
Jerusalem Temple Church
414 Ivy Street | Philadelphia, MS 39350

Bishop Stan Jones, Host Pastor

Homegoing Celebration
for

Saturday, November 16, 2019
2:30pm

Bishop Daniel Titus Littleton
Officiating

Sunrise: December 16, 1957 Sunset: November 12, 2019

Pastor Melvin Roberson





I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith; Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:  and not to me 

only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”
(II Timothy 4:7-8)

Pastor Melvin Roberson



Pastor Melvin Dean Roberson was born on December 16, 1957 to the uniting of Hezzie and Blondine Roberson.  Melvin 
was the oldest of nine children. He was preceded in death by his father, Hezzie, his mother Blondine, his brother 
Charles and his sister Faith.

Melvin was educated in the St. Louis Public School system and graduated from Northwest High School where he 
excelled athletically as a 2 time heavy weight wrestling champion.  He was also an outstanding running back on the 
gridiron.  He achieved all kind of scholarships for his phenomenal sports abilities.

Melvin accepted Christ as a youth and was baptized and filled with the Holy Ghost right before the eyes of his family 
witnessing him speaking in tongues.  He started preaching the gospel at the tender age of 12 years old.   Throughout 
his young age he ministered at many churches during their revivals such as Fountain Temple, Kennerly Temple and 
Evangelistic Center.

Melvin's first employment was at Moog Manufacturing Company. He also worked with the family landscaping business 
for many years.  

Melvin is the loving father of 4 children, Terrell, Melvin, Cheron and Delecia and the grandfather of 20.

Melvin was joined in holy matrimony to Joyce on June14, 2008. Melvin was a faithful and loyal husband to his wife 
Joyce for 12 years. They both worked in the ministry together at his brother Charles’ church Emanuel Outreach Church 
for many years prior to him moving back to Mississippi. 

Melvin lived his life his way and always gave God honor as he dealt with life’s ups and downs and impeding health 
issues. He always asked about everyone and would laugh out loud, like a roaring lion, at all life memories that he made 
and remembered.  You could always count on Melvin when it came to family.  He loved to cook and could cook almost 
anything; you name it.   It was very important to him that family stay together and support one another.  He assisted in 
taking care of his brother Perren because that how much he believed in helping his siblings.

Melvin started Pastoring for the 1st time in Troy Missouri and later assisted with his brother Charles in the transitional 
Ministry at Emanuel Outreach Church.   Through this Ministry many people were helped and were provided housing, 
food and of course the word of God.   After the passing of his brother Melvin continued with the Ministry working with 
his nephew Pastor Tyrone Roberson until he decided to move back to his hometown of Louisville, Mississippi.  Melvin 
had several dear friends in St. Louis that he would run revivals for from time to time such as Bishop William Harper 
in which he became a close friend.

Melvin started Pastoring Mars Hill COGIC 3 years ago October 2016.  He loved his church family and they loved him.  
He celebrated his last Pastoral Anniversary on October 20, 2019.   He was exceedingly blessed in this service and was 
joined by several of his family members that were able to attend the services.   On this day Pastor Melvin made the bold 
statement of “I’m not sick” I plan to live many more years.  On another occasion when he came to his nephew’s church 
and had remarks he warned us to “Protect our Holiness”.  Pastor Melvin was prepared and knew he was in the presence 
of the Lord.  For he had fought a good fight and finished his course.

Melvin leaves to cherish his loving memory:  His amazing wife Joyce, his 4 children, Terrell (Stephanie); Melvin (Beth); 
Cheron (Gary); and Delecia (Jonathan). 20 grandchildren    One sister Phyllis (Ricky); Brothers:  Marcus (Janet); Barry 
(Valerie); Lamar (Stephanie); Wayne (Patrice); Perren; Hosea (Amethyst) one Aunt, District Missionary Rosie Harris; 
nephews and nieces, cousin’s family and friends.

Life and Legacy



 +Audience Please Stand Where Indicated

The Musical Prelude

The Processional

Official Sealing of the Brier
The hour of the Homegoing Celebration has come.  O Lord, hear our prayers and our meditation,

as we glorify thy name. Amen

The Hymn of Comfort ...................................................................................................Mars Hill Sanctuary Choir

+The Invocation ...........................................................................................................Superintendent Eric Loving

+The Old Testament Scripture ..........................................................................................Elder Alphonso Wilson

+The New Testament Scripture ..........................................................................................Elder Wayne Roberson

The Selection ..................................................................................................................Mars Hill Sanctuary Choir

Tributes (3 mins please)
Local and District Tributes
       Mars Hill Church of God in Christ ............................................................................Deacon Freddie Wilson

Mother Hattie Horne
        Family ..............................................................................................................................Elder Barry Roberson
        District Twelve ................................................................................................................Pastor Clifton Haynes

Musical Selection ..................................................................................................................................... The Family

The Selection ..................................................................................................................Mars Hill Sanctuary Choir

Jurisdictional Tributes 
        The Auxiliary Board ................................................................................................Pastor Anthony Norwood
        The Board of Superintendents ..................................................................... Superintendent Abraham Jones

The Acknowledgements/Resolutions .........................................................................................Sister Faye Russell 

Jurisdictional Resolution...................................................................................................... Pastor Cedric Grizzell

Obituary Read Silently

The Sermonic Hymn......................................................................................................Mars Hill Sanctuary Choir

Proclamation of Hope .................................................. Bishop Daniel Titus Littleton, Jurisdictional Prelate
Mississippi Southern First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction

The Prayer of Comfort

The Recessional

Deacon Gregory Clemons, Expediter

The Order of Celebration



To my husband, and my best friend.  I 
thank God for the time he allowed us 
to be together. I will always love you. 
God took you home, and I accept His 
will.  You will always be my heart.

Your loving wife, Joyce

HUSBAND
To My Loving



Delicia tribute to her Dad,

Dad, I look forward to you walking me 
down the isle to see the KING, where we 
will rejoice together forever and ever.  
Thank you for being the dad that you were. 
Thank you so much for teaching me the 
importance of having and maintaining a 
relationship with the Lord.  Until we  meet 
again.  I love you forever, DAD.

Your presence, commanded. Your voice projected, then connected 
with a great uniqueness. Your Love surrounded so many and 
was felt by many near and far. Your work was astounding. Your 
accomplishments were countless. God was present in works that 
you've done. Lives were changed by your influence. God influenced 
you. He had your heart in His hands. He ordered your steps and you 
delivered His Word. You were ambitious and bold. You set out to do 
the work and got it done! God had shown Himself mighty in your 
life and you in turn, showed yourself mighty in this world! Loved by 
many, but hated by the devil. So the devil would try so many times 
to count you out, but you kept showing the enemy how defeated 
he was. That's right! The devil kept poking that bear too much, so 
Big Melvin the Bear, had to keep showing him what time it was! 
You were also THE funniest person known to man! You would have 
a room on fire with laughter! I can just hear you now, laughing at 
something you said, then me laughing, then you laughing at me laughing! You were so fun! You were so 
loved! But loved by God, the absolute most. No more struggles, no more pain, no more heart ache! Tell em 
all we love em- Grandma, Granddaddy, Uncle Isaac, Uncle Charles, Aunt Lisa.... Til we meet again! Til we 
meet again, Til we meet again!

Love you always and forever Daddy,
Your Chocolate Drop, Cheron



The family of the late Pastor Melvin Roberson extend their sincerest gratitude for 
the many acts of kindness shown during our time of bereavement. Every visit, 
telephone call, text, card, flowers, words of comfort, and prayers have been and 
is greatly appreciated.  Special thanks to Mars Hill Church Family.  To Pastor 
Stan Jones and The Jerusalem Temple Church Family, we thank you for willingly 
opening your doors and allowing us to Celebrate the Life and Legacy of our dear 
loved one.  May God richly bless you is our prayer.

-The Roberson Family-
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