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The late, Mother Josephine family, will be forever grateful to God for the love, calls, cards, and food given to us by 
our family and friends during this difficult time.  Your expressions of kindness and comforting words blessed our 
hearts and brought strength to our souls.  We also thank Pro-Health Hospice Care for taking such good care and 
loving on our Mother.  To Pastor and First Lady Williams and the Cedar Grove Baptist Church family, we thank 
you for your love and hospitality. Hogansville Church and Western Georgia Jurisdiction, thanks for your support.  
Last but not least, Mr. Dantez Robinson and the WGFH Staff, thanks for your awesome support, the kind words 
and the respect you’ve shown us during this difficult time, not only that, your calls just to check on us, to see if 
we’re ok, and to see if we needed anything, spoke volumes to our family. Thank you! 
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A Beautiful Jewel Entrusted To: 

West Gadsden Funeral Home 2118 Forrest Avenue             Gadsden, AL 35904 
(256) 549-0004 

"We were not meant to live in this world alone!  
We were made for Heaven our "Final Home." 



 

 

 
When I am gone, just release me, let me go  

So, I can move into my afterglow.  
You mustn’t tie me down with your tears; 
Let’s be happy that we had so many years. 

I gave you my love, you can only guess  
How much you gave me in happiness. 

I thank you for the love you each have shown, 
But now it’s time I traveled alone. 

So, grieve me for me. 



 

 
Mother Frances Josephine Croft was born July 15, 1929 to the late Buford McElrath and 

Vinnie Bynum in Collinsville, Alabama.  At an early age, she received Christ and joined Mt. 
Lebanon Baptist Church.  She received her education in Dekalb County School System. 

On January 14, 1946, she married the love of her life, the late Harvey Croft.  In this union, 
four children were born.  One preceded her in death. 

She was a hard-working, devoted wife, mother and grandmother. She was an outstanding 
cook, a nurturer for her children and so many others that knew her.  She had a green thumb 
when it came to caring for flowers.  She was an avid baker.  She loved God and she loved 
people.  She had a sweet spirit.  On June 7, 1972, she made her walk with God.  For sure, she 
was saved, sanctified, and filled with the Holy Ghost and was born into Good Samaritans 
Church of God in Christ.  She served faithfully as the Church Mother, Church Treasury, 
President of the kitchen until the church closed.  She didn’t stop.  She enjoyed being in the 
House of God.  She then joined Pentecostal Temple Church of God in Christ and attended 
faithfully until she moved to Tallapoosa, Georgia and joined Blessed Hope Church of God in 
Christ, under the leadership of her son-in-law, Elder Aaron Phillips.  She was appointed Church 
Mother.  She later moved to Carrollton, Georgia and attended Hogansville Church of God in 
Christ.  

It was always her desire to be in the house of the Lord.  She moved back to Collinsville, 
Alabama and started her final journey on the battlefield for the Lord.  She attended Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church until she was unable to attend church anymore. 

On Monday, August 5, 2019, she closed her eyes and went to sleep!  Preceding her in death: 
daughter, Olandust Croft; husband, Harvey Croft; two brothers, Elder Robert McElrath and 
Reverend Buford McElrath; three sisters, Bessie Silbert, Odell Hill and Louise Croft. 

She leaves to cherish her memories:  three loving and devoted daughters, Sandra L. Croft of 
Bronx, NY, Linda Underwood of Collinsville, AL and Janice (Elder Aaron) Phillips of Carrollton, 
GA; one sister, Irene  Gardner of Summerville, GA; five grandchildren, Patricia Underwood of 
Cincinnati, OH, Jordia (Annie) Underwood of Collinsville, AL, Nakia (Gabriel) Brown of Bremen 
GA, Aaron Phillips, Sr. and Antoine Phillips of Carrollton, GA; eight great grandchildren, 
Quenton Vishal and Angeline Vishal of Cincinnati, OH, Jordia Underwood, Jr., Rashawn 
Underwood and Hezekiah Underwood of Collinsville, AL, Jordan Brown, Cameron Brown and 
Taylor Brown of Bremen, GA; three sisters-in-love, Sadie McElrath of Anniston, AL, Doris 
McElrath of Chattanooga, TN and Ora Jones of Collinsville, AL; a host of nieces, nephew, other 
relatives and friends.  She also has several other daughter who called her mom. 

. 



The Processional ................................................................................................................................. Reverend Williams 
Morning Dove 

 

The Parting View ................................................................................................................ West Gadsden Funeral Home 
 

Old Testament (Psalm 121) ..................................................................................................... Reverend Gregory Higgins 
New Testament (II Timothy 4:6-8) ............................................................................................... Deacon Grant Williams 
 

Prayer .......................................................................................................................................... Elder William Fountain 
Yes Lord 

 

Musical Selection .......................................................................................................................... Now Behold The Lamb 
 

Tribute ....................................................................................................................................................... Grandchildren 
 

Musical Selection .............................................................................................................................. Come See About Me 
 

Reflection .......................................................................................................................................... Elder Aaron Phillips 
 

Song of Jubilant .................................................................................................................. Missionary Patricia Fountain 
 

Tribute ................................................................................................................................................................ Children 
 

Musical Selection ...................................................................................................................................... Wave My Hand 
 

The Eulogy ............................................................................................................................... Reverend Cedric Williams 
 

Musical Selection .................................................................................................................................. I Won’t Complain 
 

The Recessional .................................................................................................... I Shall Wear A Crown (QuentinVishal) 

A Psalm or Song for the sabbath day.  It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to sing 
praises unto thy name, O most High:  To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy 
faithfulness every night; upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the psaltery; upon the harp with a 
solemn sound.  For thou, LORD, hast made me glad through thy work: I will triumph in the works of thy 
hands.  O LORD, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep.  A brutish man knoweth not; 
neither doth a fool understand this.  When the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the workers of 
iniquity do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed forever: But thou, LORD, art most high for 
evermore.  For, lo, thine enemies, O LORD, for, lo, thine enemies shall perish; all the workers of iniquity 
shall be scattered.  But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn: I shall be anointed with 
fresh oil.  Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine enemies, and mine ears shall hear my desire of the 
wicked that rise up against me.  The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a 
cedar in Lebanon.  Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our 
God.  They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing; To shew that the 
LORD is upright: he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 


