
Order of Service Life Reflections 
 
Ivory Mae Glenn Graham, 97, of Bolton, MA, passed away peacefully 
in her home on Sunday morning, November 8, 2020. 
 
Mrs. Graham was born in York County, SC, the oldest child of the 
late Samuel and Bessie (Dulin) Glenn. Although her formal education 
ended in the fifth grade, she resumed her studies as an adult to obtain 
her high school equivalency diploma.  
 
She worked tirelessly for over eighty years, caring for others: her  
children, her relatives, and her communities. Some of her jobs were 
babysitter, cotton picker, sharecropper, housekeeper, flower arranger, 
seamstress, community organizer, and food and nutrition educator. Of 
all the jobs she did, she enjoyed doing the Lord’s work the most. As a 
missionary, she visited the sick and shut-in, helped those in need, and 
raised money for charitable causes. She was a past president of the 
missionary board, a class leader, and a lay council member at Belmont 
AME Zion Church in Worcester, MA, and served as a missionary at 
her home church, Green Pond United Methodist Church in Clover, 
SC.  
 
She was predeceased by her husband of 62 years, Willie Alexander 
Graham; her six brothers: Samuel, JW, Bill, Robert, John and Perry 
Glenn, and three sisters:  Johnsie Brodhead, Lovenia Meeks, and 
Queen Tolson. 
 
 She loved her children unconditionally, and always put them first. 
They are Gloria (Sam) Bracey of Worcester, MA, Lemuel (Kaye) 
Graham of Clover, SC, Lorenia Smith of Puyallup, WA, Louis      
Graham of Spartanburg, SC, Linda Graham (Tobe Barksdale) of    
Bolton, MA, Lisa Graham and Lloyd Graham, both of Gastonia, NC. 
In addition to her children, she is survived by her sister, Mary Patricia 
Andrews of Worcester, MA, and her sister-in-law, Eloise Glenn of 
Tacoma, WA; 14 grandchildren, 24 great-grandchildren and two great
-great grandchildren, and numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and 
friends. 
 
Ivory would often say, “If you can’t say anything nice about anyone, 
don’t say anything at all.” She loved everyone, and everyone who 
knew her, adored her.  
 
 
 

Prelude 
 
Procession  
 
Invocation                                     Rev. Ronnie Jeffcoat, Officiant 
                               Green Pond United Methodist Church, Clover, SC 
 
Musical Selection     
 
Scriptures:  
Old Testament   Psalm 90:1-12 NKJV                                                         
                    Deacon Virgil Burroughs, Nephew  
 
New Testament     John 14:1-6                          Rev. Doris Neal, Niece  
 
Prayer of Comfort                                            Dr. Darryl Jackson 

 
Reflections of Love                       
 Rev. Dr. Lester McCorn, President, Clinton College 
 Kenny Glenn, Nephew 
 Tiffaney Graham, Granddaughter 
 
Musical Selection     
 
Words of Comfort                                       Rev. Marvin Caldwell 
                  Tuckers Grove United Methodist Church, Iron Station, NC 
 
Committal 
 
Recessional    
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Interment will be held privately                                                                            
at Green Pond United Methodist Church Cemetery, Clover, SC. 

 



Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies. 
The heart of her husband safely trusts her; So he will have no lack of gain. 

She does him good and not evil All the days of her life. 
She seeks wool and flax, And willingly works with her hands. 
She is like the merchant ships, She brings her food from afar. 

She also rises while it is yet night, And provides food for her household,                           
And a portion for her maidservants. 

She considers a field and buys it; From her profits she plants a vineyard. 
She girds herself with strength, And strengthens her arms. 

She perceives that her merchandise is good, And her lamp does not go out by night. 
She stretches out her hands to the distaff, And her hand holds the spindle. 

She extends her hand to the poor, Yes, she reaches out her hands to the needy. 
She is not afraid of snow for her household, For all her household                                          

is clothed with scarlet. 
She makes tapestry for herself; Her clothing is fine linen and purple. 

Her husband is known in the gates, When he sits among the elders of the land. 
She makes linen garments and sells them, And supplies sashes for the merchants. 

Strength and honor are her clothing; She shall rejoice in time to come. 
She opens her mouth with wisdom, And on her tongue is the law of kindness. 

She watches over the ways of her household, And does not eat the bread of idleness. 
Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and he praises her: 

“Many daughters have done well, But you excel them all.” 
Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a woman who fears the LORD, she 

shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands, And let her own                                  
works praise her in the gates. 

               Provers 31: 10-31 NKJV 
 

Pall Bearers 
Grandsons and Nephews 

 

Flower Bearers 
Granddaughters and Nieces 

 

Acknowledgement 
Perhaps you sent a lovely card,  

or sat quietly in a chair; 
Perhaps you sent beautiful flowers, 

If so, we saw them there. 
Perhaps you spoke kind words 

As any friend would say; 
Perhaps you were not there at all’ 

Just thought of us that day.  
Whatever you did to console the heart, We thank you so much, what-

ever your part. May God bless each and every one of you. 

The Family of Ivory Mae Graham 
 

 
 
 

Celebrating                     
the Life and Legacy of  

Mrs. Ivory Mae Graham 

August 23, 1923 - November 8, 2020   
 

Saturday, November 14, 2020 at 2:00 PM 
St. Johns Missionary Baptist Church                                                          

1282 Bradford Heights Road, Gastonia, North Carolina 
 

Dr. Darryl Jackson, Senior Pastor 
Reverend Ronnie Jeffcoat, Officiating   

Green Pond United Methodist Church, Clover, SC  

Services Were Entrusted to:                                                                      
Gregory Funeral Service, Inc. | 601 N. York Street                                                                                                                             
Gastonia, North Carolina 28052  | 704 867 4364                                                                                              

http://www.gregoryfuneralservice.com

