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Mother, Grandmother, Friend                                                                                                       
Philanthropist                                                                                                            

Life Member Na onal Council of Negro Women                                               
Life Member NAACP                                                                                                           

Member Na onal United Church Ushers Associa on of America, Inc. 
Life Member Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated                   

 
 

“Rendering Exceptional Service White Demonstrating Deep Compassion”                                                     

301 West Carolina Avenue                                                                                                                                  
Clinton, South Carolina                                                                                                                                         

864-833-1161                                                                                                                
www.childsfuneralhomeinc.com                                                                                                                       
info@childsfuneralhomeinc.com 

LET THE                                   
Words of my mouth                             

AND THE                                  
Meditation of my heart                            

BE ACCEPTABLE                                  
IN THY SIGHT, O LORD                                                       

My strength and                                   
my redeemer                                          

Psalm 19:14 



 

MEMORIAL SERVICE OF                     
PRAISE AND  THANKSGIVING                

FOR THE LIFE OF  

 

BORN INTO TIME                                         
December 20, 1935                                       

RECEIVED INTO ETERNITY                             
July 14, 2021                                              

AGE: 85 

 

Childs Funeral Home Chapel                      
301 West Carolina Avenue                                               

Clinton, South Carolina 

 

July 21, 2021                                     
12:00 PM 

 

Reverend Carroll Wells, Jr., Officiant                                           
Reverend Anthony Sims, Eulogist 

. -  

All that I am            
and all that          
I wish to be                  
I owe to my 

Mom  



 

Family and Friends Visitation                                                                                
11:30 AM-12:00 PM 

Order of Service for Ms. Ethel S. Jones                                                                      
Reverend Carroll Wells, Jr., Presider 

Prayer.......................................................Reverend Carroll Wells, Jr. 
                                                     Friendship AME Church, Clinton, SC  

Scripture Readings.....................................Reverend Carroll Wells, Jr. 
                                                     Friendship AME Church, Clinton, SC  

Musical Selection......................................................Deborah B. Babb                                       
                                                                     “This Little Light of Mine”                                                                              

Reflections.......................................................Ms. Lois Davis, cousin                             
                                                           Ms. Gladys Simpson, cousin                                                                                   
                Ms. Joyce Lowe, AKA Sorority sister and church member                                                                                

                                                Ms. Natalie, Woodbridge of Clinton 

Poem...................................................................Josie Maria Mitchell 
                                                                                       Family Friend 

Words of Comfort..........................................Reverend Anthony Sims  
                                                Friendship Baptist Church, Ninety Six, SC 

Musical Selection................................Friendship AME Church Choir  
                                                                                     ”I’ll Fly Away” 

Benediction 

 

 

There are those whose lives death cannot diminish.                                     
Their love radiates forever in the heart of family and friends.                           

We are grateful to God for the richness of her life and the kindness,                            
support and prayers of her friends. We thank you for the strength and                          

comfort you have provided because you care, and we pray God’s                      
richest blessings for each of you.                                                                                 

~The Family ~ 

Where life begins                  
 & love never 
ends. 

      Family                  



OBITUARY                                                                                                                              
“Those we love can never be more than a thought  away...                                                                      

for as long as there’s a memory, they live in our hearts to stay.”

Ms. Ethel Mae Simpson Jones lived every single day with faith, class, kindness and 
joy. On Wednesday, July 14, 2021 she passed peacefully into the arms of Jesus 
Christ from her residence at Woodbridge of Clinton.   

Ms. Jones was educated in the schools of Laurens County and was a 1953 graduate 
of Bell Street High School in Clinton, South Carolina. After relocating to New York 
City she earned advanced degrees from New York University, Forthom University, 
Rutgers University, the College of New Rochell and Royal Business School.  She 
was the first African American Administrative Assistant for AT&T in New York 
City and made her career as a corporate executive for Verizon before retiring after 
forty-four years.  

As a young girl, she accepted Jesus Christ as her Saviour and Lord. She was an           
active and devoted member of Abyssinian Baptist Church while residing in New 
York. Ms. Jones continued that commitment at Friendship AME Church and the 
surrounding community when she returned to Clinton, SC. 

Her love and passion for her hometown motivated her to work diligently to enrich 
the lives of  residents and advocate for the betterment of Laurens County, Clinton 
and the Martha Dendy community. Just as she did in NYC, she served on numer-
ous boards and committees in Laurens County. Ms. Jones also served on the instal-
lation committee for the appointment of Wofford University President on behalf of 
New York University.   

There are many positive adjectives to describe Ms. Jones. She was a strong-willed, 
independent, adamant, resilient, longsuffering, resolved, emotionally reserved, intro-
verted but always approachable, socially open, private, selfless, historian, caring, 
thoughtful, fashionable, determined,  disciplined, strong, giving, resourceful and a 
much loved and respected pillar of the community.  

“Goodbyes are only for those who love with their eyes; because for those                                                 
who love with their heart and soul...there is no such thing as separation.”

Ms. Jones was the devoted mother of Donzell Mitchell, Jr.; loving daughter of the 
late Walter Simpson, Sr. and the late Carrie Bell Floyd Young and cherished  
grandmother of Debasha T. Cox (Long Island City, NY), Donzell Mitchell III 
(Queens Village, NY) and Medina Mitchell (Queens Village, NY).  She is also    
lovingly survived by many extended family members and friends.  

She was a friend to all whose lives she touched and will be missed dearly. The 
memory of Ms. Ethel S. Jones will be treasured forevermore.  

                                 “The love of a Mother starts before birth.                                                           
           Her love will endure long after death.” 

LIVE A LIFE THAT MATTERS 
 

Ready or not, someday it will all come to an end. 
There will be no more sunrises, no minutes, hours or days. 

All the things you collected, whether treasured or forgo en                                                                 
will pass to someone else 

Your wealth, fame and temporal power will shrivel to irrelevance 
It will not ma er what you owned or what you were owed 

Your grudges, resentments, frustra ons, and jealousies                                                 
will finally disappear 

So, too, your hopes, ambi ons, plans, and to-do lists will expire 
The wins and losses that once seemed so important will fade away 

It won’t ma er where you came from 

It won’t ma er whether you were beau ful or brilliant 
Even your gender and skin color will be irrelevant. 

So what will ma er? 

What will ma er is not what you bought, but what you built                                        
Not what you got, but what you gave 

What will ma er is not your success, but your significance 

What will ma er is not what you learned, but what you taught 

What will ma er is every act of integrity, compassion, courage                                         
or sacrifice that enriched, empowered or encouraged others                                           

to emulate your example 

What will ma er is not your competence, but your character 

What will ma er is not how many people you knew                                                    
but how many will feel a las ng loss when you’re gone 

What will ma er is not your memories                                                                         
but the memories that live in those who loved you 

What will ma er is how long you will be remembered and for what 

Living a life that ma ers doesn’t happen by accident 
It  happens by choice - 

 

 


