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“Sympathetic and Efficient Service”

“I’ll Go If I Have To Go By Myself”
Celebrating the Life and Service

of

Rev. Lonnie James Tucker, Jr.

Monday, January 3, 2022
2:30 PM

Bynum Chapel A.M.E. Zion Church
Kings Mountain, NC

Rev. Eleanor Wilson, Officiating Minister
Bishop Daryll Starnes, Eulogist

THE LAST REQUEST

Please don’t say that I gave up;  just say that I gave in.

Don’t say I lost the battle, for it was God’s war to lose or win.

Please don’t say how good I was, but that I did my best. 

Just say I tried to do what’s right to give the most I could, not less.

Please don’t give me wings or halos, that’s for God to do.

Please don’t give flowers or talk in real hushed tones.

Don’t be concerned about me now;

I’m well with God, I’ve made it home.

Don’t’ talk about what could have been, it’s over and it’s done.

Just see to all my family’s needs, especially the little ones.

When you draw a picture of me, don’t draw me as a saint.

I’ve done some good. I’ve done some wrong, so use all your paints.

Not just the bright and light tones; use some gray and dark.

In fact, don’t put me on canvas, paint me in your heart.

Don’t just remember good times, but remember all the bad.

For life is full of many things; some happy and some sad.

But if you must do something, then I have one request.

Forgive me for the wrongs I’ve done and with the love that’s left,

Thank God for my soul’s resting,; Thank God for I’ve been blessed.

Thank God for all who loved me; Praise God who loved me best!

Author Unknown



Order of Service
Prelude

Processional

Officiating Minister.............................Rev. Eleanor Wilson

Reception of Friends.....................2:00 PM until 2:30 PM

Invocation............................................Rev. Eleanor Wilson

Choral Response

Selection......................................Lincolnton District Choir

Scripture Reading     
    Old Testament..........................Rev. William Puryear
    New Testament...............................Rev. Sylvia Perry

Prayer...................................................Rev. Donna Tolliver

Remarks...........2 Minutes or Less........Rev. Reginald Keitt
Rev. Willie Givens

Mr. Tim Rhodes
Mr. Alvin Tucker

Mr. William Mitchell, Jr.
Mr. Thomas Jackson

Acknowledgments/Resolutions.................Mrs. Gale Hunter

Selection.......................................Lincolnton District Choir

Introduction of Bishop..........................................................
Presiding Elder Rev. Dr. C. Franklin Tillett, Jr.

Selection.......................................Lincolnton District Choir

Eulogy...............................................Bishop Daryll Starnes

Recessional

Obituary
Rev. Lonnie James Tucker, Jr.  entered into eternal rest on Tuesday, December 

28, 2021 at Atrium Health- Cleveland in Shelby, NC. He was born on January 21, 
1970 in Shelby, NC to Gloria Hoskins Mitchell and the late Lonnie James Tucker, 
Sr.

Lonnie was a 1988 graduate of Shelby High School where he was a member 
of the Shelby High Golden Lions Football team and was a part of their State 
Championship teams in 1986 and 1987.  While at Shelby High, he was a member 
of the chorus and performed a memorable role as the lion in the school production 
of the Wiz. Lonnie remained a lifelong devoted fan of the Shelby High Golden 
Lions.  His blood bled black and gold! At an even younger age, his oratorical skills 
were evident as he recited from memory Martin Luther King’s “I Have A Dream” 
speech as a part of a Shelby Negro Woman’s Club event.  After graduating from high 
school, Lonnie entered Livingstone College in Salisbury, NC where he played and 
coached football there. While at Livingstone, he received the call to the ministry.  
A day after graduating Cum Laude, he preached his initial sermon on May 2, 1993 
at New Hope A.M.E. Zion Church in Salisbury.

As a member of Bynum Chapel A.M.E. Zion Church in Kings Mountain, NC,  
Lonnie served as a youth minister for several years and preached his trial sermon 
there. While at Bynum Chapel, Lonnie was appointed and served as the Lincolnton 
District Men’s Booster President where he graciously, diligently and successfully 
was able to pull the men of the district together with making visits to other churches 
in the district, assisting the elderly and others with repairs to their homes/buildings, 
etc reaching out as a community leader. In 2011, he became the lead pastor of 
Oak Grove A.M.E. Zion Church in Cherryville, NC. A year later, he became the 
pastor at Waddell Chapel A.M.E. Zion Church, the church home of his maternal 
family.  He served faithfully there until accepting his last ministerial assignment as 
the pastor for Greater Moore’s Chapel A.M.E. Zion Church in Lincolnton, NC.

Along with being a pastor, Rev. Tucker was also the owner of Above and Beyond 
Group Homes in the Cleveland County area.  He was truly passionate about 
helping and supporting children through being a pastor, coach and mentor.  He 
was a fanatic about football and he loved boxing as well as other sports.  Known 
for his sharp wit and sense of style, Rev. Tucker remained a very determined and 
driven person and was a courageous fighter through his many health challenges. He 
continued to press through as a soldier enduring the trials with his love of life and 
sense of humor.  He touched a lot of lives through the years as a preacher, coach and 
a father figure to many and will be truly missed. 

In addition to his father, he was preceded in death by his maternal grandparents, 
Ayfield Hoskins, Jr. and Virginia Stout Hoskins and his paternal grandparents, 
Alvin and Ida Mae Turner Tucker.

He leaves fond and cherished memories to his wife, Lavonda Hunter Tucker; 
his mother, Gloria Hoskins Mitchell (William Jr.) of Shelby, NC; children, Cedric 
Hunter, Jr. ( Jennifer) of Cary, NC, Katherene Jackson (Edward, Sr.) of Woodleaf, 
NC, Makyra Ivey of Taylorsville, NC, Eboneé Hunter of the home, Dalon Tucker 
of Taylorsville, NC and Gionni Dawkins of the home and Travis Gems of Gastonia, 
NC; five brothers, Alvin Tucker (Sharon) of Shelby,  Regnaild Foster, Marcus 
Foster, Jarmaris Foster and Barry London of Miami, FL, all of Shelby; two sisters, 
Jeanio Foster and Bessie Perkins both of Shelby; six grandchildren, Cedric Hunter, 
Jr., Cameron Hunter, Edward Jackson, Jr., Penelope Hunter, Hezekiah and Malachi 
Weaver; his mother-in-law, Betty Jordan; aunts, Phyllis Hoskins and Lois Hoskins; 
uncle, Sam Turner and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.


