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A Song Of Living 
Because I have loved life, I shall have no sorrow to die. 

I have sent up my gladness on wings, to be lost in the blue of the 
sky. I have run and leaped with the rain, I have taken the wind to 

my breast. 
My cheek like a drowsy child to the face of the earth I have 

pressed. 
Because I have loved life, I shall have no sorrow to die. 

I have kissed young Love on the lips, I have heard his song to the 
end, 

I have struck my hand like a seal in the loyal hand of a friend. 
I have known the peace of heaven, the comfort of work done well. 
I have longed for death in the darkness and risen alive out of hell. 

Because I have loved life, I shall have no sorrow to die. 
I give a share of my soul to the world,  

when and where my course is run. 
I know that another shall finish the task I must leave undone. 
I know that no flower, nor flint was in vain on the path I trod. 

As one looks on a face through a window,  
through life I have looked on God, 

Because I have loved life, I shall have no sorrow to die.  

In Appreciation 
Your love, devotion and friendship shown in countless  
ways during the homegoing of our loved one helped  

to ease our pain and sorrow.  We acknowledge with deep gratitude the gener-
ous expressions of sympathy and we sincerely thank each of you for caring. 

The family would like to acknowledge the compassionate and loving care  
Patricia received from the entire team at North Georgia  

Community Hospice, LLC.  We are forever grateful to you. 

~The Family of Mrs. Patricia Anna Patton Rivers~ 



A Commemoration of Life  
for  

Mrs. Patricia Anna Patton Rivers 
Patricia Anna Patton Rivers, age 80, of Dalton, Georgia passed away June 17, 2022 peacefully at her 
home, surrounded by family.   
 
Patricia, known affectionately as “Pat”, “Trisha” or “Nana Anna” was born on April 20, 1942 in  
Dalton, GA to the late Fred Alfred Patton and Marie LaVelle Harlan Patton; late grandparents Delphia 
Lawrence Vinson, Agustaveous (Gus) Harlan, Alberta Black Harlan; and late sister  Martha Arlene  
Patton. 
 
She was a proud graduate of Emery Street School (Salutatorian of the Class of 1960.)  She graduated 
from Grady Memorial Hospital School of Nursing in 1963.  Patricia touched countless lives during her 
professional life as a nurse and nursing instructor. After graduating from Grady Memorial Hospital 
School of Nursing, Patricia started her career in the field of healthcare which lasted over 40 years.  She 
began her career as an RN at Hamilton Medical Center in Dalton, GA. She transitioned into the field of 
teaching and became a nursing instructor at Dalton Vocational School of Health Occupations and then 
to Dalton State College of which she retired.   Patricia loved teaching and helped place many young 
nurses on their path of medically caring for others.  In later years, during her visits to the doctor, she 
found herself being cared for by some of her former students.  
 
After retiring from Dalton State College, Patricia spent a few years as the Director of local nursing 
homes and the nurse for Regional Youth Detention Center. She finally closed the chapter of nursing 
working as the Manager of The Gardens Assisted Living Community at Royal Oaks. Throughout her 
life, Patricia felt much adoration from the Dalton healthcare community. 
 
Patricia loved to spend personal time with family. She adored her 3 grandchildren and started 
“Grandparents Camp” where she kept them for a month each summer when they were younger. She 
was a history buff and could talk about historical events for hours.  She served two terms with the 
League of Women Voters of the Dalton Area as Co-President and President.  
 
Patricia loved to dance.  She loved listening to classical music and the Blues. She also enjoyed reciting 
poetry and valued education. Patricia worked extremely hard to preserve the history of her beloved Em-
ery Street School, now The Emery Center. 
 
Patricia leaves a legacy of love, grace and compassion.  Survivors are her loving and devoted husband, 
Curtis Rivers, Jr. of Dalton, GA; daughter, Crystal (Henry) Hicks of Nashville, TN and son, Mark 

(Amanda) Rivers of Tucker, GA; siblings, Fred R. Patton of Stone Mountain, GA; and Emily (Charles) 

Love of Rome, GA; grandchildren, Henry Beecher Hicks , IV of Washington D.C., Harrison Patton 
Hicks of New York, NY and Eva Rose Rivers of Tucker, GA; nephew, Kevin (Letitia Hudson) White 

of Dalton, GA; enduring family friend, Elizabeth Smith; goddaughter, Tam Weaver; and a host of  
other relatives and friends.  

Precious Memories 


