
 
When I am gone, let me go. 

I have so many things to see and do,  
You mustn’t tie yourself  to me  

with too many tears, 
But be thankful we had so many good years.  

 
I gave you my love and you can only guess, 
How much you’ve given me in happiness, 

I thank you for the love that you have shown, 
But now it is time I traveled on alone. 

 
So grieve for me a while, if  grieve you must, 
Then let your grief  be comforted by trust. 

It is only for a while that we must part, 
So treasure the memories within your heart. 

 
I won’t be far away, for life goes on. 

And if  you need me, call and I will come. 
 

Though you can’t see or touch me,  
I will be near, 

And if  you listen, with your heart, you’ll hear 
All my love around you soft and dear. 

 
And then, when you come this way alone, 

I’ll greet you with a smile and a  
“Welcome Home.” 
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Allendale Community Funeral Home 
 

The children of  the late  
Mamie Smokes Graham 

 would like to extend sincere gratitude for  
the support that was shown to us during our 
time of  bereavement. May God bless each of  

you in a very special way.   
 

We would like to extend a special thanks to  
Mrs. Jenny, Annette, Glinda, Lavonne & Mae; 

and Regency Hospice of  Lexington, SC.  
 

The Family 

Who can find a virtuous woman? 
For her price is far above rubies. 

~Proverbs 31:10 



 

 
 

Prelude ...................................................... Soft Music 

 
Opening Selection ................................... Kara Troy 

 
Scripture Readings 
Old Testament .............. Reverend Bernice Graves 
New Testament ................ Bishop Tommie L. Doe 

 
Prayer ................................. Bishop Tommie L. Doe 

 
Reflections .................... Deacon Tom Washington 
 (cousin/neighbor) 

 
Acknowledgements ........... Allendale Community 
 Funeral Home 

 
Solo ............................................................ Kara Troy 

 
Words of  Comfort ....... Reverend Bernice Graves 
 Second Mt. Calvary Baptist Church, Pastor 

 
Committal Service, Prayer and Benediction 

  
Remarks .................................... Betty D. Strudwick 
      Funeral Director 
 
 

 

 

Mamie Katrina Smokes Graham, was one of eight children 
born to the late Chester Smokes and Hattie Erwin Smokes on 
November 18, 1920 in the Bull Pond Community of Allendale 
County, South Carolina where she grew up.   
 

Mamie was educated in Allendale County Schools. She 
enjoyed riding to Ervington Baptist Church on a horse drawn 
buggy with her parents and siblings where she gave her life to 
Christ and was baptized when she was a very young girl.  She 
often talked about how she enjoyed church with her family as 
a child. 
 

Mamie took so much pride in working hard and raising her 
children, grandchildren and great grands. She loved her family 
so much. She loved cooking for her family and making sure 
that everything was kept clean. 
 

Mamie was first married to Willie McMillian. Later on in life, 
she shared vows of marriage with the late Freddie Graham. 
Mamie and Freddie were blessed to raise their children in 
their home along with several grandchildren and great 
grands.  
 

Mamie started working early in life, always worked hard and 
enjoyed working. She was indeed a true workaholic. She 
worked many years for the local dry cleaners and later in life 
retired from Allendale County Health Department where she 
also worked for more than 20 years.  
 

As years passed, Mamie continued taking care of her family 
and her home until her health started to decline.  God knew 
Mamie was growing weak and tired. Her course on Earth was 
ending. On Saturday morning at 1:00 a.m., God called on 
“Mamie” to come home. Mamie was ready to finally be with 
her Lord.  
 

She was preceded in death by her son, Gardner “Dr. Scoop” 
McMillian.  
 

Cherishing everlasting memories are her children: Willa 
Youmans of Allendale, SC, Tyrone (Lula) Montague of Eden, 
GA, Mabel (Louis) Dix, Malinda (Bentrice) Frazier and 
McCorskey Graham all of Allendale, SC; a host of 
grandchildren, great grandchildren, nieces and nephews; six 
sisters-in-law; two brothers-in-law; and loving family 
members and dear friends. 

Those we loved remained with us, 
For love itself  lives on. 

Cherished memories never fade, 
Because a loved one is gone. 
Those we love can never be, 
More than a thought apart. 

For as long as there are memories, 
They’ll live on in our hearts. 


