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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

This weekend we celebrate the third Sunday of Easter 

and our celebration is just getting started! Not only do 

we have four more weeks of this joyful Easter season, 

but, because of what Jesus accomplished for us on the 

cross, reconciliation with God our Father, if we live by 

faith in Jesus Christ, we will rejoice with him forever in 

the Father’s house. The essay below speaks of some of 

the other great blessings we have to celebrate because 

Jesus lives!  

With my prayers, 

Father Conley 
 

Easter Gives True Meaning to Life & Death by Fr. Ed Broom, 

OMV from The Catholic Exchange. 

The winter snows melt and spring flowers blossom and 

emanate their beautiful fragrance. The sharp thorns fade 

and the pink glowing rose sprouts and adorns the 

colorful meadow. These are merely analogies in nature 

of the greatest of all events: the Resurrection of Our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! … This reality of the 

Resurrection has a huge impact on the whole of 

humanity, and on each and every one of us in particular. 

We shall look at ten of the graces that flow from the 

Resurrection of Christ.  

1.Life in Abundance.  Death is not the last word, but 

beyond the grave there is life and life in abundance. The 

atheist, or agnostic lives a life of hopeless despair. Not 

the believer— Eternal life, life to the fullest awaits the 

true followers of Christ. 2. Hope.  Despite all of the 

trials, afflictions, tribulations, contradictions in life, the 

belief in Jesus’ Risen life fills us with hope! 3. Heaven. 

The reason for an abounding hope is the firm belief in 

heaven that is right around the corner. Jesus promised 

heaven to all believers and doers of His word. “I go now 

to prepare a place for you so that where I am you might 

also be. In my Father’s home there are many mansions. 

If it were not so, I would not tell you so…” 4. Joy.  St. 

Ignatius, in the Spiritual Exercises of the fourth week, 

brings us into contact with the Risen Jesus Ignatius 

insists that we beg not only for joy, but for the most 

intense joy. Joy is a powerful motivation to carry out 

great apostolic endeavors for the Lord! 5. A Family 

Reunion.  The Risen Lord promises His faithful 

followers heaven and that means that we will be reunited 

with our loved ones and the saints who have preceded 

us. It will be an endless banquet of the best of friends 

meeting and enjoying each other’s company for all 

eternity! 6. Suffering.  Human nature recoils from 

suffering! However, in the light of the Risen Lord, not 

only does suffering have meaning, but it also has eternal 

value.  Suffering has value only inasmuch as it is united 

to the suffering, passion, death, and Resurrection of  

 

 

 

Jesus.  If united to Christ’s suffering, our suffering 

purifies, humbles, exalts, sanctifies, and prepares us for 

eternal glory. As Christians we must follow Christ, the 

whole way, from the hill of Calvary to the glory of the 

Risen Lord! Jesus revealed to St. Faustina that the angels 

experience a holy envy for the human person and for two 

reasons: we can receive Holy Communion and we can 

suffer — meaning we can reap abundant fruit by uniting 

our suffering with the sufferings of Jesus. 7. Life and 

Eternal Life.  The impact of the Lord’s Resurrection 

shows us how ephemeral, transitory and fleeting the 

human condition can be. It also shows us the eternity of 

Heaven and the life with the Risen Lord. Even the 

greatest and longest sufferings cannot be compared to 

eternal life with Our Lord. St. Paul expresses this 

beautifully: “Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor has 

it entered into the mind of man the wonderful things that 

God has prepared for those who love Him.”   8. Self-

Control.   In Dignity, Life in the light of the Risen Lord 

challenges us to live a life of sobriety, self-restraint, and 

self-control. Why? Our bodies are destined to be united 

with the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, the angels and 

the saints. Therefore, we must live according to our 

dignity, our destiny, and our definition as persons — as 

temples of the Holy Trinity by the grace of the 

Resurrection and our baptism. 9. The Eucharist; the 

Bread of Life.  Discourse. Never can we separate the 

meaning of the Risen Lord Jesus from the reality of 

Jesus truly and substantially present in every Holy Mass, 

in every Consecration, and in every Holy Communion. 

In this sacrifice, we remember Jesus’ promise of  heaven 

related to Holy Communion, the Bread of life. Listen 

and meditate upon Jesus’ sublime and awesome words 

and promise: “I am the Bread of Life, whoever eats my 

body and drinks my blood, will have eternal life and I 

will raise him up on the last day…” (Jn. 6:22-71). 10.  

Mary & the Risen Christ The Blessed Virgin Mary, 

through her prayers and intercession illuminates the 

Mystery of Easter. Crestfallen, crushed, overwhelmed by 

sorrow, forlorn and despairing— these words serve to 

express the interior attitude of the Apostles and disciples 

of Jesus when confronted with the reality of the 

Crucifixion on that first Good Friday. In other words, 

their hopes in Jesus were totally shattered! In spite of all 

of this, there was one who did not give into despair: it 

was the Blessed Virgin Mary. Beyond doubt, hers was 

the suffering incomparable to any others—save that of 

Jesus the Lord. However, hope reigned supreme in the 

sorrowful, Immaculate, but trusting Heart of 

Mary…Therefore, in our contemplation of the mystery 

of the Risen Lord Jesus, we must lift up our eyes to 

Mary and beg her for the grace to penetrate with greater 

depth the reality of this supreme and sublime mystery.  
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CATHOLIC QUOTES 
“At last —at last—GOD IS MINE and I AM HIS…I 

was quite at a loss, but made it up with that only 

thought, My God is here, he sees me, every sigh and 

desire is before him, and so I would close my eyes and 

say the dear litany of JESUS…” St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton’s thoughts on her first Holy Communion 

following her conversion to the Catholic faith.  

 

THANK YOU! 

TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE 

EASTER COLLECTION. TO DATE WE 

HAVE RECEIVED $24,909.91.  THANK 

YOU!!! 
 

PARISH BREAKFAST – Today, after the 8:00 and 

10:00 am Masses.  The Knights of Columbus Dr. 

Henry Griffin #2293 is sponsoring this event.  

Donations are accepted. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION IN MAY - We will 

have an election for new members of our parish Council 

on the weekend of May 18/19. If you would like to serve 

on the Parish Council, please contact the current Council 

chair, Rudy Carrico at r.c.law@comcast.net. 

The qualifications for serving on the Council are as 

follows: you  are an adult  who is fully initiated in the 

Catholic Church, that is  Baptized,  Confirmed and have 

made your first Holy Communion; you practice your 

faith by coming to Mass each Sunday and confession on 

a regular basis; and, if you are married, your marriage 

must have taken place in the Catholic Church.  You  

must also be a registered parishioner of St. Mary’s.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CHILDREN OF 

THE PARISH WHO MADE THEIR FIRST HOLY 

COMMUNION YESTERDAY!  

Grace Elizabeth Balderson, Carly Marie Birmingham, 

Benjamin Jennings Cross, Grant Michael Edgerton, 

Khloe Nicole Fluhart, Karmen Carter Frick, Elijah 

Damian Gregory, Isla Grace Hanley, Kiersten Jane 

Humphreys, Bryce Edward Kelly, Charlee Christine 

Kisner, Kennedi Janae Knott, Madisyn Olyvia Krauss, 

Grady Francis Lynch, Henry Walter Middleton, Charles 

Wyatt Walter Meinhardt, Vito Michael Miles, Christine 

Virginia Parnell, Angel Fernando Patzan, Christian 

Alejandro Patzan, William Brody Rison, Brooke Alexa 

Slawinski, Khamari Kejhon Smith, Brayden Robert 

Stelzner, Isaac Xavier Watson, Liam James Williams. 

 

RETURN YOUR RICE BOWLS FOR CATHOLIC 

RELIEF SERVICES Your spare change can change 

someone’s world.  

 
 

 

DC PADRES ARE BACK! 

The DC Padres, a baseball team consisting entirely of 

Catholic priests and seminarians, will play their two 

games of the 2019 season Sunday, May 12 (against St. 

Mary’s Ryken, at Regency Furniture (“Blue Crabs”) 

Stadium, Waldorf), and Sunday, August 25 (against 

TBD, Prince George’s (“Baysox”) Stadium, Bowie). The 

Padres games begin shortly after the 2 PM Blue 

Crabs/Baysox game ends (i.e. ~4:45 or 5:00 PM). Check 

out the DC Padres website (www.dcpadres.com) and 

Facebook page for updates and info about how to 

purchase tickets. Mark your calendar now and tell your 

friends. Let’s fill the stadium in support of our priests! 
 

HAVE YOU BEEN ASKED TO BE A 

GODPARENT OR SPONSOR? If so, 

congratulations! It is a great honor because you have 

been asked to help someone else to grow in faith as a 

Catholic. To assist those of you who are asked to be 

godparents or sponsors, we have a two-class course 

called "Preparing for the Sacraments for Parents and 

Sponsors." The free course is required  for our 

parishioners who need a recommendation in order to be 

godparents or sponsors at other parishes. It will provide 

a good overview of our Catholic faith. This  course is 

usually  offered from 7 to 9pm on the first and third 

Wednesday of each month.  For more information 

contact Fr. Conley. 
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SUN: 8am June Farrell, 10am Eddie Shugart, 12N 

Parishioners, MON: 8am John D. Farrell, Jr.,  

TUES: 8am Rev. Joseph Tolarski, Jr., WED: 8am 

George F. Neale, THURS: 8am Genevieve DiGiovanni, 

FRI: 9:30am Eleanor Jenifer, SAT: 9am Mary Jane 

Hicks, 4pm Paul Istvan. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS: Stephen Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon 

Gene Burroughs,  Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, 

Joe Cross, Agnes Curtis, Chuck Davis, Kendall Farrell, 

George Fassel, John Fassel, Arlene Gandolfi, Kevin 

Gardiner, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Zynae Green, 

Carol Johnson, Irma Johnson, Angie Kalnasy, Regina 

Kijesky, Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, Florence 

Middleton, Florence Middleton, Mary Emma Middleton, 

John Nichols, Don Norman, Mary Reeves, Sylvene 

Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Lillian Schmidt, Edna 

Sweeney, Jean Turner, Eva Washington, Beth Weise, 

Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND: 

$8,967.50.  The unidentified donations totaled $521.00.  

We received $5.00 for our School Support. 

mailto:r.c.law@comcast.net
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