
ST. MARY’S PARISH COMMUNITY                                                                                                                        BRYANTOWN 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

The following article from the December issue of  

Shalom Tidings magazine reminds us that when we 

invite Jesus to work through us we become effective 

messengers of His compassion and healing power.  

With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 

   
 DISCOVER A BREAKTHROUGH  IN HEALING 
                          By Sister Betty Nina, M.D.  She is a 

member of the Medical Sisters of St. Joseph in India 
    Fifty years of medical experience opened my eyes to 

the sad reality that chronically sick patients may never 

be cured completely, despite modern treatments and 

sophisticated investigations.  Patients still suffer from 

conditions like bronchial asthma, rheumatism, 

hypertension, diabetes and allergic disorders in spite of 

long-term medical care.  I questioned my inability to 

effect total healing.  The busy hospital environment 

constrained me to follow the routine medical regimen.  

Although I understood that total and permanent recovery 

required healing of the mind and the soul, as well as the 

body, I could not spend enough time exploring patient 

problems more deeply to accomplish this.  Then I 

realized that the Bible had the answer.  In every healing 

miracle, Jesus restored the whole person.  Their inner 

cores were unlocked by His tender touch, which probed 

into their souls. 

“Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living 

water” (John 7:38). 

     I had to find a way to integrate this compassionate 

love into the treatment of my patients.  One evening, as I 

prayed about this in our convent chapel before the 

Blessed Sacrament, I saw a spark of light inside the 

Host. I felt immersed inside the host, like an unborn 

child sheltered within the womb.  From that time 

onward, I have sensed the Eucharistic presence of Jesus 

within me, not only during prayer but also during the 

busy moments of hospital duty.  Tremendous 

improvements in the health of the clients in my medical 

practice became commonplace.  Some patients’ ailments 

were immediately relieved when they had taken only a 

single dose of medicine. 

    One day, a patient arrived at my outpatient department 

with severe chest pain.  Because it was so crowded, he 

was not seen right away.  As he sat there waiting for the 

appointment, he experienced a cooling sensation all over 

his chest and the pain disappeared.  When he told me 

about this, I became convinced that Christ was pouring 

out a stream of living water in answer to my prayer. 

     Whenever I place my stethoscope on a patient’s chest 

I imagine that healing love from Christ within me is 

flowing through the tubes of the stethoscope to the 

internal organs of the patient.  I picture the same love 

flowing back to me from the patients, creating a mutual 

bond between us.  I never forget a patient who has come 

to me, even just once, and I always feel a strong 

relationship with patients after our meeting.  I believe 

this is the secret to sharing in Christ’s miraculous power. 

       Courage, commitment and compassion are channels 

that enable God’s healing power to reach the sick and 

suffering through us.  We are His hands at work in the 

world. Courage supports us in performing dangerous and 

unpleasant duties when human health is threatened.  The 

working environment of Mother Teresa when she was 

engaged in removing maggots from a body was a perfect 

example of this.  The Sisters of my congregation do the 

same, committing themselves to act with tenderness, as 

toward Christ Himself.  Commitment is required to 

meticulously follow procedures that foster patient health 

during a long day when many people require care; they 

are often miserable about their suffering, which distorts 

their mental status.  Compassionate love can prompt us 

to perform great works of mercy. “As long as you did it 

to the least brother of Mine, You did it to Me” (Matthew 

25:40).  When we see Christ in our fellow men, the 

behavior of nurses or doctors toward their patients will 

be more gentle and kind.  In turn, Christ becomes visible 

in the looks, gestures, speech and actions of a healer who 

is centered on Him. 

     Humble and menial actions performed for helpless 

patients with compassionate love can make us more 

joyful.  One Sunday, I visited the female orthopedic 

ward where I met a young woman whose whole body 

was encased in a plaster cast.  She was an orphan who 

had spent her entire life begging.  One day, she met with 

an accident that fractured her thoracic spine.  As she was 

narrating her painful story, another woman who was 

visiting a patient nearby told me to tell this young 

woman not to speak vulgar words. I inquired about the 

matter and learned the problem involved her bedpan.  

Since the young patient did not have any visitors 

somebody had to volunteer to help her.   Due to the poor 

conditions prevalent in the hospital, the dirty bedpan 

stayed under her cot.  It frustrated her very much when 

somebody showed dismay and so she responded in 

vulgar language.  I felt sorry for her in this dilemma. 

     I heard an inner voice telling me to take the bedpan 

and wash it for her.  However, my proud self was 

keeping me from doing so.  I had never done such 

menial work.  After a lot of inner struggle, I succumbed 

to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, took the disgusting 

bedpan and washed it.  I felt like I was going to vomit, 

but I persisted until I could master that feeling.  The 

patient was much happier.  I advised her not to use 

vulgar words and prayed over her for some time.  That 

night as I prayed alone in the chapel, I understood that in 

overcoming my pride to wash that filthy bed pan I had 

eased the suffering of the Lord Himself.  At that 

moment, I felt heavenly joy as I welcomed the embrace 

of the crucified Lord. 
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     Saint James encourages us to “Be doers of the word 

and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  We must try to be 

humble.  Let us be ready to serve others, regardless of 

our positions and roles, in the same manner we would 

serve Jesus Himself.   

 
HEALING PRAYER TEAMS WILL BE AVAILABLE 

NEXT WEEKEND , January 18-19, after each Mass to pray 

for you and your intentions. 

 PRAISE & WORSHIP GATHERING THIS 

THURSDAY 6:30PM in the hall. All are welcome 

and dinner is included. 

OUR ADULT FORMATION SERIES- 

“RESTORED”- continues on Thursday, January 23. 

This new series features contemporary people who have  

encountered Jesus Christ and are now trying to live like 

Him.  Continues on Feb 13, & 27, from 6:30-8:30 PM.  

Dinner included. Cost for the series is $10.   

 

THE SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE would 

like to thank all of our parishioners who participated in 

the Christmas Adopt-A-Family Program.  Your 

overwhelming generosity was greatly appreciated by the 

families who were adopted.  May God continue to bless 

each of you. 

 

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO GAVE TO OUR 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION.  This is a very 

important annual collection as every penny of it stays in 

the parish.  It is also part of our budget.  To date we 

have received $40, 082.50.   

 

AS WE BEGIN THE YEAR 2020, we plan to upload 

registered parishioners' email addresses to both our 

Flocknote network and to the Maryland Catholic 

Conference's Catholic Advocacy Network (CAN).  

Flocknote is both an app and an email communications 

tool, provided by the Archdiocese of Washington, that 

updates our communications systems and allows us to 

save staff time and postage stamps.    Flocknote will 

increasingly be our main means of communicating with 

the various ministries and our parish-at-large.  If we 

don’t have your current email address, please send an 

email to the parish office.  The CAN is the means 

through which our legislative advocates in Annapolis 

can alert Catholics to important matters before the 

Maryland General Assembly. Last year, the Maryland 

Catholic Conference positively affected an increase in 

scholarships to Catholic school students in low-income 

areas, fetal homicide protection, defeat of the abortion 

expansion amendment, and defeat of physician-assisted 

suicide. If you are not currently getting emails from the 

parish, please provide us with your address by 

contacting Lauren Balderson at smbassist@comcast.net. 

 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT SERIES Take the time 

to invest in your marriage by attending a series of 

enrichment sessions together, hosted by the Office for 

Family Life. JANUARY 28 EQUAL - Temperament, 

Love languages, Money Personalities, Family of origin. 

FEBRUARY 4 COMMUNICATION - Fighting fair, 

Raw spots, Linear vs. circular, Internal vs. external 

processors.   FEBRUARY 11 SEXUALITY AND 

INTIMACY- Infallible lovers, Debunking Myths, Levels 

of Intimacy.   FEBRUARY 18 THRIVING VS. 

SURVIVING - The exceptional 7 percent, Surprising 

habits of a happy couple, The spiritual difference.  

PRESENTED BY: Rebecca Mullan, M.S, LPC For more 

information: 301.853.4546 or visiblesign@adw.org. ST. 

ALOYSIUS CHURCH 22800 Washington St., 

Leonardtown, MD 20650. TUESDAYS: 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

REGISTER AT: mestaloysius.eventbrite.com. 

 

KNOW OF PARISHIONERS WHO ARE 

HOMEBOUND?  Please contact Fr. Conley or Sister 

Theresa at the rectory so we can minister to their 

spiritual needs.  

 

CEMETERY CLEARING – All Christmas decorations 

in the cemetery need to be removed by Monday, 

February 3. Decorations such as glass containers, 

candles, lights, metal staff, etc. are prohibited and 

subject to immediate removal.    Thank you! 
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SUN: 8am Parishioners, 10am Sheena Meredith,  

12N Kathleen Corcoran, MON: 8am Thomas Stewart, 

TUES: 8am Julio Alvarez,  WED: 8am Thomas Stewart,  

THURS: 8am Pernell Young, FRI: 9:30am Carol 

Johnson, SAT: 9am Sean Salyards, 4pm Francis Leroy 

Wade & The Makle Families. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Michael, Stephen & Tony Balenger, Mary 

Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne Burroughs,  Quint 

Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Dottie Chick, Joe Cross,  

Kendall Farrell, Arlene Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, James 

Gibson, Wilson (Sonny) Goldsmith,  Nick Hurysh, Sr., 

Regina Kijesky, Marie Knobel, Lillian Komar, A. 

Matthews, Eda Moon, Terry Morris, John Nichols, 

Johnny Norman, John Reeves, Mary Reeves, Melissa 

Rollins, William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth 

Weise, Billie Whittington, Michael Whittington, Jr., 

Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$10,315.50.  $2,100.00 of that was received from people 

who contributed through online banking.  The 

unidentified donations totaled $709.00.  We received 

$1,628.50 for our School Support.   
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