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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners,  

To live an authentic Christian life and to truly live as the 

Lord’s disciples, we must have a strong personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. As Catholics we haven’t 

always put things this way. We are more used to hearing 

talk of having a “spiritual life.” I guess we just assumed 

that people understood that having a spiritual life means 

being in a personal relationship with Jesus Himself. 

However, in these times when people who think of 

themselves as Christians very often don’t know the basic 

teachings of our faith, we can’t assume anything. We 

must be very specific. Being a Christian is not about 

knowing “stuff.” It means knowing Jesus Himself and 

having an abiding sense of His presence in our lives. The 

following article offers some suggestions as to how we 

can grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ. I hope 

you find it helpful.  

With my prayers,  

Fr. Conley 

 

DEEPEN YOUR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP 

WITH JESUS     by Shaun McAfee  

This excerpt is from Filling Our Father’s House, which 

is available from Sophia Institute Press.  

The Lord calls us all to have a personal relationship with 

Him. This personal relationship is based on knowledge 

— God knowing us and we knowing God. God already 

knows us; His knowledge is perfect. Despite our best 

attempts to ignore Him, God has always known us. But 

we weren’t born with this knowledge of God.  Even 

when we discover God through revelation, we might 

know about God but still might not know Him. In the 

Bible, to “know” someone is to engage in sexual 

intercourse with that person. When we speak of knowing 

God, and of God knowing us, we are speaking about a 

different but similarly intimate relationship with Him. 

Jesus tells His disciples: Not everyone who says to me, 

“Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 

who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On 

that day many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your 

name, and do many mighty works in your name?” And 

then will I declare to them, “I never knew you; depart 

from me, you evildoers.” (Matt. 7:21–23)  

     It is clear that those who will be accepted into heaven 

are those who know God, who have a personal 

relationship with Him. The question is: What does it 

mean to have a personal relationship with the Lord? It 

means that we let God be in charge of our lives, that we 

form a relationship with His Mystical Body, and that we 

get to know His Mother. It also demands that we seek a 

constant and perpetual conversion, serve others in love, 

and create disciples. Let’s look at various ways to 

develop or deepen your personal relationship with the  

Lord: through prayer, letting God be in control of your 

life, being involved with the Church, growing in 

devotion to the Blessed Mother, and seeking spiritual 

direction.  

Pray Because prayer is personal, it is the most direct 

way of developing and maintaining a personal 

relationship with the Lord. The time we spend talking to 

our loved ones, and listening to their needs and 

concerns, allows our relationship with them to grow 

deeper. Likewise, when we grow in our relationship with 

God through prayer, we come to understand Him better 

and to understand His will for us. A good prayer life 

requires practice, discipline, commitment, openness, 

honesty, and love….  

     In flight training, when one pilot hands the control 

over to the other, the receiver says, “My controls,” and 

the giver responds with, “Your controls” as he lets go of 

all controls, and again the receiving pilot responds with 

“I have full control.” When we have a personal 

relationship with Jesus, we aren’t even co-pilots, 

because He is always in control. When we trust God and 

give Him complete control of our lives — which we 

never really had much control over in the first place — 

God performs maneuvers and makeovers that we never 

thought possible. Moreover, He removes all boundaries 

that hold us down and frees our spirits to soar. This is 

especially true in the case of sin. We cannot become free 

of sin and distress until we let God transform us. We let 

God transform us by participating in the sacraments, 

serving others, praying, and reading Scripture regularly.  

A Relationship with the Church A personal 

relationship with Jesus also means a personal 

relationship with His Church. Recall the story of Saul on 

his way to Damascus to punish and persecute Christians.  

“Now as he journeyed he approached Damascus, and 

suddenly a light from heaven flashed about him. And he 

fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, 

Saul, why do you persecute me?’ And he said, ‘Who are 

you, Lord?’ And he said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting. ” (Acts 9:1–5)  

     Saul must have been confused. He persecuted 

Christians, this he knew, but the voice he heard was not 

one of the men or women he had directly persecuted. 

This voice was telling him that by persecuting Christ’s 

people, Saul was persecuting Christ Himself. Saul, who 

later became Paul, would soon realize that Jesus 

identifies directly with His people — not in a symbolic 

way, but in reality….  

     We are therefore called to have a relationship with 

Jesus and His Church. To have a good relationship with 

the Church, we should turn to her as a source of truth, 

participate in her sacraments, and obey her laws, for 

when we obey the Church, we obey Christ: “He who 

hears you hears me, and he who rejects you rejects me, 

and he who rejects me, rejects him who sent me.” (Luke 

10:16)  
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Perpetual Conversion Having a personal relationship 

with Christ means that we are called to ongoing 

conversion. It is a journey in which we continually grow 

in the Lord. We grow in many ways: we deepen our 

faith; we get to know the saints and the family of 

believers; we become more compassionate toward the 

poor and the hungry; we become better fathers and 

mothers. Perpetual conversion calls for endurance. To 

face the flaming arrows of the enemy and the inevitable 

hardships in our lives, we must ask the Lord to pour out 

His Holy Spirit on us. And with the help of the Spirit, we 

must develop virtues and strive to overcome our vices. 

This will not happen overnight, though. We must 

gradually empty ourselves by practicing good habits. If 

we put a dirty dish into the sink and run water into it, 

eventually the contents of that dish will be only new, 

clean water. We need the same constant flow of God’s 

grace into our lives in order to replace our vices with 

virtues: prayer, brotherly love, obedience, joy, peace, 

service to others, and humility.  

     Your whole purpose in this world is to have a 

personal relationship with the Lord of the universe. 

Sounds pretty cool, right? It’s true. The thing is, God 

already knows everything about you. The world will tell 

you that you need to discover who you are. What you 

really need to discover is the one who already knows 

who you are. When you align yourself with this Person, 

you will discover what you truly want, need, and are 

made to do.  

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM  - We will meet 

from 7 to 8:30 PM on Tuesdays to study the First 

Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians. This important 

letter details the challenges faced by the first followers 

of our Lord Jesus and offers inspiration for our own 

times. There is no cost. All you need is your Bible. This 

week we will be discussing chapters 4 & 5. For more 

information contact Fr. Conley at frconley@comcast.net  

 

HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY BY PHONE OR 

ZOOM   The volunteers who are in our healing prayer 

ministry will be happy to pray with people by phone or 

on Zoom. If you would like a prayer team to pray with 

you, please send me your email address and I will 

forward to it them. They will then contact you. You can 

request prayer by phone or by zoom which would allow 

you to see each other. 

 

JOIN US FOR COMMUNITY PRAYERS via 

phone or internet using Zoom. We pray the Psalms on 

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM.  In addition, we have praise 

and worship each Thursday at 6:30 PM. Don’t isolate  

yourselves spiritually! Join your fellow parishioners  

in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2020 ANNUAL JUBILARIAN MASS 

The annual Jubilarian Mass honoring couples married 

25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, and 51 + years will be held  on  

Sunday, November 22, 2020 at 2:00 PM at the Basilica 

of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  

Please fill out the form in the back of church to register, 

and return the form to the rectory office: Attention: 

Mary, no later than Monday, September 28, 2020. 

 

RETROUVAILLE MARRIAGE PROGRAM 

4 Stages of Marriage – The 4 stages of marriage are:  

(1) Romance, (2) Disillusionment, (3) Misery, and (4) 

Awakening.  Many marriages experience the first 3 

Stages.  Marriages that end in divorce never make it to 

the 4
th
 Stages of Awakening.   Don’t give up without 

learning about the 4th Stage of Awakening.  If your 

marriage suffers from Disillusionment or Misery, please 

contact Retrouvaille. All calls are confidential.  To 

register or obtain more information visit our website at:  

www.HelpOurMarriage.com  or call 443-400-7017. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
SUN: 8am Lucy Krugle, 10am Doris Webb, 12N Mary 

Emma Middleton, MON: 8am Benjamin M. Edelen, 

TUES: 8am Sonny Goldsmith, WED: 8am Mary Emma 

Middleton’s Family, & S & B Fanning’s family, 

THURS: 8am James (Smash) Stewart, FRI: 9:30am 

Deacon Joseph McGuiness, SAT: 9am Mary T. Edelen,  

4pm Robert Muir,  No 6pm on Fourth of July. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY 

PRAYERS:  Eunice Amey, Michael, Stephen & Tony 

Balenger, Mary Bowes, Deacon Gene & Anne 

Burroughs, Quint Burroughs, Brenda Callahan, Dottie 

Chick, Joe Cross, Lisa Edelen, Kendall Farrell, Arlene 

Gandolfi, Lee Gardiner, James Gibson, Marie Knobel, 

Lillian Komar, Susie Logan, A. Matthews, John Nichols, 

Johnny Norman, John Reeves, Mary Reeves, Melissa 

Rollins, William Leon Savoy, Edna Sweeney, Beth 

Weise, Billie Whittington, Michael Whittington, Jr., 

Brice Zimmer.  

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND:  
$9,176.50.   $3395 .00 of that was received from  

people who contribute through  online banking.  The                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

unidentified donations totaled $311.00.  We received 

$35.00 for our School support. 

Please support our advertising 

sponsors.  This week we recognize 

Potter Heating & Electric, Inc.  
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