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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,     

     Last week I had the privilege of speaking to members 

of "Pax Catholic." This is an organization for young 

adult Catholics in St. Mary's County. They have regular 

meetings for fellowship at the Old Town Pub in 

Leonardtown. I was asked to speak to them as part of 

their Theology on Tap series. There were about 25  

young Catholics present for the talk. I was very 

encouraged by their presence and their enthusiasm. The 

Pub was crowded with lots of young people doing the 

typical things that young people like to do. But here they 

were, coming together for fellowship and to learn more 

about the Faith. I commended them on their dedication 

to their Catholic faith at a time when it is very 

challenging, particularly for young people to remain 

faithful to Jesus Christ and His church. Their leaders told 

me that their group is actually grown in numbers in the 

past year. This is especially remarkable concerning all 

the terrible news of clergy scandals that we have all been 

subjected to.  

     The topic of my talk for them was “What’s Wrong 

with the Church?” And there are lots of things wrong, 

not just their criminal and morality of some of our 

clergy. Why do so many Catholic marriages collapse and 

families break up? Why are there so many Catholics 

who no longer practice their faith and practicing 

Catholics who no longer come to Mass regularly? Why 

are our schools struggling to survive? And why do our 

evangelization efforts go nowhere? 

     I told them and as I have told anyone who cares to 

listen, including my fellow priests and a few bishops – 

what is wrong with the Church is that we are not 

inviting the Holy Spirit to guide our lives in 

faithfulness to Jesus Christ. Before Jesus Christ 

returned to the Father, He commissioned his disciples to 

carry on his work, proclaiming the coming of the 

kingdom of God. He also told them that he would send 

the Holy Spirit so that we can carry out this mission. It is 

my deep conviction that what is wrong with the Church 

is that for the most part we have been ignoring the 

essential role that the Spirit must play in our personal 

lives and in the Church as a whole. This is why you have 

heard me speak so often about the importance of the 

Holy Spirit. We cannot be what Jesus is calling us to be, 

and to do the work he is giving us to do, without relying 

on the Holy Spirit.  

     So, as I told those young Catholics, please pray to the 

Holy Spirit each day and ask for his help. If we do so, 

the Church and each member of it will become what we 

are meant to be.  

With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 

 

 

     The following article was taken from The Word 

Among Us. It offers great insight into seeking healing, 

both spiritually and physically.     

If I But Touch His Cloak 

     We can learn how Jesus wants to heal us by exploring 

several healing stories in the Gospels.  How did the 

people Jesus healed approach him?  What did they 

expect?  What obstacles did they have to overcome?  

What can we learn from these people. 

     It’s a mystery that God miraculously heals some 

people but not others.  But even if it’s not physical 

healing, we all need Jesus’ healing touch in our lives.  It 

may be healing from painful memories of the past.  It 

may be healing from the effects of a long-standing 

pattern of sin.  It may be healing of addictions or 

patterns of behavior that are hurting us or our loved 

ones.  Imagine what could happen if, in this new year, 

we identify one or two areas in our lives where we need 

healing – and ask the Lord for it! 

Pushing Through The Obstacles 

     What do you think it would be like to have to endure 

a painful and embarrassing illness for twelve long years?  

Or to go to doctors over and over again, only to be given 

treatments that make you feel worse? What about the 

crushing weight of all those medical bills?  It would be 

tempting to give up and accept a life of misery, wouldn’t 

it?  Maybe you should just learn how to deal with the 

pain and hope for an early death. 

     But this isn’t how one woman described in the 

Gospels reacted. Known to us only as the “hemorrhaging 

woman,” she did something bold and scandalous, and 

she was greatly rewarded for it.  She pushed through a 

crowd of people surrounding Jesus and reached out to 

touch his robe.  She was cured in an instant (Mark 5:25-

34). 

It’s Never Too Late 

     This story tells us that there is always room for faith, 

no matter what challenges we may be facing.  No matter 

what the medical facts of an illness may be, no matter 

what the history of a wounded relationship may be, no 

matter how many times we may have succumbed to a 

particular pattern of sin – Jesus can still work in that 

situation.  The problem is never too big, and the timing 

is never too late.  He can turn around the most 

distressing of situations, soften the hardest of hearts, and 

cure the most ravaging of diseases. 

     This story also tells us that Jesus responds to faith.  

Many people were touching Jesus as he walked down 

the road that day.  But in the middle of all this contact, it 

was this woman’s fleeting touch – just a simple brush 

across his cloak -- that was met with his healing power.  

So reach out in faith.  Identify your own obstacles, and 

try to push through them. Jesus wants you to come to 

him.  He wants to heal you.  He is just asking you to take 

the first step. 
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An Intimate Encounter 

     This is not to say that everyone with faith gets the 

exact healing they ask for.  And neither is it to say that 

people who do not get healed are weak in faith.  Ever 

since the beginning of the Church, believers have been 

challenged by the mystery of God’s will and his wisdom.  

We just don’t know why some people are healed, while 

others are not.  But we do know that Jesus answers 

everyone who turns to him.  Sometimes the answers are 

surprising, and sometimes they far surpass the physical  

healings we are asking for.  But whether the healing is 

physical, spiritual, or emotional, the truth remains the 

same as what St. Peter said at Pentecost two thousand 

years ago:  “Everyone shall be saved who calls on the 

name of the Lord” (Acts 2:21).   

     The hemorrhaging woman’s story embodies this truth 

by showing us that faith has to do with Jesus himself and 

not his power to remove sickness. The woman reached 

out to touch his cloak, expecting to be healed physically- 

and she was.  But Jesus did not let her remain 

anonymous.  Stopping abruptly, he asked who touched 

him.  When the woman told her story, Jesus didn’t scold 

her for making him unclean.  He didn’t treat her like a 

thief.  Rather, he spoke to her tenderly, calling her 

“daughter” and assuring her of his love and grace (Mark 

5:34). 

     This woman was blessed, not only with a miraculous 

healing, but with a whole new lease on life as well.  No 

longer was she bound by pain and weakness.  No longer 

was she an unclean outcast.  Now she was a beloved 

daughter, a member of the family of God.  It seems, in 

fact, that she received far more than she was hoping for.  

Coming face-to-face with Jesus, she received an even 

deeper and more important healing – a salvation that 

penetrated her entire being. 

Reach Out To Jesus  

     Jesus wants to heal us! But even more important, he 

wants intimacy with us.  He wants us to feel free to go to 

him with whatever needs we have. He wants to tells us, 

just as he told this woman, that we are beloved sons and 

daughters of God.   So don’t be afraid to reach out to 

Jesus.  Go ahead and ask for whatever healing you need, 

for yourself or for others.  Then listen to him tell you 

that you are his child and that your faith has saved you.    

 

HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY NEXT 

SATURDAY 10AM-12NOON To offer more 

opportunities for people to receive healing prayer, next 

Saturday morning proteins will be available in the 

church from 10 until 12 noon to pray with and for you. 

You don't need to do anything other than come. Your  

relatives and friends are also welcome to come.  

 

      

 

 

JOIN US THIS THURSDAY- “THE JOY OF HOPE 
The Joy of Hope will meet on January 24th and February 

14 and 28th. Even if you missed the first session, you 

are still welcome!  The cost of the series is $10 and 

includes dinner. Everyone is encouraged to come. You 

can sign up in the foyer or by contacting Fr. Conley at 

frconley@comcast.net or 301-870-2220 ext. 13. 

 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT  SERIES 

Free Event:  Sacred Heart Parish, 201 St. Mary’s 

Avenue, La Plata, MD  20646  (Friendship Room) 

Starting: Thursday, January 31 – Thursday, February 28   

from 7:30 – 9:00 p.m. For more information or to 

register contact:  301-853-4546 or e-mail: visiblesign 

@adw.org. 
 

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO GAVE TO OUR 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION. This is a very 

important annual collection as every penny of it stays in 

the parish. It is also part of our budget. To date we have 

received $40,157.76.  We are grateful to everyone who 

has contributed.  

KNOW OF PARISHIONERS WHO ARE 

HOMEBOUND?  Please contact Fr. Conley or Sister 

Theresa at the rectory so we can minister to their 

spiritual needs.  
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SUN: 8am Parishioners, 10am Mike & Kathy 

Krznarich, 12N: Rosemarie Moore Durkin, MON: 8am 

Nene Alfonso, TUES: 8am Mary Nelson,  WED: 8am 

Leila Mohler, THURS: 8am Shameka Gross, FRI: 

9:30am Paul Istvan,  SAT: 9am James S. Neal, 4pm 

Dorothy & Leo Istvan. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis,  Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel,  Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin Gardiner, 

Martha Gehring, James Gibson, Zynae Green, Irma 

Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina Kijesky, Lillian Komar, 

Susie Logan, Larry Miller, Joseph Mona, Wayne 

Mullings, Mary Reeves, Sylvene Savoy, William Leon 

Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Jean Turner, Eva Washington, 

Beth Weise, Pat Werner,  Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND: 

$3,849.00.  The unidentified donations totaled $325.00.  

We received $36.00 for our School Support 

mailto:frconley@comcast.net

