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g Amerlcan Flsheries Soclety Reso;utlon Number 1 s
ﬂjCANADA HEYICO AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA® COOPERATION y AL
; MANﬁGE CGMMON NORTH AMERICAN FISHERIES B

WHER:.AS the Governments of Canada Mexlco and the Uru.ted St :»

?__America have each unllaterally establlshed 200-m11e fisheries Jurlsdlctionalx:‘L:;

WHEREAS fish populatlons do nat confrom to polltlcal boundarles, respond :5{
lng only to blological requlrenerts to fullfill thelr llfe hlstorles as'exeme_i;

' pllfied by the northeru anchovy (Engraulus mordax) whose range extends from tV"h

Callfornla to Mex1co, the Pac1f1c salmon (Oncorhynchus _B-) that extend fram
: Callfbrnia to Canada, and numergus other-speczes that lnhablt the northern ef__i*

-Atlantit%OQean_and.the Gulf of Mexico;:and;

'WHEREAS, proper management of these various fish;stceks_will reqﬁire_é}dse
codperetion.among fisheries scientists and political leaders of'the.threegna;_.ﬁ

tions; .

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Amerlcan Flsherles.Soelety assemb-
.led in Annual Meetlng, September 16, 19?7, at Vanc0uver Britlsh Columbla, do_:ﬁ
: herew1th call on the PIESldEnt of the Unlted States of Amerlca, the PreSLdent
_bf‘Mex;co and.the PrlmE'Mlnlster of Canada to amlcably and W;tb allupractlcef
: ble'heste define common'internatidnal.boupdariee.ef adjacent natienel fieﬁeriet'_
_ zenestaue'entet iﬁto negotiatidns that will petmit the”menagement onueeeeeneﬂ'u

 biological basis, of their common marine fishery resources.



OPTIMUM YIELD AND THE FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT ACT OF 1976

WHEREAS, the United States Fishery Conservation and Management Act (FCMA) of
1976 for the first time gives the United States of America a comprehensive marine
fisheries policy with the force of law; and, '

WHEREAS, the entire concept of management in the FCMA is predicated on the
basis of OPTIMUM YIELD, a concept that was born of the need, not only to encourage
protein production from various fish stocks, but also to consider economic, social
and ecological factors in managing the fisheries; and,

WHEREAS, the American Fisheries Society, in cooperation with the National Oc=-
eanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Sport Fishing Institute, in 1973 co-~
sponsored a symposium, "Optimum Sustainable Yield as a Concept in Fisheries Man=
agement,'" which articulated the concept and need for optimum-yield management of
fish stocks; and,

WHEREAS, the Preliminary Fishery Management Plans for selected fisheries, deve-
loped by the Secretary of Commerce with concurrence of the eight Regional Fishery
Management Councils, have failed to consider the ecological functions that various
stocks of finfish and shellfish play in the essential life-support systems of many
other species of economically-valuable carnivorous finfishes, and other marine life,
although required by the FCMA to take these matters fully into account;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the American Fisheries Society assembled
in Annual Meeting, September 16, 1977, at Vancouver, British Columbia, hereby re-
quests the Secretary of Commerce and the eight Regional Fishery Management Councils,
in arriving at the total allowable catch, to adopt as a co-equal partner with eco-
nomic and social factors the concept of an "ecological reserve," which would fully
accommodate the prey or food-base requirements for sustenance of desirable abundance
and variety of predaceous marine life, thereby contributing to optimality of yield
from the fisheries and making viable the word '"conservation" in the Fishery Comser-
vation and Management Act of 1976; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the American Fisheries Society herewith urges the
Secretary of Commerce, by means of a Supplemental Budget Request to initiate prompt-
ly on.a substantial scale an urgently-needed ecological study program into the com-
prehensive area of predator-prey relationships within the marine environment in ox-
der to implement the clear Congressional mandate, as set forth in Sec. 304 (e) of
PL 94-265 (FCMA), to carry out "biological research concerning the interdependence
of fisheries or stocks of fish."
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April 15, 1977
Robert J. Kemp, Jr., Director %
Fisheries Department : T A
Texas Parks and Wildlife
4200 Smith School Road
Austin, TX 78744

Dear Robert:

The following Ameriean Fisheries Society Resolution was debated and approved at
the last annual meeting of the Society. We respectfully request that you study the reso-
lution and that it be brought to the attention of your Commission members and of your
fish hatehery administrative personnel.

Genetic Considerations in Artificial Propagation of Fishes.

WHEREAS throughout North America there is an accelerating interest in artificial
propagation as a means of supplementing our natural stocks, and an urgent need exists
for special planning regarding genetic considerations in artificial propagation of fishes; and

WHEREAS need for genetie planning exists in all fish enhancement programs in
North Ameriea; and .

WHEREAS it is desirable to maintain existing wild stocks in concert with artificially
propagated stoeks through:

(1) location of sites for artificial propagation with regard to indigenous wild stocks,

so that the adaptive genetic diversity of wild stocks will not be lost or diluted by

chanece interbreeding with eultured stocks, (2) management of fishing pressure so as

not to endanger reproduction of wild stocks, (3) recognition of the potential behav-

ioral and genetic stresses on native fishes caused by transplant stocks; and

WHEREAS it is also desirable to maintain adaptive genetic diversity in most arti-

- fieially propagated stocks through:

(1) use of sufficient numbers of females and males in brood stoek to aveid inbreed-
ing depression problems, (2) avoidance of deleterious selective breeding: Now,
therefore be it

RESOLVED, That all agencies involved in enhancement and management of wild
and cultured fish stocks evaluate their present policies and implement appropriate prac-
tices with respect to conservation of genetic diversity in wild stoeks; and be it further

RE_SOL--’?ED, That copies of this resolution be forwarded to all state, provineial, and
federal agenecies involved in artificial propagation and enhancement of fishes.

Sincerely,

RS Carl R. Sullivan
CRS/twb - _ : Executive Direetor
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