
OBITUARY 
 

Mr. Raphiel Watson Warren, son of the late Laciel              
and Marie Watson Warren, was born on October 3, 1942.  He 
passed away peacefully on September 1, 2021, in his home at 
6:19 p.m. His battle with serious medical issues over the years 
showed his courage in facing life challenges with a smile.               
Despite the pain, Raphiel came out a hero and stayed strong 
until the end. 

 
 Raphiel was a graduate of Reid High School and 
worked as a custodian for over 30 years at Gaston County 
Schools. He was a faithful member and trustee at St. John’s 
Missionary Baptist Church. While he also held many other  
positions at the church during his membership, one thing he 
loved the most was singing on the choir. He will always be 
remembered for singing “Cooling Water” and “Smile.” 
 
 He was preceded in death in addition to his mother and 
father, by his brother Marshall Warren. 
  
 Raphiel is survived by his wife Rosalind Warren; his 
daughter Latoya Kelly and two sons: Daneallion Clinton and 
Durand Armstrong; brother Hazel Phillips; two grandchildren: 
Je’Van Kelly and Chaunae’ Kelly; brothers-in-law: Lee 
Marvin Durham, Anthony Pagan, Pierre McElhaney 
(Channon), Terry Gilmore, Roscoe Hull, and Jonathan Hull; 
sisters-in-law: Sabreda Smith (Juan), Carolyn Dunlap (Brown), 
Kristy Anderson (Durian), Legurtha Hull, Pam Stowe 
(Maurice), Alissa Smith, and Stephanie Armstrong (Darren); 
and a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.  

“The Heavenly Grocery Store”  
 

I was walking down life’s highway, a long time ago, and one 
day I saw a sign which read, “Heaven’s Grocery Store.” As                
I got a little closer, the door came open wide, and when I came 
to myself, I was standing inside.  I saw a host of angels who 
were standing everywhere. One handed me a basket and said, 
“Child, shop with care.” Everything a Christian needed was in 
that Grocery Store, and all you couldn’t carry, you could come 
back for more.  
 
First, I got some PATIENCE, LOVE was in the same row; fur-
ther down was UNDERSTANDING, you need that everywhere 
you go. I got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or two of faith, 
and I just couldn’t miss the HOLY GHOST, for it was all over 
the place. 
 
I stopped to get some STRENGTH and COURAGE to help me 
run this race. By then my basket was getting full, but I remem-
bered I needed some GRACE. 
 
I didn’t forget SALVATION, for salvation was always free, so             
I tried to get enough of that to save both you and me. Then I 
started to the counter to pay my grocery bill, for I thought that  
I had everything to do my Master’s will.  
 
As I went up the aisle, I saw PRAYER, I just had to put that in, 
for I know when I stepped outside, I would run right into sin. 
PEACE and JOY were plentiful, they were there on the last 
shelf, SONGS and PRAISES were hanging near, so I just helped 
myself. 
 
Then I said to the angel, “Now how much do I owe?” He just 
smiled and said, “Take them everywhere you go.” Again, I 
smiled at him said, “Really, how much do I owe?” He smiled 
again and said, “MY CHILD, JESUS PAID YOUR BILL A 
LONG TIME AGO.” 
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-Note of Thanks- 
 
The family of Raphiel Warren deeply appreciates 
all acts of kindness, concern, and love during our 
time of bereavement. We pray that God will 
bless you richly and keep you this day and in 
years to come.  
 
 
 
Special thanks to Gregory Funeral Service for 
your sympathetic, professionalism during our 
difficult time. At a time when our family needed 
support, you were there. Your sympathy and 
thoughtfulness will always be remembered with 
deep appreciation. May God bless you and keep 
you.  
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