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We wish to express our sincere thanks and gratitude to 

our friends and family for your many comforting acts of 
kindness and sympathy shown during the passing of our 
loved one. We would also like to thank Cleveland County 
EMS and the Cleveland County Sheriff’s Department for 

their quick response and outstanding service rendered. 

May God bless each one of you.  
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January 29, 1937                                                                                           

Sunset:
February 26, 2022

úCookin up Love
Your love was not measured in a way 

that was conventional.
It was a sprinkle of correction that 

was added and intentional.
It was a dash of accountability 

whisked until a peak.
It was poured with a heavy hand not 

meant for the weak.
Your compassion kneaded our hearts 

as it was required.
It always seemed to find us in times 

where it was dire.
You blanketed our years with great 

expectation.
Proofing our potential until your 

expiration.
Thank you for the love rendered in a 

way that only you could.
Thank you for the love that’s now 

understood.

By:
Taylor Harbison, Granddaughter



Order of Service
Prelude

Processional

Officiating Minister............................................Pastor J.L. Smith,
Palmer Grove Baptist Church

Congregational Hymn...............................“How Great Thou Art”       
#25 New National Baptist Hymnal

Scripture Reading
    Old Testament.......................................Pastor Ricky McCluney
    New Testament...................................Pastor Jerome Wilkerson

Prayer of Comfort........................................Pastor Billy D. Houze

Selection....................................White Oak Baptist Church Choir

Remarks........................................................................Jackie Conley
TL Boyce

Pauline Merritt

Reading of the obituary.........................................Annette Toms

Selection.........“Old Landmark”.............White Oak Springs Choir

Words of Comfort................................................Pastor J.L. Smith

Recessional.....“I Wanna Take a Ride”....White Oak Springs Choir

Interment
Macedonia Baptist Church of Kingstown Cemetery

Obituary
Mrs. Georgia Boykins Finney, 85, was born near Polkville in Cleveland County, 

NC on January 29, 1937 to the late Waymon and Mary Shade Boykins. She left to 
rest in eternity with our loving Lord and Savior on Saturday, February 26, 2022 at 
her home on 1905 Petty Rd. Kingstown, NC. Georgia attended Carver School in 
Spindale, NC stopping only to act as cook for her sharecropping family. She married 
at a young age and spent 46 years as the wife of the late Charlie Finney. To this union 
eight children were born. For years Georgia was an excellent homemaker. She worked 
at Shelby Plastics for a short time before working at PPG Industries in Shelby for 24 
years. For a brief time she worked at PPG while also serving as the proud owner and 
operator of Georgia’s Country Kitchen which she operated passionately for over 30 
years, retiring when her health began to fail in January, 2020.

Georgia was a faithful and longtime member of the Macedonia Baptist Church 
of Kingstown where she used her many talents serving as Choir leader and President, 
Kitchen Committee President, Missionary President, Vacation Bible School Teacher, 
and Sunday School and Church Secretary. Georgia enjoyed traveling as representative 
to both the Gold Hill and the Ebenezer Baptist Association conventions. Georgia 
had a knack for decorating and used her resources to provide flower arrangements, 
decor and furnishings to uplift God’s house. She was an excellent seamstress and 
often sewed outfits for choir anniversaries.

Georgia was a pillar in the Kingstown Community serving a term on the town 
council. She was a former member of the NAACP and Eastern Star and was a 
member of a gospel singing group. She also trained to become a community EMT. 
She was an excellent cook, and people came from near and far to eat at her restaurant. 
Georgia was also a gardener blessed with a greenthumb. She could make anything 
grow to its full potential. She loved shopping at antique stores, traveling the country 
to attend Finney Family reunions, designing her yard and dressing to the “T.” She 
loved clothes and had shoes and hats to match nearly every outfit. She loved working 
in her yard and perennially won the Kingstown Christmas decorations contest. 

Georgia had a no nonsense approach to life and did not mince words. She 
made her points clear and there was no misunderstanding of where she stood 
on a particular matter. Her faith in God and love for her church spilled over to 
her children. She loved family and hosted a New Years celebration to bring them 
together. In addition to her parents and husband, Georgia is preceded in death by 
her son Jimmy Louis Finney and eldest daughter Patricia Ann Rudisill, her brothers 
J.W. Boykins, James Boykins, LC Boykins and Charles Boykins, her sisters Hattie 
Jay Johnson and Lizzie Mae Toms. She is survived by her children Edward Finney 
of the home, Janice Harbison, Pamela Boyce (TL), Charline Finney, Pauline Merritt 
(Wayne), and Douglas Finney (Alva) all of Shelby; grandchildren Stoney Finney of 
Boiling Springs, Tiantra Brooks (Lamont), Shamar Finney, Jerrin Finney, Tia Boyce, 
Jasmine Harbison, Hannah Merritt all of Shelby, Taylor Harbison of Charlotte NC 
and Jadin Merritt of Raleigh, NC; five great grandchildren Damarius Finney, Jayla 
Camp, and Tai Boyce of Shelby and Braxton and Braylen Finney of Boiling Springs; 
two great-great grandchildren Jace Camp and Jayden Finney of Shelby; three sisters 
Bernice Toms of Shelby, Dorothy Boykins and Mary Beam of Spindale; two brothers 
Donald Boykins and Paul Boykins of Spindale; one brother in law Willis Finney of 
Philadelphia, PA; a host of nieces, nephews, and many other relatives and friends.


