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Rev. Rory T. Conley, Pastor

. frconley@comcast.net
Deacon Jeffrey R. Johnson

deacon@bryantown.org

New Parishioners

We welcome you to our faith community. Registration forms are
available in the vestibule of the church. Also you can call the rectory
office or email smboffice@stmarysbryantown.com to have a form
mailed to you. ‘

Established 1793
13715 Notre Dame Place ¢ Bryantown, Maryland e 20617

MASSES FOR SUNDAY
Saturday Vigil Masses: 4 pm and 6 pm
Sunday: 8 am, 10 am, and 12 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday — Thursday 8 am
Friday 9:30 am
CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Sundays: 9:30-9:45am  °
Monday-Thursday 7:30 —7:50 am / Friday 9:00 - 9:20 am
Saturdays: 3:00 - 3:45 pm
PARISH OFFICE
Hours of Operation: 9:00 am - 3:30 pm, Monday — Friday
Phone: 301-870-2220 or 301-274-3187 / Fax: 301-274-0253
Visit Our Parish Web Site: www.stmarysbryantown.com

Secretary.
Lauren Balderson — smbassist@comcast.net

Administrative Assistant
Terri Cantor — smcasst@comcast.net

Bookkeeper
Lisa Shumaker — smcacct@comcast.net

Ministry to the Sick, Homebound & Bereaved
Sister Theresa Frere, THM - SRTHERESA@comcast.net

ST. MARY'S SCHOOL
Address: 13735 Notre Dame Place, Bryantown, MD 20617-2110
- Phone: 301-932-6883 or 301-843-3387 / Fax: 301-274-0626
School Web Site: www.bryantown.org
Principal
Catherine C. Silverstone - silverstone@bryantown.org
Administrative Assistant N
Penny Bailey - office@bryantown.org -
OFFICE FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION '
"~ -Director Of Religious Education

Sue Wolfe — smcffp@comcast.net :
Phone for Office of Religious Education: 301-274-3800

++ +

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

This program involves preparation for and celebration of Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist for the Christian initiation of unbaptized
adults, unbaptized children of catechetical age, as well as for
welcoming baptized Catholics and non-Catholics into full commiunion
with the Church. Please contact Father Conley for more information.

The Sacrament of Baptism

Baptisms are normally celebrated on the second and fourth Sundays
of the month. Parents seeking to have a child baptized at St. Mary’s
should contact the rectory office to make the necessary arrangements.

The Sacrament of Matrimony

Couples seeking to be married at St. Mary’s are to call the rectory to
make arrangements at least six months in advance of their intended
wedding date. This should be done prior to any other reception or
invitation arrangements so that the parish may suitably serve the
couple. '

The Sacrament of Anointing

Any Catholic who is facing serious illness or surgery is encouraged
to receive the Anointing of the Sick. Please call Father Conley at the

rectory office to arrange to receive this sacrament for yourself or for
a family member.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Parishioners,

This Sunday we begin Ordinary Time on the
Church’s calendar. Ordinary Time covers those
weeks of the year that are not part of the seasons of
Advent, Christmas, lint or Easter. The gospel for this
Sunday is from the Gospel according to St. John,
Chapter 2 and recounts our Lord’s first miracle when
he attended a wedding at Cana. What Jesus and his
mother, Mary, did at this wedding has great
significance for our spiritual lives as individuals,
couples, and as the Church, the bride of Christ.

One very simple lesson from this gospel reading is
to consider what a blessing it is to have Jesus Christ
present not only at your wedding but in your
marriage.

In conjunction with this gospel reading, we are
sharing with you articles from the Didache Bible .
concerning the Church’s teaching on the Sacrament
of Matrimony and the place of the Church as th
Bride of Christ. :

With my prayers,
Fr. Conley

The Biblical teaching on Marriage

Marriage is a divine institution

God blessed [Adam and Eve,] and God said to them,
“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the air and over every
living thing that moves upon the earth.” (Gn 1:28)

“From the beginning of creation, “God made them
male and female. For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined together, let not
man put asunder.” (Mk 10:6-9)

In his creation God instituted marriage between
Adam and Eve. By his design marriage is an
exclusive, lifelong, and fruitful commitment of self-
giving love between a man and a woman that reflects
the very image and likeness of God. The Blessed
Trinity is a communion of three divine Persons, and
marriage is a communion of a man and a woman
together with their children.

The Book of Genesis indicates that God created
man and woman for marriage since God saw that “it
is not good that the man should be alone” (Gn 2:18).
According to the teachings of Christ, a husband is
“joined to his wife and the two shall become one
flesh” (Mk 10:7; cf. Mt 19:5). The truth of this
teaching can be seen in the vital role that marriage
has played in our history: it is the original cell of

social life, and it has been such from the very
beginning of human existence.

St. Paul pointed out that this union of a man and a
woman is meant to be a sign of Christ’s love for his
Church: Be subject to one another out of reverence
for Christ. Wives, be subject to your husbands, as to
the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as
Christ is the head of the Church...Husbands, love
your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her. This is a great mystery, and I
mean in reference to Christ and the Church. (Eph
5:21-33; cf. CCC 1616-1617, 1642)

Reflecting Christ’s total self-giving to his Church,
marriage is a permanent, lifelong, and indissoluble
union of two persons. God has willed that marriages
be fruitful, open to the bearing and raising of children
within the family. Through marriage and parenthood,
a husband and a wife participate in God’s work of
creation. In his public ministry Christ reaffirmed the
divine origin of marriage (cf. Mk 10:6-9), elevated its
meaning, and emphasized its nature as a lifelong
covenant and vocation.

Marriage is a Sacrament

The Sacraments were instituted by the Lord to give
us grace. In the Sacrament of Matrimony, the man
and the woman in response to the Lord’s call, join
themselves to each other for life for their mutual
well- being and for the procreation and raising of
children.

Sacred Scripture and the Sacred Tradition of the
Church teach that Christian marriage is a lifelong,
exclusive, and fruitful covenant between a man and a
woman that reflects the bond between Christ and his
Church.

The Sacrament of Matrimony joins a baptized man
and a baptized woman in a covenant for life. It is by
God’s own design that marriage is permanent and
exclusive, for the Book of Genesis describes how our
first parents were created in the state of marriage.
Christ cited Genesis to affirm that marriage is meant
to be a lifelong and faithful union, and he raised
natural marriage to the dignity of a Sacrament
between a baptized man and woman.

The man and woman themselves are the ministers
of the Sacrament of Matrimony. The priest or deacon
simply acts as an official witness to their marriage
vows. In giving their mutual consent with the
Church represented by a deacon or priest, as their
witness, they confer the sacramental graces upon
their union. These graces enable them to share the
same self-sacrificing love of Christ and his Bride, the
Church, an image described by St. Paul. Specifically,
matrimonial grace strengthens the couple for the
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challenges of marital life, especially regarding the
education and formation of children. Moreover,
Matrimony confers graces to grow in holiness and
charity in a spirit of forgiveness, patience, and
service.

Marriage is ordered toward the good of the couple.
A husband and a wife in a Christian marriage are to
help sanctify one another so each may one day
receive eternal life. It is also ordered to the begetting
and formation of children, the fruits of marriage.
Sexual intimacy, which must always be reserved for
the bond of marriage, serves to express and unify the
love of the couple and must remain open to the
conception of children, “the supreme gift of
marriage.”

A valid sacramental marriage cannot be dissolved.
Only when an investigation by the competent
ecclesiastical tribunal reveals that validity was
lacking can the Church declare a marriage null. This
annulment is not akin to divorce, which claims to end
a marriage, but rather a statement that a valid union
never existed.

From the Didache Bible Leather bound copies of the
Didache Bible are available from our bookstore for $57.
They are not cheap but they are beautiful Bible and would

be a great gift for someone being confirmed or a couple
getting married

PRAYER OF ASKING

I asked God

to take away my habit

God said, no it is not for me to take away,
but for you to give it up.

To grant me patience.

God said, no. Patience is a by product
of tribulations; it isn’t granted, it is learned.
To give me happiness.

God said no, I give you blessings;
happiness is up to you.

To spare me pain.

God said no. Suffering draws you

apart from worldly cares and brings

you closer to me.

For all things, that I might enjoy life
God said, no. I will give you life

so that you may enjoy all things.

To help me LOVE others,

as much as he loves me.

God said...Ahh, finally you have the idea.

JOIN US for CHOSEN THURSDAY, JAN 20
from 6:30-8:30pm in the hall.

CHOSEN Season One DVDs on sale for only $10.
Chosen is the best dramatization of the life of Christ
ever made. Buy copies for yourselves and your
families at our religious goods store.

Knights of Columbus - Fund Raiser

Super Bowl Pool Chance to win $500 per quarter.
Cost $40 per square. Funds raised enable the ‘Council
to meet its charitable outreach goals. To enter or
learn more about the Knights of Columbus, contact:
Steve Law at SL.124(@aol.com or 240-320-3822

MASS INTENTIONS FOR Jan 15 — Jan 21
SAT: 4pm Albert Verezzio

6pm: Thecla Amimkeng

SUN: 8am Kathleen Sherlock

10am: Parishioners

12N Patsy May

MON: 8am Marion Joyce Irwin
TUES: 8am George Fassel Jr.
WED: 8am Deacon Chester Chen
THURS 8am Rita Younger

FRI: 9:30am Margaret Foster-Massey

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY
PRAYERS: Eunice Amey, Deacon Gene
Burroughs, Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, .
Dottie Chick, Lorraine Cook, Kendall Farrell, James
Gibson, Carol Herskovitz, Marie Knobel, Lillian
Komar, Susie Logan, John Nichols, John Reeves,
Mary Reeves, Melissa Rollins, Beth Weise, Billie
Whittington.

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO
CONTRIBUTED TO THE CHRISTMAS
COLLECTION. WE REACHED OUR GOAL!!!
It is a major portion of our annual revenues so we
appreciate everyone’s support. Our budget goal was
$40,000. So far we have received: $41,487.00.
Thank you!

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST
WEEKEND: $8,785.85. $1,270.00 of that was
received from people who contribute through online
banking. We received $208.00 for our School
Support.
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Laying our gifts at the feet
of the King X

gave Jesus gifts
worthy of a king.
E We can also
present Him
with our own royal gifts.
While ours may not be actual
gold, frankincense, and
myrrh, we can still give to
" Him the best we have. Give
God the first and the best of
what you have and He will
give you more than you can
imagine in return.

Fall in love with God

From the moment God
created you, he has been
deeply in love with you. He
made you deliberately so he
could love you. “Before [

formed you in the womb I knew
you” (Jeremiah 1:5). He waits
for you like a parent
anticipates the return of a
beloved child. Don't let Him
wait long.

“But God, who is rich in
mercy, because of the great love
he had for us, even when we
were dead in our
: t_.z_ﬁansgressions,
brought us to life
with Christ”
(Ephesians
2:4-5).

Many today say that they don't have
a need for Jesus. They go to work,
have homes, put food on their
tables, raise families
without His help. In fact,
daily activities go on but
the world can't really
make sense without
Him.

Truth. The truth is
in Christ, “in whom
are hid all the treasures
of wisdom and
knowledge”
(Colossians 2:3).
We cannot
understand the
truth without
Him. To make
sense of the world,
we need Jesus to lead us.

Life. The life we have will
eventually end. To keep living, we
need Jesus. "I am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father,
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St. Mary's Church, Bryantown
Fr. Rory T. Conley, Pastor

Who needs Jesus?

but by me” (John 14:6). Eternal life
comes through Him.
Death. None of us escapes death.
Yet, in the Resurrection,
Jesus defeated death for
us. It didn't hold Him
and He offers the gift
of life to each of us if
we live in Him.
Sin. Even the
holiest of us sins.
Without Jesus, what
becomes of us? He
“gave himself as a
ransom for all” (1
Timothy 2:6). If
we don't accept
His price, our sins
come back to us for
eternity.

Suffering. Modern science can
alleviate but not eliminate some of the
world's suffering. Jesus provides
comfort and healing to those who trust
Him and surrender to Him.
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Why Do
Catholics
po Th

Catholics don't pray to
Mary, but instead ask her
to pray for us. For
example, the Hail
Mary prayer asks
the Mother of
God to stay close
to us in prayer.

While we don't

© Copyright 2022 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Why do Catholics
atQ)| pray to Mary?

worship Mary, we honor her as
Jesus’ mother. On the Cross,
Jesus gave her to us as our own
mother (John 19:27). We can
approach her with our
needs and concerns and
ask her to present them to
Her Son. Mary always leads
us to Him.
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& Crematory
Ouwned & Operated by the
Brinsfield Family
Charlotte Hall:  301-472-4400

301-475-5588

RUDOLF A. CARRICO, JR.
Attorney at Law

\

Dennis Anderson
DennisAndersonConstruction.con

§B Irongate Drive, Waldorf, MD 20602
PO. Box 935 Waldorf MD 20604
301.843.7400| phone
301.843.74011 fax

Dennis Anderson Jr.
President

PERSONALIZED THERAPY, LLC

Orthopedic Rehabrtitation & Dchaviorat Heakh Center

1005 Prince Fredanck Fivd, Ste. 102 - Prings Frederick, MD 20578
3261 Old Washiagien Road Unit 1010 » Waldorf, MD 20802

22593 Three Noteh Road+ Califemia, MD 20819 \ @ /

Phone (301) 862.2505
Fax (301) 852-2548

rwww.perwn;lizt(ttl'mapylltz.cam

301-475-8298
hancockrefrig.com

301-870-3119
301.932-2155

P. O. Box 1733, La Plata, MD 20646
(We are located at 100 Washington Avenue at the
Avenue &

301-884-0103

Street)

i

dandersonia DennisAndersonConstruction.com
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RAYMOND
FUNERAL SERVICES, P.A.

301-934-2920

Traditional Burials, Cremations
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Mobile: 301-885-8858 .
Office: 410-535-6291 REALTOR®

If | Sell Your Home, 5% of My Sales Commission

Goes to the Church as a Donation & A Free Home
Warranty to the Buyer or Seller!

9405 Chesapeake Street

La Plata, MD 20846 @ and Affordable Monuments
mona'.shern@gmall.com Hiis === | 5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata, Maryland
shemimona.remaxagent.com

Michael Raymond

Each Office Independently Ovned and Operated Bart Yates & Diana Wilkerson

Corner of
Since
1956
HEATING & ELECTRIC, INC.

Heating * A’C * Heat Pumps * Geothermal & Ductless
Electrical Services * Residential & Commercial
301-645-7071 ° 301-843-0300
Waldorf, Maryland

PAT & SANDY CAPPS

301-904-0324 - PAT
301-481-8520 - SANDY
201-884-7400 - OFFICE
spcapps@yahoo.com
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ABC Burglar Alarm Systems INC.
AWatchmon That Nevar Sleeps
1532Pcinter Ridga Ploce, Suites ARB- Bowla, MD 207
wwv.abcburglaralarmcom
 Office: 301.249.9200

Paric Nams 247 UL Ceniral Stsion  Remoiz AmiDisam and hoe...

Dcdd 107711
MHIC 1-2031
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THE 8}& OF SOUTHERN MARYLAND

29770 Three Notch RD Suite 204
Chatlotte Hall, MD 20622

REALTORS - Salespersons

MILLER'S
Counhy Mar‘:et
30885 Three Notch Road « Charlotte Hall, MD 20522 |
301-884-4600
Country Seu Fresh Produc A CHARLOTTE
gcm LII:::\A Jams k(klli'; LA PLATA HALL
Local Cheese Candy, Spices 208 Charles Seet Charlote Hall Center
and Honey Feesh Eggs 301-084-1670 301-884-2117
¥ 301-884-8448 | Drew Hawkins ; v -
4 ooh The Quality Pool | Txpert Landscaping i -
i it ; N Tiinber Otk . ¢ -
COMPAT;IHYc Builders of So. Md. | Lawn Maintenance quengf* o
Ouner Built + o Sub Contraclors PO L | 3017538027 phone 9615 Bowling Drive
Personal serice o MUy o cmplei  PAGERIG | 2403988294 cell Charlotte Hall, MD 20622
i
Tim Murphy
Branch Manager

Office: 301.885.2830

Mortgage
eFax: 804.419.8459

Corporation
License #2479 NMLS# 170712
Focused on You im murphy@cfimortgagecorp.com

&

Adams Funeral Home, PA.
20605 Aquasco Road * Aquasco, Maryland 20608
“IWhen you consider a fineral home, consider a firm that

cares about your peace of mind.”

© 301-579-6043 (Metro) 301-888-1211

HOOPER & ASSOCIATES
LICENSED & CERTIFIED APPRAISERS
COMMERGCIAL + RESIDENTIAL + INDUSTRIAL

[t
ACREAGE » ESTATES & FARMS

Serving Charles, St. Mary's, Calvert & Prince George's Co.
301-884-4533
.301-870-5841
7301-932-8410

LaPlata, Maryland

301.392.5630
301.705.9840 lacal
1.800.235.6127 toll iree

AUTO REPAIR
Ted & Rita Dent
Owners

(3

&

Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-884-5627
Dixon's

Butcher Shop g

Beef, Lamb, Veal & Pork for your freezer
Country Sausage, Meat and Links
Custom Slaughtered » Cut « Wrapped « Quick Frozen
Gallant Green near Waldorf, Maryland
301-579-6045

30i-645-5581

" 2840 Crain Highway « Waldorf, MD 20601

Jim Cantor
For All Your Automotive Needs
Direct: 240-427-1319
Metro: 301-843-2400
Local: 301-645-4900
~ Cell: 301-399-1619
“Fax: 240-427-4592

WALDORFFORD.COM
NICK’S® OF CLINTON

The “Meating” Place of Charies County Purveyor of Prime Meats
and Imported Foods Beer, Wine, & Spirits Available Daily

Gateway Plaza 301-843-4825
3953 St. Chartes Phwy. 301-5-1719 Specials
Waldorf, MD 20602 Fax:301 8434708

10:00 AR To 7:00 PR, RonWed « 10:00AM. To 8:00 PIL ThurFri
0:00 AN To8:00 P4 Sat » 9:00A. To 5:00 PiL Sun
Visit us at: www.nicksofclinton.com

BALDUS

® REAL ESTATE

Rudolf A. Carrico ITII
Salesperson

rudycarrico5@gmail.com ISAIAH 41:10

Office Phone: 307-870-3131
Cell Phone: 301-752-1879 "~
Fax: 301-870-3266

101 Charles Street
P.O. Box 1068 La Plata, MD 20646

Seneca A. Dent
Licensed Home Inspector

O\, 301-747-8355
IRy

wwwidentifyhomes.com

Serving the DC, MD, VA, & PA area. 7 fidentifynomeinspection

Seneca@identifyhomes.com

ot us IDENTIy Solutions for your New Home @identifyhomeinspsctions
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From Business Cards to
Vehicle Wraps Your One Stop

(MK

Hollywood Lexington Park
301-475-2531 301-862-7702
p Charlotte Hall
. 301-884-5636
California Leonardtown
301-866-5702 301-997-1828

COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICE )
SODDING » TREES * SHRUBS * HARDSCAPES

MIDDLETON MANOR FARMS, Inc.

Printing & Graphics Center

7627 Leonardtown Road, Suite 1648

TURFG LANDSCAPE ‘ Hughesville, MD 20637
P.O. BOX 100 ice:
T Office: 301.843.6472
13010 LEGACY FARM PLACE 501-843-8523 + 301-645-9657 thread ya comcast.ne 1
WALDORF, MD 20501 FAX: 501-645.7520

We gratefully acknowledge the strong financial support of our adv

ertisers. Please give them your thanks and patronage.




