
© 2026 LIGUORI PUBLIC ATIONS • A MINISTRY OF THE REDEMPTORISTS • IMAGE: KR AKENIMAGES.COM/SHUT TERSTOCK

The Importance  
of Trust

ANN M. GARRIDO

W e can readily understand Thomas’ insistence 
upon seeing things with his own eyes. Would 

you believe it if someone told you that a friend 
whose funeral you had attended was now walking 
through walls?   

At some time or other, all of us have been tricked 
into believing something we later found out was 
untrue and remember how foolish we felt. Haven’t 
our parents told us not to believe everything we 
hear? Haven’t our teachers taught us to do our own 
research? Doubt serves a valuable purpose, and we 
would be naïve to disregard it.

At the same time, we know that doubt can 
become a way of life, overstepping its usefulness. 
During the COVID pandemic, for example, some 
refused to believe even the most knowledgeable 
medical voices in the nation. Like Thomas, they 
insisted that unless they’d “done their own 
research,” they wouldn’t believe. Such a stance 
ignores that unless you are a scientist working in a 
medical lab, even “your own research” will be based 
on an act of belief that what you are reading of 
others’ research is correct. Doubt is good, but only 
in combination with a healthy dose of humility. In 
the end, the world turns on an axis of trust. 

At the close of today’s gospel, Jesus names as 
“blessed” those able to discern what is true and 
believe not only because of what they have seen 
with their own eyes but also because of what they 
have heard through their ears from sources worthy 
of their trust. ●

April 12, 2026

Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy) (A)

Acts 2:42–47 / 1 Peter 1:3–9 / John 20:19–31

Reflect
When has doubt served a purpose,  
and when has it gotten in my way?

Jesus said to [Thomas], “Have you come 
to believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen 
and have believed.”

JOHN 20:29



Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday- 8am -11:30 am; 12:30 pm- 4:30 pm  

Closed on Holy Days of Obligation 

If an emergency occurs requiring the sacramental ministry of a priest, 
please contact the parish office Monday – Friday. After hours or on week-
ends, please contact Christine Baltz 724-549-6324. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturday 11 am-12 noon, Tues-
day & Thursday 5-5:45 PM or most any reasonable time by request, (your 
identity need not be known). Come receive our Risen Lord’s forgiveness 
& healing. 

Sacrament of Baptism presupposes sufficient instruction & a desire on 
the part of the candidate/ parent to practice the faith. Expectant parents 
please ask for the Church’s blessing for a safe and healthy delivery.  Call 
the Church Office to schedule instructions & the   service.  

Sacrament of Marriage is a wonderful commitment of life & love, & 
involves much serious deliberation, prayer & planning. Engaged couples 
should contact the pastor at least SIX Months before setting a date. 

Sacrament of the Sick is always encouraged for those who are   seriously 
ill, elderly, or facing surgery.  The Sacrament of Healing is available upon 
request.  Family & friends are invited to attend & thus show their support, 
love, friendship, & Christian concern 

Bulletin announcement deadline is Wednesday, at noon 

Mass Schedule 

Saint Joseph the Worker Catholic Church 

1415 Harb Street , Corning AR 72422 

Mailing Address 800 Eleventh St,  

Corning, AR 72422 

 Saturday April 11, 2026   

4:00 PM St Joseph Mass 

Int: Parishioners  

6:00 PM St Paul Mass 

Int: Bob & Lil Gogan, d  

 

 
Sunday April 12, 2026  

8:00 AM St John Mass 

Int: JC and  Janet Peters, d; 
Mike Thielemier, d  

10:30 AM St Paul Mass 

Int: Parishioners  

 

 
Monday April 13,   2026 

No Mass 

  
 

Tuesday April 14, 2026  

No Mass 

 

 
Wednesday April 15, 2026 

No Mass 

 

 
 

Church Cleaning Schedule  April 18- Robin Berry, Cyndy 
Busick, Kelly Steimel, Jennifer Nichols.  To volunteer to join a 
group & help maintain our church call the office or ask 
someone to join a group.  

 

Saint Paul the Apostle Catholic Church 

1002 Convent Street   Pocahontas, AR 72455 

Phone 870-892-3319    FAX 870-892-5199 
E-mail Address catholichillsecretary@gmail.com 

Online Giving with We Share                                              
Follow the link on  the Church website to sign up.  

Sacristan Schedule   

April 18- Nick DeClerk April 19 - Josh & Jill Neely  
April 25- Susan Meier April 26- Matt & Jennifer Hibbard  

May 2- Joan Gross May 3- Scott & Kim Hills   

The Catholic Diocese of Little Rock is committed to  protecting  children and 
young people.  If you are aware of abuse or have been abused by Clerics, 
Church volunteers, or Church workers, please  contact the State of Arkansas 
Hotline for Crimes against Children at   1-800-482-5964 and the Chancellor for 
Canonical Affairs, Deacon Matthew A. Glover, (501) 664-0340 ext. 361. For 

pastoral assistance please contact the Victim Assistance Coordinator for the  Diocese of 
Little Rock: Laura Gottsponer at (501) 664-0340, ext. 425. Diocese of Little Rock, 2500 
N. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207. 

Pastor: Reverend Stephen Elser: 892-3319 

Director of Religious Education: Monica Loyd 892-3319 
catholichilldre@gmail.com   

Parish Secretary: Christine Baltz  724-549-6324 

St Joseph Secretary: Carol Selig 501-940-3506 

School Principal: Rebecca Steimel 892-5639        

School Secretary: Kim Hills 892-5639                

Pastoral Council  Chairperson: Allison Swann 870-219-9824 

Pastoral Council Vice Chairperson:  Jill Neely  501-658-6818 

Adult Inquiry Class, OCIA: Jamey Sullinger 870-758-0246 

Youth Minister: Dylan Clark 870-892-3319                        
catholichillym@gmail.com 

Youth Ministry Core Team: Christie Yemma, Larry Weick,  
Rob & Michelle Olvey, Terri Jansen, Christina Thielemier 

Lectors: Kathi Bergman 870-378-2081 

Ushers: Joseph Difani & Doug Thielemier 

Altar Servers: Tiffany Baltz: 870-810-2523  

Catholic Outreach: Teresa Baltz  870-930-5700 & Rene’ Tyler 

Finance Committee Chairperson: Ben DeClerk 870-758-0546 

Knights of Columbus, Grand Knight: Jeremy Stout:  810-2356 

KC Website: pocahontaskofc.com 

Hall rental email- PocahontasChristopherHall@gmail.com 

A/V System: Joseph Jansen 870-202-9896 

Gym rental: St Paul School 870-892-5639 

Text App to 55321 to download our parish app 

1.  download my Parish App 

2. Select our Parish after opening 

 Thursday April 16, 2026  

No Mass  
                                                                                                                             
 
Friday April 17, 2026  

No Mass    

 

 
Saturday   April 18, 2026   

4:00 PM St Joseph Mass  

Int: Parishioners 

6:00 PM St Paul Mass  

Int: Amy Prichard, d  

 

 
Sunday April 19, 2026  

8:00 AM St John Mass 

Int: Rebecca Franks, d ; Fr. 
Mariadass Vallapaneni, d   

10:30 AM St Paul Mass 

Int: Parishioners   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Report   

April 9, 2026 $18,398.99 

2026 year to date $109,769.47 

Children’s Collection  $193.00 

St Joseph, February 2026 $2,784.00 

DOLR  $3,863.81 

Food Bank, March  2026 $1,084.56 



 

Eucharistic Ministers/Altar Servers Schedule 

6:00 PM Saturday April 18, 2026  

Host Ministers: DC Drake, Maggie Baltz 

Cups: Paul & Christie Yemma  

Cups: Pauletta Walker, Joan Gross  

Altar Servers: Jake Baltz, Aubrey Hogan, Valentina Ngu-

yen 

10:30 AM Sunday April 19, 2026  

Host Ministers: Dc Drake, Cyndy Busick 

Cups: Michelle Olvey, Brin Presley  

Cups: Angie DeClerk, Anna Higginbotham 

Altar Servers: Zoey Hibbard, Leo & Etta Clark  

6:00 PM Saturday April 25, 2026  

Host Ministers: Susan Meier, Paige Radcliff 

Cups: Mitch & Teresa Baltz  

Cups: Alex & Tiffany Baltz  

Altar Servers: Peyton & Reese Radcliff, Riles Johnson  

10:30 AM Sunday April 26, 2026  

Host Ministers: Jill Neely, Abby Tyler 

Cups: Rene’ Tyler, Claire Garoutte 

Cups: Leroy & Jennifer Nichols  

Altar Servers: Keegan Presley, Aven Thielemier, Avery 

Seagraves  

 

Please pray for  Bishop Anthony Taylor, David 

Bassford, Debbie Junkersfeld, Jan Richardson, Ella 

Scobey, Tommy O’Donnell,  Stephanie Garner, Den-

nis Blount, Les McPherson, Bridgette Kasinger, Gary 

Baltz, Jacquolyn Weick, Sheila Saala, Jessica Pfeffer, 

Mary Broadway, Jake Kasinger, Gail Pinion, Josh 

Nichols, Jo Ann Manis, Becky Catron, Tanya Flani-

gan Smith, Luke Steimel, Donna Baltz, Vivian Black-

shear, Dave Weick, Mike Cook, Christina Smith, 

Dorothy Hoelscher, Tim Junkersfeld, Leonard 

Thielemier, Nekayah Thomas, Virginia Sacher, 

Brooke Junkersfeld, Joe T Carroll, Lane Clayton, Jo 

Vatsula, Richard Jenkins, Jim & Shirley Lamb, Steve 

Bodden,  Linda Davenport, Dorothy Ward, Bonnie 

Schmidt, Elizabeth Smith,  Margaret Weyer, Diane 

Kimble Ramsey, Fr. James Schaefer, Ronnie Risner, 

Larry Weick and Keith Broadway.   

Nursing Home and Homebound Ministry: April:  

Judith Meier, Belinda Ward, and Veronica Rose 

April Ushers: 

Saturday: Benny Baltz, Nick DeClerk 

Sunday: Joe Difani, Mike Higginbotham, Joe T Caroll, 

Josh Neely, Brayden Tille 

Devine Mercy April 12th @ 3:00 PM. Please 

join is in the Adoration Chapel. Everyone is 

welcome.  

Sunday April 26 at the 10:30 AM Mass we will 

be celebrating First Holy Communion for our 

15 second graders.  

Baptism:  March 28, 2026 Blanton Keith Sutton  

Parents: Parker & Ashten Sutton 

Godparents: Michael & Marissa Hogan 

The Parish Food Bank is still collecting donations for 

our CYM Food Drive. Please drop off any nonperisha-

ble food items at the church office during regular busi-

ness hours. Thank you for your generosity and support 

of this important ministry.  

Save the date: 

Rainforest Falls VBS: July 26-29  

Knight of Columbus News: 

Knight of the month: Joe Tom Carrol 

Knight family of the month: Josh & Jill Neely  

Please join us in welcoming our newest candi-

dates to our parish family: Hope Broadway, 

Laura Throesch, Jordan Hausmann, Leigh Ann 

Schmidt, Brad Ashcraft, Michael D. Hobgood, 

and James Damon. We are truly blessed to have  

each of you as part of our parish.  

Please note that there will be no Masses next 

week, April 13 through April 17. All Mass in-

tentions will be rescheduled. Father Stephen 

will be away attending continuing education.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4650 Engelberg Road, Pocahontas, AR 72455 

 

 
 

Parish Staff 
Pastor:  Rev. Stephen Elser (501) 420-4531 frstephenelser@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Jane Smith  (870) 378-5052 stjohns4650@gmail.com 

Hall Rental: Jessica Stout (870) 378-0300 Rose Throesch  (870) 378-6282 

Cemetery:  Johnathan Wren (870) 202-3727 Ben Throesch (870) 378-4567 
 

Parish Office Hours: Thursday 8:00AM-12:00 Noon, or by appointment 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday 11:00AM Confessions, St. Paul (Pocahontas) 

3:30PM Confessions, St. Joseph (Corning) 

4:00PM Mass, St. Joseph (Corning) 

6:00PM Mass, St. Paul (Pocahontas) 

Sunday 7:30AM Confessions, St. John (Engelberg) 

8:00AM Mass, St. John (Engelberg) 

10:30AM Mass, St. Paul (Pocahontas) 

Monday No Mass 

Tuesday 5:00PM Confessions, St. Paul (Pocahontas) 

6:00PM Mass, St. Paul (Pocahontas) 

Wednesday 9:00AM Mass, St. Paul (Pocahontas) (School Year) 

12:00 Noon Mass, St. Paul (Pocahontas) (Summer) 

Thursday 8:00AM-12:00 Noon Adoration, St. John (Engelberg) 

12:00 Noon Mass, St. John (Engelberg) 

5:00PM Confessions, St. Paul (Pocahontas) 

6:00PM Mass, St. Paul (Pocahontas) 

Friday 9:00AM Mass, St. Paul (Pocahontas) (School Year) 

12:00 Noon Mass, St. Paul (Pocahontas) (Summer) 

mailto:frstephenelser@gmail.com
mailto:stjohns4650@gmail.com


Mass Intentions 

April 11, 2026 – April 19, 2026 

St. John 
April 12: JC and Janet Peters (d); Mike Thielemier (d)  

Thur Apr 16: NO MASS 

April 19: Father Mariadass Vallapaneni (d); James & Rebecca Franks (d)  

 

St. Paul 
Sat Apr 11: Bob & Lil Gogan (d) 

Sun Apr 12: Parishioners  

Tues Apr 14: NO MASS 

Wed Apr 15: NO MASS 

Thur Apr 16: NO MASS 

Fri Apr 17: NO MASS 

Sat Apr 18: Amy Prichard (d) 

Sun Apr 19: Parishioners  

 

Ministry Schedule 

 April 12 April 19 April 26 May 3 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Jim Bergman 

Lori Bergman 

Pam Durbin 

Mike Taylor 

Jim Bergman 

Lori Bergman 

Pam Durbin 

Mike Taylor 

Janniet Galvan 

Deb Martin 

Patty House 

Brenda Liebhaber 

Janniet Galvan 

Deb Martin 

Patty House 

Brenda Liebhaber 

Servers 

 

Jaxon Kasinger,  

Max Hoose 

Parker Liebhaber 

 

 

Wade Zitzelberger 

Holden Zitzelberger 

Madison Throesch 

 

 

Lucy Throesch 

Caroline Stout 

Jaxon Steimel 

 

Haley Stout 

Madeleine Throesch 

Isaac Throesch 

Lectors April: Sonny Throesch & Elaine Wallis 

                                    May: Lori Steimel & Maria Taylor 

Ushers 
                                   April: Chuck Barnes & Danny Steimel 

                                    May: Andrew Steimel & Steve Liebhaber 

Money 

Counters 
April: Mike & Connie Kasinger, Crystal Blalock 

                             May: Jessica Stout, Joe & Lori Steimel 

 

Weekly Financial Report 

April 5, 2026    Loose Cash        $820.00            Checks & Envelopes:   $2045.00 

Seminarian Collection:      $294.00    Holy Land:     $594.00     Easter flowers:  $265.00 
  

 

CEMETERY CLEAN-UP: We will be having our annual Spring Cemetery clean-up on Saturday April 11th 

starting at 8:00AM. Please bring rakes, shovels and any other tools that will help to prepare our cemetery for 

summer mowing. All help will be appreciated. 

 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: Holy hour at 3:00PM at St. Paul with Adoration and confession. All are 

welcome to join us as we pray for an increase in Divine Mercy. 

 

THURSDAY MASS:  Father will be gone this week to continuing education, NO MASS April 16th 

 

UPCOMING ORDINATION GIFT:  Deacon Christopher Elser will be ordained to the Priesthood on May 30, 

2026. We would like for our parish to give him an ordination gift. If anyone would like to donate for this gift, 

please see Father or Jane. As the date gets closer, we will have a card for everyone to sign. Please turn in your 

donation by the end of April. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS:  A heartfelt congratulations to our newest Catholics, especially those who are 

connected to our parish: Laura Throesch, Jordan Hausmann, Leigh Ann Schmidt, and Brad Ashcraft. 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  First Holy Communion – April 26th 

 

THANK YOU:  The daughters of Mike Thielemier would like to express sincere gratitude for the support, 

thoughts and prayers during our difficult time. We want to also thank everyone that had a hand in making our 

dad’s funeral such a special service. 

 

THANK YOU:  Gwen Wren, her children and extended family would like to thank all of those who supported 

and prayed for Bob during the final weeks and days of his earthly life. A special thanks to those who made his 

funeral Mass and burial so special, including Fr. Stephen, the choir, and the Good Neighbor committee.  

 

THANK YOU: Cindy Jones would like to extend her deepest thanks to all who participated in the graveside 

service for her mother, Delta Hausman. Cindy especially feels so blessed to be a part of a wonderfully 

supportive community here at St. John’s. A special thanks to Fr. Stephen, the choir, and the Good Neighbor 

committee for their presence on the day of the graveside service.  

 

EUCHARIST ADORATION: There is no greater profession of faith possible for a human being to make here 

on earth than during prayer before the Holy Eucharist; so we ask, why should prayer before Christ in the 

Blessed Sacrament be so powerful in obtaining miracles of conversion – is because it is prayer rising from faith 

in the cardinal mystery of   Christianity. (Source: Eucharistic Adoration for Priests Blog) Please call 870-810-

0612 for questions or more information. 

 

PRAY FOR: All the sick that request our prayers, especially, Bishop Anthony Taylor, Father James Schaefer, 

Treva Throesch, Diane Kimble Ramsey, Caren Kiefer, Jerry Lindsey, Eric Thielemier, Hattie Martin, Dennis 

Weisenbach, Father Matthew Flatly (diocese of Jefferson City), Doris Flanigan, Bonny Schmidt, Marie Peters, 

Chelsea Martin, Mark Throesch, Johnathan Wren, Pam Murphy, Bridgette Kasinger, Danny McCurdy, Paula 

Johnson, David Cissel, Owen Rowe, Dennis Burrow, Jake Kasinger, Dickie Flanigan, Sharon Thielemier 

(Patrick), Betty Baltz, Karen O’Gara, Earnie Durbin, and all those listed in our petition book. May God grant 

them healing. 



Rev.	Stephen	J.	Elser,	Ph.L.,	V.F.	
1002	Convent	Street	
Pocahontas,	AR	72455	

(501)	420-4531	
	

 
April 10th, 2026 

 
Dear Parish Family, 
 

Greetings in the Risen Lord and a continued blessed Easter to you all! As many of you know, the Friday 
after Easter is when Bishop Taylor announces new priest assignments for our diocese, and I am among those 
being reassigned this year. As of July 1st, 2026, I will conclude my time as pastor of our three parishes and 
school. Bishop Taylor has appointed Fr. Samy, a priest of the Diocese of Nellore, India, and current pastor of 
Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church and School in Benton, as your next pastor.1 I know you will welcome him 
with the same faith and generosity you have always shown me. I have been assigned as pastor of Our Lady of 
the Holy Souls Catholic Church and School in Little Rock. I was surprised when Bishop Taylor shared this 
change with me, but I trust in his wisdom in caring for the parishes and priests of our diocese. 

While I am saddened to leave our three parishes and school, I am deeply grateful for the many blessings 
and graces God has bestowed on me in the seven years I have been your pastor. As one wise, more experienced 
priest told me, one of the hardest transitions in a priest’s life is leaving his first parish where he is pastor, and I 
am certainly finding that to be true.  

As stated before, this change does not take effect until July 1st, so we still have a few months together. I 
look forward to making the most of this time with you. And let us remember that, ultimately, our faith and hope 
rest in our Risen Lord Jesus Christ and in the Holy Catholic Church He has given us – not in any one priest or 
pastor, but in Him who remains with us always.  

May God continue to bless all of you throughout this Easter season and beyond! Please know that you 
have been, and will always remain, in my prayers! 

In Christ, 

 

 

Rev. Stephen J. Elser, Ph.L., V.F. 
Pastor 
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church & School (Pocahontas) 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church (Engelberg) 
St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Church (Corning) 

 
1 N.B., Fr. Samy’s full name is Fr. Arokiasamy Madhichettyirudayaraj. 
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Monday
April 13
Easter Weekday
Acts 4:23–31
Jn 3:1–8

Tuesday
April 14
Easter Weekday
Acts 4:32–37
Jn 3:7b–15

Wednesday
April 15
Easter Weekday
Acts 5:17–26
Jn 3:16–21

Thursday
April 16 
Easter Weekday
Acts 5:27–33
Jn 3:31–36

Friday
April 17
Easter Weekday
Acts 5:34–42
Jn 6:1–15

Saturday
April 18
Easter Weekday
Acts 6:1–7
Jn 6:16–21

Sunday
April 19
Third Sunday  
of Easter
Acts 2:14, 22–33
1 Pt 1:17–21
Lk 24:13–35

Dear Padre,
We are told that when we receive the Holy Eucharist, 
our venial sins are washed away. Does the same 
thing happen when we receive spiritual communion?
Yes, and there are many other ways that venial sins can be forgiven. 
First and foremost is each of the sacraments of reconciliation: 
baptism, Eucharist, penance, and anointing of the sick. In addition to 
the sacraments, an Act of Contrition will also suffice, as will a simple 
prayer of intercession, such as, “Lord, Jesus, Son of the Living God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.” Forgiveness of venial sins is directly dependent 
on one thing: the sanctifying grace of the Holy Spirit at work in our 
world and in each one of us. Forgiveness is not merited; it is a gift, 
and, as a gift, it requires only that we ask and gratefully receive.

It is true that we are all sinful. We are also all blessed. As wonderful as forgiveness is, and there truly is no 
greater gift of God’s love, an equally wonderful gift is gratitude. Perhaps, with every Act of Contrition that we 
pray, we should also offer a prayer of thanksgiving. It might help us find balance if we remind ourselves not only 
how we may not have measured up but also that we are blessed and graced. ●

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question  

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
The Lord shows us 

his wounds and says: 

Peace be with you. 

Do not be afraid to 

show your wounds 

healed by mercy. Do 

not be afraid to draw 

close to those who 

are trapped in fear or 

guilt. May the breath 

of the Spirit make us, 

too, witnesses of this peace and this love that is 

stronger than any defeat.

GENERAL AUDIENCE, ROME, OCTOBER 1, 2025
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