Vs. Permit?

• Inquiry
• Application

Consultation

• Review 
proposed 
actions

• Determine if 
permit 
needed and if 

Regulatory

Determination

• Timelines
• What’s 

Permitted
• Conditions

Permit

“Thanks for notification, no permit is necessary.”
- If this is outcome, just get a paper trail of that… 

(whether triggered by inquiry or application)
- Let the regulator decide that every time 



Regulator responds to what you ask for… 
make sure you ask for right thing.

Chap 6: Bennett et al. (2019, pp. 243-245) 
DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.25043.22567

http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.25043.22567


Why is permitting so 
variable from State to 
State?

• Drivers are Acts, Statutes, Policies, 
Programs @ Federal, State & Local levels

• Interpretation of “new” practices under 
regulatory requirements not written for 
low-tech 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/water/manage/restoration/?cid=stelprdb1044707


Non-Exhaustive List of Agencies to Consult With

Chap 6: Bennett et al. (2019, pp. 244) 
DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.25043.22567

http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.25043.22567


Recognize low-tech is NEW
for many regulators

From: Pocket Guide: Wheaton et al. (2019, p 57)
DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.28222.13123/1

& Elaborated in Chap 6: Bennett et al. (2019, pp. 245) 
DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.25043.22567

http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.28222.13123/1
http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.25043.22567


What of design to submit… What not to:

From page 20 of Pocket Guide; Wheaton et al. (2019) 
DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.28222.13123/1

Provide enough for regulator to make informed decision, 
But not so much detail that you don’t have flexibility

http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.28222.13123/1


Can I ask for permit for just that?

From page 20 of Pocket Guide; Wheaton et al. (2019) 
DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.28222.13123/1

• Ask for permit for complex with ± count 
on number of structures in it (give you 
latitude) 
• Don’t ask for permit for precise (i.e. 

13 structures)
• Ask for permit with range (e.g. 4 

complexes totaling 12-20 structures)
• Is it possible to ask for permit over 

multiple years or phase (e.g. to cover 
pilot, phase 1, phase 2, maintenance 
and/or adaptive management)?

http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.28222.13123/1


Water Rights… Rapidly Evolving 
Don’t be Afraid, Its New, But maturing to a process

2017
2018

2019

https://idwr.idaho.gov/files/legal/guidance/Stream-Channel-Alteration-Memo-BDA.pdf
https://www.waterrights.utah.gov/wrinfo/policy/20181228-Policy%20for%20Beaver%20Dam%20Analogue%20(BDA)%20Construction.pdf


Summary Guidance
From: Pocket Guide: Wheaton et al. (2019, p 57)

DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.28222.13123/1
& Elaborated in Chap 6: Bennett et al. (2019, pp. 245) 

DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.25043.22567

• Patience
• Trust
• Empathy
• Realistic Expectations

http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.28222.13123/1
http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.25043.22567
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