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The visits you made comforted us, the sustenance you brought 

sustained us, and your kind words consoled us. The floral 

arrangement you sent brought joy to us, the prayers you 

prayed lifted us, and the songs you sang cheered us. We thank 

you so much what you did to console our hearts. May God 

continue to bless each of you!

The Family

Services Under the Direction of 

Our Brightest Star
For some you shined near, for some you shined from afar

You never stopped shining, you were our brightest star

Like a light you brightened every heart you touched, 
Maybe that’s why we miss you so much

Your selfless giving, you always went the extra mile
You took care of us all, and never lost your smile

The moments we’ve shared, the love and the laughter
You’re in God’s hands now, and we’ll see you in the hereafter

We’ll never forget your kindness and compassion, 
But most of all, we’ll remember all your high fashion

You were a mother, sister, grandmother, niece, 
cousin, and friend

We miss you, but we know we will see you again

In the coming days as we try to heal from our scars,
We’ll look towards Heaven and remember our brightest star

The Family

Marlene “Binky” 
Harris Gilbert



Obituary
Ms. Marlene “Binky” Harris Gilbert, was born Marlene 
Denise Harris in Wake County on November 27, 1967. She was 
the daughter of the late Evelyn McClain and James Adams. 
She departed this life on Sunday, December 4, 2022. 

Binky graduated from Apex High School in 1986. She became 
an active member of Oak Grove Missionary Baptist Church at 
a young age. Binky was also a faithful member in the Davis 
Spiritual Lights Ensemble. In all that she did, she was a true 
woman of God. 

Marlene was preceded in death by her brother, Shon McClain, 
and special aunt, Ann Harris.

Binky leaves to cherish her memories: her former spouse, 
Orlando Gilbert of Raleigh, NC; five children, Eric (Carla) 
Richardson of Garner, NC, Orlando Gilbert II of Holly 
Springs, NC, Amber (Marquis) Roberts of Youngstown, OH, 
Darrius (Ashley) Gilbert of Raleigh, NC, and Brian Harris 
of the home; grandchildren, Alana Palm of Garner, NC, and 
Braelyn Crowder of Raleigh, NC; two brothers and three 
sisters, Michael (Christy) Estes of Rolesville, NC, Daris Burt of 
Holly Springs, NC, Theresa Nesmith of Wendell, NC, Tiffany 
(Mohamed) Belghmi of Raleigh, NC, and Rasheda (Mark)
Sanders of Charlotte, NC; special brother/cousin, Rodney 
(Pam) Harris of Raleigh, NC; aunt/mother, Effie Harris of 
Raleigh, NC; special niece and nephew, Lashauna Jarrett 
of Holly Springs and Benjamin Butler of Raleigh, NC; and 
several beloved aunts, uncles, and a number of bonus children. 
In addition to her children, aunts, and grandchildren, she has 
left behind a host of cousins, nieces, nephews, other relatives, 
and friends. 

Order of Service
Processional.............................................................The Family

Solo............................................................Elder Greg Mitchell

Scripture Readings:

    Old Testament........................... Minister Cassandra Garner 

    New Testament.................................... Minister Robin Grier

Prayer of Comfort.................................. Minister Robin Grier

Solo..............................................................Sister Betty Prince

Obituary/Acknowledgements .............Dr. Latisha Judd-Smarr

Solo...................................................... Deacon Grady Walston

Eulogy.......................................................Pastor Jahmar Cobb

Solo........................................................... Mr. Milton Hopkins

Recessional..............................................................The Family

Precious Memories


