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                  I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abibeth in me, and I in him, 

                the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing: John 15:5.
    A quiet person with a loving spirt of service to mankind. 

 
           Cornelia Vernitanell Shepphard Davis was born to the late Harry Earl Sheppard, Sr. 

and Katie Mae Walker Sheppard on November 25, 1945 in Port Gibson, MS. Cornelia transitioned 
to her eternal home January 15, 2022. Harry (brother) was the first to transition to his eternal 

home leaving Cornelia and Charles (brother) to bond closer and become more devoted to each other.

Cornelia began her walk with the Lord at Watson Chapel where she was a pianist and would later
became a life-long member of Pratt United Methodist Church until the master summoned her home. 

 
Cornelia was blessed with a large and loving family.She married the love of her life, Willie Davis in 1974.

Cornelia and Willie had two children Kimberly and Sedric Davis. Cornelia’s early life prepared her for
the many new areas she would pursue.

 
A product of the public and religious community of Claiborne County, Cornelia was nurtured by a

Christian family with a philosophy of three major elements, church, family, and education.  She was
inspired by wonderful teachers to pursue a career in education. Always an avid reader and problem

solver, becoming a Librarian and teacher for 30 years only enhanced what her mother had taught 
her as a teacher at Watson Chapel.  

 
Cornelia graduated from Addison High School in Port Gibson, MS and later furthered her education at

“The” Jackson State University and graduated with a BS and Master’s in Education. Cornelia
participated in the Heroine’s and Masonic order in an oratorical contest speaking on “The Constitution

and its’s Impact on Negros,” winning first place. Cornelia was a teacher and/or Librarian at Watkins
and Isable Elementary, Lanier, Provine and Murrah High Schools and Simpson County Schools. She

also worked in the Parent Center at Rowan Jr. High School. Cornelia was also very active in her
community and church. She worked and worked in the church choir, church kitchen, AARP,

community events and wherever service was required.
 

Cornelia is lovingly remembered by her husband Willie Herman Davis; her daughter Kimberly Lakay
Davis; her son Sedric Kinard Davis; her brother Charles Sheppard; her sisters Emma Jean Magee and

Dorothy Williams; her granddaughter Tatyana Allen; her special relatives Rosie W. Sayles, Carlos
Zachery, Eunice Robinson and Joyce Riley and many other relatives and friends.

 
Cornelia knew the life of goodness is a life with God as the center. It’s a lifestyle which recognizes that
God has placed within in each of us the potential of goodness which can be lived every day. We cannot

be at our best until we allow the spirt of God to work within us so that Jesus Christ living through us can
touch the world with goodness. 

 
 

Obituary



Order of Service
 

Program Guide, Rev. Dennis Spivey
 

Prelude/Processional……………………………………………Walk Around Heaven
Selection…………………………………..……………..…Jesus is the Center of My Joy

                                                                                                                                           Mr. Phil Ellis 
  Scripture………..……………………………..……………..……………Rev. Marvin Davis 
  Prayer….……………………………………………………..…………..…Rev. Marvin Davis 

Selection…………………………………………………………….....…Blessed Assurance
                                                                                                                                        Congregation 
Obituary…………..………….….…Read Silently………….…….…………..Soft music
Acknowledgements………………….…………………………………..…Kemba Taylor
Resolutions………...............................……….Council man Brian Grizzell
                                                                                                              City of Jackson  Ward 4
Solo……………………………………………..……………….…………….Going Up Yonder
                                                                                                                       Lakeisha Operanadi
Words of Comfort……………………………..……………………Rev. Dennis Spivey

 
Minister in Charge

Recessional….........……………….......…….Walk Around Heaven
Postlude……………………………………………...............……Melody    
 Musicians…….………………….....………....................Thomas Lee
                                                                                                                Chris Evans 
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