
                                                             OBITUARY 


                                                                    For 

                                                      Mrs Effie Jane Kindred 

We come together today not to mourn the passing of an institution but to celebrate the life 
of an American mother.  

Effie Jane Kindred, known to most people in her younger years as “Dot” and later as 
“Miss Effie”, was born November 10, 1908 in Cecil,  Alabama. She attended Jones Chapel 
Elementary School and resided in Bullock County her entire life. For the past 11 years 
she had been a resident of Southern Springs nursing home,  where she reluctantly moved 
to at the age of 99, still insisting she could “Take care of myself”. 

Putting the year 1908 in perspective, if you know anything about politics, like old we-
stern movies, use perfume or like football, you have probably heard these names: Lyndon 
Johnson, Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, Jimmy Stewart, Betty Davis, Ethel Mer-
man, Nelson Rockefeller, Joseph McCarthy, Joan Crawford, Estee Lauder, Ian Fleming 
and Paul Brown, were all born the same year as Miss Effie. That is the year the first pro-
duction Ford Model T was built. The first year the ball signifying the new year was drop-
ped in Times Square not only signifying the start of a new year but the year that would 
give life to a phenomenal person. 

She remembered the major wars because she lived them. She had a brother-in-law that ser-
ved in WWI, a brother in WWII, a nephew in the Korean war and a son who served in 
Vietnam.  

Effie accepted Christ in her life at an early age and joined Mountain View Baptist Chur-
ch. Of course she had to abandon Mountain View after falling in love and marrying into 
a family of African Methodist Episcopalians, to a guy named Charlie D. (Dan) Kindred, 
her husband for over 60 years. At this time she joined his family church - Jones Chapel 
AME Zion Church where she served for many years as a Missionary, Class leader, Sun-
day School Teacher, and on the Usher Board. 

She is the proud mother of 7 children. Losing one of her twin boys at age five due to com-
plications from measles and her eldest son James in December 2000. She is survived by 5 
children and their spouses; Ruby, Effie, William (Brenda) Sam (Shirley), Susie and 
James lovely wife Dorothy also called Dot, and one God-Daughter - Australia A. Tolliver. 

She celebrated her 110th birthday this past November 10, and, went to join her soul mate 
Dan on April 10, 2019. She fought the good fight but her body just wore out. 



Her parents,  William Baldwin and Leona (Reynolds) Baldwin had 16 children and all 
preceded her in death. Namely; James E. Baldwin, Jesse Baldwin, Alex Baldwin, Will 
Baldwin, O.G. Baldwin, Franklin Baldwin , Samuel Baldwin, Solomon Baldwin, Ben-
nie G. Baldwin, Mary Lee Baldwin Kindred, Ioda Baldwin Jackson, Elgirtha Baldwin 
Harvey, Frazier Baldwin Pollard, Willie Baldwin Smith and Leona Baldwin Smith. In 
2009 there were 7 siblings still alive, 3 were in their 90’s, three were in their 80’s and one 
was 101. Of those 7,  two lived 100+ years, four lived into their 90’s  and the last one was 
two months short of 90 when he passed. She also had one half sister Emma Gholston, that 
she loved as much or more that her other siblings. 

Effie is survived by fifteen (15) grandchildren: Shirley, Randolph, Larry, Morris, John-
ny, Priscilla, Ray, Isaac, Tiffany, Stefanie, Tayadra, Curtis, Pamelor, Sam, Jr. and 
Samantha. Twenty-three  (23) great-grandchildren: Carmesha, Caritta, Makita, Tiffe-
nie, RaShonda, Quateca, Deljuan, Michael, Jamaris, Demarco, Darius, Nakiaya, Jerrica, 
Mya, Dylan, Ean, Taylor, Glentoria, Glenn lll (deceased), Dremont, Faith, Josh and Jy-
lan.  And eighteen (18) great-great grandchildren. And a host of Nieces, Nephew, Cou-
sins, friends and Acquaintances across the country. 

  

She always credited her longevity to a strong belief in God, hard work and never smo-
king nor having  alcohol touch her lips. When asked the question at 100 years, what 
brought her this far in life, she stated “I lived the life that God set out for me, and I was 
happy doing it”. 

Her favorite Hymn was “This little Light of mine” 

Her favorite poem was “These old Hands” 

She loved to receive letters and card of any kind 
  
Her favorite color was purple 

Her favorite accessory was a hat - the bigger the better 

Her favorite food was anything sweet - preferably Ice cream 

And if you ever had an opportunity to hug her, you discovered you better take a deep 
breath and tighten your chest muscles because at 110 she could still squeeze the breath 
out of you.  



May she Rest In Peace - She is happy today because she and Dan are sitting on the porch 
in Heaven talking. They were the two most talkative people you have ever seen. Siblings 
are still trying to figure out what the heck they found to talk about so much. 

Thanks to all the people who visited and those who would always ask how Miss Effie was 
doing. The family appreciates your prayers over the years as well, they obviously worked. 

A special thanks goes out to the management and staff of the Southern Springs Nurs-
ing Home and Rehab Center for their care and patience over the past 11 years.  


