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I’m Free
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free

I’m following the path God laid for me.
I took His hand when I heard him call;

I turned my back and left it all.
I could not stay another day,

To laugh, to love, to work or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way;
I found that place at the close of day.

If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship shared a laugh, a kiss;
Ah yes, these things, I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My life’s been full, I savored much;
Good friends, good times, a loved ones’ 

touch.
Perhaps my time seems all to brief;

Don’t lengthen it now with grief.
Lift up your heart and share 

with me,
God wanted me 

now, He set me 
free.



His Story
The Life of TC Terry began in Estill, South Carolina on April 24, 1943.  
He was the fourth of seven children born to the late Henry Sr. and 
Evelyn Drayton terry.  TC’s ,eternal uncle, Mose Perrin, built a house 
for his sister and her family in the Miami Community of Brownsville, 
commonly known as Brown sub.  The family relocated from South 
Carolina and began a new life in their new city and home.

TC attended Liberty City Elementary and North Dade Senior High 
School.  While attending North Dade Senior High School, he 
became an outstanding football athlete.  Although he did not 
graduate from North Dade Senior High School, he was determined 
to obtain his diploma and later earned his GED.

On April 21, 1972, TC married Hattie Mae Hall, who preceded him 
in death in 2008.  Although they did not have children from their 
union, they had a blended family of four children.

TC was a member of Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church in 
Hallandale Beach, Florida under the pastoral leadership of Rev. 
Joseph “Joe” Johnson.  He and Hattie were active members and 
served on the Ushers Ministry until they relocated to Kissimmee, 
Florida when TC retired.

During his career, TC worked in a variety of areas.  He retired 
from the City of Hallandale’s Public Works Department after a 
distinguished career.  TC’s coworkers were often treated to the 
harvest of his gardening.  He would also treat his coworkers to his 
grilling skills.

TC had a great love and mastery of gardening, fishing, cooking, 
baking and photography.  He and his brothers, Willis and Rufus, 
enjoyed many fishing adventures on the Florida waterways.  TC 
was a loving father, grandfather, brother, uncle and friend.  Those 
who had the opportunity to meet him were taken to his likeable 
and warm personality.

In addition to his parents and wife, TC was also preceded in death 
by his brothers, Henry Jr. and Rufus Chislom; sisters: Ola Mae Terry 
West and Marilyn Scott Rolle and stepdaughter Shirley Strange.

After a brief illness, during the early morning hours of December 
27, 2020, TC answered the call of his Heavenly Father to, “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give 
you rest”.

A lifetime of precious memories will live in the hearts of his 
daughter, Veronica “Ronnie” Harris (Willie) Miami Gardens, FL; son: 
Trevor “Pepe” Terry (Nicole) Hollywood, FL; stepson: Derrick Smith 
(Vivian) Orlando, FL; sister: Gritzella Perrin-Jones (Eddie) Miami 
Gardens, FL and brother: Willis Johnson (Tracey) Oakland Park, FL; 
eight grandchildren, one great grandson, two sisters-in-law: Vera 
Terry of Atlanta, GA and Linda Chislom of Longwood, FL and a host 
of loving and special nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
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