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Velma Delore

 THORNTON

Velma Delore Thornton Tolbert was born to 
Pleas and Mary James Thornton in Mid-
way, Alabama on March 24, 1918. She 

grew up in Midway, Alabama. Velma departed 
this life on February 7, 2019 at the age of 100. 

She attended school in the Hayes Hill Communi-
ty, Midway, Alabama. At an early age she joined 
Hayes Hill Baptist Church in Midway, Alabama 
and later joined Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Union 
Springs, Alabama. 

She married the late Deacon Andrew Tolbert Sr. 
on August 30, 1947. 

She was the next to youngest of sixteen children 
all of whom preceded her in death. She was also 
preceded in death by one son, Andrew Tolbert Jr., 
Union Springs, Alabama and two grandson Pleas 
Tolbert Pheonex, Arizona, Fletcher Tolbert, Val-
ley, Alabama

Velma leaves to cherish her memories: two 
sons, Oliver Tolbert, Midway, Alabama; 

Robert Tolbert, Midway, Alabama; 
one daughter Norcleatha Tolbert, 
Lorton, Virginia; and a host of 
nieces, nephews, grandchil-
dren, great grandchildren, and 

other family and friends. 

Fletcher LeWayne Tolbert was born to Nor-
cleatha Tolbert and Fletcher Ellison in 
Tuskegee, Alabama on January 7, 1984. He 

grew up in Midway, Alabama. Fletcher departed 
this life on February 6, 2019. 

He graduated from Bullock County High School in 
Union Springs, Alabama as a member of the Class 
of 2004. He graduated from Southern Union State 
Community College in Opelika, Alabama with an 
Associates Degree in Engineering and Design 
Technology in May 2014. Fletcher began working 
at Mando America in 2014 and had recently been 
promoted to a Quality Lab Technician. 

He was preceded in death by one brother, Pleas 
Tolbert, Phoenix, Arizona and joined by one lov-
ing grandmother, Velma Tolbert, Union Springs, 
Alabama. 

Fletcher leaves to cherish his memories: moth-
er, Norcleatha Tolbert, Lorton, Virginia; father, 
Fletcher Ellison, Midway, Alabama; four sisters, 
Vanessa Ellison, Atlanta, Georgia; LaTarsha El-
lison-Shepherd, Midway, Alabama; Ashshanae 
Chew, Lorton, Virginia; Ashley Tolbert, San Jose, 
California; one loving grandmother, Artie Bell 
Ellison, Century, Florida; one daughter, Haleigh 
Sorina Tolbert; special friend, Darmesha Tyson, 
Valley, Alabama; and a host of other friends and 
family. 

...Celebrating the Life of... Fletcher L. Tolbert
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 •  
CASKET BEARERS
Family and Friends

 •  

FLOWER BEARERS
Family  and Friends

 •  

INTERMENT
Mt. Zion Baptist Cemetary

 •  

REPAST
Fellowship Hall Mt. Zion Baptist Church

The family wishes 
to extend heartfelt 
thanks and deep 

appreciation for the 
prayers, countless 

acts of kindness and 
expressions of love 
during our time of 

bereavement


