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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Parishioners,
Happy Easter! After the forty days of Lent, during which
we prepared ourselves to renew our baptismal promises, 
we now celebrate the Resurrection of Christ and the fact 
that we have been called to share in His victory over sin 
and death through our Baptism.         
     Today most of us I hope will gather with our families 
for Easter Sunday dinner. But this should not be the end 
of our celebration. The Easter Season lasts fifty days 
reminding us that the Lenten call to repentance is topped
off  by an even longer period of rejoicing in the 
Lord’s mercy on us poor sinners. 
     As a parish our celebration of the Easter Season will
continue  at  all  our  Masses  for  the  next  seven weeks.
Additionally,  on Saturday,  May 4,  twenty-three of  our
parish children will receive the Lord in the Most Blessed
Sacrament  for  the  first  time.  This  too,  should  be  an
occasion for all of us to rejoice!   The next day, these
same children will be leading us in our May Procession
and Crowning when we express our  thanks that  Jesus
has given us His mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary, to be
our  mother  too.  Then,  on  Tuesday,  May  4,  we  will
celebrate the Lord’s gift of the Holy Spirit to our eighth
grade students through the sacrament of Confirmation.
Our observance of the Easter Season will culminate on
Sunday,  May  23  when  we  will  celebrate  the  Solemn
Feast of Pentecost. With our fellow Catholics throughout
the world we will celebrate the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit  on  the  followers  of  Jesus  and  the  birth  of  the
Church. 
    We have so much to celebrate, and so many reasons to
be joyful. In Christ’s death and Resurrection, as the old
hymn puts  it:  “the strife  is  over,  the  battle  done.  The
victory  of  life  is  won.”  Certainly,  we  all  have  our
sufferings  to  endure.  But  as  people  of  faith,  we know
Who wins!  So celebrate Christ’s victory of life each day
of your life. I hope that all of you and your families will
have a very happy and holy Easter Season. 

With my prayers,
Fr. Conley

The Radiance of Christ’s Resurrection
By Pope Benedict
 
     Easter morning brings us news that is ancient yet ever
new:   Christ  is  risen!   The echo of  this  event,  which
issued  forth  from  Jerusalem  twenty  centuries  ago,
continues to resound in the Church, deep in whose heart
lives the vibrant faith of Mary, Mother of Jesus, the faith
of  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other  women  who  first
discovered the empty tomb, and the faith of Peter and
the other apostles.      
         

     Right down to our own time – even in these days of
advanced  communications  technology  –  the  faith  of
Christians is based on that same news, on the testimony
of those sisters and brothers who saw first, the stone that
had been rolled away from the empty tomb, and then, the
mysterious  messengers  who  testified  that  Jesus,  the
Crucified, was risen.  And then Jesus himself, the Lord
and  Master,  living  and  tangible,  appeared  to  Mary
Magdalene, to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus,
and finally to all  eleven, gathered in the Upper Room
(cf. Mark 16:9-14).      
     The  resurrection  of  Christ  is  not  the  fruit  of
speculation or mystical experience; it  is an event that,
while  it  surpasses  history,  nevertheless  happens  at  a
precise moment in history and leaves an indelible mark
upon it.  The light that dazzled the guards keeping watch
over Jesus’ tomb has traversed time and space.  It is a
different kind of light, a divine light that has rent asunder
the darkness of death and has brought to the world the
splendor of God, the splendor of Truth and Goodness.
     Just as the sun’s rays in springtime cause the buds on
the branches of the trees to sprout and open up, so the
radiance  that  streams  forth  from  Christ’s  resurrection
gives  strength  and  meaning  to  every  human  hope,  to
every  expectation,  wish,  and  plan.   Hence,  the  entire
cosmos is rejoicing today, caught up in the springtime of
humanity, which gives voice to creation’s silent hymn of
praise.  The Easter Alleluia, resounding in the Church as
she makes her pilgrim way through the world, expresses
the silent exultation of the universe and, above all, the
longing of every human soul  that  is  sincerely open to
God,  giving  thanks  to  him  for  his  infinite  goodness,
beauty, and truth.     
     “In your resurrection, O Christ, let heaven and earth
rejoice.”  To this summons to praise, which arises today
from  the  heart  of  the  Church,  the  “heavens”  respond
fully:  The hosts of angels, saints, and blessed souls join
with one voice in our exultant song.  In heaven all  is
peace  and gladness.   But,  alas,  it  is  not  so  on  earth!
Here,  in  this  world  of  ours,  the  Easter  Alleluia  still
contrasts with the cries and laments that arise from so
many painful  situations:   deprivation,  hunger,  disease,
war, violence.  Yet it was for this that Christ died and
rose again!  He died on account of sin, including ours
today; he rose for the redemption of history, including
our own,  so my message today is intended for everyone
and,  as  a  prophetic  proclamation,  it  is  intended
especially  for  people  and  communities  who  are
undergoing a time of suffering, that the risen Christ may
open  up  for  them  the  path  of  freedom,  justice,  and
peace….
     May heaven and earth rejoice at the witness of those
who  suffer  opposition  and  even  persecution  for  their
faith  in  Jesus  Christ.   May  the  proclamation  of  his
victorious resurrection deepen their courage and trust.
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The risen Christ is journeying ahead of us toward the 
new heavens and the new earth (cf. Revelation 21:1), in 
which we shall all finally live as one family, as sons of 
the same Father.  He is with us until the end of time.  Let
is walk behind him in this wounded world, singing 
“Alleluia.”  In our hearts there is joy and sorrow, on our 
faces there are smiles and tears.  Such is our earthly 
reality.  But Christ is risen, he is alive, and he walks with
us.  For this reason, we sing and we walk, faithfully 
carrying out our task in this world with our gaze fixed on
heaven.

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU!
The  recipients  and  the  Social  Concerns  Committee
extend our heartfelt thanks and gratitude for the support,
compassion,  and  generosity  shown  them  during  the
Easter Adopt –A-Family Program.
The families were greatly appreciative, and love you for
caring enough to share your blessings with them.   And,
the Social Concerns Committee couldn’t have made the
Easter Program   a success without you, the parishioners.
It is our prayer that God will continue to bless you, and
keep you in good health.

With Christian Love and Gratitude,
Social Concerns Committee

St. Mary’s Bryantown

Easter Egg Hunt Sunday, April 4 @ 11:15am.  
3 separate egg hunts by age groups, follow the signs:  
Grp 1 (Toddler-3 yrs); Grp 2 (4-7yrs); Grp 3 (8-
15yrs) bring your basket: POC: 
vhayden227@comcast.net 

AN EASTER REFLECTION
Our Thanks to All

Musicians, Choir members, Servers, EMEs, Lectors, 
Ushers, Altar Society and other volunteers, who gave of 
their time and energy to contribute to the beauty and 
solemnity of our Holy Week liturgies. 

Please Remember in Your Prayers
Our Confirmation candidates, the children preparing for 
their first Holy Communion, the couples to be married in
this happy season and adults throughout the world who 
received the Easter Sacraments this weekend.

ATTENTION:  Coming soon!  Father Conley will bless
our vehicles after all the Masses on April 17 & 18.  Be 
sure to check the April 11 bulletin for more information.

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY ON THE GOSPEL OF ST. 
JOHN BEGINS THIS TUESDAY, APRIL 6  7-8:30 
PM via ZOOM. Link will be sent out. Just have your 
Bible and sign on. For more information contact Fr. 
Conley

NEW SERIES, THE PARABLES:  You Are invited.  
We will begin next week, Monday nights, (doors open at
6:30 pm and we finish by 8:45 pm)   
4/12, 4/19, 4/26 & 5/3 

CEMETERY CLEARING
All Easter decorations in the cemetery need to be 
removed by Monday, April 12.  Fresh cut flowers are 
welcome all year.  Artificial flowers are allowed only 
from November 15 until March 15. Decorations such as 
glass containers, candles, lights, no plastic borders 
around grave and decorative stones are not allowed, 
metal staff, etc., are prohibited and subject to immediate 
removal.  Flowers that are not in a vase can be subject to
be removed if not kept clean.  Thank you for your 
attention to this matter!

ST. MARY’S HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY
The mission of our healing prayer ministry is to help 
people to have a personal encounter with the Lord and 
experience his healing love. We do this by praying with 
people who are seeking physical, emotional and spiritual
healing.  To make an appointment to meet with one of 
our healing prayer teams, please contact Kaye Oliver at 
240-682-0646 or Sam Oliver at 301-848-3206.  Email 
can be sent to Samuel_Oliver @comcast.net.  

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                   
SUN: 8am Parishioners, 10am Maurice I. Long, Sr., 
& Jennifer Long, 12N Jennie Chase, MON: 8am John 
Brown, TUES: John & Wai Ming Hemming, WED: 8am
Robert Panza,  THURS: 7pm Robert Lippert, 
FRI: 9:30am Donna Jean Cranford, SAT: 8pm Shirley 
Watson.  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 
PRAYERS:  Eunice Amey, Deacon Gene Burroughs, 
Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Dottie Chick, 
Patrick M. Chick Sr., Lorraine Cook, Kendall Farrell, 
Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Carol Herskovitz, Regina 
Kijesky, Marie Knobel, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, 
John Nichols, Johnny Norman, John Reeves, Mary 
Reeves, Melissa Rollins, Beth Weise, Billie Whittington,
Michael Whittington, Jr. 

OFFERTORY  COLLECTION  LAST  WEEKEND:
$8,900.15.   $2,193.00  of  that  was  through  online
banking.  The  unidentified  donations  totaled  $515.00.
We received $10.00 for our School Support
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