
Revelation 21:3-5
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! 
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he 
will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 

has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne 
said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write 

this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
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His Story
 
Albert  “Al” Alexander Tucker was born December 20, 1955, to the late Jeannette 
and Earl Tucker in Brooklyn, New York.
 
He was educated in the NYC School system prior to moving to Warren, Ohio where 
he graduated from Western Reserve High School.  He continued his education at 
the University of Maryland.
 
Making his home in the Maryland/DC area, Al worked with Litton PRC, a Northrup 
Grumman Company providing information technology and systems-based 
solutions for U.S. Government.  He later worked for the Department of Defense 
at the Pentagon.
 
In 1988, tired of the corporate world, Al transitioned to the nonprofit sector, 
serving as the Director of Programs for the Washington Tennis Foundation (WTF) 
where he managed the Reebok Urban Youth Tennis Academy; the Fila Arthur 
Ashe Children’s Program, and the Legg Mason Tennis Tournament.
 
As his passion for tennis blossomed, he left the WTF to become the Executive 
Director of the American Tennis Association (ATA), the oldest African American 
sports organization in the United States.  It was during his tenure with the ATA, 
that Al discovered and fell in love with greater Fort Lauderdale.  During a site visit 
for the ATA, he decided to make Fort Lauderdale home and relocated in October 
1996.
 
After his tenure with the ATA, Al ventured out on his own forming Unity Event 
Management, a destination management company specializing in sporting 
events and conferences.  It was through Unity Event Management that he was 
hired as a consultant for the Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention and Visitors 
Bureau (GFLCVB).  In October 2000, Al joined the GFLCVB as the Vice President of 
Multicultural Business Development.                                                                                              
 
Throughout his years at the GFLCVB, Al was a champion for economic 
empowerment for communities of color and traveled across the country 
positioning Greater Fort Lauderdale as a premier destination for people of color.  
He has served as a tireless mentor and advocate for the community for more than 
20 years. 

Al will forever be remembered for his infectious smile, hearty laugh, and quick wit.   
 
He was a graduate of Leadership Broward Class XVIII.  He served on several boards 
and committees but the two that he cherished the most were the Board of the 
Urban League of Broward County and the Board of the 100 Black Men of Greater 
Fort Lauderdale.
 
An avid tennis player, his love for the sport traces back to Padgetts Corner Tennis 
Courts in Ft. Washington, MD.  When he relocated to South Florida, he quickly 
became a regular player at the Coral Springs Tennis Center and Welleby Tennis 
Center.  One of his proudest tennis accomplishments was being a Black Enterprise 
Golf & Tennis Champion and receiving his purple jacket.
 
When he was not on the tennis courts, he could be found at the bowling lanes. He 
also enjoyed playing scrabble and cruising.

Al leaves to cherish his loving memories, his best friend and partner of 22 years, 
Caroline Rucker of the home; a blended family of five children, Taryn A. Tucker 
of Los Angeles, California; William A. Tucker of Charlottesville, Virginia; Kendra C. 
Tucker of Atlanta, Georgia; Alexis F. Williams and husband, Sean of Kissimmee, 
Florida; Julien J. W. Henderson and wife, Fazlin Henderson of Hyattsville, Maryland; 
Daughter-in-law Shannieka Smellie of Coral Springs, Florida, five adoring 
grandchildren, Dominique A. Lynch, Taryn A. Z. Tucker,  Kennedy B. Williams, 
Ethan R. Williams, and Maison J. Henderson; two sisters, Darlene R. Greenidge, of 
Lynchburg, Virginia; Brenda M. Harris of New York City, New York; a niece, Tonya 
Greenidge of Lynchburg, Virginia; three nephews Robert and Dane Harris of New 
York City, New York; Ryan Greenidge of South Plainfield, New Jersey; and a host 
of cousins and friends.
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