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“Psalm 23”
1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want.

2He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the 
still waters.

3He restoreth my soul: he leadeth 
me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name's sake.

4Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me.

5Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup 
runneth over.

6Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: and 
I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever.
Lift up your hearts and peace to thee
God wanted me now; He set me 
free.

“God’s Garden”
God looked around his garden

and found an empty place,
He then looked down upon the earth

and saw your tired face.
He put his arms around you and lifted 

you to rest.
God’s garden must be beautiful,

He always takes the best.
He knew that you were suffering,

He knew you were in pain.
He knew that you would never get

well on earth again.
He saw the road was getting rough

and the hills were hard to climb.
So he closed your weary eyelids and 

whispered, ‘Peace be thine’.
It broke our hearts to lose you,

but you didn’t go alone,
For part of us went with you

the day God called you home.

Flower Bearers
Granddaughters



Life’s Reflections
Mrs. Emma Jean Mason of Williston, SC, 
died of natural causes on August 13, 2021, 
at a local nursing home.  She was born in 
Barnwell County, outside of Williston, on 
March 28, 1935, to Louis "Boy" O'Neal and 
Flossie Isaacs.
At an early age she joined Culbert Branch 
Baptist Church.  She attended Kelly Edward 
school until graduation in 1952.  Emma moved 
to New York; joining her brothers, Louis and 
John and her Aunt Lula Mae Porter.  She 
met and was united to William Mason in holy 
matrimony in 1962.
She worked several jobs, until settling in at the 
VA hospital on East 23rd Street in Manhattan.  
She served as a Dietician for 28 years until 
her retirement in 1988.  She then took up the 
cause of caring for her elderly parents and 
moved back to her hometown.
Emma was a kind hearted and empathetic 
Christian woman who welcomed all to her 
home, she would greet strangers with her 
lovely smile and seat them to the meal table.  
She regaled her guests with heartfelt, home 
cooked meals:  crispy fried chicken, gooey 
macaroni and cheese; and the best baked 
pies: Sweet Potato and Coconut were always 
her favorites.
She was preceded in death by her husband, 
William Mason; sister, Sarah Lewis; brother, 
John O'Neal; and sister-in-law, Doris O'Neal.
Emma is survived by her son, Byron (LaVeda) 
Mason of Williston, SC; brothers, Louis O'Neal 
of New York and James (June) O'Neal of 
Elizabeth City, NC; sisters-in-law, Juanita 
O'Neal of Salters, SC and Betty Hardy of 
Brooklyn, NY; 7 grandchildren:  Elise (Robert) 
Burnett of Aiken, SC, Dayna, Jean, Kate, and 
Grace Mason, all of Williston, SC, Ben Mason 
of Aiken SC; 1 great-grandson, George Robert 
Burnett; a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and friends.

The Order of Service
 Jackie O'Neal, Presiding 

Selection..Culbert Branch Baptist Church
"What a Friend We Have In Jesus"

Scriptures:
 Old Testament..Reverend Vivian Ashley

"Psalm 91"
 New Testament..Minister Charlette Epps

"Hebrews 11"

Prayer......................Deacon Willie O'Neal

Selection............................Grandchildren
"Amazing Grace"

Reflections:
 As a Friend.........Deacon Ronnie Brown
 As a Family Member..Mr. Byron Mason

(Son)

Selection............................Grandchildren
"For These Tears I Died"

Acknowledgements.....Minister Jackie O'Neal

Selection.............Mrs. Roberta Patterson
"How Great Thou Art"

Words of Comfort...Reverend Beverly Ashley

Committal, Prayer, and Benediction
Recessional

Precious Memories

~Repast ~~
Home of Emma Mason

137 Edward Street, Williston, SC


