
By an Unknown Author 
(Modified to read “mother” instead of grandmother) 

 
We had a wonderful mother, 

One who never really grew old; 
Her smile was made of sunshine, 

And her heart was solid gold; 
Her eyes were as bright as shining stars, 

And in her cheeks fair roses you see. 
We had a wonderful mother, 

And that’s the way it will always be. 
But take heed, because 

She’s still keeping an eye on all of us, 
So let’s make sure 

She will like what she sees. 
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With deep appreciation and gratitude, we wish to express our sincere 
thanks to the many friends for cards, messages, flowers and other expres-

sions of  kindness and sympathy shown during our bereavement.  

May God bless each and every one of  you. We shall always remember you. 
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 Mrs. Merion Neely Rippy was born June 29, 1916 in 
Bowling Green, South Carolina to the late Mattie Carlton 
Neely and  Henry Neely. She later moved to Gastonia, North 
Carolina where she married the late William Rippy.  

 Merion N. Rippy was a member of Mount Calvary 
Baptist Church and a true servant of the Lord, giving her prais-
es to him each and every day. Merion was a hard worker as a 
maid and a cook. She loved cooking for family and friends and 
sitting down to enjoy her favorite evening television shows 
with her husband. She also loved her Sunday-best hats and her 
pet cats. 

 Mama, Grandma, Grams were the names that Merion 
was known as by her beloved grandchildren She was a great 
storyteller and shared many wonderful stories with her children 
and her children’s children.  She always had the softest smile 
and her hugs were the best. Merion was at her happiest  when 
her children were home and surrounding her.  

 She made the best biscuits like nobody’s business with 
smothered chicken and many other delicious meals. She made 
and did everything with love and it truly showed. 

 After giving so many years of love and being so loved 
by many, she transitioned from this world to her new heavenly 
home on November 22, 2020. 

 Merion was preceded in death by seven of her children, 
Elizabeth Watson, Lester Ray Neely, Jesse Neely, Katherine 
Fredrick, Willie Bee Campbell, Elijah Rippy, Raymond Rippy, 
and grandson Donnie Rippy.  

 In life, her children Walter  Lee, Ida R. Patterson, 
Ralph (Gwen), Leo, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, great–
great grandchildren, loving niece Ethel  Cooke, and other fami-
ly members and friends will continue to cherish her memory.  
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